
The Stockbury 
& South Green 

Observer 

Sun 1st Dog Club - Field 10.00 - 11.00am
Cricket - Field 1.00 - 7.00pm

Mon 2nd Private Booking 7.00 - 9.00pm
Tues 3rd Bowls 2.00 - 4.00pm

NSYC 7.30 - 9.30pm
Wed 4th Pilates 9.30 - 10.30am

Thurs 5th Gardeners 8.00 - 10.00pm
Fri 6th Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30pm
Sat 7th
Sun 8th Dog Club - Field 10.00 - 11.00am
Mon 9th
Tues 10th Bowls 2.00 - 4.00pm

Private Booking 7.00 - 9.00pm
Wed 11th Pilates 9.30 - 10.30am

WI 7.30 - 9.30pm
Thurs 12th Bowls 7.30 - 9.30pm

Caravan Club - 
Field

Fri 13th Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30pm
Caravan Club - 

Field
Sat 14th Caravan Club - 

Field & Hall
Sun 15th Dog Club - Field 10.00 - 11.00am

Caravan Club - 
Field

Mon 16th Caravan Club - 
Field

Private Booking 7.00 - 9.00pm
Tues 17th Bowls 2.00 - 4.00pm

NSYC 7.30 - 9.30pm
Wed 18th Pilates 9.30 - 10.30am

Craft & Chatter 2.00 - 4.00pm
Parish Council 7.30 - 9.30pm

Thurs 19th Bowls 7.30 - 9.30pm
Fri 20th Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30pm
Sat 21st
Sun 22nd Dog Club - Field 10.00 - 11.00am
Mon 23rd
Tues 24th Bowls 2.00 - 4.00pm

Private Booking 7.00 - 9.00pm
Wed 25th Pilates 9.30 - 10.30am

Thurs 26th Bowls 7.30 - 9.30pm
Fri 27th Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30pm

Caravan Club - 
Field

Sat 28th Caravan Club - 
Field

Sun 29th Caravan Club - 
Field

Dog Club - Field 10.00 - 11.00am
Mon 30th Private Booking 7.00 - 9.00pm

September ‘19 Diary 
All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated

M2 Junction 5 
Firstly, a big “thank you” to everyone who responded 
to Highways England consultation on the proposals for 
the redevelopment of the Stockbury roundabout.  I do 
not have the numbers but I am sure that they will have 
received over 100 responses. 
Over the next few weeks, everyone who wrote to them 
will receive a formal response.  Having seen a few of 
these, all the responses are remarkably similar 
regardless of the points people made.  
When you receive your response, you will find a 
paragraph towards the end which says: 
“In light of the above, I would be grateful if you would 
advise me if you are content with the response provided 
to your representation.  If you have any further 
queries, please contact us on the email…….. 
M2J5@Highwaysengland.co.uk “ 
If they have not answered your points to your 
satisfaction, could you please respond as they advise. 
This is important as, without anyone querying their 
responses, HE will claim that they consulted, answered 
people’s queries and everyone is content. 
For your information, this is the reply that I sent: 
“Thank you for your response which, as you might 
imagine, I find wholly inadequate. The line from 
Highways England has been consistent in claiming 
that there will be no detriment to the lives of people 
who live in the Parish of Stockbury, but I am afraid 
that simply asserting this without any objective 
justification does not answer the point.  
I also find the abrogation of responsibility for 
mitigating the problem that HE intends to create by 
asserting that the addition of a bridge is wholly a 
problem for Kent County Council to be inadequate. 
Without the proposed new road scheme, a bridge is 
desirable, but not essential.  If HE succeed in gaining 
permission / funding for the scheme as it stands, a 
bridge becomes essential for the safety of the residents 
of Stockbury and the preservation of the fragile local 
economy.  Given that the need arises as a direct 
consequence of HE's plans, I find it incredible that HE 
refuses to take any part of the responsibility for solving 
the problem. 
I look forward to the inevitable Public Inquiry which 
will provide impartial arbitration on the above.” 
Again, the “Garten numbers principle” applies: the 
more of us who respond, the greater the chance that we 
will be listened to. 

Phil Woods 
Chair, SPC



LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 
DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR 

WASTE, OIL AND SLUDGE REMOVAL, 

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, SEWAGE 
TREATMENT PLANTS 

 

    Church Lane (Next to the church), Stockbury, ME9 7RD 
 

     WWW.TOMSETTKENT.COM 

MONDAY— FRIDAY 8am — 5pm SATURDAY 8am — 12 noon  

STOCKBURY COMMUNITY BUS 

Mondays - Sittingbourne
Tuesdays - Maidstone

Thursdays - Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre)
Pickups from 9:30 a.m. close to where you live.  Give us a try!

