
Page   

 

Before you start to read this edition, I 

have to give a warning that this 

month’s WI report contains content that may upset 

some readers. 

 On the subject of upsetting readers, I must 

apologise to those parishioners who were fooled by 

one of the articles in the April edition.  I regret to 

say any plans to re-open the second pub in the 

village were premature!  I’m also not usually party 

to practical jokes but have to admit I was vaguely 

amused at this “plan” bearing in mind the 

property’s history. I now feel slightly guilty being 

‘involved’ in this spoof after realising some readers 

were completely taken in by this work of fiction.  All 

I can say is unless it’s April all articles appearing in 

the Stockbury Observer will be clearly marked as 

fiction if this is what they are! 

Sue Gardner 

Also this month: 
 
Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South 
Green Churches Service dates; W.I.; Poet’s 
Corner; Gardeners; NSY Club; Rural 
Ramblings 
Reports from: Kent Police Commissioner 
visit; A Stockbury Ancestor’s tale 
Letters: Village Green 
Notices & Dates: Gardeners Plant Sale; Spring Fayre; 
Draw results; Freighter information; Deadline dates 
2014; Community Bus schedule; Library; South East 
Water disruption notification; Parish Open Evening; 
Cricket fixture dates; Affordable Housing; Advertisers’ 
Renewal reminder; Murder Mystery evening (July); 
Concert; Cricket club appeal; Footpath request 
reminder 

Tweets or Twitter? 
by John Cockett 

 
When nesting birds are in full song 

It means the year’s a quarter gone! 

Now the first three months have fled 

And winter has been put to bed. 

Moles and voles go on their busy ways 

Whilst we enjoy the sunlit happy days! 

May 2014—Editor’s notes Diary for May 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Thur 1st Gardeners 8.00-10.00 pm 
Fri 2nd Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 3rd Gardeners' Plant Sale 10.00-1.00 pm 
Sun 4th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
  Cricket - Field 1.00-7.00 pm 
Tues 6th NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
  Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 7th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
Thur 8th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 9th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 11th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
  Cricket - Field 1.00-7.00 pm 
Tues 13th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 14th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
  WI 7.30-9.30 pm 
Thur 15th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 16th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 17th Private Booking 4.00-9.00 pm 
Sun 18th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
Tues 20th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 21st Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
  Parish Council Meeting 7.00-9.30 pm 
  WI 1.00-3.00 pm 
Thur 22nd Election All Day 
Fri 23rd Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 24th Spring Fayre 10.00-2.00 pm 
Sun 25th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Cricket - Field 1.00-7.00 pm 
Tue 27th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 28th Parish Open Evening 7.00-9.00 pm 
Thur 29th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 30th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 
 

The minutes for a parish council meeting will 

be approved at the following meeting  

and will then be published on 

www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the 

meeting at which they were approved 
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The services in May are as follows:- 
 
4 May – 6.00 pm Sung Communion 
11 May – 6.00 pm Evensong  
18 May – 6.00 pm Sung Communion 
25 May – 6.00 pm Evensong 
 
 The church is now open from 10.00am to 4.0pm every 
Saturday and Sunday until the end of September. You are 
invited to visit and enjoy the peace of this special building.  
 
Details of the range of services held within the benefice of 
the six parishes, to which Stockbury belongs, can also be 
found on the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or 
contact The Revd Liz Cox .  
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox – tel: 01795 435184  

  
Penny Stevens—PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Stockbury WI 
 
It was with trepidation that I went to 

listen to a talk given by John Weir on 

an ‘undertakers world’ - gloom, doom and death? Far from 

it! 

 John Weir is an established family owned business and 

run funeral directors with many offices in the Medway 

Towns. 

 John gave us a compassionate, sensitive and at times an 

infusion of humorous insight into the daily life in the 

undertakers business.  Be assured that being an undertaker is 

no ordinary job and warrants very special communication 

skills. 

 John started his apprentice in 1969 as a mere young man 

working for his father and two senior gentlemen.  At first he 

was smiling as he easily coped with filing papers in the 

office.  On the second day though he was asked to attend his 

first removal (not the furniture kind) but a 59 year old man 

who had died in bed luckily with his pyjamas on - John 

carefully grabbed a handful of stripey pyjama bottoms and 

carefully lifted him onto a stretcher.  In 1969 bodies were 

taken to All Saints Hospital.  That same day John saw a man 

who had committed suicide with a shotgun, the smell of 

death surrounded him.  He went to the Doctor’s and was 

offered two weeks sick leave for exhaustion! After one day’s 

work.  

