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Because I was a Gamesmaker in 2012 

I was lucky enough to buy a cheap  

ticket to go to a Lottery Funded concert in July.  Our 

Boris organised  this mostly as a platform to try and 

persuade more people to  volunteer.  Some top class acts 

were also there to help entice the  masses. It was an 

extremely hot day but over 30,000 people turned up.   

How many new volunteers sign up is another matter. 

 Many people volunteer in our community without 

any incentives.  They  are our unsung heroes as without 

them, things just wouldn’t get done.   Consider the 

ladies who regularly make refreshments at many of our 

events in the hall, and if it wasn’t for a small army of 

local volunteers, the Summer Fair on 17th August just 

would not happen.  On  the subject of volunteer events, 

I have written a report on page 8-9 on the highly 

successful path clearance that took place on an equally  

hot summers day as that concert in July but with no 

promise of any top class acts as reward. 
 

Also this month: 
 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South 

Green Service dates; W.I.; Poet’s Corner; 

Puzzle Corner; Cottage Gardeners; Not So Young Club 

Features: Letters;  

Reports from: Community Bus; Church Lottery 

Winners; Path clearing x 2; Book Club; First Aid; 

Farewell to Mary and Peter 

Notices & Dates: Changes to rubbish/recycling 

collections; Library, 2013 Stockbury Observer 

Deadline dates; Community Bus schedule; Cricket 

Club fixtures; Summer Fair and Stockbury Bake Off; 

BWAG bat surveys; Stockbury Church Fun Quiz 

(September)  

Sue Gardner 

Green and Pleasant Land 

by John Cockett 
 

July heard nationwide Wimbledon cheers 

To celebrate a win after 77 years 

As the rugby Lions trounced the Wallabies 

Stockbury CC do well but no centuries 

We really hope our England team take their turn 

To retain the ashes in that tiny urn! 
 

August 2013—Editor’s notes Diary for August 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

 

Thur 1st Gardeners 8.00-10.00 pm 
Fri 2nd Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 4th Dog Club - Field  10.00 am 
Tues 6th NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 9th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Fri 16th Gardeners 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 17th Flower Show All Day 
  Village Fete All Day 
Sun 18th Dog Club - Field  10.00 am 
  Cricket - Field 1.00-7.00 pm 
Tues 20th NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 21st Parish Council Meeting 7.00-9.30 pm 
Fri 23rd Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 25th Dog Club - Field  10.00 am 
  Cricket - Field 1.00-7.00 pm 
Fri 30th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 
 

The minutes for a parish council meeting 

will be approved at the following meeting  

and will then be published on 

www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the 

meeting at which they were approved 

BIN DAY CHANGES 
Please note that the new Recycling and Rubbish 

Collection day will be 

WEDNESDAY 

from week commencing 5 August 2013 

starting with a recycling week (8 August) 

with a black bin collection on the 5th 

Please see MBC’s leaflet W2 or 

www.recyclingtogether.co.uk for changes to what 

can now be recycled 
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SERVICES AT SOUTH GREEN CHURCH 
 
Services will be held at 10am on each of the four Sundays 
in August. 
The service on 25th will include Holy Communion. 
 
You will be made most welcome in our little church. 

The services in August are as 
follows:- 
  
6 August - 6.00 pm Sung Communion. 
11 August - 6.00 pm Evensong  
18 August - 6.00 pm Sung Communion 
25 August - 6.00 pm, Evensong 
 
The church is now open from 10.00am to 4.00pm every 
Saturday and Sunday until the end of September. You are 
invited to visit and enjoy the peace of this special building.  
 
 

Details of the range of services held within the benefice of 
the six parishes, to which Stockbury belongs, can also be 
found on the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or 
contact The Revd Liz Cox .   
 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 
 

 Penny Stevens—PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Stockbury WI 
 

Kent West’s 95th anniversary 

celebration day on 19th June was held 

at The Friars, Aylesford.  It was a glorious day and the 

weather warmed up beautifully for the hordes of visitors to 

enjoy all on offer to the full.  In the Piazza through the day, 

various Institutes performed their playlets, sketches, poems 

and dances.  Cray District Choir gave two medleys. In the 

Barn there were displays to view; Denman College where 

Mary was on duty to let everyone get up to date on the 

courses; Art and Crafts including demonstrations on 

Patchwork; card making and beadwork, where we were 

enthralled by the varied and attractive collection of pin 

cushions crafted by members, including one made by 

Wendy; Home Economics where tasters were available and 

an interesting display of kitchen utensils from bygone days.  

