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May 2012 
Editor’s notes 

I was very sad to learn that Mrs Eileen Buxton, our 
Parish Council clerk, died on Tuesday 17th April.  I only 
knew Eileen for a couple of years and wish I could have 
had more time to get to know her better.  Using my IT 
knowledge, I offered to explain a few mysteries about 
her new computer.  We ended up reminiscing about the 
old days of being a secretary when typing didn’t involve 
the use of electricity!  I was impressed she made all her 
notes in shorthand—“why would you do it longhand?”!  
Despite her years, she tackled the very steep stairs of her 
cottage like a mountain goat while I had to cling to the 
rail!  She was one of a kind and I will miss her.  Thank 
you Ann, for writing a few words about her life (see 
page 11). 
 This month also brings: 
Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green Service 
dates; South Green Rendezvous; 
Reports from:  Not So Young Club; Book Club; WI 
meeting (March); Draw Results; Sponsored run; Cricket 
Open Evening; Tug o’ War; Gardeners; 
Features: Poet’s Corner; Puzzle Corner; Community 
Bus driver appeal; Sole Mate; Parish Council election; 
Notices & Dates: Freighter service; Mobile Library, 
Stockbury Cricket fixtures (May-June); Community Bus 
schedule; Advertisers renewal rates; Diamond Jubilee 
Summer Ball & Beacon event; (June); Advance notice 
Cricket Trivia Quiz (July). 

Sue Gardner 

Stockbury Village 
Green 

Sponsored by:- 
Tomsett Kent 

John Goldfinch 
Keith and Ann Rich 

Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 

Diary for May 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 
 

Tue 1st Bowls 2-4 pm 
  NSYC 7.30 pm 
Wed 2nd  Gardeners 8 pm 
Thu 3rd Borough & Parish  7 am-10pm 
  Council Election  
Fri 4th Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sat 5th  Spring Fair 11 am-1pm 
Sun 6th  Bowls Finals 2-5 pm 
Tue 8th  Bowls 2-4 pm 
Wed 9th  WI 7.30 pm 
Thu 10th Bowls  7.30 pm 
Fri 11th  Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sun 13th  Bowls  3-5 pm 
Tue 15th  Bowls 2-4 pm 
  NSYC 7.30 pm 
Wed 16th Parish Council 7.30 pm 
Thu 17th Bowls 7.30 pm 
Fri 18th  Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sun 20th  Bowls  3-5 pm 
Tue 22nd  Bowls 2-4 pm 
Thu 24th  Parish Assembly 7 pm 
Fri 25th  Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sat 26th  Dog Club 2-5 pm 
Sun 27th  Bowls 2-5 pm 
Tue 29th  Bowls 2-4 pm 
Thu 31st  Bowls 7.30 pm 
  South Green Rendezvous Walk 
  White Horse Wood Country Park 7 pm  

Melancholy Musings 
By John Cockett 

 
Month number five and Mother Nature grows again 
Hopefully aided by April’s many showers of rain. 
Dads sow the lawns and tidy up the hedges 
While mums are weeding flower beds and the edges. 
Old memories of times gone by now reach us 
With stories of green giants from childrens teachers, 
Morris dancing, maypoles and old folk songs that bore, 
Cecil Sharp really had a lot to answer for! 
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As the start date for the works has 
not yet been confirmed, services for 
May will be held at Stockbury until further notice.  
 
The services for May are as follows:- 
  
6 May -  6.0pm Sung Communion  
13 May – 6.0pm Evensong 
17 May – Ascension Day;  
 7.30pm Sung Communion; joint benefice service  
20 May - 6.0pm Sung Communion 
27 May – Pentecost;  
 10.0am service at South Green Methodist church. 
 
The church will have a stall at the village Spring Fair on 5 
May (11.0am to 1.0pm).   
 
There are a range of services held within the six parish cluster 
to which Stockbury belongs. Details can be found on the 
parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd 
Liz Cox .   
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 
 Penny Stevens 
 PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Services at South Green Church 
You are most welcome to join us at our service at 10 am 
each Sunday.  

Join us at the White Horse Wood Country Park at 7pm 
on Thursday 31st May for a stroll around the park to 
see the remains of Thurnham Castle and the Soay 
sheep and also enjoy the view over The Weald. 

