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A regular contributor to this 
publication commented that press day 
comes round so quickly.  I should say it does.  It feels 
like 5 minutes (well, maybe a few more than 5) since I 
was trying not to fall asleep on my laptop suffering from 
jet-lag putting October’s edition together. 
 I have received feedback this month: that there are 
newcomers to Stockbury and some may not actually 
know what the freighter is (see page 5). 
 I have also been advised that over time, the Mobile 
Library times have changed.  I didn’t know this but I do 
now (source kent.gov.uk) (see page 7).  Thank you to 
both feedback people.  You know who you are! 
 As a regular attendee at our monthly Parish Council 
meetings, I knew about the latest fraudster bank scam 
to affect Kent residents the day before it hit the news. 
Find out more (see page 6) 
 November brings our now regular annual Fireworks 
Party falling slap-bang between Halloween and Guy 
Fawkes’ night.  I’ve got mine but if you haven’t yet 
ordered your entrance ticket on-line, it’s not too late 
(see page 9) or if you would like to help, leading up to 
or on or after the night, please contact Geoff or Fiona 
on 01622 884551.  They’d love to hear from you. 

 

  Sue Gardner 

Also this month:  
Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green 
Service dates; W.I.; Poet’s Corner; Puzzle Corner; 
Cottage Gardeners; Not So Young Club 
Reports from: Church Lottery Winners; Book Club; 
Harvest Fair & Festival; Macmillan Coffee Morning; 
Affordable Houses; Bank card scam 
Notices & Dates: Freighter information (and more!); 
Stockbury Observer Deadline dates; Ranscombe 
Farm; Community Bus schedule; Halloween Fireworks; 
Library; Christmas Fair, Charity Lunch; Christmas 
Crafts; International Evening; Carols on the Green; 

Police Contact dates & Surgeries 

Navel Gazing! 

by John Cockett 
 

I’ve noticed that the months go quicker 

Than when I was a little nipper. 

The reason is, so I’ve been told 

It happens due to getting old! 

After Halloween and bonfire night 

The winter season looms in sight. 

Perhaps if it is not too late 

I think I’ll go and hibernate!! 

November 2013—Editor’s notes Diary for November 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Fri 1st Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 2nd Church Charity Lunch 12.00-2.00 pm 
Sun 3rd Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls  3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 5th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 6th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
Thur 7th Gardeners 8.00-10.00 pm 
Fri 8th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 10th Dog Club - Field  10:00-11.00 am 
  Police Contact Point 12.00-1.00 pm 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 12th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 13th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
  WI 3.30-5.30 pm 
Thur 14th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 15th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 17th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 19th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 20th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
  Parish Council 7.00-9.30 pm 
Thur 21st Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 22nd Gardeners 7.00-10.00 pm 
Sat 23rd Workshop 2.00-5.00 pm 
Sun 24th Police Contact Point 12.00-1.00 pm 
  Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
Tue 26th Police Surgery 7.30-8.30 pm 
  Bowls 2:00-4:00 pm 
Wed 27th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
Thur 28th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 29th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 30th International Evening 7.00-11.30 pm 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 
 

The minutes for a parish council meeting 

will be approved at the following meeting  

and will then be published on 

www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the 

meeting at which they were approved 
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The services in November are as 
follows:- 
  
  3 November – 3.00 pm All Souls' service 
10 November – 10.15 am Morning Praise followed by Act 
  of Remembrance at the War 
  Memorial  
17 November– 3.00 pm Sung Communion 
24 November – 3.00 pm Evensong 
 

2 November from 12.00 – 2.00 pm; there will be  a charity 
lunch held in the village hall, sponsored by South Green 
Methodist church and Stockbury church. Proceeds to go to 
Dementia UK. Please come along for a good lunch to 
support this worthy cause. Adults £6.50, young persons 
£3.00. 
 Details of the range of services held within the 
benefice of the six parishes, to which Stockbury belongs, 
can also be found on the parishes' website – 
www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd Liz Cox .   
 For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact 
The Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 
 
 Penny Stevens—PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Stockbury WI 
 
At our October meeting we welcomed 

Jackie Gillard from Maidstone to talk 

about her career and her current business of Aromatherapy 

and Product Making. It’s always good to be reminded of 

what our garden plants can offer us for our well-being. We 

were keen to have the chance to make a pot of cream to take 

home. We queued up to dip into the big bucket of cream and 

decide what essential oil to drop into it: a choice of lavender, 

tea tree or peppermint.  A selection of Jackie’s products were 

available to buy: “Ahhh!” for hand and body  and “Ouch!” 

for aches and pains and Jackie donated part of her fee to 

benefit ACWW or the Sick Pig charity. 