07551 454702



Maidstone Borough Council 
Local Plan Consultation 

As Patrik explained in the last Observer, MBC are currently 
undertaking the first stage of consultation on the revised Local 
Plan.  Amongst other things, this plan will eventually set out 
where MBC will permit / encourage housing and business 
development within the Borough.  The housing aspect of this is 
particularly relevant to Stockbury given the pressure to deliver 
the Government’s housing targets and the pressure this may 
place on Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
In parallel with this, MBC have been asking landowners across 
the Borough to put sites forward for development.  This is 
potentially of great concern to us all as a local landowner is 
highly likely to put forward the site for the proposed “Binbury 
Park”. 
The consultation document can be accessed here: https://
www.maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/planning-
and-building/primary-areas/local-plan-review 

Please do look at this and follow the link to respond; the more 
of us who get involved, the better. 
There is, however, a major problem with the document that 
MBC are consulting on: it is written in a way that few of us 
stand any chance of comprehending. I have tried and, even as 
someone who used to write this sort of thing for a living, find it 
incredibly difficult to understand. 
If you also find it difficult, could you please still respond to 
Maidstone Council asking them for an “accessible” version.  I 
have done this and the other members of the Parish Council 
will do so as individuals but, as Patrik says, numbers count. 
The more of us who ask, the greater the chance that MBC will 
take it seriously and the greater the chance that they will 
produce consultation documents that we can all understand in 
the future. 

Phil Woods 
Chair, SPC 

St Mary Magdalene Church 
Stockbury

The services in September are as follows: 
1st September - 10am; Joint Benefice Communion 

Service  
8th September - 6pm Holy Communion with visit of 

Archdeacon Stephen 
15th September -- 6pm BCP Evensong. 

22nd September - 6pm Holy Communion 
29th September - 6pm BCP Evensong. 

On Sunday we were sad to learn that Liz is moving on 
in her ministry and has been appointed Priest in 
Charge of St Barnabas and to St Mary Magdalene, 
Gillingham.  She.will be licensed there on 7th 
December.  We are asked to pray for her and Phil, in 
their new appointment. 
For baptisms, weddings or funerals please contact The 
Rev’d Liz Cox on 01795 844241 

Penny Stevens - PCC Secretary

St Augustine’s RC, 
Deanwood Drive, Rainham 

Mass Times 
Weekdays 9.30 am 

Saturday 10.00 am and 6.00 pm 
Sunday 9.30 am and 11.00 am 

August Church Draw Winners 

CONGRATULATIONS!
1st - Louise Kitt 

£40 (185) 

2nd - Tony Kerr 
£20 (16) 

3rd - Jazara Canham 
£10 (228)

   Stockbury Book Club
       An Officer And A Spy 
        by Robert Harris 
This book tells the fictional story of true events of the French 
Officer Georges Picquart as he struggles to expose the truth 
about the doctored evidence that sent Alfred Dreyfus to Devil’s 
Island. 
As a group many thought the book had a very slow start and 
thought the middle was a a page turner with the end being 
described as disappointing or expected it to finish earlier.  The 
book was written in quite  a procedural way.  The average 
score for this book was 7.5. 

This month we are reading a classic but not a familiar one 
‘1066 And All That’ by W.C. Sellar and R.J.Yeatman. 

Happy reading. 
Bev Martin

https://www.maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/planning-and-building/primary-areas/local-plan-review
https://www.maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/planning-and-building/primary-areas/local-plan-review


	
	
	
	
	

 
Providing a full construction service from minor 

domestic work to new build projects 
 
Our highly skilled team have many years experience in 

 
Brickwork, Plastering, Decorating 

Electrical & Plumbing 
Kitchen & Bathroom Design and Installation 

Landscaping, Groundworks & Demolition 

	
Call	Us	Now	on	01795	842482	

For	a	FREE	Quotation	
	

Springbank Contractors Ltd can also assist in 
securing planning consent and site development for 

own use or resale 
Ideas can be discussed with our Chartered Surveyor 

Contact us at 
info@springbankltd.co.uk 

 

     

                  Established Stockbury Based Building Company 

Art Director/Manager
KAREN BRUNNING 

TONI&GUY - A1  NVQ  LEVEL 4  ASSESSOR
Over 25 years experience as a TONI&GUY franchisee

Ladies cut & blow dry
Mens cut & blow dry
Blow dry

CUTTING & DRY STYLING

SUPER SERVICES
Bridal hair
Luxury hair treatments
Hair extensions                                  by consultation
Wig cutting Specialist                      by consultation

