
February ’17 Diary 
All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated

Wed 1st Pilates 09:30 - 10:30 p.m

Thu 2nd Gardeners 8.00 - 10.00 p.m
Fri 3rd Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30 p.m
Sat 4th

Sun 5th Dog Club 
(Field) 10.00 - 11.00 a.m

Mon 6th
Tue 7th Bowls 2.00 - 4.00 p.m

NSY 7.30 - 9.30 p.m
Wed 8th Pilates 9:30 - 10:30 p.m

WI 2.00 - 4.00 p.m
Thu 9th Bowls 7.30 - 9.30 p.m
Fri 10th Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30 p.m
Sat 11th

Sun 12th Dog Club 
(Field) 10.00 - 11.00 a.m

Mon 13th

Tue 14th Bowls 2.00 - 4.00 p.m

Wed 15th Pilates 9:30 - 10:30 p.m.
Craft & Chatter 2.00 - 4.00 p.m
Parish Council 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Thu 16th Bowls 7.30 - 9.30 p.m
Fri 17th Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30 p.m
Sat 18th

Sun 19th Dog Club 
(Field) 10.00 - 11.00 a.m

Mon 20th
Tue 21st Bowls 2.00 - 4.00 p.m
Wed 22nd Pilates 9:30 - 10:30 p.m
Thu 23rd Bowls 7.30 - 9.30 p.m
Fri 24th Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30 p.m
Sat 25th

Sun 26th Dog Club 
(Field) 10.00 - 11.00 a.m

Mon 27th

Tue 28th Bowls 2.00 - 4.00 p.m

The	Harrow 
You	will	be	
pleased	to	
hear	that	we	
are	making	
excellent	
progress	in	
our	plan	to	
acquire	The	
Harrow	as	a	
community	
pub.	From	the	end	of	November	when	we	had	60	
investors,	we	now	have	93	investors	and	are	well	on	
the	way	to	our	required	financial	target.	You	may	have	
seen	recent	arFcles	in	the	local	press	and	many	
thanks	to	all	those	who	came	along	for	the	photo.	If	
you	would	like	to	read	the	arFcle,	the	link	is	below.	
We	are	really	close	to	our	financial	target	but	we	need	
to	sell	more	shares!	

This	is	an	appeal	asking	you	all	to	consider	buying	
shares,	if	you	have	not	done	so	already	and	talk	to	any	
friends	or	relaFves	you	think	might	be	interested	in	
becoming	share	holders	-	the	minimum	investment	is	
only	£200.	

One	last	push	and	we	can	all	start	to	plan	
the	future	of	our	community	pub	

See	our	website	or	Facebook	pages	for	more	details		
h8p://stockburycommunity.wixsite.com/theharrow	

www.facebook.com/stockburycommunitypub	

or	call	me	

Link	to	news	arFcle	
hOp://www.kentonline.co.uk/siRngbourne/news/
locals-pull-together-to-save-118845/	

Chris	Porter	01795	843715	

          THE STOCKBURY 
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LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 
DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR 
WASTE, OIL AND SLUDGE REMOVAL, 

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, SEWAGE 
TREATMENT PLANTS 

 

 

 

 

Stockbury
Halloween
Fireworks

Saturday 29th
October 2016

click here
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Got a question for Stockbury Parish Council? Send us an email to parishcouncil@stockbury.org.uk

Visit us at

www.stockbury.org.uk

You get more with the 
online 

Stockbury Observer!

http://www.stockbury.org.uk
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 Stockbury 

Neighbourhood Watch

To notify any incidents, please send details to

stockbury-neighbourhood@gmail.com

or telephone : 01622 - 736331

The services in February are as follows:

5th February, 2017 - 3pm Sung Communion

19th February, 2017 - 3pm Sung Communion

Details of the range of services held within the 
benefice of the six parishes , to which Stockbury 
belongs, can be found on the parishes’ website 
www.thesix.org.uk or contact the Rev’d Liz Cox

For baptisms, weddings or funerals please contact 
The Rev’d Liz Cox on 01795 844241

St Augustine’s RC, Deanwood Drive 
Rainham 

Mass Times 

Weekdays 9.30 a.m 

Saturday 10.00 a.m and 6.00 p.m 

Sunday 9.30 a.m and 11.00 a.m

St Mary Magdalene Church 

Stockbury

Ed’s Musings! 

I’m wondering just how did I get here!? Was I 
in the wrong place at the wrong time, or right 
place right time?  Only time will tell I guess but 
I’ll certainly do my best for you and that’s a 
promise. 

