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January 2016 

Regulars:  St Mary Magdalene Service dates; W.I. note; Poet’s 
Corner; Gardeners; NSY Club;  

Reports/Articles: Crime Report 

Notices & Dates: Deadline dates ; Community Bus schedule; 
Library; Book Club; Maidstone SO concerts ; etc. 

STOCKBURY CHURCH MONTHLY  

DRAW RESULTS 

Will be listed in February’s Observer 

YOUTH  ENDEAVOUR  FUND   
  THE  CHANGE………. 

The Youth Endeavour Fund was set up over 25 years 
ago by the Parish Council, at a time when  financial 
support from local government was significantly 
more generous than that which is available  today. 
Accordingly, unfortunately it has been necessary to 
allocate monies to other parish priorities. This means 
that we are not able to continue with this fund. 
        

Stockbury Parish Council 

Do I need to get a hearing aid, yes or no? 
To listen to the forecasts on the radio 

Gathering crowds, icy patches, squatty showers 
With funny periods going on for hours 

The forecast for this very morning 
Gave a yellow raining warning 

I thought that everyone would know 
To never drink yellow melting snow! 

If during a bright smell you walk your dog 
Be careful, you might meet an early morning frog! 

                                                                                    
John Cockett 

Diary for January 2016 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless other‐
wise shown. 

 

Sun 3rd Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tues 5th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 8th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 10th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00 ‐11.00am 

Tues 12th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 13th Pilates 9.30‐10.30am 

    WI 1.30‐4.00pm 

Thu 14th Bowls 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 15th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 17th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tues 19th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 20th Craft and Chatter 1.00‐3.00pm 

    Parish Council 7.45‐9.30pm 

Thu 21st Bowls 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 22nd Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30pm 

Sat 23rd Private Booking 2.00‐11.30pm 

Sun 24th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tue 26th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 27th Pilates 9.30‐10.30am 

Thu 28th Bowls 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 29th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 31st Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

ALLOTMENT HELP NEEDED 

Carers Relief Service have an allotment at 
Hempstead and would like a knowledgeable 
gardener to help and guide others growing 
vegetables and fruit on Monday mornings. 
We’re a local charity who are supporting 
adults with various disabilities. If you can help 
please contact  

Teresa on     01634 715 995 
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Visit us on: 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

 

You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   

 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 

 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND SLUDGE 

REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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The services in January are as follows:- 

3rdJanuary - Epiphany; 3.00pm Sung Communion. 

17th January – 3.0pm Sung Communion 

31st January - 10.30am joint benefice service @ 
Lower Halstow 

 Details of the range of services held within the 
benefice of the six parishes, to which Stockbury 
belongs, and can be found on the parishes' 
website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd 
Liz Cox .   

Also, ‘What’s On’ contains details of all services 
across The Six; copies can be obtained at the 
village shop. 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please 
contact  

The Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 

Penny Stevens 

PCC secretary 

 St Augustine’s RC Church Deanwood 
Drive, Rainham Mass times are Saturday 10 
am and 6 pm, Sunday 9.30 am and 11 am and 
week days 9.30 am every day  

St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Stockbury 

Stockbury Gardeners January 2016 - 

December saw storms and rain, but warm 
weather; outside temperatures on 19th 
December reached 16 degrees, while inside the 
greenhouse I recorded over 22 degrees with 
the door open! I noticed 2 confused peacock 
butterflies and both bee hives had a large 
amount of activity, in the village there were 
daffodils in flower outside of the farm shop. Let 
us hope nature  as we know it, will be able to 
adjust itself. 

There is one advantage in having the warm 
weather but sadly for gardeners it involves 
work. WEEDS.. They have been growing as well, 
but they are the annual weeds which have 
seeded and should really be growing to annoy 
us later in the year. These can be pulled, hoed, 
or sprayed now, as they will not appear later in 
the season. You may of course not wish to 
bother and pray that there may be a frost which 

will end their life.. 

I am often asked “why does my garden not support good 
vegetable growing”?  This must be frustrating for quite a 
few people. One of the most overlooked topics is the 
correct amount of light and direction of the most 
important ingredient in the plant world. Take for example 
the Victorian walled gardens, the best growing took place 
on the South facing walls where even exotic fruits were 
able to be grown as they had unhindered light all day. The 
Dutch light greenhouses were so called (invented by the 
Dutch) as they utilised 2 angular roof panels to make the 
most of horticultural glass and its associated refractive 
index to convert the sunlight to near perfect overhead 
delivery to the plants.  

 One example of how light affects tree growth can be 
seen on our village green, the flowering cherry grows at 
an angle, not because it was planted badly or because it 
was hit by a car. No it’s because there is a large Ash tree 
growing opposite which takes all of the light and the poor 
tree was just planted in the wrong place. 