COLOUR SERVICES
Highlights full head
Highlights half head
Highlights T Section
Additional Toner
Tint virgin hair
Tint Regrowth
Pieces and Gloss
Perm
             

£45
£35
£25

£65
£10

£55
£45
£35
£10
£45
£35/£40
£50
£55

FROM

FROM

Tel: 07809 277666
Email: karenbrunning@gmail.com

Based in Stockbury/Home visits available

AWARD WINNING M B Farms 

Monday to Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Post Office Hours 

Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri: 9.00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon 

National Lottery Now Available 
Web: http://www.mbfarms.co.uk

http://www.mbfarms.co.uk
http://www.mbfarms.co.uk


STOCKBURY COMMUNITY BUS 
“CALLING ALL PASSENGERS!” 

With a most enjoyable and very successful trip to 
Brighton last month, we’re off again! 

So where to this time?? 
Down to Hythe for a trip on the Romney Hythe & 
Dymchurch Light Railway for the,longest trip possible 
with the option to buy lunch or take a pack up!  There is 
also a Model Railway Exhibition within the route which 
may or may not be an option, time permitting. 
We will start the pick up early at 9am to be out the village 
by 9.30 and make our way direct via the motorway’s to 
Hythe, arriving in time to catch the first train at 10.30.  
We need to do this to make the most of the day as it is not 
cheap!  We will eventually leave Hythe about 4pm 
arriving back a little after 5.  And of course a quiz!!!!! 
It is on Wednesday 25th September.  As usual the trip 
will be free for concession holders and £5:00 per person 
for those without, payable on the day.  However  the cost 
of a train ticket is £16.60 a round trip to Dungeness/back 
and if you did buy fish/chips would probably be another 
£8.00 hence the pack up, perhaps !!!!!!!! 

What you waiting for?? 
Call Fiona NOW!!  07551 454702 

Highway Improvements 
Have your say! 

Stockbury Parish Council is in the early stages of 
drafting a Highway Improvement Plan (HIP).  Kent 
County Council is adopting a more pro-active 
approach to our roads, has changed its policy slightly 
on the implementation of 20 mph speed limits and 
traffic calming and welcomes HIPs from Parish 
Councils.  This plan can only consider roads that are 
the responsibility of Kent Highways, not Highways 
England who are responsible for motorways and, for 
example, the proposed Stockbury flyover. 
The purpose of a HIP is to consider priorities for road 
improvements, not matters that would be considered as 
maintenance.  Examples could be to consider speed 
limits or road layouts to reduce the speed of vehicles, 
an improved junction or new crossing, environmental 
enhancements (road colour, build-outs, gateway 
treatments to a village or single track road) but not 
mending a broken drain or potholes. 
A particular local issue appears to be the excessive 
speed of vehicles on country lanes which we feel could 
be addressed by a HIP, so we would like to know of 
any roads/lanes where this is a constant problem. 
Please have your say, we cannot promise your 
suggestion will be implemented but we can produce a 
plan to be submitted to Kent Highways that shows our 
priorities. 
Please email your suggestions to 
stockburyhip@gmail.com by 17th September 2019.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 	

Harrow Pétanque News 
Success at The Harrow 
The Harrow Pétanque Club is  
experiencing great success this season, 
with both teams challenging for top spot in Division 6 of 
the Kent League. 
The revival of the club’s fortunes has been helped in no 
small part by generous sponsorship from local business 
Spree NDT Sittingbourne, which has enabled the club to 
buy new kit and improve facilities.  Other sponsors include 
Manchett Utilities and the Kent Pétanque League .The club 
is extremely grateful for their support. 

The Harrow Pétanque Club is thriving and if you would like 
to try this exciting sport for all ages contact Sam, The 
Harrow landlord, for details (and perhaps book a meal at the 
same time!). 
Matches are played on a Wednesday and a particularly 
interesting match will be in October when Harrow Shires 
try to avenge the 5-0 defeat inflicted on them by Harrow 
Percherons earlier in the season. 
Aston Monk 
Aston, one of The Harrows original young players, has done 
exceptionally well this season being picked to play 
pétanque for England Espoirs in France. 
We are all very proud of Aston and we are confident he will 
go on to greater things particularly as both his parents  are 
keen players!! 