 Julia then ran through the business: preparations for 

Harvest Fair, details of Ten Pin Bowling at Chatham (not 

Maidstone Sheila!) on 16th, both in Oct. Then December 

things ; District carol service at Hollingbourne on 2nd, 

invitation to Gardeners on 5th, Annual Christmas Fair on 7th 

Dec., our own party meeting on 11th and the popular Carols 

on the Green on Fri. 13th, when you can bring a food item to 

go in the Army appeal bin and enjoy the Victorian hospitality 

in the Hall. The W.I. is grateful again to MB Farm for 

sponsoring this event. 

 Before most of these activities there is the meeting on 

Nov. 11th: Charles Dickens’ Rochester, by Sandy Digby to 

which you are cordially invited if you so wish. 

Bridget 

 

November Sudoku (medium) Solutions on 

page 10 

STOCKBURY NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 
 

Press date seems to come round quicker each month. Having 

spent the 1st of October meeting on holiday myself, I am 

reliably told that a Bingo Session took place. The 15th 

October found members placing their bets on the horses 

trying to win a fortune. Arrangements were made for our 

Christmas Dinner on the 3rd December. If you would like to 

join us please ring me on 01795 842691. 

 Three members spent a few hours serving tea, coffee 

and cakes at the Church Harvest Fair on the 12th October. 

 

Shirley Moss 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 

We wish to thank all those who came to the Coffee Morning 

in South Green Church Hall.  A total of £324 was raised. 

Doreen Acock 

 

 

SERVICES AT SOUTH GREEN CHURCH 
 
Sunday services in November will begin at the following 
times. 
 
On the 3rd, 17th and 24th 10.00 am 
  
On the 10th, Remembrance Sunday, the service will begin at 
10.15 am 
 
You will be made most welcome in our little church. 

HARVEST FAIR 
It was a bright sunny day for the Church Harvest 

Fair held on 12th October.  The hall was 

crammed full of flowers, fruit, vegetables, 

preserves, cakes, books and jewellery.  There was a bottle 

stall, a raffle and hot dogs/bacon rolls and tea/coffee & cakes 

were served.   

 A very big thank you to the village societies: WI, NSY, 

Church members, Gardeners - who gave their support and 

donated their takings to the Church.  It is much appreciated.  

 The Church monthly draw took place with Rev. Liz Cox, 

helped by Rebekah, drawing out the winning numbers.  A 

special thanks to Lew, Irene & Roger and their grandchildren 

for setting up the tables and chairs and to everyone who 

cleared away afterwards, including the "Fab 3" for wielding 

their brooms for the final clear up (they know who they are). 

B Mace 

on behalf of Stockbury PCC 
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Stockbury  

Christmas Fayre 

 

Saturday 7th  December 

10.00 am–1.00 pm 
 

There will be lots of really great ideas  

for last minute Christmas presents  

from many of the local arts  

and crafts designers  

and much, much more 
 

Teas and bacon rolls 
 
 

See December’s Observer  

for more information 

Saturday 23rd November 2013 

To be held at Stockbury Village Hall from 

2pm to 5pm. 

 

Learn how  

to make a Christmas Welcome Ring. 

 

A practical workshop and demonstration by a 

professional florist.  If you would like to 

participate, a list of materials required will be 

notified at a later date. 

 

Enquiries to Mick Bingham  01795 842480 

STOCKBURY OBSERVER DEADLINES 
Please note the following 2013 deadlines as the 3rd Friday 

of the month with the exception of November when it will 

be the 4th Friday.  Please send your submission as soon as 

you can—no need to leave it to the last minute.  Many 

thanks for your consideration:   

November 22nd December 20th 

 
The Editor 

 

 

STOCKBURY WI 

INVITES YOU TO 

CAROLS ON THE GREEN 

WITH THE SALVATION ARMY BAND 

ON 

FRIDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2013 

7:00—7:30 pm 

ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 

 

VICTORIAN FESTIVITIES CONTINUE IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL WITH REFRESHMENTS, 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLES  

& (more) CAROLS 

 
DONATIONS OF NON-PERISHABLE FOOD WELCOME FOR THE 

SALVATION ARMY APPEAL BIN 

 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN TORCH OR LANTERN 

 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

Sponsored by MB Farm 

Affordable Houses 
 

As many of you will now be aware, the affordable houses 

are now complete and residents have started to move in.  