In the grounds the Sports & Leisure section had boules, 

croquet and smite to try out and a mini orienteering course to 

master. 

 Around the chapel areas were 31 beautiful floral 

displays all arranged by ladies in the districts and depicting 

Inspirational Women over a wide field and a broad sweep of 

history.  These were amazing and must have taken hours of 

work setting them in place.  The 95 Challenge Scrapbooks 

were on show: some challenges were to read 95 books, 

complete 95 crosswords, make and sell 95 cupcakes, do 95 

step-ups and write a story of 95 words which Brenda M did.  

Mary’s results were in for 2 challenges.  In another room was 

the collection of Scrappy Sams for us all to vote for our 

favourite.  These were made from recycled bits and bobs and 

ended up as scarecrows, robots or whatever!  The four ladies 

who attended had a wonderful and memorable day; I enjoyed 

meeting up with many ladies I’d not seen for years. 

 July’s meeting at Stockbury was a chance for us to 

hear about Irene’s “complete change of life” in 1989 when 

her husband was called by God to go to Kenya to help in 

charity work building schools and churches.  She gave a 

 

August Sudoku (medium) Solutions on 

page 10 

fascinating record of how hard it was, but it was truly 

amazing, having faith to see a way through the difficulties of 

basic living in the Masai area. Irene returned to the UK to 

take a job and support Roger’s charity work.  He later came 

to England to raise more funds by selling his paintings door 

to door. Irene had colourful clothing and beadwork on show 

that the Africans had given them as thank you gifts, and 

photo albums of the buildings created.  The latest project the 

charity worked on were much needed pumps for water 

supplies.  The charity has now been wound up but it was 

admirable work and has helped so many lives. 

 There is no meeting in August but we get together for 

a summer meal out. 

 Our September meeting on Wednesday 11th at 7.30 

pm is a visit from our East Kent Link Institute, Westwell 

ladies. The speaker is David Westphal on Livery Companies 

of the City of London. 

Bridget 

STOCKBURY NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 

 

On the 18th June Carol-Anne entertained us with a talk 

entitled the 'History of Hats' a journey back in time with hats 

from different periods. Members then made hats from paper 

and a fashion parade took place. The weather was lovely and 

we prayed for it to last…but… the evening to visit Pam & 

Lew's garden on the 2nd June - yes, of course it poured with 

rain!  We had let the hall go for another booking so it was 

'quite cosy' in Pam's lounge and a good jovial evening was 

enjoyed by everyone, with plenty of food and drinks. At 

least we were able to see Lew's lovely garden. 

 On the 16th June we had something new 'Alternative 

Bingo' organised by Rosemary. 

Shirley Moss 
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Fixture dates for your diary: 
 

 

July 28th League Holcombe &  

  Blue Bell Hill Home 

August 4th Friendly Gore Court Away 

August 11th League High Halstow Away 

August 18th Friendly Cobham 2nds Home 

August 25th League Bobbing Court and  

  Lower Halstow Home 

Sept 1st Social The BIG BASH  

  BURDEN BBQ DAY Home  

Sept 8th League Littlebourne Away 
 

All matches to start  at 2.00 pm prompt but please always check 

with our Captain, Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 

STOCKBURY Cricket Club  

in association  

with Hartlip CC 

 

Winning Tickets Saturday 13th July 2013 
 

1st prize Angela Collins Stockbury 
2nd prize Irene Purkiss Stockbury 
3rd prize Jeremy Baldwin Ely 
 

Future Prizes 
August    £30 £20 £15 
September   £50 £30 £20 £15 
October, November   £30 £20 £15 
December  £100 £50 £30 £20 £15 

 

Tickets still on sale— now at £5 each until December 

SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND 

MONTHLY DRAW 

Farewell Mary and Peter  
Here at Stockbury W.I. it won’t be the same without Mary 

now that she and Peter have moved north.  Since 1979 when 

Mary joined and soon after became secretary her W.I. 

journey began.  It took her further than the village spreading 

herself county-wide to gain much more from the 

organisation, but without letting her loyalty to Stockbury 

suffer.  