 When John’s first baby was born, he was asked the next 

day to facilitate a baby’s  funeral arrangements - he could not 

mentally or physically concentrate, and realised that if he felt 

as he did what must relatives and friends  feel like?  This 

taught him to always remember to have compassion and 

sensitivity to the understanding needed towards relatives and 

friends of those that had died. 

 72% of people choose to be cremated.  The average cost 

can be between £5,000 - £7,000.  There is also the financial 

flexibility to buy elements from the undertaker, a DIY 

service.  Open days are held frequently to allow people the 

chance to see the planning from start to finish.  The last 

Open Day saw 300 people waiting to be shown around (fear 

of the unknown)! 

 In the last two years, John Weir has spent £40,000 on 

building alterations and new lifting equipment so that his 

staff can cope with overweight people.  It was necessary to 

have bigger fridges and other equipment to be able to 

provide for overweight people.  Doors to the chapel were to 

be significantly widened so that mourners can view their 

loved ones.  So far, the largest person was 31 stone which 

required a special big coffin.  Risk assessments have to be 

carried out which means the casket would have to be placed 

in the chapel ahead of family and friends. 

 As a final note, a few years ago I found the original 

meaning of ‘Dead Ringer’ usually associated with a look-

alike person to oneself.  Scratches found on the inside of 

coffins suggested that the occupants had erroneously been 

buried alive.  To overcome this, a string would be tied to a 

finger of the person being buried and attached to a bell on the 

surface.  If the bell rang, the person could be rescued and 

another put in their place! 

 

Maureen Mannering 

SOUTH GREEN CHURCH 
 

A warm welcome awaits you in our little church at the usual 
time of 10am on the 11

th
, 18

th
 and 25

th
 May. 

 
Sadly this will be the next to last month during which 
services are held in South Green Church.  

M B Farms Opening Hours 
  

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

National Lottery now available 

Find us now on Facebook! 

Post Office hours  
 

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wednesday 9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Saturday 9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out the front of Stockbury Village 

Hall every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.20 am. 

Not So Young Club 
 

Our first meeting for April was on the 1st. We were taken 

back to the 40's with Shirley and Brian Goodhow. Her 

collection of memorabilia brought many memories back to 

us all of the war years and our childhoods, a very 

entertaining evening.  

 We arranged our outing to Lullingstone Castle on the 

20th July. We have a few seats spare if anyone is interested.  

Please contact me on  01795-842691 . 

 A bingo session took place at the meeting on the 15th 

April 

 

Shirley Moss 
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Visit us on: 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   
 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 
 
 

Available after the 1st of each 
month 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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S T O C K B U R Y  C O T T A G E  
G A R D E N E R S   May 2014 
 

As mentioned last month, I have written this article 
from the Falkland Islands.  A very different place to 
Stockbury! 
 Now that the weather has been stable enough to 
germinate seeds sown in the garden soon we shall need 
to thin out some of them to stop overcrowding.  
 Seedlings such as lettuce, carrot, beetroot and 
onions can all be thinned as described on the packet.  
Do not be tempted to hang on to the plants too long to 
thin and not leave a large enough space for them to grow.  
 A favourite flower of mine for scent is the Sweet 
William and now is the correct time to plant seeds.  You 
will not see any flowers until next year but the long wait is 
worth every second.  These fantastic flowers really freshen 
up your home when taken indoors. 
 Approaching the only garden centre in the Falklands, I 
managed to bump into the proprietor, Mr Tim Miller. After 
striking up a conversation he kindly offered to show me 
around his establishment. Tim went on to explain that he 
had the contract to grow and supply the whole of the 
military establishment on the Falklands with salad crops 
and fresh vegetables. Wow, what an opportunity to have! 
The next hour and a half was spent touring both poly 
tunnels and fixed green houses; the only gaff of the day 
was mine: 
Q.?  “Do you benefit much from the south facing slope ?” 
Think about it…(only someone from the northern 
hemisphere would ask such a question: Ed) 
 I was shown a range of houses containing wonderful 
examples of lettuce , cucumbers , tomatoes, sweet 
peppers, and aubergines, ALL grown on a hydroponic 
system. This is a system where the seeds are sown in small 
blocks of Rockwool , the same as wall insulation material. 
Once they are established in the Rockwool they are then 
placed in a trough of plastic where a solution of nutrients 
are pumped over the roots which are kept dark hidden 
under black sheet plastic. By cleverly assessing the spent 
nutrient water, it is then replenished with a “top up 
solution” so as to always supply the correct PH level and 
trace elements. 
 The tomatoes were still supplying a good crop after 
producing trusses for some 8 months.  How tall are the 