This has been a long and somewhat frustrating process, 

but we hope that parishioners will agree that the 

development is of extremely high quality and will be an 

asset to the parish for many years to come. Of the 8 

dwellings, 6 will be occupied by those who have a local 

connection as defined by the Section 106 agreement, one 

will be occupied by someone with a connection to the 

adjoining parish of Thurnham, and the remaining 

dwelling is currently being re advertised. In order to be 

considered for a house, applicants needed to register with 

English Rural Housing Association AND be accepted 

onto the Maidstone Borough Council (MBC) housing 

register. In April this year MBC changed its rules for 

qualification and reduced the register from 3500 to 1100 

names, making it much harder to be accepted onto the 

register. The simple fact is that although there was a 

healthy level of people registered with English Rural as 

having an interest, not enough of these people were able 

to register with MBC. Whilst it is regrettable that not all 

the homes will be initially occupied by local people, the 

parish council believes that the project has been a success 

in that 6 households with a local connection have been 

housed and that the development will always be available 

for people with a local connection who cannot afford to 

live in Stockbury. 

Stockbury Parish Council 

THE HARROW 
We are pleased to announce we are now serving food 

every day and roast lunches on Sunday from 12-5 pm. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Harrow.   

 

Open Mon-Sat from 11 am-11 pm 

 

Sundays 12 pm-9 pm  

 

Contact us on 01795 842546 or 07973 282818 
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November Crossword 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

     All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order to 

fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, see page 3 for 

details.  Please provide your articles sooner if possible please.   

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

Solutions on page 10 

  

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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S T O C K B U R Y  C O T T A G E  
G A R D E N E R S  

November 2013 
November is normally the month when the frost starts to 

catch us out. It will put the final finish to the plants and 

vegetables that we have enjoyed over the summer. 

 This always reminds me that it is time to put my back into 

tidying up the ground. By doing this you are managing the 

ground to its best advantage. 

 Gather all green and decaying debris and get it into the top 

of your compost heap, slugs and snails will not get the 

benefit of anywhere to hide.  

 In the compost, mix leaves and part green and green 

material together as this will enable earth worms and 

bacteria to work their magic and manufacture some of the 

best soil improver that nature can provide and do we need 

that in Stockbury?..  

 DO NOT put any Allium, onion leek or garlic waste into 

the compost heap. 

 Do not forget to store and preserve any fruit and 

vegetables that remain in the garden.  

In the greenhouse:  
 On warm days open the doors and windows to discourage 

mould spores to infect overwintering plants.  Ventilation 

is very important.  

 When it is convenient you must sweep out the greenhouse 

and carefully wash the glass with garden disinfectant.  

 Use bubble wrap to insulate against the heavier frosts 

which will come in December. 

 Green tomatoes can be encouraged into ripening by taking 

them indoors and stored near to ripening bananas. 

 Any spent compost can be put straight on the garden, 

include the roots of whatever was in the pot again to 

improve the Stockbury soil! 

Digging the ground on a reasonably dry day will not only do 

you good in terms of keeping fit, but it will open up the 

ground to aerate it and improve the soil, and you may be 

lucky to have a resident robin to follow you around for a free 

meal of grubs and worms. 

 Now is a good time to plan the garden for the 2014 

season.  I would seriously recommend joining the Stockbury  

Cottage Gardeners in order to obtain 40% discount on all 

seeds from the DT Brown catalogue.  At only £10.00 per 

year to join, you will meet other gardeners from novices to 

experienced who will always offer a little advice on 

gardening. 

 I feel I mainly rant on about vegetables, so to prove I’m 

not totally biased here is the flower bit: 

The flower bit: 

 Rose bushes can be roughly pruned now to avoid wind 

rock and subsequent damage to the fibrous roots.  Gather 

all leaves under the remaining bushes and burn them with 

the prunings.  This stops the early onset of black spot and 

mildew next year.  

