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Firstly, I must apologise for an error 

last month—the Fun Quiz for the 

Church is to be held on the 7th September not the 17th.   

I am sorry for any inconvenience. 

Sue Gardner 

At this point, the editor decided to disappear on 

holiday and left me with the task of putting the paper 

together. I apologise if the usual standards of layout 

have not been maintained and hope that I have omitted 

nothing you submitted.                               Sub Editor 

 

 

 

Also this month: 

 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green 

Service dates; W.I.; Poet’s Corner; Puzzle Corner; 

Cottage Gardeners; Not So Young Club 

Reports from: Community Bus; Church Lottery 

Winners;  Book Club; WI; South Green Church;  

Gardners; Fower Show and Fete, 

Crimestoppers, Cricket matches, 

Neibourhood Watch 

Notices & Dates:  Library, 2013 Stockbury 

Observer Deadline dates; Community Bus schedule; 

Cricket Club fixtures; Church Quiz, International 

Evening, 

 THE HARROW  

Roy and Di welcome you all to The Harrow and we 

look forward to meeting you and becoming part of the 

village. We are now open from 11am-11pm every day, 

but at this stage the kitchen is closed and being 

refurbished and we hope to open it as soon as possible. 

We require a cook/chef and if you know of anyone or 

are interested yourself please call in and see us. 

September 2013—Editor’s notes 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 
 

The minutes for a parish council meeting 

will be approved at the following meeting  

and will then be published on 

www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the 

meeting at which they were approved 

Diary for September 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Sun 1st Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls AGM 2.00-3.00 pm 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 3rd Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 4th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
Thur 5th Gardeners 8.00-10.00 pm 
Fri 6th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 7th Church Quiz 7.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 8th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 10th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 11th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
  WI 7.30-9.30 pm 
Thur 12th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
  Caravan Club Thurs-Sun - Field  
Fri 13th Caravan Club 7.00-11.00 pm 
Sat 14th Caravan Club 7.00-11.00 pm 
Sun 15th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
  Cricket 1.00-7.00 pm 
Tues 17th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 18th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
  Parish Council 7.00-9.30 pm 
Thur 19th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 20th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 21st Dog Club AGM 2.00-5.00 pm 
Sun 22nd Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
  Cricket 1.00-7.00 pm 
Tue 24th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 25th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
Thur 26th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 

Fri 27th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 

Sun 29th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 

Indian Summer? 

by John Cockett 
 

This year, coming up to September 

Has been something for us to remember 

Local farmers have started to grin 

As the harvest begins to come in 

Very soon though the hedges and trees 

Will be covered in nice golden leaves 

What has been a warm summers breeze 
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SERVICES AT SOUTH GREEN CHURCH 
Services will be held at 10am each of the five Sundays 
in September.  
The service on 29th will be our Harvest Festival and  
will be led by our by our new Superintendent Minister 
Rev. Dr. Garry Watt. 
You will be made most welcome in our little church. 
 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday 5th October 10.30 – 12.30 
in South Green Church Hall. 
Come and enjoy a coffee and a cake whilst having a 
chat with friends and neighbours. There will be a bring 
and buy stall and contributions of cakes will be most 
welcome. 
We look forward to seeing you.  
Freddie Davey and Doreen Acock 
 
 
STOCKBURY AND SOUTH GREEN CHURCHES 
Our annual Charity Lunch will be held on Saturday 2nd 
November in Stockbury Village Hall 12-2pm in aid of 
Dementia UK. Further details later. 
Brenda Mace and Freddie Davey 

The services in September are 
as follows: 
 
1 September – 6.0pm, Sung Communion. 
8 September – 6.0pm,  Evensong  
15 September– 6.0pm, Sung Communion 
22 September – 6.0pm,  Evensong 
29 September – 10.30am benefice service @ Hartlip 
 
Please support the Fun Quiz in aid of the church on 
Saturday 7 September in the village hall. See posters 
for details.  
 