 Mary held the posts of Federation Treasurer and 

County Chairman and served at county level.  She attended 

many Annual Meetings whilst preparing for their move away 

and also organised a visit to Denman College for 2014, as 

well as attending our local get-togethers.  

 I’m sure many members past and present have been 

inspired by Mary’s tireless work and passionate enthusiasm 

and have some wonderful memories of times that we have 

had together.  So on behalf of us all, Mary, we thank you and 

wish you, Peter and the family every happiness in your new 

life in another county.  

Bridget 

FIRST  AID ! 
On July 6th a small group of eleven villagers 

attended a St John’s Ambulance first aid course in the 

Village Hall. The group was guided through basic, 

essential first aid procedures which will equip them to 

assist in potentially life threatening situations as well as 

coping with small injuries. The confidence this knowledge 

gives to these individuals will allow them to help the wider 

public, should the need arise, before the arrival of 

paramedics or doctors at a medical emergency.  

The session was ably taken by Janet and Rob 

from the Sittingbourne section of the St John’s 

Ambulance. We also met Bradley, a comparatively new St 

John’s Ambulance recruit, who lives in Stockbury. 

  

I would like to thank everyone who gave up their 

Saturday morning to take part in this worthwhile exercise. 
Ann Rich 

STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
 

Book Title:  Toby's Room 

 

Author: Pat Barker 

 

Our Rating: 5/10 

 

Toby's Room is a novel which revises familiar territory, the 

horrors of the First World War, yet concentrates on the 

themes of relationships and the art world. It begins with an 

intriguing 'dip' into an illicit affair between brother and sister 

and, when Toby is reported 'missing, believed killed' we 

expect tension and fascination as Elinor determines to 

discover the truth about her brother's death.  However, our 

book club members felt that this book never really 'took off' 

and the remainder of the story was slow, boring and didn't 

really have anything to say. Elinor’s work involved drawing 

patients who were undergoing facial reconstruction as a result 

of severe injuries. Whilst we found this interesting, it was 

almost, irrelevant to the plot.  Elinor's desire to seek the truth 

is driven by her hope to finally close the door to Toby's room 

(in which she had taken up occupancy) and move on from her 

unhealthy and obsessive relationship with her brother.  Most 

of us felt that perhaps she could have closed the door a bit 

sooner as this novel did drag on a bit!  

 Allan Cooke read our poem this month, which was one of 

his choices - Rudyard Kipling's "If-".  This poem addresses 

Kipling's son John and is about stoicism and masculine 

rectitude.  The virtues expressed in "If-" are devoid of 

showiness or glamour, wealth or fame.  For Kipling, the true 

measure of a man is his humility and his stoicism.  It is 

claimed to be one of Britain’s most loved poems: 

www.gradesaver.com/rudyard-kipling-poems/study-guide/

section2/ and was certainly enjoyed by our book club 

members. 

 Next month we have our last meeting before the summer 

break and this will be reviewed for September's Observer.  

Happy summer reading to you all! 

 

Denise Summer 
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August Crossword 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

     All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order to 

fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, see page 7 for 

details.  Please provide your articles sooner if possible please.   

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

Solutions on page 10 

  

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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S T O C K B U R Y  C O T T A G E  
G A R D E N E R S  

 

I hope you are all enjoying the fine weather. 

And there is more good news:  

STOCKBURY GARDENERS gained no less than 10 

first prizes in the Kent Federation show at the County 

Show!!! 

This month in the Greenhouse 

 

Be careful to shade greenhouse plants from the hot sun and if 

necessary damp the floor down in the daytime and keep the 

house well ventilated to avoid overheating. Close the door at 

night if only to stop the fox getting in and ruining crops!  

Believe me they do. The dilemma is cucumbers love a damp 

atmosphere, tomatoes love a dry one, and somewhere there 

has to be a compromise. 