A BIG thank you and much appreciation to my 
Tech Support in getting me up and running; this 
being my first edition I really didn't haven't a 
clue at the beginning but am a little wiser now! 

Thank you Brendan for keeping the seat warm! 

Ed

  Stockbury W.I.

Now that all the Christmas festivities are 
all done for another year, 3 members 
joined in to take down the decorations in 
the Village Hall. 

We gathered for our first meeting of 2017 
with a talk from Melanie Gibson-Barton.  
Before commencing her mystery talk, 
’Three Women One Man – glamour, 
wealth and heartbreak’, Melanie swore us 
all to keep secret the names of the 
intriguing participants. 

Melanie led us through a wide selection 
of slides from world-wide locations to 
show how the lives of the four charismatic 
people of her talk intertwined in surprising 
ways in their glamorous world of wealth 
and fame, which brought them both joy 
and  
heartbreak. 

At the conclusion, we were again 
reminded to keep the identities of the 
three woman and one man a secret, after 
all, we had booked a mystery talk and 
would not want to spoil the surprise for 
others. 

After her intriguing talk, we had time for a 
cup of tea and biscuits and also to start 
planning our events for the coming year. 

Our next meeting will be February 8th at 
2pm in the Village Hall if you would like 
come and join us.  Our Speaker will be 
Ian Porter and he will tell us about ‘The 
Real Downton Abbey’. 

Stockbury W.I. will be celebrating its 91st 
birthday this year and would really 
appreciate some new members to carry 
on the traditional events that bring the 
community of Stockbury together. 

Heather 
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AWARD WINNING M B Farms  
Monday to Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Post Office Hours  

Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri: 9.00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon  

National Lottery now available  

Web: http://www.mbfarms.co.uk 

Stockbury Community Bus                 Sponsored By

Mondays - Sittingbourne

Tuesdays - Maidstone

Thursdays - Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre)

Pickups from 9:30 a.m. close to where you live.  Why not give us a try!

Local Electrician 

Domestic electrical installation & 
repair work

undertaken to high standard 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Part P BS7671 Qualified

Free Estimates 

Call - Graham Seymour

Tel:01622 884288   Mobile:07522 666116

http://www.mbfarms.co.uk
http://www.mbfarms.co.uk


Stockbury Book Club 
In our last report we told you we had viewed the film ‘Before I go to Sleep’.  Now that 
we have read the book by S.J.Watson the comparisons began at our meeting in the New 
Year. 

Feelings were mixed (on film versus book) but generally I think the book version came out on top by a small margin. 
Inevitably the discussion turned to the credibility of the main character, Christine, whose memory from one day to the 
next is a total blank, so that she keeps a diary (film version video clip, book version written diary) in order to maintain 
continuity in her life.  Through this device, growing concerns emerge about who she should trust.  However in the story 
she still cooks, shops, occasionally meets a friend without difficulty.  If Christine’s mind each waking day is a total 
blank is this possible we wondered……? 
Regardless of that point the written diary does keep the interest of the reader and it draws one through to the 
unexpected ending.  The uncertainty surrounding the identity of the ‘baddie’ in the plot is suspended right 
through until the end, whereas in the film the ‘baddie’ we think, is apparent almost from the beginning.  We 
gave the book 7out of 10 as we found it very readable. 

This month we also reviewed The Glass Room by Simon Mawer. 
The plot of this story winds its way through the evolving uses of a bespoke modernist house built in the 1930s in 
Czechoslovakia as it was then.  Sounds boring ?  Not a bit of it.  After a slow start we were hooked. 
We follow the fortunes of the Landau couple, one Jew, one gentile, just before WWII and then through that 
turbulent period.  The migration of the Jewish community and the subsequent impact this period of history has on 
family life is very well expressed and resonates with present day events.  Threading through the life of the house 
are stories of love, betrayal and brutality as various individuals take up residence. 
The glass room within the newly built house and the house itself are described in detail and cannot fail to 
conjure splendid vistas and unusual spaces as well as providing an emotional centrepiece to the main 
story.  The writing is evocative and sensitive causing the reader to become totally involved with the theme. 
We gave it 8 ½ . 

Ann Rich  

Binbury Park Development 
As you may recall, Quinn Estates had stated that they would apply for planning permission to build the 
development they referred to as “Binbury Park” at the top of Detling Hill by the end of December. At the 
time of writing (20th January), no application has been submitted.  

As people who have followed the story both here and on the blog may be aware, Maidstone Borough 
Council had not been supportive of Quinn’s plans, preferring to look at sites elsewhere to expand the 
local housing supply. We are now reliably informed by our Borough Councillor that MBC is having second 
thoughts and that they might want to consider the site for the development of what they are referring to as 
a “Garden Village” (I have no idea what that means either!).  At the moment, this is speculation; if 
anything concrete emerges from the murky world of local government politics, I will let you know. 