The church is now open from 10.00am to 4.00pm 
every Saturday and Sunday until the end of 
September. You are invited to visit and enjoy the 
peace of this special building.  
 
 
Details of the range of services held within the benefice 
of the six parishes, to which Stockbury belongs, can 
also be found on the parishes' website – 
www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd Liz Cox .   

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Stockbury WI 
 

In July Judith arranged another 
theatre trip, this time to the 

Marlowe, Canterbury to see the dancing show 
featuring Vincent and Flavia of "Strictly Come 
Dancing" fame. A mixed group of members and 
friends made up the party and enjoyed a very 
entertaining show. 
 There were only 3 W.I. ladies assisting with teas 
and cake selling duties on fete day on Aug. 17th ; 
the rest of us were either on holiday or doing family 
things. Brenda M was involved with the Gardeners' 
Show as she does every year. The weather wasn’t 
as kind as it could have been, but I’ve been told it 
was a good event. Thanks to Wendy, Brenda B 
and Irene for being there for W.I. 
 So we look forward to the Sept. events:- 
 4th Sept. Outing to the Secret Garden, Sandwich. 
 7th Sept. Taking part in the Fun Quiz in aid of the 
  Church in the hall 
10th.Sept. 3 ladies going to a Traditional            
    Workshop Day at  Bredhurst  
11th Sept. The monthly meeting, when our friends 
    from Westwell W.I. come  for the  
    evening to hear David Westphal on “ 
    Livery Companies of the City of  
    London.” If you are interested in this  
    subject  do join us at the hall from 
    7.30pm that night.     

Bridget 

September Sudoku (medium) Solutions on 

page 10 

STOCKBURY NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 

 

It was a fine sunny morning as 27 members waited for 
the coach to take us to Sissinghurst Castle on the 18th 
July. The journey was quite exciting A telegraph pole 
was brought down right in front of our coach by a high 
sided lorry. Our driver did a good job in stopping and 
negotiating narrow lanes to get us to Sissinghurst only 
half an hour late. A lovely day had by all. 
  The 6th August brought us all together again, this time 
on the 'Allington Bell', a trip along the Medway with a 
Fish & Chip supper. We had a 50p stall at the fete on 
the 17th August. We were all back together again on the 
20th August at Squirrel House for an American Supper 
in the garden, the weather kept warm and fine. 

Shirley Moss 
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Fixture dates for your diary: 
 
 
Sept 1st       Friendly Minster Away 
Sept 8th League Littlebourne Away 
Sept 15th     Friendly    Pegasus Home 
Sept 22nd  Friendly Three Horseshoes Home 
 
All matches to start promptly at 2.00 pm  but 
please always check with our Captain, Tom 
Bulbrook 07780 440526 

STOCKBURY Cricket Club  

in association  

with Hartlip CC 

 

Winning Tickets Saturday 10th August 2013 
 

1st prize Linda Nicholas Hartlip 
2nd prize Sally Pirie Sittingbourne 
3rd prize NSYC Stockbury 
 

Future Prizes 
September   £50 £30 £20 £15 
October, November   £30 £20 £15 
December  £100 £50 £30 £20 £15 

 

Tickets still on sale— now at £5 each until December 

SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND 

MONTHLY DRAW 

STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
 

Book Title:  Engleby 

 

Author: S. Faulks 

 

Our Rating: 5/10 

 

Stockbury Book Club met on a balmy summer evening for 

our annual BBQ and book review.  It was the evening that the 

Duchess of Cambridge's baby was born and we awaited news 

of the birth whilst enjoying a delicious feast courtesy of our 

hosts Moira and Alan Cooke, with other book club members 

contributing complementary dishes and wine. 

 As we sat in Moira and Alan's garden eating, drinking and 

enjoying the sound of water running in their garden pool, it 

was difficult to concentrate on the purpose of the evening - to 

discuss Engleby by Sebastian Faulks.  But (eventually) we 

did, and surprisingly this book met with a very varied 

reception.  Three of our members loved the book; the other 

six members didn't like it at all! So voting was difficult and 

ranged from 2 out of 10 to 8 out of 10.  We settled on a 5 as 

average!   