 

This month in the vegetable garden 
 

 Keep down weeds in the veg patch and clean up any 

brassica debris that may be hiding slugs and harbouring 

diseases.  Tomatoes will need to be pinched out after about 

6 or 7 trusses have formed.  Also, keep them well fed and 

you will be rewarded with a bumper crop.  Keep them tied 

in, as there can be nothing worse than a full stem of large 

unripe fruit and the stem breaks because of lack of string!! 

 Show onions sown in December and January will need to 

be harvested in order for the late August and September 

shows. 

 Beetroot will need to be harvested when large enough; if 

you let them get too big they will take two hours to boil! I 

always pull them up when they are a really tasty tennis ball 

size. 

 Fruit will need netting to keep the marauding birds from 

randomly tasting the harvest; in my case I need large nets 

to keep the big kids from stealing the odd fruit. 

 Celery will require loads of water and feed, remember it is 

a bog plant so keep it wet and you will be rewarded with a 

really crunchy crop.  

 In the hot weather runner and French beans can be 

syringed with a good spray of water in the late evening to 

assist pollination, in HOT weather the flowers tend to drop 

off and the harvest will be a lot smaller.  Keep picking 

them and you will be able to crop them well into 

September. I always start to freeze them now as well, it’s 

best to freeze the early and best part of the crop to eat at 

Christmas. 

 Carrots need a lot of water as they will go to seed if they 

dry out; if you are thinning them I always leave it until 

very late in the evening and on a windy day. 

 Potatoes need lifting (early variety) and still keep the main 

crop sprayed with Dythane in order to combat Blight. 

 If you have any gaps from lifting early harvests of 

vegetable you can always put a catch crop in the garden, 

for instance Pak Choi is a very fast growing crop, and also 

I would sow a row of spring onions now to crop in the 

spring. 

 Earth up celeriac and keep an eye on the blanching 

material on the leeks. 

This month in the flower garden 
 

 Dead head roses as soon as they have dropped a few 

petals; this will avoid the plant putting energy into the 

seed head or rose hip.  Keep them watered and feed 

them well. Spray against mildew and black spot every 2 

weeks 

 Lavender will need little water but what a wonderful 

show we have this year, I always avoid cutting the 

lavender flower heads off too soon as they provide seeds 

for the birds. 

 Box and Yew hedges will need clipping soon, box 

sooner rather than later in particular. 

 

Don’t forget the flower and vegetable show on the 17th 

August and the next meeting in the village hall. 

 

Have a great summer. 

 

Chris Spree 

Chairman 

 

~Plants and produce ~  

~Simon Stock’s tree~ 

~Stockbury Bake off ~ Balloon Race~ 

~ Hook-a-duck ~ HORSESHOE TOSS~ 

~face painting ~ Coconut Shy  

~ Sweet stall~ 

~Guessing games ~ Fairground rides~ 

~welly flinging ~ the cow pat  

~ TABLE raffle~ 

~tug-of-war ~ mini marathon  

~ painted glass~ ~wooden crafts~ 

~lucky laundry line~ 

~HOMEMADE CAKES AND PRESERVES~ 

~beer tent ~ apple press ~ hot food  

~ live ~ 

~and much more!~ 
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Visit us on: 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   
 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 
 
 

Available after the 1st of each 
month 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 
We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 
info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  
Chartered Physiotherapists 
( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a  

‘day against’ pain... 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
  

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday                     8.00 am—3.00 pm   

  

Find us now on Facebook! 

Post Office hours National Lottery now available 
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out the front of Stockbury Village 

Hall every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 

FUN QUIZ 
In aid of  

Stockbury Church 

 
SATURDAY 

7th September 2013 

at 

Stockbury Village Hall 

7.30 pm start 

 

£5.50 per person 

includes soft drinks and nibbles  

(Bring own glasses) 
 

Team of 6 - 8 per table 

 

Contact Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

Footpath Clearance  
 

Grateful thanks to the three people who gave up their time 

to help with the clearance of undergrowth and overhangings 

in Green Lane.  Special thanks are due to Ian Finnis and 

John Cockett who spent time on two days during the first 

week of July and did an outstanding job on the first 120 

metres or so of the path.  On Sunday 14th July only one 

person turned up to help: Sue Gardner and I 

cleared a way through the very overgrown 

section past the site of the former Green Lane 

Cottages so the path is now passable 

throughout. 