plants, I hear you ask? Well, as they remove the fruits they 
trim off the leaves, where they expect a maximum of say 6 
trusses.  They drop the “stem ” and wind it into a type of 
mattress to layer it on the ground.  This enables easy 

picking at waist height of the crop.  As the nutrients 
are constant so are the sizes of the trusses and fruit. 
 One important thing in the houses was the 
attention to hygiene with respect to introducing 
blight from outside in to the tomato crops.  We had 
to enter a footbath prior to being allowed into the 
crop area. I asked Tim about the control of pests,  
whitefly and thrips.  He informed me that only very 
occasionally did he resort to local spraying, but relies 

on importing biological control insects from the UK. These 
have to be ordered and flown in quickly from the suppliers. 
They are predatory insects that prey on the thrips and 
whitefly by laying eggs which devour the inside of the pest.  
What a grisly end! On a smaller scale these insects are 
available for supply to us to use at home as well. 
 I also asked about pollination of the tomato plants.  The 
response was that they tap the stems and that does the 
trick.  That’s as may be but seems as though it would need 
to be a full time job to be effective. 
 Before I thanked Tim for his generosity in giving me so 
much time when he could clearly been working, I asked 
him if a garden society existed in the Falklands (total 
population 1900 people). YES, he answered, going on to 
explain that until a few years ago people grew most of 
their own food on plots, but now due to easy access to 
imported food they tend not to as much. However, the 
horticultural society still flourishes.  I thanked Tim for his 
time and headed off to meet with Nikki Buxton the 
secretary.  Next month I will let you know how I got on 
when I met Nikki. 
 Back to Stockbury!  Roses should be regularly inspected 
for aphids and sprayed against black spot and mildew, as 
roses require a good flow of air to try and prevent disease. 
The centre of the bush should be shaped by pruning to 
form an empty wine glass shape.  I always help this along 
by rubbing out some, not all of the shoots, which point into 
the centre of the bush.  This helps shape the bush for this 
season. 
 On my last note of the month, do not forget the Spring 
Plant sale on 3rd May 

Chris Spree—Chairman 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 
 

It’s never too late...to advertise in the Stockbury Observer 

 Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and have remained unchanged for the fourth, consecutive year: 
 

 £85 for a half page  £55 for a quarter page 
 

 Our advertising year starts again in June and all existing advertisers have been or will shortly be emailed to renew their 

subscriptions.  If you would like to take out an ad for the next year, please contact me as soon as possible. 

 Adverts for less than 12 months duration and smaller sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis on application.  If you 

would like to continue running your ad for next year, from the June 2014 issue, please email: stockburyobserver@gmail.com 

to express your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent along with details of how to pay. 

 If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, preferably in MS Word or Publisher.  Please bear in mind when 

designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may not look so good in black and white on the paper version, despite 

looking great on our website. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this parish plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great 

opportunity to promote your business:   The Editor  
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The Harrow Public House STOCKBURY  

Telephone: 01795 842546  or 07973 282818 

Email: theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Roy and Di wish you a warm and hearty welcome to The Harrow, a 200 year old public house. 
We hope you enjoy your meal, if you do then please tell others, if you don’t then please tell us!  

 

We pride ourselves on 
providing quality food, not 
fast food, using local 
producers whenever possible. 
 

See us on Facebook or 
shepherdneame.co.uk/pubs 
 /sittingbourne/harrow 

Food is served every day from 12.00 pm – 8.00 pm  

The Stockbury Observer has changed! 
 

Googlemail is shorter, so we’ve got shorter too! 
 

To contact the editor from now on  
please now Email: 

 

stockburyobserver@gmail.com  
 

Google assures that all emails using the old address 

will still be delivered so the whole process should be 

seamless and painless!  However, if you do not receive 

an acknowledgement from me within 48 hours, please 

re-send double-checking you have typed the new 

address correctly. 

 

stockburyobserver@gmail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and 

contact details otherwise the article will not be 

considered for publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as 

possible.   