 Faulks has been prolific in his work, his most renowned 

book probably being Birdsong which was about the First 

World War and recently adapted for television.  Engleby 

followed the pattern that Faulks has adopted in writing about 

mental illness and this book tells the story of a young man in 

further education and his inability to cope with or take part in 

society around him.  It culminates in the revelation that 

Engleby's character is darker than first suggested and results 

in his institutionalisation.  Some of us found this a bit too 

depressing and hard work! But, why not give it a try and see 

what you think? 

 

Denise Summer 

Environmental Crime in 
Partnership with Crimestoppers  
Crimestoppers is an independent charity helping to find 
criminals and help solve crimes. Crimestoppers is not a 
replacement for the 24 hours a day, 7 days per week 
incident reporting number shown above of 0800 80 70 
60. You should continue to call 0800 80 70 60 if an 
environmental incident is happening or about to happen—
see above  
When to contact Crimestoppers  
Crimestoppers know that in some instances people want to 
give information but don’t want to reveal their identity, or be 
asked to make a statement or appear in court.  
Crimestoppers guarantee that:  

you will never be asked for your name  
your call will not be recorded  
your call or online form will not be traced  
you will not have to make a statement  
you will not appear in court  

There are certain areas of environmental crime that are of 
more interest, but please don’t be deterred from reporting 
anything that you hear or see.  
If you have information on these areas and you want to 
report anonymously please call Crimestoppers on  
0800 555 111 or alternatively use the online form  

PILATES 
 
No, this is not Yoga! 
 Pilates is a gentle form of 
exercise that aims to strengthen 
specific muscles under the direction of a qualified 
instructor.  As age creeps on it is important to keep the 
body as toned and supple as possible. Each person is 
instructed at the level they can manage, so there is no 
pressure. 
 Sessions with Celia in the village hall will begin in 
September after the summer break. They start at 
9.30am for an hour and cost £8 a morning ( you only 
pay when you attend). 
 Do consider coming along – you can only benefit!  
Loose clothing is advised. 
 

Penny Stevens  
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September Crossword 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

     All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order to 

fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, see page 7 for 

details.  Please provide your articles sooner if possible please.   

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

Solutions on page 10 

  

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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S T O C K B U R Y  C O T T A G E  
G A R D E N E R S  

 

This month you should by now be harvesting from the fruit and 
vegetable garden. It always appears that the whole garden is 
ready to harvest more or less at the same time.  Cabbages 
cauliflowers beans and courgettes all are ready at the same 
instant! 
 In order to make the most of this you have to preserve and 
freeze as much as you can for use later in the year, I do 
however still have surplus to give to the neighbours though. 
 The weather is still playing havoc even though we are still 
a good 3 or 4 weeks behind what would be a normal season. 
 I have never known raspberries both summer and autumn 
varieties to crop together what an odd effect the weather has 
had on fruit. 
 I have had a complete failure with celery this year, the 
whole crop died as a result of overheating. 
 Nevertheless here are few tips in the veg garden. 

 Broad beans and peas, after harvest do not pull up the 
roots, as  they benefit the ground by fixing nitrogen from 
the atmosphere and converting it into nitrogen nodules, 
you can clearly see them if you observe the roots, simply 
dig them over later in the season. 

 Beware of mildew on greenhouse cucumbers, caused by 
dramatic temperature changes at night and lack of 
ventilation. 

 Keep runner and French beans watered as the weather 
can still be dry in September, sweet corn should be ready 
to harvest now, try one first you can generally tell when 
they are best to harvest when the tassel on top has started 
to go brown, stick a thumb nail into a corn and if it oozes 
with a white liquid it is ready to eat, do not leave them too 
long in the stem as they will be like bullets to eat!! 