Unfortunately, we may yet hear more of Quinn Estates and their ambitions to build houses on the 
AONB……….. 

Phil Woods 

Joyce Jacobs neé Apps 

On the 23rd January we said a sad final goodbye to Joyce Jacobs, a familiar and much loved lady of the village, as 
she was laid to rest at St Mary Magdalene Church alongside her beloved husband, Sidney.

Joyce spent the majority of her life in and around the Stockbury Parish and whilst working in Sittingbourne, she 
and her husband raised 6 children.  Never one to be sat indoors, you would always find Joyce supporting village 
events, in The Harrow for a fish and chip supper or on the Stockbury Community Bus recalling her mis-spent 
youth and chatting about her family of whom she was so proud.  She will be much missed.                             Ed.



Fully Qualified Male & Female

Chartered Physiotherapists

(MCSP & HCPC Registered)

The Coach House, 39b High Street Sittingbourne 
ME10 4AW

We also have a Practice in Gillingham

if you would like more details contact us in 
Sittingbourne

info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk  01795 
435060

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street)

Stay Fit…Stay Active 
 

Oil Boiler Specialists 

A big thank you to all my loyal 
customers.  

I have been doing a lot of training and 
readying my company for the new RHI 
launch and to this effect we can now 

offer you biomass boilers (log, pellet and 
woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

 All design and installs in-house this will 
allow you to gain the MCS payment 

from the government to cover the cost 
of installation. 

I will still be the best oil technician I can 
be for you all and keep your oil boilers 

running at their best 

Give me a call or email 

Mark Viccars 

Chestnut Plumbing 

07894067151 

01795 842291 

chestnutplumbing@yahoo. co.uk  

OFTEC & HETAS Registered and Certified 

Make every day a 

‘day against’ pain

Mobile Library 
Dates 

2nd & 16th February ’17 

At the Village Hall 

📚

mailto:info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk
http://www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk
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Stockbury	Gardeners	
Firstly	I	must	thank	Brendan	who	has	reFred	from	ediFng	our	monthly	paper,	he	did	a	great	job	in	
puRng	together	the	issues	and	reminding	me	to	sit	down	and	write	the	copy.	A	very	big	welcome	to	
Fiona	who	is,	I	am	sure,	going	to	keep	emailing	me	to	maintain	
discipline.		(Ed	-	you’re	not	wrong	Chris,	I’ll	keep	you	on	your	
toes!)	

I	recall	menFoning	to	all	of	you	vegetable	gardeners	“lib	your	
root	vegetables	carrots	and	parsnips	”	before	we	have	a	good	
hard	frost	and	cannot	remove	them	from	the	ground.	PracFce	
what	you	preach	I	hear	you	say?........	Guess	who	has	not	eaten	
carrots	or	parsnips	in	January??.	Whilst	menFoning	the	weather	
the	southern	part	of	Europe	is	having	a	hard	Fme,	in	parFcular	
the	areas	where	a	baulk	of	the	European	courgeOe	and	spinach	
is	grown,	resulFng	in	massive	crop	losses.	There	is	an	amusing	
picture	of	2	security	men	guarding	a	pallet	of	courgeOes	in	a	
market.	I	am	not	sure	about	you	but	they	are	so	easy	to	grow,	I	
must	have	thrown	away	hundreds	of	pounds	worth	of	them	
away	over	the	years	based	upon	current	prices.	

During	the	January	cold	snap	I	hope	that	you	maintained	your	
commitment	to	feed	the	wild	life,	on	and	under	the	bird	table,	remember	that	like	my	family,	not	all	
birds	will	feed	from	a	table.	If	the	cold	carries	on	through	February	please	keep	up	the	feeding	and	also	
put	out	fresh	water	daily.	

I	cannot	fail	to	menFon	that	this	year’s	Stockbury		gardener’s	calendar	includes	three	really	great	
presentaFons	from	well-known		celebriFes,	we	have….	

• March	2nd	acclaimed	speaker	and	director	of	Franchi	seeds,	returning	to	sell	his	wonderful	
quality	seeds	and	talk	about	what	to	sow	in	2017,	Paolo	is	returning	to	us	aber	last	year’s	
presentaFon.	

• September	7th	BBC	presenter	of	the	Great	Allotment	Challenge	Jim	BuOress	will	speak	about	his	
life	as	head	of	Royal	Parks	and	working	with	the	BBC.	