 The Editor may have to change your layout etc. in 

order to fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, see page 10 for 

details.  Please provide your articles sooner if possible.   
 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and 

not necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  

However, the Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten 

articles/letters or reduce the size of notices 

We carry a wide range 
of beers, wines and 
spirits many of which 
are not on show so 
please ask if you cannot 
see your favourite. 

Our Opening Times are: 
 

Mon 11.00 am – 9.00 pm 
Tues & Wed 11.00 am – 11.00 pm 
Fri & Sat 11.00 am – 11.00 ish 
Sun 12.00 pm – 9.00 pm 

Kip Thai Kitchen Authentic Thai Food at its best 
 

here fortnightly on 14th & 28th May from 6.30 pm  
 

Book your table now at the Bar or contact us details above 

Please look out for our 
specials board 

and  other theme Nights 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 

 
The next collection date will be 3rd May 10:15—11 pm 
  

For more information : http://www.maidstone.gov.uk 

and search for Saturday Freighter Service Dates 

FISH & CHIPS NIGHT is here! 

Please book now for the 16th MAY 

STOCKBURY CRICKET CLUB 

In association with Hartlip CC 

 

Murder Mystery Evening 

Saturday 12th July 7.00pm  

Stockbury Village Hall 

Put the date in your diaries!! 

 

For more information call  

 
Keith Rich 07780 870725 

 
Chris Porter 01795 843715  

Monday 5th May from 12.00pm Mr Ike Jackson will be holding 

a wood crafting afternoon. Please join us and see a true 

Romany create something spectacular out of a piece of wood 

and hear his many tales. 

mailto:theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk


Page 6 

 

Richard Whitehead – From Stockbury 

to Van Diemen’s Land 
by Paul Passey (Whitehead descendant) 

 
At the Maidstone Assizes in July 1833, Richard 

Whitehead (the author’s 1st Cousin 3X 
removed) stood accused of destroying in 
excess of 250 of hop-bines, the property of a 

local farmer named Dawson.   The farmer, who 
was also an overseer of Stockbury has 

suspected Richard as he had previously been in 
trouble and the footprints left in the hop-

garden exactly matched the boots of the 
accused.  Richard had been brought up in the 
village having been baptised in the Parish 

Church in July 1806 and had married there at 
the age of about 17.  Richard had evidently 

been before the law before for vagrancy and 
for neglecting his family.  The Jury soon found 
Richard guilty, and despite a plea for mercy he 

was sentenced to transportation for life to Van 
Diemen’s Land, modern Tasmania.  This left his 

pregnant wife Mary and their two existing 
children to the gentle mercies of the 
Hollingbourne Union Workhouse, where Mary 

and one child eventually died. 
 The severity of the sentence was perhaps 

influenced by the “Swing Riots” two or three 
years earlier which had that had seen arson 
and machine-breaking occurring around much 

of Kent.  Disaffected farm labourers had 
protested about loss of work and low wages in 

night-time attacks on farms buildings and hay-
ricks. 
 Richard arrived aboard the ship “Moffatt” at 

Hobart Town in 1834 and was assigned to work 
in the area of Launceston, towards the north of 

the island.  He was apparently well-behaved on 
the outward journey, and continued to be no 
trouble for the next 9 years when he was 

granted a Ticket of Leave in 1842.  This 
allowed him some more freedom of movement 

and was eventually given a conditional 
discharge from his life-sentence in 1846.  But 
there was clearly no way back to Stockbury. 

 His wife Mary had died in 1840, but whether 
he ever knew this or the circumstances of his 

children back in Kent is left to our imagination.  
What is certain is that he married for a second 

time to another Mary: Mary Hutcheson, another 
convict from Glasgow, transported for life in 
1840 for theft.  The couple were married on 

21st June 1843 at St. Andrew’s Anglican 
Church, Evandale, near Launceston.  Mary was 

aged 27, an assigned servant and illiterate.  
Richard was then just 36. 
 A son, William Whitehead was born one 

month after the marriage in the Avoca District, 
south of Launceston.  Richard was then 

described as a “labourer”.  The boy William was 

baptised on 6th August 1843 at Evandale and 
Richard was recorded as being “resident of Ben 

Lomond”.  On 24th June 1848, a daughter, 
Margaret Ellen, was born at Evandale. 
 Then two years later, on 31st July 1850, 

disaster struck.  William was accidentally burnt 
to death at George Street, Launceston.  