ZUMBA! 
Coming soon to Stockbury Village Hall 
Zumba Gold classes are due to commence at the hall 
during mid September on a Friday morning. 
Zumba Gold is a fun, dance based workout for the young 
at heart which focuses on balance, range of motion and 
co-ordination.  They are perfect for the more mature adult 
and you don't need to be ultra fit either! 
The first class is free with subsequent classes costing £5 
a time. 
For more information on a start date, please contact Sue 
Porter on 01795 843715. 

Why not get active with this dance based workout!! 
Go on, give it a try!!  You know you want to!! 

Ed- If I can do it, anyone can! 

mailto:stockburyhip@gmail.com
mailto:stockburyhip@gmail.com


calling all trad

-gamers! 

Following it’s initial success The Harrow 
Pub is continuing to host games  

evenings on the last Tuesday of every 
month at about 8pm. 

 This is a great opportunity to play old  

favourites and to learn new games. 

Come along for a sociable evening of fun  
and feel free to bring any games with you. 

Stockbury	
Neighbourhood	

Watch	
We are a Police registered Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme.  Neighbourhood Watch is a way for 
communities to help themselves stay safe.  We are 
volunteers who work in partnership with the police to: 

- Distribute safety advice 

- Help make sure that elderly and 
vulnerable residents are not targets to 
criminals 

- Gather information to help police tackle 
local problems 

- Alert residents when there is a particular 
crime problem in the area 

Our aim is to help people protect themselves and their 
properties and to reduce the anxieties of becoming a 
victim of crime. 

Please be vigilant and report suspicious characters or 
incidents to the police and also to your co-ordinator 
(details below).	

Co-ordinators will cascade any information from the 
police or neighbours to members.  

CONTACT NUMBERS: 
Emergency : 999 

(crime in progress/life threatening)  
Non-Emergency : 101 

Rosemary (Ann) Ballard (Co-ordinator)  
(01622) 736331 

Alternatively you may e-mail the Co-ordinator at: 

stockbury-neighbourhood@outlook.com 

Any ideas and views would be greatly welcomed at the 
above mentioned e-mail address. 

If you know of any other residents who would like to 
receive information from Stockbury Neighbourhood 
Watch, then please ask them to either contact the Co-
ordinator on the above telephone number or e-mail their 
details to the above mentioned e-mail address. 

Oil Boiler Specialists 
A big thank you to all my loyal customers.  

I have been doing a lot of training and readying my 
company for the new RHI launch and to this effect 
we can now offer you biomass boilers (log, pellet 

and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

All design and installs in-house this will allow you 
to gain the MCS payment from the government to 

cover the cost of installation. 

I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you 
all and keep your oil boilers running at their best 

Give me a call or email 
Mark Viccars 

Chestnut Plumbing 
07894-067151 
01795-842291 

chestnutplumbing@yahoo. co.uk  

OFTEC & HETAS Registered and Certified 

mailto:stockbury-neighbourhood@outlook.com
mailto:stockbury-neighbourhood@outlook.com


Patrik Says ….
Welcome to my September newsletter.  August is usually 
the month when there is very little news, at council level 
as well as nationally.  Just wait for September, or even 
October!  I am sure we’ll be once more engulfed with 
Brexit news.  More about this later but also at local level 
we have a few interesting weeks ahead.  
Let me however start off with some statistics: 

• Maidstone has currently a population of 169,955, 
living in 73,138 properties. 

• The Street Cleansing Department is responsible for 
621 miles of road. 

• Maidstone mechanically sweep 3,850 miles every year, 
meaning that on average each road gets swept 6.2 
times.  Naturally the town-centre benefits from more 
care than our rural roads. 

• There are 410 litter bins and MBC undertake 31,270 
empties every year (This doesn’t include the town 
centre). 

• Last year MBC removed 1,813 fly tips. 
Years ago, DEFRA created a National Indicator (NI195) 
for levels of litter, detritus, graffiti and fly posting.   
According to NI195, North Downs is the Borough’s joint 
cleanest ward for litter (0%) but only joint 10th place (out 
of 24 wards) for detritus 5%.  
I regularly travel our Ward and witness plenty of fast 
food packaging along my way.  However, I will leave 
these statistics for you to dwell over in anticipation of 
your own thoughts. (My contact details are below). 
Sorry for droning on about Maidstone’s Local Plan 
Review.  The Local Plan is the authority’s main 
instrument to shape the Borough for the decades to 
come.  Please take some time and respond to the current 
consultation.  Supporting documents can be viewed and 
downloaded from the council’s website 
www.maidstone.gov.uk/localplanreview 
I received some feedback at a recent parish council 
meeting and the main criticism is that this consultation is 
too intricate and technical, which will exclude many 
people by virtue of that complexity. 
I cannot disagree, as the Local Plan is to Maidstone, is 
what Brexit is to International Relations.  Both are very 
technical issues, far from being simple black and white 
subjects; many grey shades indeed! 
This 8 page summary document may help: 
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0003/284808/Local-Plan-Review-
Summary-document.pdf 
If you feel overwhelmed by the catalogue of technical 
questions, please say so on your response form.  Nobody 
can expect you to be a qualified town planning expert.  
We councillors (across all parties) are keen to engage the 
public and we are very keen to learn from the last Local 
Plan, which turned out to be a disaster.  (It was before 