 Carrots will be ready now so eat some and freeze some, 
late crop varieties can be left in the ground for further 
growth. My long carrots for the competitions are really 
looking great and should make up to 4 feet in length! 

 Do not lift parsnips yet, be patient with them as they need 
to be “frosted” in order for them to turn the starch into 
sugar which gives them the wonderful taste. 

 Onions can be lifted once they have bent their stems over, 
they can be dried in order to store them in a cool shed or 
garage. 

 Still time for catch crops such as spinach, and some of the 
Chinese vegetable varieties. 

 Sow now cauliflower (all year round) for planting out later 
in the year, sow spring onions for use in the spring. 

Now for the flower garden: 

 Roses need to be really cared for in dry weather, keep 
them watered and dead headed, spray against mildew and 
blackspot every 2 weeks. 

 Wisteria can be pruned now and again in January; I will try 
and remind you! 

 Box hedge can be trimmed but not much later than the first 
week in September, yew can be pruned and trimmed now 
any time in September. 

 Feed and water hanging baskets and at the end of the 
season take them apart and save any exceptional plants in 
the greenhouse for propagating.   

 If you are like me, in the winter which will soon be round, 
you like a good read, try searching on ebay for the 
“Popular Encyclopaedia of Gardening”.  

If you are patient you can find all three volumes of this 
wonderful book for a few pounds but be aware that postage 
may be up to £8.00 ish! 

 Don’t forget the garden shows are just around the 
corner so pay us a visit in the village hall. 
Good gardening! Chris Spree—Chairman 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Stockbury Neighbourhood Watch 
(NHW) is a reactive rather than 
proactive scheme thanks largely to 
the fact that we have relatively few 
incidents occurring in the parish. 
Long may this remain the case. 
 The scheme co-ordinator, Tony 
Kerr, receives email notification from 

the Maidstone NHW office of any incidents that have 
taken place in and around our area. Some are crime 
reports, others are warnings about things to be aware 
of such as bogus traders, scams etc. Those that he 
feels are relevant to Stockbury he publicises on the 
notice board in the Farm Shop and on the village 
website.  
 As many readers have email he proposes to inform 
those who wish to be kept informed about NHW by 
email. If you wish to receive information about crime 
and incidents in our area please let him have your 
name, address and email address. Please send these 
details to tony.lorna@hotmail.co.uk. You will not be 
bombarded by emails as very few incidents impact on 
Stockbury.  He will only contact you if he feels an 
incident may have some relevance for you.  

Stockbury Gardeners’ Summer Show 
 Trophy Results: 

 

 

RHS Banksian Medal  D Amos 

KFHS Silver Medal  L Levermore 

NVS Medal  C Spree 

Stockbury Farmers Challenge 
Cup 

 C Spree 

W Manktelow Cup  D Amos 

Wallace Challenge Cup  D Amos 

Shillinghurst Nursery Challenge 
Trophy 

 J Harman 

Goodhew Trophy  B Mace 

Bill Bailey Trophy  D Amos 

Robert & Alice Staines Memorial 
Bowl 

 L Gransden 

W Manktelow Trophy  L Gransden 

Frank Sharp Cup  M Johnson 

Cockett Challenge Shield  J Adaway 

mailto:tony.lorna@hotmail.co.uk
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Visit us on: 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   
 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 
 
 

Available after the 1st of each 
month 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 
We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 
info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  
Chartered Physiotherapists 
( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a  

‘day against’ pain... 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
  

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday                     8.00 am—3.00 pm   

  

Find us now on Facebook! 