South Green Rendezvous  

NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 
The A.G.M took place on the 20th March. All the officers 
were re-elected. Rosemary thanked members for their 
support throughout the year. 
We have 29 members (only 5 from Stockbury). They travel 
from Chatham, Rainham, Hartlip,Upchurch, Lower 
Halstow, Sittingbourne and Bredgar.  
A session of Bingo followed. 
The 3rd of April meeting, Billy Buck made the 'Long 
Journey' for an Antiques Road Show valueing members 
items. 
We wish May a speedy recovery. 

Shirley Moss 

Stockbury WI April 
meeting 

This month’s speaker was Frances 
Bennett who gave us an interesting 
talk on ‘An Introduction to Tai Chi’. 

Not only was it interesting, but we got an opportunity to try 
it out too! We were told that benefit could be derived for 
posture, breathing and balance – resulting in beneficial 
health effects. It’s not often that we get an opportunity to 
put into practise there and then, what we are being spoken 
to about. There was some nifty moving going on – so watch 
out for impromptu Tai Chi sessions on the   field one of 
these summer evenings. 
 Some members had been to see a production of South 
Pacific this month, which had been very, very good. Judith 
continues to impress us all with her organisation of these 
trips. 
 As a relatively new member of this WI, spring always 
seems to be a busy planning season: We look forward to 
seeing many of you at the Pie Lunch and Spring Fair, both 
of which will happen before our May meeting, which is our 
AGM. 

Moira Cooke 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out front of Stockbury Village Hall 
every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 

LENT LUNCHES 
 
Three Lent Lunches were held this year in Stockbury 
Village Hall hosted by South Green Methodist Church, 
Brenda & David and Penny & Anne.  Thank you to 
everyone who supported the lunches.  We raised £174 to be 
shared between Christian Aid and Stockbury Church.   
Special thanks to Carol Greenhow who provided cakes, 
those who donated to the bring and buy stall and to 
everyone who helped set up and clear away at each lunch. 
 

Brenda Mace on behalf of Stockbury PCC 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  
Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   
 
Post Office hours     
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 
Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 
Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Saturday Freighter Service -Stockbury Village Hall 
 
Saturday 16th June 10:15—11:00 am 
 
Http:/www.maidstone.gov.uk/
environment_and_planning/
recycling,_rubbish_and_waste/
Saturday_freighter_service.aspx 
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May Crossword Solution on page 12 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 
All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 
welcome. 
 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 
details otherwise the article will not be considered for 
publication. 
 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order 
to fit the space onto the pages. 
 Deadline third Friday of the month, sooner if 
possible please. 
 All emails will be acknowledged. 
Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 
Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 
reduce the size of notices. 

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com�
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You get more  
with the Stockbury Observer on-line!   

See us in colour ! 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

May 06th Friendly Belnor Home 
May 13th Friendly Frinsbury Home 
May 20th League Great Chart  2nd XI Home 
May 27th Friendly Sherwood  Home 
June 3rd League Bobbing Court  
 & Lower Halstow Sunday XI  Away 
June 10th League New Ifield Home 
June 17th League Offham Sunday XI  Away 
June 24th Friendly Mote Away 
 
To have a chat about playing, please call the captain, Tom 
on 07788584806  

 

May Sudoku (moderate) 

Solution on page 12 

LOCAL THEFTS WARNING 
 
More thefts have been reported from our parish 
including a lawnmower belonging to the Stockbury 
Cricket Club stolen from the locked container a few 
weeks ago.  A local businessman’s trailer and heating 
oil have also been stolen. 
 It is timely to remind parishioners to via this 
publication to ensure your property is adequately 
secured, ladders are locked away out of sight to 
discourage intruders, and garden equipment and oil 
tanks are locked.  Whilst a determined thief will find a 
way, at least by taking sensible precautions to safeguard 
your property it will make it more difficult for them. 
 If you see anything suspicious, please contact the 
police on the telephone numbers on the back page. 
 