my time as your Councillor – I hasten to add).  
I intend to ask the question at committee in October how 
well this consultation was received by the public.  In 
particular I will be looking for any evidence of the 
questions being unsuitably complicated or the consultation 
not being accessible under disability legislation.  So please 
don’t resign and throw the paper in the bin.  Put down all 
comments which come to your mind, even if it is that you 
don’t understand the question(s).  There are no bad 
answers!  If you find the consultation too complex we need 
to know!   And please don’t forget, the deadline will be 
Monday 30 September at 17:00 hours – UK time ! 
Yes you guessed it, Brexit (31st October at 23:00 hours UK 
time) will feature once more in my newsletter: 
Planning at a local level is being stepped up.  The basic 
framework is provided by the statutory arrangements, as 
set out in the Civil Contingencies Act.   
M20 – In order to keep traffic moving on the M20, and to 
avoid having to activate Operation Stack, Operation Brock 
was developed in the months leading up to the original 
planned Brexit date of 31st March.  This involved 
construction of a barrier on the M20 between junctions 9 
and 11, which would allow four lanes of moving traffic to 
use the existing London-bound carriageway, two in each 
direction, leaving the coast-bound carriageway free for 
queues of freight vehicles. 
Operation Brock was activated in March, then de-
activated, leaving two lanes of the London-bound 
carriageway vacant.  These lanes can be brought into use 
again for coast-bound traffic under the Operation Brock 
arrangements given 18-24 hours notice.  If a spontaneous 
incident takes place, the authorities would have to revert to 
Operation Stack. 
The government continues to hold Manston in reserve and 
the M26 and will activate this as part of Operation Brock 
too. 
The international Common Transit Convention (CTC), of 
which the UK is a member, independent of our EU 
membership, allows for goods to cross borders without 
completing import and export declarations.  The CTC 
system requires transit movements to be initiated at an 
‘Office of Departure’.  HMRC is in the process of 
establishing six CTC offices – five in Kent, one in Essex – 
that may be used by freight traffic and is working with the 
local authorities concerned.   
More generally, the government perceives a need to 
provide advice to importers and exporters and plans a 
network of information points not just in Kent but 
throughout the country. 

Maidstone Borough Council Continuity Planning 
We have a group of key officers, chaired by our Chief 
Executive, which meet regularly to co-ordinate 
arrangements.  MBC are now reviewing our plans again 
and will carry out checks to ensure that they are ready to be 
implemented. 
MBC envisage that staff who are not in customer-facing 
roles may work from home if traffic becomes unreasonably 
congested around the town.  We had a successful test in 
spring and will have another trial run in September. 

Cont’d ….. 

http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/localplanreview
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/284808/Local-Plan-Review-Summary-document.pdf
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/localplanreview
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/284808/Local-Plan-Review-Summary-document.pdf




Stockbury 
Gardeners

Patrik Says cont’d …. 
Councillors have an important role, particularly in 
communicating with the public.  I will send out regular 
updates if and when needed via my list of personal 
subscribers of my newsletter.  You can ping me an email 
to be included on my own direct list.  In Stockbury I will 
also communicate via the Parish Council who’ll forward 
my updates via the Nextdoor network.  
Finally, would you like to learn to Mediate?  Maidstone 
Mediation are running a free training course in 
September.  You can learn new skills to use in the 
community and help resolve conflicts.  Call or visit to 
find out more: Maidstone Community Support Centre,  
01622 692843 or check their website  
www.maidstonemedia.on.co.uk 
…. and there was me starting this month’s edition with 
the line “August is usually the month when there is very 
little news” …… 
PATRIK GARTEN (Cons)        
MBC Councillor for North Downs Ward 
Email: - patrikgarten@maidstone.gov.uk 
Phone: 01622-807907 
(for back-copies of  my Newsletters see: https://
www.stockbury.org.uk/observer )       

Cockett’s Corner Ditty 
It’s nearly the end of school holidays 
So please remember the jolly days 
School breaks will come to an end 