Post Office hours National Lottery now available 
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out the front of Stockbury Village 

Hall every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 

FUN QUIZ 
In aid of  

Stockbury Church 

 
SATURDAY 

7th September 2013 

at 

Stockbury Village Hall 

7.30 pm start 

 

£5.50 per person 

includes soft drinks and nibbles  

(Bring own glasses) 
 

Team of 6 - 8 per table 

 

Contact Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

STOCKBURY OBSERVER DEADLINES 

Please note the following 2013 deadlines as the 3rd Friday 

of the month with the exception of November when it will 

be the 4th Friday.  Please send your submission as soon as 

you can—no need to leave it to the last minute.  Many 

thanks for your consideration:   

September 20th November 22nd 

October 18th December 20th 

The Editor 

KENT'S MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE 
Reminder 
We are fortunate that the mobile library visits Stockbury 
every week from 10am to 10.20am on Thursdays.  It carries 
a wide variety of books including talking books, large print 
and children's and also DVD films.  Virtually any book or film 
can be ordered for a small charge. 
 Once you have joined ( this is free), you may borrow up 
to 30 items and keep then for up to one month, though no 
charge is made for items returned late. 
 The van has induction loops and a wheelchair platform 
lift. 
 This is an excellent rural facility so please support it. With 
Autumn coming, it is  a good time to think about some good 
reads!  Penny Stevens 
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LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

Saturday Freighter Service—Stockbury Village Hall 
 

The next collection: 

14th September 10:15—11.00                               Note the new MBC website 
 

For more information : http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/20243/Saturday-Freighter-Service-22-

June-2013-26-October-2013.pdf 

Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 
 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m.  

close to where you live 
 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

International Evening 
 

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

Saturday 30th November 
 

Featuring 
 

Kensei Taiko Drummers 
 

French Close-Up Magician 
 

Disco 
 

3 course meal 
 

£25 pp. 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
                                                       

Call Sue Porter for tickets  

 01795 843715 

Sponsored by 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 
 

It’s not too late...to advertise in the : 
 

Stockbury Observer 

 Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and 

have remained unchanged for the third, consecutive year: 
 

 £85 for a half page 

 £55 for a quarter page 
 

 Our advertising year started in June but if you would like 

to take out an ad for the remaining months you still can. 

 Adverts for less than 12 months duration and smaller 

sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis on application.  

Please email: stockburyobserver@googlemail.com to express 

your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and send you an 

invoice and details of how to pay. 

 If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, 

preferably in MS Word or Publisher.  Please bear in mind 

when designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may 

not look so good in black and white on the paper version, 

despite looking great on our website. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this 

parish plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great 

opportunity to promote your business:  The Editor  
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High Halstow C.C. vs. Stockbury C.C. 
Sunday 11 August 2013 by Glen Martin 

A strong Stockbury line-up approached the game 
in confident mood. The early dismissal of opener 
Louie Newell for 10 in the 3rd over brought Oscar 
Ratcliffe to the crease to join his younger brother 
Ted. They built a partnership of 117 runs before 
Ted was dismissed for 64 in the 18

th
 over, his 

maiden 50 for Stockbury. Oscar was joined by Hal 
Pearson, playing his first Stockbury game of the 
season, and the pair added another 54 runs 
before Hal departed for 27. Clifton Muil then 
bludgeoned 91 from just 33 balls including 3 sixes 
and 15 fours before being stumped in the 39th 
over. Joe Martin hit a quick fire 14 from 6 
deliveries and Oscar became the second 
stumping victim of the innings when he departed 
for 90 in the last over. The innings closed on 311 
for 5. 
 The huge total always looked beyond the reach 
of the High Halstow batsmen. Wickets fell at 
regular intervals and they were finally dismissed 
for 178 in the 39

th
 over to give Stockbury 

maximum points from the game. The main wicket 
takers were Hal Pearson who finished with 3 for 
13 from 8 overs and Clifon Muil who took 3 for 26 
from 9. Tom Bulbrook wrapped up the innings to 