 It is expected that Public Rights of Way will be 

arranging for the thorough clearance of the section beyond 

the former cottages and should also be clearing the footpath 

beside Beaux Aires Kennels. 

 If there are public footpaths in the parish which you 

would like to use but which are impassable 

do let me or the Parish Council know.   

Jim Davey 

(see back page for contact details for Jim: 

Editor) 
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LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

Saturday Freighter Service—Stockbury Village Hall 
 

The next collection: 

14th September 10:15—11.00  Note the new MBC website 

 
 

For more information : http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/20243/Saturday-Freighter-Service-22-

June-2013-26-October-2013.pdf 

Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 
 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m.  

close to where you live 
 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
 

The wheels on the bus didn’t go round and round for three 

and a half hours on our way to The South East Airshow at 

Manston International Airport.  In fact, the hare AND the 

tortoise would have been faster!  Yes, we got caught in the 

well documented traffic chaos on our way to the show but 

get there we did … eventually (!) and spent the afternoon in 

awe of the skills of both pilots and war planes. 

 A thank you to our travelling companions is a must, for 

their good humour, patience and our very own, exclusive 

rendition of ‘The Wheels on The Bus Are Going Nowhere’.  

A special mention for Sean, too who was the only child 

travelling with us and despite the very long day, was an 

angel! 

 Whitstable Oyster Festival is our next destination on 

Friday August 2nd.  If you are hoping to go and haven’t 

booked yet, please don’t delay as seats are going fast. 

 September heralds our last Day Trip for this year (where 

did the summer go?!) and is to Goodnestone Park Gardens 

on Wednesday the 11th.  The admission price to the gardens 

is £6.00 for adults, £5.50 for senior citizens and £2.00 for 

children, 6-16 years of age.  There is plenty to explore for all 

garden lovers, from a walled garden which was restored 

during the 1960’s and 70’s, to an arboretum and gravel 

garden which was completed in 2003 as well as a woodland 

garden thrown in for good measure!  After all that exploring, 

you can also relax and enjoy a well earned cuppa and a slice 

of something naughty! 

 The bus will leave Stockbury Village Hall at 9.45 and 

collect those not within easy reach of the Village Hall en 

route. 

 To book for either (or both!) of these trips, please call me 

on 07551-454702 or send an email to communitybus-

stockbury@hotmail.co.uk.  I look forward to hearing from 

you. 

 

Our usual terms and conditions apply for both of these Day 

Trips.  

 

Fiona x 

Sponsored by 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 
 

It’s not too late...to advertise in the : 
 

Stockbury Observer 

 Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and 

have remained unchanged for the third, consecutive year: 
 

 £85 for a half page 

 £55 for a quarter page 
 

 Our advertising year started in June but if you would like 

to take out an ad for the remaining months you still can. 

 Adverts for less than 12 months duration and smaller 

sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis on application.  

Please email: stockburyobserver@googlemail.com to express 

your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and send you an 

invoice and details of how to pay. 

 If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, 

preferably in MS Word or Publisher.  Please bear in mind 

when designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may 

not look so good in black and white on the paper version, 

despite looking great on our website. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this 

parish plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great 

opportunity to promote your business:  The Editor  

mailto:communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk
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Stockbury Summer Horticultural Show  

and Village Fête 

Saturday 17th august 

 

It’ll soon be here!! 
 

The Horticultural Show and Village Fête will open at 2pm and we would love to see you there.  

Come and marvel at what those horticulturalists can do with a bit of soil and a seed or two and then join us on the 

Playing Field for fun and games, ride the Fun Fair, browse the stalls or just relax with a cup of something and 

listen to some live music before and after cheering on your Tug-of-War team or Mini Marathon runner. 

 

Have you perfected those cup cakes yet??  Don’t forget to get your entries to Tina Jacobs before 

2.30pm on the day.  She will be on the Playing Field. 