So parents shattered nerves can mend 
They will now need to deceive  

By hiding presents ’til Christmas Eve 

Full of good news again this month I see John! 😆  - Ed 

Our next meeting of The Gardeners is in Sandwich.  
We are meeting at the hall on the 5th September and 
will travel to Salutation House on The Stockbury 
Community Bus for a guided tour of the gardens, 
followed by an open-air fish and chip supper by the 
riverside  Please advise our secretary if you are 
interested in participating.  Any latecomers will need to 
travel by car. 
Our October meeting will be at the hall again where we 
will have our AGM and the Autumn Show/Competition. 
Well … the weather has been a real challenge this year 
hasn’t it?  But I am sure that the butterfly population has 
benefitted greatly from the warm weather and the 
abundance of flowers. 
In the vegetable garden you will have to be on the 
lookout for ‘blight’, as conditions are now perfect for 
the spore formation which facilitates the disease; it 
seriously affects potatoes and outdoor tomatoes.  There 
is no real cure for this, so in recognising the browning 
and dying back of the leaves, you should within a few 
hours remove the tomatoes and cut off and burn the 
haulms.  With potatoes you should simply cut off the 
tops and again destroy them, leaving the remaining 
potatoes in the ground to dig up later. 
Members have again been competing in flower and 
vegetable competitions throughout the south east and 
returning with top show awards. 

Still to come and open to the public are The National 
Vegetable Society Kent Branch Show at Wingham Nr. 
Canterbury; this is open on 7th and 8th September from 2 
until 4 pm each day.  There are prize vegetables from the 
best growers in Kent.  Also, The Kent Federation of 
Horticultural Societies has its Autumn Show on the 15th 

September at the Ditton Community Centre and is open 
from 2 until 4 pm.  There you can see a fine selection of 
flowers and vegetables. 
See right a recent 2M long  
parsnip from the 
Edenbridge & Oxted  
Agricultural Show grown  
and awarded to a  
Stockbury member. 
Happy gardening. 

Chris Spree 

Up Yours Cancer! 
Charity Event 

We would like to thank all that attended the Up Yours 
Cancer event on 26th July. 

We are pleased to inform you that we raised an amazing 
£5,225 which has been split evenly between CRUK and 
Macmillan Cancer Support.  We were overwhelmed by 
everyone’s generosity.  
Thank you to all that supported the event. 

Rebecca & Richard 





   
Stockbury 
& Hartlip CC 

With only 9 players, one of whom was going to travel from 
London and another guest who had far to travel, motorway 
closures and an iffy weather forecast, I decided to cancel 
our fixture with Sturry who play the other side of 
Canterbury.  In the event the weather was fine so it was 
obviously a bad decision. 

The following week we hosted Egerton and as we had 2 of 
our ”big guns” and I won the toss, I decided to bat. 
Another bad decision as our “big guns” turned out to be a 
Derringer and a .22 Biretta.  However Ted did score 33, 
our guest Aiden, 34 and Mark Webb batted well for his 27. 
Single figures from everyone else but extras (17) saw us 
limp to the modest total of 124. 
We did make them bat for 26 overs to get their winning 
total, with Aiden getting 2 wickets and Damien once again 
bowling well to get 2 for 20.  Great fielding in the deep by 
Oscar and Jemima was also instrumental in keeping the 
run rate down. 
Having informed our next opponents, Downe, that we 
were having problems raising a team they told us to turn 
up with what we had and they would lend us some fielders. 
Our intrepid septet turned up and we were lent a first time 
player and two 7 year old twin girls who fielded very well 
on the opposite boundaries.  Setting this field to our 
limited bowling attack was quite a challenge and it was no 
surprise that runs came easy.  Jon Brignall bowled their 
opener for 76 and then took a good catch off of Damian’s 
bowling to remove the other opener for 46.  This however 
was the extent of our success with a 15 year old getting his 
maiden 50, his partner also achieving his first 50 and then 
going on to get his ton.  This was due mainly to another 
awful spell from the captain (0 for 62 from 10 overs). 
In reply our openers, Paul White 45 and Jon Brignall 61, 
gave us a really good start and some dour batting from the 
rest of us saw us play out for the draw with the loss of only 
5 wickets. 
Once again a good day was had by all and the fixture is 
booked for next year (if there is a next year). 
I add that remark because we have had to cancel our last 
two fixtures through lack of players and are almost certain 
to cancel our Sept 1st game at home. 
At a committee meeting last year, having given them a list 
of possible players who had said they would be available 
occasionally, plus a few ‘definites' I was told that some of 
them would not play, that a number of the youngsters 
would be away from home for part of the season and that I 
was being too optimistic. 
In spite of having recruited 4 new older players and 
persuading one to come out of retirement, it seems that 
they were right as we have had to rely on getting guest 
players from far and wide to fulfil our fixtures and have 
only fielded 11 players twice.  Of course a few injuries 
have not helped and this is the holiday season but we 
should have a squad large enough to cope. 