The Editor 

BECOME A SOLE MATE IN 2012 
 
The bluebell season is the perfect time for putting the 
spring in your step and discovering the Kent countryside – 
so why not explore the great 
outdoors this month, on foot, with 
fellow Soul Mates. 
 The newly-formed Soul Mates 
walking group meets in May for a 
woodland walk - one of a host of 
monthly, guided walks organised 
by personal trainer Vivien Elcomb 
(right in photo), from Lenham, and 
walking guide author Dawn 
Kingsford (left in photo), from 
Bredgar. 
 The girls formed the social Soul Mates walking group in 
February, for those looking to explore new routes with 
fellow walking fans.  
 Viv, who is also a pilates instructor, said: “Walking is 
one of the most enjoyable ways to keep fit and healthy, but 
often you find yourself walking the same old routes.  We 
decided it would be a great idea to get out and about and 
come up with some fresh and interesting places to explore 
every month. The great thing about joining our group is 
there’s no need to worry about getting lost and there’s 
always someone new to chat with along the way.” 
 Monthly walks include professional warm up and 
cooling down sessions and last an hour-and-a-half - leaving 
plenty of time for those other weekend commitments. 
Along the way, you’ll also receive a commentary about the 
places of interest you pass. Membership is free. 
 Walks, which are on Sundays, and set out at 10.30am, 
have, so far, taken in picturesque Doddington and 
Newnham, Teynham, Conyer and the Swale Estuary. So, if 
you fancy stepping out this spring, email 
vivienelcomb@yahoo.co.uk for details and prices. 
 The next walks are on the second Sunday in the month - 
May 13 and June 10 - to avoid the Bank Holidays, but are 
usually held on the first Sunday of the month. 
 Details of each walk are sent direct to walkers, by email, 
each month. 
 
Dawn can be contacted on 07791602423 
Vivien can be contacted on 07941098333 

STOCKBURY Cricket 
Club  

in association  
with Hartlip CC 

 

mailto:vivienelcomb@yahoo.co.uk�
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CHRIS ADAMS 
Independent Candidate  

for Stockbury Parish Council 
 
 
 

Having lived in the local area all of my life, I have spent the 
last 6 years living in the Parish of Stockbury. This wonderful 
Parish of Kent, which I am fortunate to now call home, has a 
long and interesting history as well as a thriving community 
at its heart.  
 
My neighbours and fellow Parishioners that form our 
community are the people who I wish to independently 
represent as a Parish Councillor if elected on 3rd May 2012. 
 
Whether you have the opportunity to contribute to local 
debate through informal conversation about the village, or 
more formally at the monthly meeting of the Parish Council, 
there are many residents that do not have their views heard or 
indeed understood.  
 
Local matters important to our community, such as local 
housing, the community bus, anti-social behaviour or speed 
and volume of traffic in our village, can affect our enjoyment 
of living in the beautiful Parish of Stockbury. 
 
As the founder and current serving Chairman of South Green 
Residents Association, my experience working as a Senior 
Manager for large international financial institutions, equips 
me with the necessary skill set to articulate the views of my 
fellow Parishioners, ensuring opinions are both heard and 
understood by all. 
 
With a 16 month old daughter, my wife Gemma and I look 
forward to many more happy years in the Parish of 
Stockbury with our friends, neighbours and fellow 
parishioners. 
 
My priority, if elected, would be to energise the Parish 
Council, to ensure that local matters, important to you are 
heard, understood and dealt with rapidly, always maintaining 
a focus on our community’s best interests. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Chris Adams 
 

  Follow me on Twitter @cpadams1 

 Email: cpadams@live.co.uk 
 
C Adams 
Hill Reach, South Green, Stockbury, Sittingbourne, Kent, 
ME9 7RR 

FORTHCOMING PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION 
 
May I please introduce myself? 
 
My name is Barry Pladdys and I am a candidate in the 
forthcoming Parish Council elections on 3rd May.  
 
I am a retired Insurance Broker and have lived in 
Stockbury for 24 years.  
 
For the first time in over 20 years, there will be an election 
for the PC. This means that the residents have a choice as 
to who represents them for the next 4 years.  
I believe that all councillors should play a full and active 
part in PC affairs and make a significant contribution to the 
council and the village as a whole. I would not be standing 
as a candidate were I not prepared to do this. 
 
So what would be my aims if elected? 
 
As a member of the Campaign to Protect Rural England, I 
am conscious of  how privileged we are to live in a 
protected Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and perhaps 
we don’t always appreciate our good fortune in this respect. 
AONBs were created to preserve the rural environment for 
future generations and I believe that we should all play an 
active part in this. Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever.  
 