Hunton Wanderers C.C. vs. Stockbury 
C.C. Sunday 21/7/13 by Glen Martin 

On a blisteringly hot afternoon as the National 
team cruised to a comfortable 2nd Test win 
against Australia, Stockbury faced a sterner task 
against top of the table Hunton Wanderers.  
 Due to having an umpire, John Collins, this 
ensured that Stockbury won the toss and captain 
Tom Bulbrook elected to bat. The innings started 
brightly as opener Clifton Muil drove the third ball 
of the second over for six. Unfortunately, he was 
caught at gully attempting to cut the next delivery. 
As wickets continued to fall, only Joe Martin 
looked comfortable striking 15 fours and 4 sixes in 
an unbeaten 101 – his maiden century. The 
innings closed on 187 in the 36th over. Special 
mention should be made of young Aston Monk 
who came to the crease at 145 for 9 and helped 
the team past the 160 runs required to gain a 
batting point sharing a 7 over, 42 run partnership 
for the 10th wicket. 
 On a small ground the score appeared too 
small and this proved to be the case as Hunton 
passed the Stockbury total for the loss of four 
wickets in the 35th over. Clifton Muil was the main 
wicket taker finishing with 2 for 35 from 6 overs. 

Stockbury CC vs. Burden Bros 
On Sunday 18th August  a social cricket day between Stockbury and Burden Bros, one of the clubs main 

sponsors, took place. The weather was fine  and in a really exiting 20/20 match, Stockbury batted first 

and scored  187 runs. Their confidence in what looked like an unbeatable score was as soon shaken  as 

Burdens piled on the runs, and fell just 4 runs short of  the Stockbury total—a really terrific performance. 

Dale Burden and his team had organised and excellent BBQ as well as drinks throughout the afternoon 

which was thoroughly enjoyed by all the players and supporters. Following the BBQ, a fun game featur-

ing several people who had never been on a cricket pitch took place  and was enjoyed by everyone. 

Many thanks to Dale, Rebecca, Wendy and all the team at Burdens who helped make this another really 

memorable day.  Chris Porter 
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THE  CRICKET  FUN  QUIZ 
 

Despite the humidity and it being the holiday season we 
were delighted to see our many supporters turn up for the 
fun quiz on July 27th. Everyone appeared to have a good 
time testing their little grey cells and the club benefitted with 
a boost of over £300 to the cricket coffers. These funds 
help with maintaining the grounds and sending members on 
players’ courses in the winter months. Thank you to 
everyone who participated and congratulations to Gill & 
Co , the winning team..         Keith Rich  

STOCKBURY FETE 2013 

 
In a mad moment I, along with the Halloween team, agreed to organise the2013 village fete. It was a very steep learning 
curve. However everyone pulled together and with the fantastic cooperation of the Gardeners' Society and the support of the 
village, we were able to share the Hall and playing fields for the Summer Horticultural show and Village Fete. 
All week the weather men talked Saturday down, forecasting wind and rain but the day arrived very bright and sunny. As mid-
day passed people began to arrive and for several hours over 300 people ventured around the playing fields and village hall. 
In the field they were treated to a variety of stalls, vintage tractors, farm animals and even a small fair ride complete with 
bouncy castle. The games included wet sponges, horse shoes, coconuts, ducks and even wellie throwing. Balloons galore 
filled the community bus and many more were sent off to travel on the wind. Just after 3 pm the cow arrived and after a few 
frantic minutes performed its task resulting in a village winner. The Bake off competition was very well supported and resulted 
in some excellent entries. 
As the wind increased and the much forecast rain arrived, some people ran for home while many others took refuge in the 
food and bar marquees. The rain cleared quickly but sadly the wind remained. A hardy crowd supported the activities for sev-
eral more hours. The winners of the bake off were congratulated, the mini marathon took place and Abby Crockford sang. The 
music continued with Rewind playing a short set as the stalls and games began to close down and by 7pm the village fete was 
over.  
Sunday morning arrived bright and sunny and after a couple of hours the playing field was clear and ready for the big match, 
Stockbury verses Burden Bros. Takings were counted, expenses paid and donations noted, resulting in a small profit of which 
£150 went to the Hall and Playing field committee, the balance of £220 goes into the Stockbury Orchard fund. 
I would like to thank everyone who dedicated their time and energy to the event, especially the WI for their teas coffee’s and 
fantastic cakes, MB Farms for the Bar B Que, The Rose and Crown for the Bar, the Southern Family for stepping in at the last 
minute to look after 3 of the games and most of all the Halloween team for their time, preparations and expertise.   
Many congratulations to all the winners of the various Féte challenges shown below 
 