So, when planning a garden, think about where you are 
considering planting trees and large plants. Leylandi is 
out! Make sure hedges are trimmed; it might seem to be 
a good idea at the time to plant your old Christmas tree 
but it will grow very tall. Hedges are important to wild life 
so be careful when trimming them as there are strict laws 
on when you may cut them or remove them. Incidentally it 
is important to know that you are also responsible for 
trimming hedges if yours grows over the public highway, 
as the KCC can cut it for you and re-charge the land 
owner. 

Things to do this month. -  

Plan your garden planting, and then if you have not 
purchased your seeds buy them at a discount rate at the 
garden centres as they have still got old stock in.  

Prepare greenhouse for seed sowing, bubble wrap, clean 
glass, mend any broken panels. Check under pots for 
unwanted guests hoping to stay warm when you put the 
heating on. Always vent the greenhouse in this warm 
weather, shut up at night.  

Clean tools, including servicing your mowers.  

Dig in manure and compost. 

Join the Stockbury gardeners. 

Or you can rest for the whole of January and start in 
February. 

May I wish all of the readers a very happy new year and a 
successful growing season.  

Finally something to amuse:- 

 Compost is best aged a little like a fine wine. I mean, 
would you prefer to drink a nice 97, or something that 
was made last Thursday.   Chris Spree 
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The Harrow Public House STOCKBURY  

Telephone: 01795 842546  or 07973 282818 

Email: theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Roy wishes you a warm and hearty welcome to The Harrow, a 200 year old public house. I 
hope you enjoy your meal, if you do then please tell others, if you don’t then please tell us!  

We pride ourselves on providing quality food, not fast food, using local producers 
whenever possible. 

See us on Facebook or  

shepherdneame.co.uk/pubs/sittingbourne/
TheHarrow 

 

 

 

 

We carry a wide range of beers, wines 
and spirits many of which are not on 
show so please ask if you cannot see 

your favourite. 
Our Opening Times are: 

Mon 11.00 am – 9.00 pm 

Tues –Sat 11.00 am – 11.00 pm 

Sunday 12.00 pm – 9.00 pm 

Sunday lunches served from 12-5 pm  
Please look out for our specials 

Board  -  For events. 

Food is served every day. 

Monday –Saturday 12.00pm-8.00pm 

M B Farms Opening Hours 

  

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am —5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00a.m.—3.00p.m. 

Post Office hours 

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri        9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wednesday 9.00a.m.—4.00p.m.  

All stories, 
notices, let-
ters, recipes, 
articles and 

We carry out plumbing, heating  

and property maintenance 

 

A family run business  

with over 20 years of experience 

Please call or email us  

for a no obligation quote on:  

01795 410032 or 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 

We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 

info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  

Chartered Physiotherapists 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a 

‘day against’ pain... 

 

  01795 435 060 



STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 

The Children Act by Ian McEwan 

The majority of our book club members really enjoyed 
this short novel finding it an easy read and a page turner. 
The central character is a leading High Court Judge who 
presides over the Family Court. She is professionally very 
competent and successful but the opposite must be said of 
her private life; her marriage is starting to fall apart and 
she faces the dilemma of reconciling her personal 
relationships with her successful career. This theme of 
conflict is also present in her working life when she is 
called upon to deal with an emergency application 
concerning the medical treatment of a minor who is a 
Jehovah’s Witness. This conflict between religion and law 
and how it was resolved and how the courts work was 
found to be very interesting and thought provoking. The 
portrayal of the Judge’s character as she struggled with 
this difficult case and with her problematic marriage did 
irritate and annoy one reader but in general the group 
found it an absorbing read and gave a score of 8/10. 

Jan Butterfill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is Number 26,three times BritishGrass Track Champion, 
known in Stockbury as …….   

Shrimp Wallis advises it’s John Britcher on No 26 
sponsored by the late Dave Spain, previously ridden by 

Dave Mitchell who went to Australia and rode for Fraser 
Motorcycles for 7 years. And the other rider in the striped 

jumper is Graham Hussy of Maidstone. 

Ed - our thanks to Shrimp 

CAN RUGBY BE REBORN 

To all thespians out there, I invite you to dare to take part in a first take of a radio play on 
Wednesday 3rd February 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Harrow, Stockbury. It should promise to be inter-
esting. 

The story starts with a prelude. This give the backing as to why the match occurs. A game between old 
boys from, St Patrick’s Comprehensive the bottom of society v The Holy Family Public school at the 
top. Both teams famed in Sussex  for their committed unique quality rugger. The problem now, they are 
all over sixty, and some players suffer from aliments due to their mature over indulgent years.  Whimsical 
aids are provided to help and motivate the players and officials in their  short comings.  Into the bargain 
tales, historic characters, songs and music arise. The game develops as a series of events with  various 
parties interfering. The hope of another match is put forward and the play ends with a  bespoke hymn. 