I would seek to promote and expand communication 
between the residents and the PC. Communication is a two 
way thing. Not only does the PC exist to represent all 
residents in all matters which affect the village and it’s 
environs but I believe that residents themselves should 
ensure that their views are effectively communicated to the 
PC. Representation can only be truly effective if there is a 
close rapport between the residents and their elected 
council. Not only this, I also advocate that the actions of 
the PC should be fully open and transparent so that 
residents can have confidence that the PC is truly 
representing their interests – even those residents who live 
on the outer fringes of the parish and who may feel ignored 
or neglected.  
 
There are some ‘burning’ issues which I know concern 
residents and where further attention will be needed. The 
A249 poses challenges to us all. Anti-social behaviour in 
parts of the Parish continues to concern many residents. We 
have all seen an increase in our rates due to a rise in the 
Parish precept – financing the PC needs to remain high on 
the PC agenda in these times of economic pressure. Crime 
is always a problem for some as is the issue of traffic 
within the village centre and South Green.  
 
I wish to play an active part in addressing these issues and 
if elected will do my best to do so. Please feel free to call 
or email me if you wish to discuss any matters. 
 
Barry Pladdys ACII 
Parsonage Oast, Stockbury. 
Phone: 07710 793420 
Email: Stockbury64@ aol.com 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION 
Polling Day: 3rd May 2012  

(7am – 10pm at Stockbury Memorial Hall)  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=twitter&hl=en&biw=1418&bih=672&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=yY7M84XJl7UWAM:&imgrefurl=http://twitter.com/about/resources/logos&docid=iAggu0SrbSCAOM&imgurl=http://a0.twimg.com/a/1333386813/images/logos/twitter_newbird_boxed_whiteonblue.png&w=300&h=300&ei=oDt9T5iZKMqQ0AXYqfXPDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=166&vpy=171&dur=237&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=99&ty=162&sig=116938426848539811544&page=1&tbnh=140&tbnw=121&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:133�
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=email&start=94&hl=en&biw=1418&bih=672&gbv=2&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=-QSUaUyIwGzgiM:&imgrefurl=http://www.iconspedia.com/icon/pretty-email-icon-31839.html&docid=0qQjdlw7YFbMvM&imgurl=http://aux3.iconpedia.net/uploads/6435524551083041845.png&w=256&h=256&ei=j0F9T4CSJeOn0QWi_8i-DQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1171&vpy=297&dur=1380&hovh=204&hovw=204&tx=125&ty=127&sig=116938426848539811544&page=5&tbnh=144&tbnw=144&ndsp=27&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:94,i:17�
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations – Monday 4th June 
 
As part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations the parish plans to hold a number of events on 
Monday 4th June.  
 
An outline of the programme is as follows: 
 
4.00pm Planting of a diamond jubilee English Oak tree on the village green 
 
4.30-11.30pm Party in the Church Lane cherry orchard.  
 All parishioners are invited to bring BBQs and gazebos/tents and to have a great time in 

the orchard. Stockbury clubs and societies will be organising various activities 
throughout the afternoon, so there will be plenty to keep all age groups occupied. The 
highlights of the evening will be: 

 
 Lighting of the jubilee beacon/bonfire at around 10.30pm. This is a timed event, with 

hundreds of beacons lit around the country. For more details go to: 
 http://www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk 
  Firework display to follow the bonfire  

 
If you have any ideas on things that you would like to see happen on the day or if you would like to help, 
please call: 
 
Dave Tomsett 01795 841007 
(Daytime) 
Chris Porter 01795 843715 
 
 
 
Bonfire photo © Matthew Gately 

Music and tug-of-war pull in the crowds 
  
A music festival and inter-village tug-of-war helped pull in the crowds to the St George's 

Weekend celebrations at Newington.  Both were successful new attractions to the expanded annual event, organised by the 
parish council on the village school's playing field on Saturday, April 21. 
 Lower Halstow, represented by a team from the Three Tuns pub, won the inaugural tug-of-war tournament and were 
presented with a silver cup that will be contested annually. All members of the winning team and the runners-up, Upchurch, 
represented by the Three Sisters, received medals.  Stockbury wasn’t able to raise a team for the tug-of-war this year...maybe 
next time? 
 The contest, which was open to teams from Newington and surrounding villages, was judged by Ray Wells, from the 
Tug-of-War Association. 
 The village's first Music Festival, a six-hour concert featuring bands and singers from Kent and London, held the main 
stage through into the evening. 
 Earlier, visitors were entertained by the Newington School choir, the village concert party and displays of Irish dancing 
and martial arts. There was keen competition to win a new £31,500 Jaguar car from Guy Salmon Jaguar Maidstone by 
throwing six sixes with dice but, while there were some close attempts, no one managed the feat. 
 The Mayor of Swale, Councillor Ben Stokes, opened the celebrations and presented the trophies, including the Village 
Champion cups  to James Wood, winner of the senior 5km run, and Gareth Funnel, winner of the junior 2.5km run. Winners 
of the children's best St George's hat were Rosina, eight, and Shaun, nine, who received gift vouchers. 
 The traditional Blessing the Orchards service was held on Sunday when the clergy and congregation from St Mary's 
Church - known as "the Church Among the Orchards" - gathered in a cherry orchard to bless the blossom and encourage a 
healthy harvest. 