Mini Marathon : Adults  :  Gold: Ashley Hook 
                                         Silver : Christian Hook 
                                         Bronze : Tony Groom 
                        Juniors     Gold : Aston Monk 
                                         Silver : Campbell Hook 
                                         Bronze :  No Entry 
Cow Pat :                         Bev Martin 
Programme Raffle :         Martin & Jane Jackson 
Cake Weight :                  Amber Brown and Tina Jacobs (it was a draw!) 
Balloons in The Bus :       Rossi Richardson (there were 533 balloons) 
Jar of Sweets :                 Gail Hook (there were 106 sweets) 
 
The winner of the Balloon Race will be announced in the October Observer, as the closing date is 16

th
 September. 

Thank you to all who helped and participated. 

Dave Tomsett, Fiona Moody 
 

 

Digging in the Past 
The Historical Research Group of Sittingbourne (HRGS) have 
been excavating for 3 seasons now at Hurstwood Farm to try 
and find out just how long Bredhurst has had residents. This 
season we have artefacts from Roman (from 43 AD until c. 
410) and Stone Age periods. The Stone Age period lasted 
roughly 3.4 million years, and ended between 4500 BC and 
2000 BC, so it looks like we have had a settlement here in 
Bredhurst for thousands of years.  
Our group of diggers are hobby archaeologists from all walks of 
life and from all over Kent. We dig in the summer and research 
in the winter. The next dig dates are:  
  
20th - 22nd September 2013* (Fri, Sat & Sun)  
11th -13th October 2013* (Fri, Sat & Sun)  
9th November 2013* (Saturday only)  
*dates are all subject to changes due to weather conditions, so 
please let us know you are coming.  
Who can get involved? …anyone who is keen to be involved... 
Free for HRGS members. Day members welcomed - £3, 
refunded if you join as annual member. If you would like to get 
involved in this project (digging, photographing, finds cleaning, 
researching, dowsing, geophys) whether you are an expert or a 
novice – all welcome), then please contact richard@hrgs.co.uk 
or phone 07778793079.        Theresa Emmett 

Diamond Jubilee Oak Tree - Village Green 
 

Following some anxious moments early in the year when 

we thought that the oak tree had died, it now seems to be 

in good health and the parish council would like to final-

ise the plan to put a commemorative plaque in front of the 

tree. I still have some funds from donations made last 

year, but more money is needed. If you would like to con-

tribute, please call me  

Chris Porter 01795 843715 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  

Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist 

Church Steward—Freddie Davey 01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

 07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch— 

Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

 timharnold@btinternet.com 

Stockbury Observer Editor 

Sue Gardner—Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency

 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 

Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Siobhan De Búrca 07772 226099 

 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  0845 3450210 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—John Cockett 01622 737782 

or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency 0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W.I.- Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

At Chestnut Plumbing we are always looking out for ways 

that we can help our customers, and make their heating 

systems better and more efficient 

but unfortunately we have to bring it to your attention that oil 

is being stolen from around the village at an alarming rate. 

The thieves are rather clever though  

as they are only stealing some oil out of the tanks  

and not all of it.  This makes you think that you are just using 

more oil than usual  

as the weather hasn’t been good. 

We can fit an alarm to any tank but it does have limitations 

Please keep an eye on the oil level of your tank and also look 

out for fuel caps or pipe work that has been tampered with. 

Please feel free to call us and we will be happy to talk to you 

about our service and any issues you might have with only 

friendly advice and no selling. 

Mark 07894067151 or Answer phone 01795 842291  

OFTEC registered and certified 

 Puzzle Solutions: 
 Crossword Sudoku 
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