Richard was described at this time as 
“overseer”.  A newspaper report of the time 
described what happened as follows: 

A melancholy accident occurred on 
Wednesday, to a child named William 

Whitehead, between seven and eight 
years old.  He was standing before the 
fire with no other clothes on than a shirt, 

which ignited.  The poor little fellow ran 
to his mother, but she was rendered 

quite helpless from excessive alarm, and 
instead of pulling off the blazing shirt, 

she suffered it to continue burning.  On 
Thursday, Dr. Grant was called in, but he 
arrived just as the little sufferer was 

expiring from the injuries he had 
received.  An inquest was held yesterday 

on the body when a verdict in 
accordance with the circumstances was 
returned. 

On 12th December 1850, another son Edward 
Samuel Whitehead was born at Evandale but 

would die 3 years later from “convulsions”.  
Richard Whitehead himself had died earlier in 
1853, of dysentery, at the age of 46. 

 His surviving daughter Margaret Ellen 
Whitehead subsequently married a James 

McClutchey in 1862 and possibly their only 
child, James Richard McClutchey, was born in 
1865.  He died at the age of 1 year and 3 

months of diarrhoea. 
 Thus the connection between Stockbury 

and Van Diemen’s Land seems to have come to 
an end, although I am still hopeful of finding 
further McClutchey/Whitehead descendants.  

To a similar end I am seeking descendants still 
of his first marriage to Mary in Kent. 

 
Paul Passey 

 
Hobart Town  

as Richard would have seen it 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=4Q5cLKfJdBNv-M&tbnid=FQYnGTkmAfYLzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hobart_Town-Alan_Carswell_(1821).jpg&ei=U7lBU9HPCI6a0QWOzoHABQ&psig=AFQjCNGaO
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Stockbury Spring FairStockbury Spring Fair  

  Stockbury Village HallStockbury Village Hall  

Saturday May 24Saturday May 24thth    
11.00am11.00am--1.00pm1.00pm  

  

Plant Sale 

Jams / Preserves 

Books 

Cakes 

Raffle 

Various Stalls 

Tea/Coffee/Bacon rolls 
 

Sellers, if you would like a book a table, 

please contact: 

Mick Bingham on 01795 842480  

or 
Sue Porter on 01795 843715  

CONCERT 
Maidstone Symphony Orchestra 

Conductor Brian Wright  

will perform on Saturday 17th May2014  

commencing at 7.30pm  

Mote Hall, Maidstone Leisure Centre, Mote Park, Maidstone, 

ME15 7RN 
  

The programme consists of five works:  

Ravel: Suite Mother Goose 

Gershwin: Rhapsody in Blue 

Ravel: Bolero 

Ravel: Piano Concerto 

Gershwin: An American in Paris. 

Tickets £10, £20 and £25, full time students with a student card £5 

available from Membership Secretary Alan Veal on 01622 735830 

Cash or Cheque payment only.  

Tickets can be collected on the concert evening at Mote Hall. 

Bookings can also be taken on www.mso.org.uk using the booking 

form. 

Tickets for all Children up to and including 18 years of age are 

FREE. 
MSO Registered Charity NO. 287986 

KENT POLICE COMMISSIONER  

VISIT TO STOCKBURY 
 

The Parish Council [SPC] recently met with Ann Barnes, the 

Kent Police Commissioner [KPC]. The following issues were 

discussed: 

 

 Police attendance at Parish Council meetings: a 

programme of future meeting dates will be forwarded to 

Kent Police and Ms Barnes confirmed that officers will 

attend when duties allow. 
 

 Mobile Police Station:  SPC suggested that this was not 

well supported by the local residents and that police 

resources might be better used elsewhere. Ms Barnes 

stated that the Mobile Police Station will continue to visit 

Stockbury regardless of use. 
 

 KPC confirmed that a new model of Policing will be 

introduced in June 2014 with a return to neighbourhood 

policing. Victims of crime will not be routinely visited, 

but will be contacted by telephone with a follow up visit 

arranged where appropriate.  
 

 Unsociable activities - SPC reported that the measures 

introduced by Kent Highways to restrict all parking along 

Aerodrome Approach had had some success but that the 

activities were continuing at Detling Aerodrome Industrial 

Estate. Ms Barnes assured SPC that the Police will 

continue to address these unacceptable activities.  
 