Richard Thompstone 
Newington St George's Weekend organising committee 

http://www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk/�


Page 7 

 

On Tuesday April 3rd a very pleasant evening was 
held in the Harrow Public house for the above club. Our 
new sponsor, BURDEN BROTHERS, represented by Dale 
Burden, seen here with Club Chairman, Chris Porter, 
kindly attended to see the presentation of club shirts 
bearing his company’s logo. 

The event was held to say thank you to the 
company for enabling us to equip the team with new 
shirts and here you can see them proudly displaying their  
new kit with that all important Burden Brothers logo. 

Besides the Cricket club members attending, we 
were pleased to see other invited guests including some 
of our cricket fixture book advertisers. We would like to 
thank Lynda and Jean for the tasty buffet they prepared 
on that evening. 

Once again may I, on behalf of the Cricket Club, 
thank Dale Burden for his company’s generous 
contribution in supporting our village cricket and thanks 
also to our other major sponsors, Tomsett Kent – match 
day sponsor and M B Farms – fixture book sponsor. 

Keith Rich 

Stockbury Cricket Club  
(in association with Hartlip CC.) 

one. Onto the train at 0730 into London and onwards to  
Greenwich to join the 20,000 other 
people all assembling in the park. 
 A nervous wait ensued in the 
assembly area prior to the 0945 
start. The weather was lovely, with 
bright sunshine and blue skies, 
perfect racing conditions I was 
reliably informed by a number of 
the seasoned participants. It only 
took me 5 minutes to cross the start 
line, after the official start, so at 
approx 0950 I was off. I ran a very 
aggressive first 5 miles in order to 
try to establish a place and get slightly ahead of the crowd, 
and then settled into a nice pace that resembled my training 
runs. I saw my wife Dionne at the 10 mile point which was a 
huge morale boost, and then pushed on to Tower Bridge 
which is approximately half way. The first hint of tiredness 
set in at about 16 miles, and I think it was at this point that I 
really started to notice the crowd. Every inch of the route is 
magnificently supported by the public and I felt extremely 
humbled to be part of such a wonderful event. The help and 
support that they give the runners simply can not be 
quantified. I pushed through the first bout of fatigue and saw 
my wife again at 20 miles which again served as a huge 
boost. Many people had spoken to me about hitting ‘the 
wall’. I had never experienced this in other of my other 
physical pursuits, but I most certainly did at the 21 mile 
point. It felt as though someone had taken my legs away and 
replaced them with lead pipes. I pushed on as best I could 
and found a second wind at 22 miles which was to see me 
through to the end. That of course coupled with the huge 
encouragement of the crowd, our Great British public!  
 I finished in 3hrs 36mins and 42 seconds, which I was 
very pleased with. Some people have asked me if I enjoyed 
it, at the moment I just think I endured it, but I’m sure that 
on reflection and when my feet stop aching I will look back 
on this wonderful event with very fond memories.  I am well 
on the way to raising my target of £1500 for my charity, but 
am hoping to push beyond that now towards £2000. I would 
like to sincerely thank everybody who has supported me so 
far, our injured service personnel will be extremely 
appreciative, as am I. If anybody would still like to donate 
they can do so via the following channels: 
 Either  Pay by credit/debit card through 
www.virginmoneygiving.com/pattenmakersMarathonTeam 
This method will ensure that we can claim gift aid on your 
donation. Please accompany your donation with a short 
message to say that it is me you are supporting. 
 
Or send me a cheque payable to ‘Pattenmakers Charitable 
Foundation’ 
10 Northdown Stockbury Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7UL 
 
The staff in the shop are more than happy to accept cash 
donations on my behalf, which I will in turn donate via the 
website. 
 