I hope you’ll all come along . We are sure to blow the winter blues away. Or at least kick them into 
touch.             Ed 

MO’S  ‘DO’ !  On the 19th December Mo celebrated his 10years living in Stockbury with a fantastic 
party for villagers and friends in the Village Hall. Everyone had a great time and we would like to thank 
him for his generosity.  Stay for a few more decades Mo !      K & A Rich 
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Oil Boiler Specialists  
 

A big thank you to all my loyal customers. 

I have been doing a lot of training  

and readying my company for the new RHI launch and to 
this effect we can now offer you biomass boilers  

(log, pellet and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

All design and installs in-house  

and this will allow you to gain the MCS payment from the 
government to cover the cost of installation.  

I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you all 

and keep your oil boilers running at their best. 

 

Give me a call or email 
 

Mark Viccars  

Local Electrician 

Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates  

 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

MAIDSTONE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Concert Dates 

Ticket information 

Single concert tickets are £10, £20 and £25 

Full time Students with a student card £5 

Season tickets (5 tickets) are £45, £85 or £105 

Children up to and including 18 years of age are FREE 

All tickets available from the Membership Secretary,  

Alan Veal on 07817429143 (cash or cheque only) 

Tickets can be collected on the concert evening at Mote Hall Bookings can 
also be taken using the form on www.mso.org.uk 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 

It’s never too late...to advertise in the Stockbury Observer 

Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and have remained unchanged for the fifth, consecutive year: 

 £85 for a half page £55 for a quarter page 

Our advertising year started in June and new adverts for less than 12 months duration will be charged on a pro-rata basis and prices on 
application for ads smaller than a quarter page.  If you would like to take out an ad for the remainder of our advertising year, please email -
stockburyobserver@gmail.com to express your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent along with details of how to pay. 

If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, preferably in MS Word, Powerpoint or Publisher.  Please bear in mind when designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may 
not look so good in black and white on the paper version, despite looking great on our web version. 



 

 

Bespoke Kitchen, Bathroom & Bedroom Installations 

We provide a full service package which not only includes the supply and installation 
of your new kitchen or bathroom but also all of the associated plumbing & tiling, 
electrical installation, plastering, small building works and decoration. Our highly 
skilled fitters and engineers will see to every detail of your installation from start to 
finish and with each job supervised you can relax and watch your new room take 
shape to your custom design. We are members of Checkatrade with an average rat-
ing of 9.7 and also Kent County Council Trading Standards approved with  all the 
relevant accreditations and insurances.  

A family run business so our reputation is our guarantee.                         

  Telephone 01622 616117                         

website: www.elliottinstall.co.uk   email: elliott.install@gmail.com 

I am a very experienced dog groomer, in the business for 7 years. I recently moved into the area and am pleased to offer my 
mobile van based dog grooming services for all small to medium size breeds.  
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Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 

Pick ups from 9.30 am close to where you live 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

Sponsored by 

Saturday Freighter Service/Stockbury Village Hall 

The next collection date is Saturday  

March 5th 2016 10.15—11.00a.m. 

For more information : http://www.maidstone.gov.uk 

Mobile Library 

                 The mobile library stops at the front of     

            Stockbury Village Hall every Thursday  

                 between 10.00 and 10.20 am 

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Cricket Club—Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 
                                                   th.bul2@yahoo.com  
Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  
Revd Liz Cox 01795 435184 

elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 
Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club—               Brian Crisp 01634 231886  

Dog Club— Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners—Lex Sargent 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 
Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 
Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin           
 01622 202357 
 07967 224839 
MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch— 
Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 
Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842 691 
Kent Messenger correspondent                             
Claire Adams 01795 841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 
Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
timharnold@btinternet.com 
Stockbury Observer Editor  07944811668 

Brendan Ferrill—Stockburyobserver@gmail.com 
WI Brenda Mace                                   01622 884 746        
 
Police – Emergency only 999 
Non-emergency 101 
& ALL General enquiries 
 
Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Ryan Waring                               07969584213 
5872@kent.pnn.police.uk  
PCSO Dave Rolley                                 07772226097 
59079@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 
  

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  03000 41 71 71 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 03000 41 81 81  
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem  
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  
or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency             0333 000 0365 
South East Water Leak line                0333 000 3330 
Potholes 

 www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes  

The minutes for our parish council meeting will be  ap-
proved at the following meeting and will then be published 
on www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the meeting at 

which they were approved 

Proposal for a Letters Column 

Several villagers have expressed an interest in    having a let-
ters column. Please send in your views about anything to do 
with the parish. 

We’ll publish them subject to our usual considerations and pro-
cedures. The Editor reserves the right to publish or shorten 
articles letters and notices. All contributions must have a 
genuine name and contact  number or email. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and 
not those of the Editor or Parish Council. To contact the edi-
tor:                                                            Email: stock-
buryobserver@gmail.com  deadline 19th Jan 16 

RELIABLE CLEANING LADY 

  

Flexible, trustworthy, hardworking cleaner  
looking for extra hours.  

If interested contact Lydia on 07448 641673 



                                                