How’s the training going for the Mini Marathon??  If you are entering either the junior 

or adult Mini Marathon, please register with Heather Tomsett at the Sweet Stall before 

the start of the race at 4.30pm.  The junior race is for under 16’s, adults 17 and over. 

Are the members of your Tug-of-War team looking like Popeye and eating their own weight in 

spinach??!!  Each team needs to consist of willing participants!  The winning team will be duly 

rewarded. 

The Lucky Laundry Line is asking for donations of any unwanted gifts that you may have cluttering 

your house up!  If you have any such items, please ring Tina Jacobs on 01795 844694 leave a message and she 

will get back to you.  All donations will be gratefully received but please no alcohol. 

We will be having an informal Fête meeting for all those of you who have already, or would like to volunteer to 

help out on the day of the Fête, on Tuesday 30th July at the Harrow Pub.  The meeting will start at 7.30pm and we 

would be very pleased to see you there! 

 

See you there!!! Fiona 

STOCKBURY OBSERVER DEADLINES 
Please note the following 2013 deadlines as the 3rd Friday of 

the month with the exception of August and November when 

it will be the 4th Friday.  Please send your submission as 

soon as you can—no need to leave it to the last minute.  

Many thanks for your consideration:   

August 23rd November 22nd 

September 20th December 20th 

October 18th 
The Editor 

Use them or Lose them... 
Footpaths, that is! But more on footpaths in a minute.   

 I realise I may have shot myself 

in my editorial foot by including the 

caveat “weather permitting” to last 

month’s appeal for volunteer path-

clearers.  I was silly to assume this 

meant “its off if it’s raining”!  

Clearly, experiencing one of the 

hottest summers for a long time, rain wasn’t the reason why 

only I turned up to join Jim Davey, resplendent in my 

Galapagos*-bramble-resistant (but not resistant to nettles as  

I painfully discovered) land-clearing clothing, factor-45 

slopped on any exposed skin and baseball cap (not a “cool” 

fashion statement for a woman of my mature years but 

efficient enough in keeping the sun off my head and to stop 

my hair being bleached a paler pink).  Not forgetting my 

bottle of water.   

 At least I was able to wield my newly-sharpened brush 

cutter at nettles and brambles without fear of chopping off 

anyone else’s legs as long as Jim stayed well away from me!  

My reputation of being a walking disaster with sharp objects 

is based on one little incident going back a few years when I 

nearly cut off my finger (as exaggerated by those who 

witnessed the bloody event—it just needed a few stitches) 

whilst cherry tree grafting and is still talked about whenever 

knives are mentioned in my presence.  It was an accident, a 

little slip of the knife.  I’m over it!  Okay?   
(Continued on page 9) 

BWAG 
(Bredhurst Woodland Action Group) 

Weekly Bat Surveys 
 

Until 29th August—meet at Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst 
 

Bat surveys will be conducted on the following dates: 
 

25
th
 July 20.45 hrs 15

th
 Aug 20.15 hrs 

1
st
 Aug 20.30 hrs 22

nd
 Aug 20.15 hrs 

8
th
 Aug 20.30 hrs 29

th
 Aug 20.00 hrs  

 
 

Please note the change of start time each week. These may 
be altered nearer the time. If you wish to attend, please 
always phone beforehand to check the walk details.  
 

 Surveys are dependant on dry weather - if it is raining the 
walk will be cancelled. 
 

 To book a place or for more information, please call/text 
Steve Wright (BWAG Trustee) on  
07801 386264 or email stevewright50@btinternet.com 
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STOCKBURY BAKE OFFSTOCKBURY BAKE OFF  

  

OPEN TO EVERYONE OF ALL AGESOPEN TO EVERYONE OF ALL AGES  
 

AN AWARD GIVEN FOR THE  

CHOSEN PLATED VANILLA CUPCAKE 
  

TO TAKE PLACE ON SATURDAY 17TH AUGUST 2013 
  

BASIC VANILLA CUPCAKE RECIPE  

DECORATED TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 

  

ALL ENTRIES TO BE GIVEN TO TINA JACOBS 

BY 2:30 PM ON THE DAY, BEHIND THE VILLAGE HALL  
  

JUDGING BY TWO INDEPENDENT JUDGES 

WILL COMMENCE AT 3 PM 
  

THREE AGE CATEGORIES: UNDER 11, 12-17 AND OVER 18 
  

GOOD LUCK TO EVERYONGOOD LUCK TO EVERYONE!E!  
  