• November	2nd	Tom	Hart	Dyke	talented	and	past	kidnapped	hostage		will	be	speaking	about	his	
World	Garden	at	Lullingstone	Castle	

Included	in	the	programme	are	other	topics	which	are	included	in	the	schedule	available	when	you	pay	
your	annual	£10	subscripFon.	

I	nearly	forgot	the	very	popular	Stockbury	compost	throwing	evening,	when	we	all	take	hanging	baskets	
and	liners	to	the	hall,	most	of	the	compost	eventually	ends	up	in	the	baskets,	that	is	on	4th	May.	It’s	very	
popular	so	please	book	in	for	this	one.	

Things	to	do	this	month.	

• Finish	pruning	fruit	trees	(not	stone	fruit	yet).	

• Sharpen	secateurs	ready	to	prune	bush	roses	at	the	end	of	the	month.	

• When	you	can	get	onto	the	garden,	rough		dig	over	the	ground	asap.	

• Stockbury	is	naturally	colder	than	lower	areas	but	be	ready	to	sow	seeds	outside	when	the	
weather	warms	up.	

• Sow	in	heated	greenhouses	brassica,	early	tomatoes,	onions,	leek,	and	herbs,	leOuce,	sweet	
peas.	

• Spray	peach	and	nectarines	with	Dythane	to	avoid	leaf	curl.	

Chris	Spree	



Bespoke Kitchen, Bathroom & Bedroom Installations 

 We provide a full service package which not only includes the supply and installation of 
	 your new kitchen or bathroom but also all of the associated plumbing and tiling, 	
	 electrical installation, plastering, small building works and decoration.   

	 Our highly skilled fitters and engineers will see to every detail of your installation from 
	 start to finish and with each job supervised, you can relax and watch your new room 
	 take shape to your custom design. 

	 We are members of Checkatrade with an average rating of 9.7 and also Kent County 
	 Council Trading Standards approved with all the relevant accreditations and 	
	 insurances. 

A family run business so our reputation is our guarantee  

Telephone 01622 616117 

Website: www.elliottinstall.co.uk      email: elliott.install@gmail.com

John Cockett’s Ditty 

Observer readers have no fear

We are now in a brand new year

Please help with items as before

Supporting our new Editor

With stories of snow storms and hail

And even an ancient old wives tale!

Letters 
Why not express your views on local parish matters, good or maybe even 
controversial.  Let us know your thoughts and we’ll publish them subject to our 
usual considerations and procedures 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact details or telephone 
             number supplied.

                         Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not of the Editor or 
            Parish Council.

Send your contributions to email address

stockburyobserver@gmgail.com

ELLIOTT  INSTALLATIONS

Stockbury Community Bus 

It was with much sadness here at Bus HQ, that we learnt of 
the sad passing of Joyce Jacobs. 

A stalwart supporter of the Community Bus, you would 
always find Joyce on the bus everyday it ran, going to meet 
members of her family, running errands for friends or just 
shopping for her own essentials.  There was always a story 
to be told of her younger days and of how much the 
countryside around her had changed over the years.  When 
Joyce was travelling with us, there was always much banter 
and laughter between her fellow passengers, the driver and 
herself. 

Sadly bus days will never be the same again, she will be 
greatly missed by us all. 

Sleep tight, Joyce.                                                 Fiona x
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Observer Deadline! 

If you would like to advertise or have item 
included in next months Observer, we must 

receive it no later than 

Friday 17th February, 2017 

Please email your contributions to  
stockburyobserver@gmail.com 

Calling All Advertisers 

Our annual rates for advertising are very 
reasonable and have remained unchanged for the 
6th consecutive year : 

£85 for a half page or £55 for a 
quarter page 

Our advertising year starts in June and new 
adverts for less than 12 months duration will be 
charged on a pro-rata basis.  Rates for ads smaller 
than a quarter page will be given on application. 

If you would like to take out an ad, please email 
stockburyobserver@gmail.com  The editor will 
confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent along 
with details of how to pay. 

If you are a new customer, please also attach your 
ad, preferable in MS Word or Powerpoint.  Please 
bear in mind when designing your ad that large 
solid blocks of colour may not look so good in 
the black and white paper edition of The 
Observer, despite looking good for our online 
edition. 

This is a great opportunity to promote your 
business as The Observer is delivered to every 
household in the Parish of Stockbury as well as 
having an online presence. 

It’s never too late to advertise in 
The Stockbury Observer! 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 

The minutes for our Parish Council meeting will 
be approved at the following meeting and will 
then be published on www.stockbury.org.uk 
within 5 days of the meeting at which they are 
approved.