Once again, many thanks, 
Gaz Masters 

Virgin 2012 London Marathon 
 
As some of you will be aware I ran the marathon on Sunday 
22nd March, on behalf of the Worshipful Company of 
Pattenmakers, raising money for Headley Court the Armed 
Forces Rehabilitation Centre.  
 My day started early at approximately 0530, for two 
breakfast sittings. I say two sittings because I couldn’t 
possibly have eaten the recommended amount of food in  

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/pattenmakersMarathonTeam�
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STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
 
April's book club meeting was yet another 
delightful evening of literature and laughter. 
Our book for discussion was David 
Ebershoff's The Nineteenth Wife. This 600 
page novel met with mixed reactions as most 
of our books do, but the consensus was that it was 'too long'! 
Two parallel stories ran, one set in the 19th century in the 
American mid-west, the other more than a century later. The 
modern day story tells of the arrest of a polygamous wife, a 
member of a break-away sect of the Mormon church, for the 
murder of her husband. The earlier tale is based on the 
history of the early original Mormon church in Salt Lake 
City Utah. The book review led to some interesting 
discussion about religion, social insulation and American 
culture. It was pointed out that there might be some 
advantages to being a polygamous wife (shared housework 
etc!) and comparisons were made between this and other 
cultures who practise different types of marriages to 'the 
norm'. Two of our members, Moira and Alan Cooke, had 
visited Salt Lake City and the Mormon headquarters in the 
1980's and enlightened us to their impressions of the 
religion. The modern day bit of the book is a bit of a 
'whodunnit' and it was felt that this would have been 
adequate for a novel on its own, without the theological 
history. 
 We then shared a giggle over a list of 'The Oddest Book 
Title of the Year' printed in a national newspaper recently. 
These titles included 'Cooking With Poo' (an Oriental chef 
we assume), 'Estonian Sock Patterns All Around the World' 
and 'A Century of Sand Dredging in the Bristol Channel: 
Volume Two'….None of us could imagine what volume one 
contained! We were grateful to be reading the Nineteenth 
Wife! 
 Finally, Moira and Alan read some poetry for us from a 
book of collections by Jill Bennett. The poetry book 'Noisy 
Poems' was actually one that Moira and Alan had been 
reading to their grandchildren and contained poems such as 
'On the Ning Nang Nong'. As we are all very young at heart, 
this appealed to us enormously! 
 Looking forward to next month's meeting! 
 

Denise Summer 

The new Kent History and Library Centre  
St George’s Day (and Shakespeare’s birthday) saw the 
opening of Kent’s new library in James Whatman Way, 
Maidstone.  The building is modern and white with lots of 
smoked glass and is bigger than it looks once you’re up 
close; some love it, some hate it, but whatever your feelings 
about the architecture once you’re inside you can’t help but 
be impressed at the number of books and variety of facilities 
available.  An exhibition of Kent’s archive treasures is quite 
impressive and considering the age of some of the 
documents, some circa 1500s, they are in remarkable 
condition. 
 The new library and archives facilities within the 
building have replaced the services that were offered at the 
Centre for Kentish Studies, County Central (Springfield) and 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Top10 gardening jobs this month 

 
1. Watch out for late frosts. Protect tender plants 
2. Earth up potatoes, and promptly plant any still remaining 
3. Plant out summer bedding at the end of the month  (except in cold areas) 
4. Collect rainwater and investigate ways to recycle water for irrigation 
5. Regularly hoe off weeds 
6. Open greenhouse vents and doors on warm days 
7. Mow lawns weekly 
8. Check for nesting birds before clipping hedges 
9. Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of daffodils and other spring-flowering bulbs 
10. Watch out for viburnum beetle and lily beetle grubs  

Judith Sanford: Secretary 

Hello from the  
Stockbury Cottage Gardeners.   
 