It appears that my aim of getting a pool of players from 
Stockbury and Hartlip WAS ” pie in the sky” and it 
seems that unless we can get some local people who 
are prepared to join the club and commit to playing 
reasonably regularly, we may have to lose our cricket 
club which would be a shame. 
We are looking for people who WANT to play cricket, 
NOT experienced cricketers and age is immaterial but 
enthusiasm is essential. 
Our last game of the season is at home against 
Davington on the 8th of September and we really need 
to field a full team, so if you want a game or want to 
talk about your possible involvement PLEASE 
CONTACT ME. 

Roger Milton 
01795 844642 or 07494 341824 

Fun Facts! 
• You can’t wash your eyes with soap 
• You can't count your hair 
• You cant breathe through your nose with your 

tongue out 
• You just tried it! 
• When you did, you realised that it is possible, only 

you look like a dog! 
• You're smiling right now because you were 

fooled! 

😆



Our	showroom	based	in	the	High	Street,	Si:ngbourne	has	over	16	se:ngs		
of	bathroom	and	kitchens	

with	a	vast	selec.on	of	doors	from		tradi.onal	and	contemporary	designs	
We	provide	a	full	service	package	which	not	only	includes	the	supply	and	installa.on	of	your	

new	kitchen	or	bathroom	but	also	all	of	the	associated	plumbing	and	.ling,	plastering,		
	electrical	installa.on,	small	building	work	and	decora.on.	

Our	highly	skilled	fiDers	and	engineers	will	see	to	every	detail	of	your	installa.on	from	start	to	
finish	with	each	job	supervised,	you	can	relax	and	watch	your	new	room	take	shape	to	your	custom	

design.	
We	are	members	of	Checkatrade	with	an	average	ra.ng	of	9.82	out	of	10	and	also	Kent	County	
Council	Trading	Standards	approved	and	Bri.sh	Ins.tute	of	KBB	installa.ons	member	with	all	

the	relevant	accredita.on	and	insurances.	

A	family	run	business	so	our	reputa=on	is	your	guarantee.	

Showroom	01795	522533	
Workshop	01622	616117	

Website:	www.ellioInstall.o.uk	
Email:	info@ellioInstall.co.uk	

	 TD	ROOFING	&	DECORATING	
	 THE	COPPICE,	STOCKBURY	VALLEY	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
STOCKBURY	ME9	7QN	
01795	844801/07741	185775	

	 	 	

	Professional	&	Reliable	Services	
	

We	are	a	family	run	company	with	30	years	in	the	roofing	and	decorating	industry	
Where	quality	is	a	must	in	materials	and	workmanship	

Where	all	our	customers	come	first	from	a	small	repair	to	a	complete	new	roof	
	

We	cover	all	areas	in	and	around	Kent	
We	provide	a	free	no	obligation	written	quotation	

For	domestic	and	commercial	customers	
	

We	Cover	All	Aspects	of	Roofing	
New	Roofs	vStrip/Re-Tile	v3	Layer	Felt	Roofing	v	Flat	Roofs	vLead	Work		Roofing	Repairs	v	Leak	Tracing	v	Steel	Sheet	Roofing 

Poly-Carbonate	Roofing	v	Conservatory	Roofs	v	Storm	Damage	v	Moss	Removal	v	Chimney	Repairs/Removal	
UPVC	Fascia,	Sofitts,	Cladding	v	All	Types	of	Guttering	v	Repointing	v	Lead	Roofs	v	Roof	Reports	v	Insurance	Work	

	
Decorating	Services	

All	Types	of	Wood	Shield	Masonry	Coating	v	Masonry	Coatings	v	Wood	Staining	v	Gloss	Coatings	v	High	Build	Textured	Coatings	
Timber	Fascia’s,	Sofitts	Replaced/Repaired	v	Timber	Weather	Boards/Cladding	Replaced/Repaired	

	
All	work	prepared	and	carried	out	to	a	high	standard	

Quality	Brands	and	Materials	used	at	all	times	
	

Fully	Insured	
	

Email:	tdroofing@hotmail.co.uk	
www.tdroofinganddecorating.co.uk	

	

http://www.elliottinstall.o.uk
mailto:info@elliottinstall.co.uk
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             01795 435060 

 
The Coach House  39b High Street   Sittingbourne  Kent  ME10 4AW 
 

Are you fed up with taking Pain killers?    