 Country Eye - this is to be fully launched by the PCSOs, 

but will require volunteer support similar to that of 

Neighbourhood watch in order to become fully 

operational. 
 

 A249 closures - SPC outlined the severe disruption caused 

to local residents and businesses when closures were in 

force which prevented access onto or from the A249. Ms 

Barnes said that she was unable to assist with this matter 

and stated that "if you choose to live where you do, you 

must put up with it" which SPC considered unhelpful. 

Following the meeting SPC forwarded details of the latest 

technology available for accident investigation which 

would help in reducing the investigation time taken. 

Rural Ramblings 
By Sue Gardner 

Wanted: Litter droppers! 
 

Due to government cut-backs no reward can be given for 

information leading to the cessation of the unsociable activity 

carried out by those who don’t think or care that they are ruining 

Stockbury’s outstandingly beautiful countryside. 

 On 30th March, 20 volunteers gave up their Sunday morning and 

filled over 40 black sacks with rubbish picked up from the lanes 

leading to our village centre. 

 For less than one day, our lanes looked beautiful and the 

bluebells came out early to celebrate. 

 Soul-destroying to see that in less than 24 hours the litter had 

returned.  One parishioner reported a box of empty beer cans on one 

side of a road and a carrier bag of empty food containers on the 

other and two carrier bags have lain on Honeycrock since day 2. 

 In case of confusion, the term fly tipping is derived from the verb 

tip, meaning "to throw out of a vehicle" and on the fly, meaning "on 

the wing" – to throw away carelessly or casually. 

 “Litter” consists of waste products that have been disposed 

improperly, without consent, at an inappropriate location. “To litter” 

means to throw objects onto the ground and leave them indefinitely 

or for others to dispose of as opposed to disposing of them properly. 

 Question: What’s the difference between fly-tipping and 

dropping the odd piece of litter?   

 Answer: No difference.  One is a lot of litter dumped once; the 

other just takes longer to get to the same stage.  Both have a 

destructive human impact on the environment. 

 What more can I say, other than I prefer bluebells decorating our 

lanes rather than empty beer cans. 
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Affordable Housing - Stockbury 
 

We now have two developments in the parish at Bull Lane 

and Buxton Meadows, both of which consist of rental 

properties for occupation by those with a local connection to 

the parish of Stockbury.  

 The Parish Council believes that it would be a good 

idea to keep a list of anyone who might be interested in 

renting one of these houses, if and when they become 

available in the future. This will enable the council to ensure 

that interested names are passed on to the relevant housing 

association at the appropriate time. If you are interested in 

putting your name down, please contact: 

Sherrie Babington  on 01634 867173 

Fixtures for May and June 

Come along and support our team! 

May 4 Friendly Belnor Home 

May 11 Friendly Sherwood 2nd XI Home 

May 18 League Meopham Sunday XI Away 

May 25 Friendly Rainham Away 

June 1st League Eastchurch 1st XI Home 

June 8th League Frittenden Away 

June 15th League Hunton Wanderers Home 

June 22nd Friendly Mote Away 

June 29th League Littlebourne Away 

 
All matches to start at 2 pm prompt but please always check with 

our Captain, Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 

A Reminder 

 

SOUTH EAST WATER 
Telephone: 01634 276198 

 

Water main replacements in A249 slip road at the 

Aerodrome Industrial Estate and Bimbury Lane, 

Detling 
 

Following the work last year that was undertaken in both 

Bimbury Lane and the A249 lay-by slip road, South-East 

Water is preparing to undertake the second phase of work.  

This is necessary to secure the area’s future water supplies, 

improve water pressure and reduce the number of bursts. 

 Starting on 21st April, a new pipeline will be laid from the 

A249 slip road/lay-by to the other side of the A249 

carriageway using specialist directional drilling techniques to 

go under the road to minimize disruption to the A249. 

 Following this, the new pipeline will be connected to the 

existing network.  During this time, there will be a period 

when Bimbury Lane will be closed again which is anticipated 

to be between 19th and 25th May. 

 Work will take place during normal office hours. 

However, some work may also take place at the weekends. 

 Residents and businesses along affected roads have been 

written to with details of how to contact South East Water if 

they have any concerns. 