In April we had our Annual Quiz with 
Faversham which this year our Ladies did the questions and it 
was a great evening we won 60 to 37 poor Faversham I can’t 
remember the last time they won it.  Thanks to our team of Di 
& Chris Spree and Paul Sanford and thank you to all the 
members that provided the lovely food for us. 
 Don’t forget the May meeting will be on Wednesday the 
2nd because the Hall is being used for Polling.  This month 
Paul will be doing a hanging basket demonstration/workshop 

the plants and compost will be there for you to buy and you 
can make up your baskets with a little help. 
 On the 5thMay it is the Spring Fair so we look forward to 
you coming along to support us all. 
 On a sad note on behalf of the Gardeners I would like to 
give my condolences to the family of Mrs E Buxton. 
 With the bulbs fading and the herbaceous border growing 
in leaps and bounds, it is now clear that summer is 
approaching. Sowing and planting out bedding can begin in 
some areas of the UK depending on regional weather 
variations. It's also time to get back into the lawn mowing 
regime, as the lawn will be loving the warmer temperatures 
this month brings. 

St Faith’s libraries.  Incredible logistics have obviously been undertaken in bringing together Kent’s wealth of documents, 
photographs, maps and records about the county’s history.  Everything  needs to be kept in carefully controlled conditions; 
they now can be in their new home. The new centre has been purpose built to protect and display many more archives than 
have ever been available to the public. Below ground, over two floors, there is around 14 kilometres of racks filled with 
historic material relating to Kent, dating back to 699 AD and it will be the place to come for anyone interested in local 
history.  There is also a community history area and a large space for displays and events. 
 The children's library will host regular storytime, baby bounce and rhyme sessions. The centre will also host author 
events, reading groups and community activities with support available to those needing help to use computers. 

Sue Gardner 
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STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
 
Are you between the ages of 25 and 69?  Do you hold a valid, full, UK driving licence?  Could you spare a few hours a month for a good 
cause?  If the answer to these questions is ‘YES’ then you are the person we are looking for! 
 
As you are aware, over the past few months our driver numbers have been reduced by a third and to ensure this valuable village service 
continues without any disruption we are in need of replacements.  You will need to gain a KCC accreditation before you initially take the 
bus out, so we will send you on a KCC day driving course in Maidstone to get your accreditation, where KCC assess your driving skills in a 
16 seater bus.  The KCC driving course costs you nothing and is valid for 3 years. 
 
Typically each driver goes out a couple of times a month, with each driver’s nominated driving days scheduled a month in advance.  I must 
stress that in this planning, we do not expect you to dance to our tune, we dance to yours.  We are very flexible!  We understand people 
have their own commitments and we are very grateful for any time spared for us and the village communities we serve. 
 
If you think you would like to join the award winning Stockbury Community Bus driving team or would like more information, please 
contact me via communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk or ring me on 07551 454702, I’d be happy to answer any questions you may 
have. 
 Fiona x 

 
 
 

 Sponsored by 
Community Bus Weekly Schedule 
 
Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 
Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 
Pick ups from 9.30 a.m. close to where you live 
Call 07551-454702 to book your seat and for all enquires. 

STOCKBURY  CRICKET  CLUB 
In association with  

HARTLIP CC 

GRAND  CRICKET  QUIZ ! 
In aid of club funds 

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

Saturday July 28th  7.30p.m. 
 

£5 per head with tables of up to 8 people 
 

Bring your own drinks; snacks provided 
 

To book a table  
ring Chris on   01795 843 715   
or Keith on    01795 843 129 

mailto:communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk�
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Save Stockbury Church Fund  - Monthly Draw—Winning Tickets 
 

The second of the ten monthly draws was held at MB Farms, Stockbury on Saturday 14th April 2012 
 
The winners were 1st prize Chris Porter Stockbury 
 2nd prize Pam Burge Kingston-on-Thames 
 3rd prize Terry Holliday Stockbury 
 
The next draw will be held at 12 noon at M B Farm shop on 12th May 
 
The Easter raffle organised by M B Farms raised £153.50 for the church. 
 
New tickets can be bought at any time to be entered for any draws that have not yet taken place – at a cost of £8 to the 
May draw, £7 to the June draw and £6 to the July draw.   After the July draw tickets will cost £5 right up to the 
December draw.  
 The estimated repair bill to the church is substantial.   If you do not wish to enter the draws, or even if you do, any 
donations to the church funds would be very much appreciated.  If you are a tax payer we can claim gift aid relief 
from the Inland Revenue of one quarter the amount you have donated in addition to your own donation.   So a 
donation from you of £10 would give us a total receipt of £12.50 and a donation from you of £50 would give us a total 
receipt of £62.50.  
 If you are interested please write to me at Beaux Aires Cottage, Yelsted Road, Stockbury, Sittingbourne, Kent  
ME9 7QY or ring me on 01622 737392.  
 Thank you for your interest in this new draw and for your support.  