STOCKBURY PARISH SHORT SHORTS 
provided by our very own Roving Reporters 

• BINBURY PARK – The deadline for the revised planning 
application has passed and it appears not to have been 
received by MBC 

• PETT LANE DEVELOPMENT – The chicken farm has 
been approved by MBC, for the mobile home, a three-year 
temporary permit 

• LIGHTS!  The floodlights that had been dealt with at the 
aerodrome but were still causing light pollution have now 
really been dealt with and many more are being turned off.  
Residents should now be bothered even less. 

• SNOW and ICE! –The white stuff appeared very quickly on 
that Thursday evening.  Those who have moved here since 
our last snow may not have realised the dangers of a snow-
covered Honeycrock Hill.  This might explain why several 
cars had to be rescued.  So, to emphasise, please consider the 
conditions before attempting Honeycrock.  Church Hill has a 
more gentle incline but still needs to be attempted with 
caution in snow and ice. 

• FESTIVAL OF LIGHT BEACONS - planned for 11th 
November 2018.  Given the success of our bonfire events, it 
was agreed that this might be a nice way to remember the 
end of First World War by joining in with the rest of the 
country. 

• CRIME  - Our new Neighbourhood Watch scheme is 
underway but communication of crime alerts it’s not quite 
working as expected.  Most of our information isn’t coming 
from expected sources. 

• STOCKBURY CHERRY ORCHARD – There is money to 
buy saplings for planting.  When we have them, there will be 
a planting day and a need for willing volunteers.  Please keep 
an eye on the Observer for details.  It is also planned for the 
toilet cubicles to be shortly removed. 

• STOCKBURY COMMUNITY BUS – We have another 
new driver! Hurrah!  Kevin Masters will join the team from 
February. 

• FOOTPATHS – Green Lane is very overgrown where the 
old cottages used to be and now not passable. The more 
people who report it on the KCC website, the more chance 
they will deal with it …a  bit like our potholes then? 

• STOCKBURY ROAD SIGN – A parishioner reported this 
has disappeared between the Stockbury Roundabout and the 
Honeycrock Hill junction along the A249.  It will be reported 
to the relevant authority. 

• RUBBISH (again!) – A parishioner has complained about 
the continuing state of the Stockbury Roundabout and the 
A249.  Those attending this meeting discussed how we might 
“persuade” KCC to clear up the litter sooner rather than wait 
until it’s done immediately before the Kent Show in July.  A 
working party of volunteers to get out there with hi-viz 
jackets was suggested … but not during the rush hour, to try 
and shame litter offenders. 

• APRIL’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – This will be 
held on the 26th April instead of the 19th. 

That’s it for this month! 
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Useful Contact Information
Cricket Club Tom Bulbrook  -  th.bul2@yahoo.com 07780 440526

Church Matters 
St. Mary Magdalene

Revd Liz Cox  -  elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 01795 435184

Community Bus Booking Line 07551 454702

Crimestoppers (Confidential) 0800 55511

Dancing Club Brian Crisp 01634 231886

Dog Club Mick Bingham 01795 842480

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866

Environment Agency Incident Hotline 0800 807060

Fly Tipping & Waste 
Collection

Including bulky items 01622 602162

Gardeners Lex Sargent  -  stockburygardeners@live.com 01795 842741

Golf Society Jeff Hall 01795 843296

Kent Messenger Claire Adams  -  foxgloveadams@aol.com 01795 841140

Maidstone BC Councillor Patrik Garten  -  patrikgartin@maidstone.gov.uk 01622 807907

MB Farms Stores & Post Office 01795 842401

Neighbourhood Watch Mick Bingham 01795 842480

Not So Young Club Shirley Moss 01795 842691

Parish Council Sherrie Babington 01634 867173

Petanque Club Mick Bingham 01795 842480

Photographic Club Tim Arnold  -  timarnold@btinternet.com 01795 843049

Police Emergency Only 
Non-Emergency

999 
101

Police Community Support  
Officers for Stockbury

Ryan Waring  -  5872@kent.pnn.police.uk  
Dave Rowley  -  59079@kent.pnn.police.uk

07969 584213 
07772 226097

Public Footpaths & Bridleway Reporting issues with.  -  westprow@kent.gov.uk 03000 417171

Roads, Potholes, etc (manned 24hrs)  -  www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-
travel/report-a-problem

03000 418181

RSPCA 0300 1234999

Short Mat Bowls Tony or Angela Russell 01795 842738

South East Water Emergency Only 
Non-Emergency

0333 000 0365 
0333 000 3330

Stockbury Observer - Editor stockburyobserver@gmail.com

WI Brenda Mace 01622 884746
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