Are you being told its ‘just your age’ ? 

Has stretching or ‘working through it’ not helped? 

Are you trying to avoid surgery? 

Come and chat to see how we can help you 

Or call 01795 435060 and one of our Physiotherapists will call you back. 

Recognised by all insurance companies...Self-pay welcome... 
Referral not necessary unless your insurance company requires it... 
Evening and weekend appointments available… 
 
01795 435060  or   Email: info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 
Find us on our website:    www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 
 
 

Observer Deadline! 
If you would like to advertise or have item included 

in next months Observer, we must receive it no 
later than 

Monday 23rd September  
Please email your contributions to  

stockburyobserver@gmail.com 

Calling All Advertisers 
Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable 

and have remained unchanged for the 9th 
consecutive year : 

£85 for a half page or £55 for a quarter page 
Our advertising year starts in June and new adverts 
for less than 12 months duration will be charged on 

a pro-rata basis.  Rates for ads smaller than a 
quarter page will be given on application. 

If you would like to take out an ad, please email 
stockburyobserver@gmail.com  The editor will 

confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent along 
with details of how to pay. 

If you are a new customer, please also attach your 
ad, preferable in MS Word or Powerpoint.  Please 

bear inmind when designing your ad that large solid 
blocks of colour may not look so good in the black 
and white paper edition of The Observer, despite 

looking good for our online edition. 
This is a great opportunity to promote your 

business as The Observer is delivered to every 
household within the Parish of Stockbury as well as 

having an online presence. 
It’s never too late to advertise in 

The Stockbury Observer! 

Stockbury Parish Council 
Minutes 

The minutes for our Parish Council meeting will be 
approved at the following meeting and will then be 

Mobile Library Dates 

12th & 26th September ‘19 
At the Village Hall 

9.10 - 9.40am 

Free Small Ads 
The“Small Ads” section is for Stockbury Parish  residents to 
sell redundant or unwanted items in good condition.  If you 
have any such items, please send the details to the Editor at 
stockburyobserver@gmail.com and they will be advertised for 
free in The Observer for one month only. 
We accept no responsibility for the quality of the items 
advertised for sale or the handling of payment between buyer 
and vendor. 

Why Not Visit Us At 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

http://www.stockbury.org.uk
mailto:stockburyobserver@gmail.com
mailto:stockburyobserver@gmail.com
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Useful Contact Information
Church Matters 
St. Mary Magdalene

Revd Liz Cox 
revlizcox@outlook.com

01795 435184

Community Bus Booking Line 07551 454702

Cricket Club Roger Milton  -  rogerandirene@btinternet.com 01795 844642

Crimestoppers (Confidential) 0800 55511

Dancing Club Brian Crisp 01634 231886

Dog Club Mick Bingham 01795 842480

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866

Environment Agency Incident Hotline 0800 807060

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection Including bulky items 01622 602162

Gardeners stockburygardeners@live.com

Golf Society Jeff Hall 01795 843296

Hall Bookings Sue Porter 01795 843715

Kent County Councillor Shellina Prendergast 
shellina.prendergast@kent.gov.uk

Maidstone BC Councillor Patrik Garten  -  patrikgarten@maidstone.gov.uk 01622 807907

MB Farms Stores & Post Office 01795 842401

Member of Parliament 
Faversham & Mid Kent Ward

Helen Whately - helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

Neighbourhood Watch Ann Ballard 01622 736331

Not So Young Club Rosemary Leonard 01634 232672

Parish Council Clerk Sherrie Babington 01634 867173

Petanque Club Tina Jacobs 07743 910185

Photographic Club Tim Arnold  -  timarnold@btinternet.com 01795 843049

Police Emergency Only 
Non-Emergency

999 
101

Police Community Support  
Officers for Stockbury

Daniel Genn 
daniel.genn@kent.pnn.police.uk

101

Public Footpaths & Bridleway Reporting issues with.  -  westprow@kent.gov.uk 03000 417171

Roads, Potholes, etc (manned 24hrs)  -  www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/
report-a-problem

03000 418181

RSPCA 0300 1234999

Short Mat Bowls Brenda Groves - quizqueen106@gmail.com 01634 388425

South East Water Emergency Only 
Non-Emergency

0333 000 0365 
0333 000 3330

Stockbury Observer - Editor stockburyobserver@gmail.com

The Harrow Public House stockburypub@gmail.com 01795 843222

WI Pat Fothergill 01622 734093
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