David Williams 
Treasurer, Stockbury PCC & Save Stockbury Church Fund 

Eileen has been part of the Stockbury landscape for a good 
many years beginning in the 1970s. From that moment she 
and her husband, Robert, became involved in the concerns of 
Stockbury Parish and of the Church of St Mary Magdalene. 
He, for many years, was Clerk of the Parish Council and when 
he died Eileen took on his mantle. She remained the clerk 
from 2001 until her death on April 17th. 
She had a most beautiful singing voice, even when well into 
her 80s and was often called upon to sing solos at church 
services. She was also a long standing member of the Detling 
Singers choir. 
A very private person, she was tireless in her support of our 
parish church, serving on the Parochial Church Council and 
acting as church warden for a number of years.  
She loved history and we are fortunate that she contributed an 
entire chapter to the book, A History of Stockbury; A Stroll 
through the Past, on the history of the church in Stockbury 
and was meticulous in checking all her sources and editing her 
work. 

Because of the solitary nature of this lady we know little of 
her former life and interests.  I do know that she loved to fell 
walk with her husband and frequented the Lake District, one 
of her favourite places. As for other activities, music was her 
passion and she frequently played her treasured piano. 
Eileen’s contribution to this parish, in the background, over 
many years has been steadfast and her diligence will be 
missed. 
 
We extend our condolences to her family. 

Ann Rich 
 

Eileen’s funeral will be at St Mary Magdalene Church, 
Stockbury on  Wednesday, May 2nd at 1.15 p.m. 
 and then 2.00p.m at the Garden of England Crematorium,  
Bobbing. 
Family flowers only, please.  Donations to the Stockbury 
Church Fund, c/o David Williams, Beaux Aires Cottage, 
Road, Stockbury, Sittingbourne, Kent  ME9 7QY  

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 
DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  
CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL Eileen Buxton 1920 - 2012 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 
Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 
 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 
South Green Methodist – Church Steward - Freddie Davey  
  01795 842978 
Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club—Sue Carey  01634 387478 
Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners—Judith Sanford 01795 479440 
Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings—Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 
Maidstone BC Councillor—Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 
  07967 224839 
MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch—Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 
  01795 844077 
Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 
Newspaper correspondents for KM 
 Claire Adams 01795 841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
Observer Editor—Sue Gardner
 Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

 
Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
timharnold@btinternet.com 
Police – Emergency only 999 
 Non-emergency 01622 690690 or 101 
 & ALL General enquiries 
 Including contacting our rural PCs 
Rural Police Officer  
  07772 225983 
  01622 604390 
or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 
@kent.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 
0800 555111 
Public Footpaths – PROW Officer—John Pelham 
    01732 872829 ext  4 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 
Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis  01795 844524 
South East Water emergency   0845 6032603 
South Green Rendezvous Club 
 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 
W. I.- Brenda Mace  01622 884746 

Puzzle Solutions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

year, from the June 2012 issue, please email 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com with your 
advertisement if you are a new customer, or confirm 
your intent and I will send you details of how to pay. 
 
The Observer is delivered to every household in this 
parish, so don’t miss out on this unique opportunity to 
promote your business. 

The Editor 

On Sunday, April 22nd a crowd of villagers and friends 
gathered in the Harrow to bid farewell to Jean and Linda 
after their five years of tenancy. Token gifts of a French 
rugby shirt, a colourful azalea, and a stained glass 
representation of the pub, were presented to them in 
appreciation of their involvement in the village 
community. People reminisced over petanque exchanges, 
music nights, Valentine’s nights, darts matches, quizzes, 
private events and not least fish and chip nights.  Their 
support of local clubs by providing a friendly place to meet 
was also remarked upon. 
They will be missed for their unique contribution to social 
evenings in the village hostelry and for keeping alive the 
character of a country pub retreat. 

Ann Rich  

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 
 

I am pleased to announce that the annual rates for 
advertising in this publication remains unchanged 
for the second year running for 2012-13: 
 
£85 for a half page 
£55 for a quarter page 
 
Adverts less than 12 months duration and smaller 
sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis.  Our 
advertising year finishes at the end of May.  If you 
would like to continue running your ad for next 

STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 
The March and April minutes are not included in this 
publication but will be uploaded to the stockbury.org.uk 
website when available. 
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