ALL UNTASTED ITEMS  

TO BE SOLD AFTER THE JUDGING  

PROCEEDS TO THE STOCKBURY ORCHARD FUND 

 (Use Them or Lose Them!  cont. from page 8)  
Sharp objects aside and despite the extreme heat and the 

smell of barbecues drifting down Green Lane (in my head I 

could smell cooking meat, or maybe it was me being 

cooked by the extreme heat—also I realise this may be 

why nobody else came to path-clear) Jim and I managed to 

clear a good 50 metres of pathway of impassable nettles 

and brambles to just beyond the burnt-out car that’s been 

covered for 2 years.  An extremely rewarding 2 hours work 

and we both came away with all our digits and limbs if not 

a few stings (me) and scratches (Jim). 

 But back to using or losing our footpaths.  It is obvious 

there are too many overgrown paths in our Parish for two 

people to keep under control (or four counting John 

Cockett and Ian Finnis who worked at the top end on a 

different day to us).  All over the country, volunteers are 

needed to keep all our paths passable and Stockbury is no 

exception.  Nature will take over if we let her and our paths 

will be lost forever. 

 The good news is there is a very small pot of money 

available to pay for Public Rights of Way to clear just a 

few rural footpaths every year but only if we ask and tell 

them which paths take priority.  They have to be paths we 

want to walk but cannot because they are too overgrown.  

Other paths not reported will not be considered and will 

therefore be down to us as volunteers to clear.  And if we 

don’t clear them, we’ll lose them.  If you have a favourite 

path you can no longer use because it’s overgrown, please 

contact Jim Davey, details on the back page, a Parish 

Councillor or email me at the Stockbury Observer, giving 

details of where exactly the path is and/or its name. 

 Out of interest, one path many people would like cleared 

is Amels, also known as Middle Hill, at the junction of 

Honeycrock and Church hills down to the A249.  This 

comes under Kent Highways and should be cleared by this 

department.  But don’t hold your breath. 

 If you can’t join the next path-clearing working party, 

and it is a highly satisfying job, maybe next time you go 

for a walk you could take a cutter and pair of gardening 

gloves with you.  As they say, every little helps! 

Sue Gardner 
 

*see suegardner.blogspot.co.uk to read about my land 

conservation volunteer antics from 2009 

The Harrow Pub 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT & NOW OPEN! 

Charles & Zoe offer a warm welcome to their customers 

================ 

Open Tuesdays—Sundays 

Lunches and Evening Meals will soon be available 

Please ring for details and opening times 

Phone 01795 842546 

or better still, why not pop in and say “hello”! 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  

Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist 

Church Steward—Freddie Davey 01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

 07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch— 

Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

 timharnold@btinternet.com 

Stockbury Observer Editor 

Sue Gardner—Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency

 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 

Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Siobhan De Búrca 07772 226099 

 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
   0845 3450210 

westprow@kent.gov.uk 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis 01795 844524 

South East Water emergency 0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W.I.- Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

At Chestnut Plumbing we are always looking out for ways 

that we can help our customers, and make their heating 

systems better and more efficient 

but unfortunately we have to bring it to your attention that oil 

is being stolen from around the village at an alarming rate. 

The thieves are rather clever though  

as they are only stealing some oil out of the tanks  

and not all of it.  This makes you think that you are just using 

more oil than usual  

as the weather hasn’t been good. 

We can fit an alarm to any tank but it does have limitations 

Please keep an eye on the oil level of your tank and also look 

out for fuel caps or pipe work that has been tampered with. 

Please feel free to call us and we will be happy to talk to you 

about our service and any issues you might have with only 

friendly advice and no selling. 

Mark 07894067151 or Answer phone 01795 842291  

OFTEC registered and certified 

 Puzzle Solutions: 
 Crossword Sudoku 
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