 
Information abridged by the Editor from a letter received by the 

Parish Clerk from South East Water dated 13 March 2014 

STOCKBURY Cricket Club  

in association 

with Hartlip CC 

  

Stockbury Cottage Gardeners’ Association 

Plant Sale  

  

9:30am - 1 pm 

Saturday 3rd May 2014 

(Bank Holiday Weekend) 
  

The Memorial Hall 
The Street, Stockbury, Kent, ME9 7UD 

  

Bedding  Hanging Basket Plants  

 Vegetable & Fruit Plants  

 Annuals & Perennials  

  

Free Admission & Parking 

Refreshments Incl. 
Bacon/Sausage Rolls and Cakes 

  

For further information contact: 

Tel:  07753 197806 

E-mail:  stockburygardeners@live.com 

  

A REMINDER! 

FOOTPATH REQUEST  

 

If you know of a footpath either near you or one you use that 

is not on the current Ordnance Survey map, please contact 

our Footpath co-ordinator, Jim Davey or via 

StockburyObserver@gmail.com.   

 

To access the current OS map, there is one in the village hall.  

Please contact Sue Porter on 01795 843715 for access. 

Dear Editor, 
 

Re: The Village Green 

In view of Martin’s absence from the scene, our village 

green was beginning to look a little unkempt due to lack of 

mowing.  However, to the rescue came our resident Pub 

Landlord with his speedy mower.  Thank you Roy for your 

valiant effort...it looks good! 

Keith Rich 

mailto:stockburygardeners@live.com
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Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 
 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m.  

close to where you live 
 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

Sponsored by 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 
We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 
info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  
Chartered Physiotherapists 
( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a  

‘day against’ pain... 

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 

  

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 

STOCKBURY CHURCH  

MONTHLY DRAW 
 

Congratulations to the winners of the April draw: 

 

1st prize - Chris Parks, Stockbury 

2nd prize - 

3rd prize - Ron Partridge 

 

Subsequent draws will be on the second Saturday of 

every month until December. 

 

Stockbury Church PCC 

Stockbury ParishStockbury Parish  
Open EveningOpen Evening  

 

The parish council invites you to the 

Annual Parish Meeting 

 

Wednesday 28
th

  May 

7.00-9.00pm 

Stockbury Village Hall 

 

Please come along and enjoy a social 
evening where you can find out more 
about what goes on and meet fellow 
villagers over a cup of tea or coffee 

•Find out what the council has 
been doing 

•Meet village clubs and see 
what they have to offer  

 
We Need Your Help !  

 

Do you have a couple of hours spare each week  

to help mow the outfield at Stockbury? 

This will be a relaxing task, riding on a comfortable 

powered mower and will really help the club 

 

Interested? Call  
Keith Rich  07780 870725 

Chris Porter  01795  843715 

STOCKBURY CRICKET CLUB 

In association with Hartlip CC 

What to do  

in our area 
 

Visit these sites for more information: 

 

http://www.medwayvalley.org/events/ 

 

http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-things-to-

do/Kent/ 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  

Revd Liz Cox 01795 435184 

elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 

South Green Methodist 

Church Steward—Freddie Davey 01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

 07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch— 

Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

 timharnold@btinternet.com 

Stockbury Observer Editor 

Sue Gardner—Stockburyobserver@gmail.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency

 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 
 

Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Siobhan De Búrca 07772 226099 

 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 

 

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  0845 3450210 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  

or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency 0845 6032603 

W.I.- Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

At Chestnut Plumbing we are always looking out for ways 

that we can help our customers, and make their heating 

systems better and more efficient 

but unfortunately we have to bring it to your attention that oil 

is being stolen from around the village at an alarming rate. 

The thieves are rather clever though  

as they are only stealing some oil out of the tanks  

and not all of it.  This makes you think that you are just using 

more oil than usual  

as the weather hasn’t been good. 

We can fit an alarm to any tank but it does have limitations 

Please keep an eye on the oil level of your tank and also look 

out for fuel caps or pipe work that has been tampered with. 

Please feel free to call us and we will be happy to talk to you 

about our service and any issues you might have with only 

friendly advice and no selling. 

Mark 07894067151 or Answer phone 01795 842291  

OFTEC registered and certified 
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STOCKBURY OBSERVER 

DEADLINES 
 

The following 2014 deadlines are generally the 3rd Friday of 

the month with the exception of May, August and October, 

when it will be the 4th Friday. 

 Please send your submission as soon as you can—no need 

to leave it to the last minute.  Many thanks for your 

consideration:   
 

May 23rd September 19th 

June 20th October 24th 

July 18th November 21st 

August 22nd December 19th 
  

The Editor 
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