 Top-off perennials and remove annuals, condemning them 

both to the compost heap.  Again if the plants are even a 

little green they add moisture to the composting 

mechanism and will speed up the rotting process. 

Be aware that a lot of plants will have produced seeds which 

will benefit wild birds so maybe consider not cutting some 

plants with bountiful seed-heads to feed birds during the 

winter months. 

 This time of year always reminds me of watching Harry 

Dodson on the television “The Victorian Kitchen  garden” 

some of you will no doubt recall Harry demonstrating 

preparation of the garden for winter.  So, good luck: I hope 

you have had a good season and you now have 4 weeks to 

rest before planting next year’s onion seeds!! 
 

Monthly proverb 

A good gardener always plants three seeds- one for the 

grubs, one for the weather and one for himself:  

(C. Collins) 

 Chris Spree—Chairman 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 

Thank you to Bet and Roy Town for providing such lovely 

flowers for the Harvest Festival service on Sunday 13th 

October.  Even though Roy was in hospital, Bet insisted on 

cutting the flowers ready for the Service.  We are very 

grateful to them both and wish Roy a speedy recovery.   
 

B Mace 

on behalf of Stockbury PCC 

Saturday Freighter Service—

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

The free freighter service is for items of 
rubbish that cannot be put in your bins. For example: bikes, 
broken washing lines, fitness equipment, carpet and 
underlay, home furnishings and bric-a-brac, broken tiles, 
plumbing, radiators, small items of furniture and plastic 
items such as garden chairs and toys. 

The freighter will accept wood and metal but it would be 
better to take these to Tovil Recycling Centre where they 
will be recycled. 

What you can’t take to the freighter 

Commercial waste – more information about commercial 
waste collections can be found on the MBC Commercial 
Waste web pages. 

Electrical items Garden waste 
Glass Hazardous waste 
Household waste Paint tins and oil 
Plasterboard Windows 

 
About the Freighter Service 
 

 Abusive behaviour towards staff will not be tolerated 

 Children must be kept away from the freighter at all times 

 Do not leave items on the pavement or road before or after the 

freighter visits, as this could be treated in the same way as fly-tipping 

 Freighter staff can refuse to accept items if they think they are 

hazardous or will cause damage to the vehicle or the public 

 Only freighter staff can load items into the vehicle 

 When it’s busy you may have to queue to hand over items 

 

The date for the next collection: 
23rd November at 10-15 am—11.00 am 

In front of Stockbury Village Hall 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/recycling_and_rubbish/ways_to_recycle/waste_and_recycling_centres/maidstone_tovil.aspx
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/business/commercial-waste
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/business/commercial-waste
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Winning Tickets Saturday 12th October  
 

1st prize Sue Gardner Stockbury 
2nd prize Felicity Simpson Thurnham 
3rd prize Stephanie Williams London 
 

Future Prizes 
November   £30 £20 £15 
December  £100 £50 £30 £20 £15 

 

Tickets still on sale— now at £5 each until December 

SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND 

MONTHLY DRAW—2013 

STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB OCTOBER 

MEETING 

This month’s meeting discussed Midwinter 

Sacrifice by Mons Kallentoft. You would be 

right in thinking this was yet another Swedish detective 

story!  

 Having persevered with the challenge of the names and 

the plethora of tendrils in the plot we all (perhaps 

surprisingly?) enjoyed it!  Inspector Malin – proved herself 

to be an interesting and tenacious detective in search of her 

quarry. For anyone who may fancy reading this book – its 

ending was thought provoking and made you realise  that 

sometimes in fiction - the process of catching the perpetrator 

can be the most significant part of the story.  We gave it an 

average score of 7.5 

 Some of the comments were: ‘Atmospheric’, ‘interesting’ 

and ‘different’. The author’s ability to convey atmosphere 

was sufficiently powerful for most of us to feel that we had 

no desire to ever go to Sweden in the winter! Sub- zero 

temperatures much worse than Stockbury held no appeal! 

 Our poem this month was read by Ann and was “Life is 

Fine” by Langston Hughes.  It was a beautiful poem and as 

always brought alive by Ann’s reading. 

 Next month we are reading Nineteen Minutes by Jody 

Picoult. Moira Cooke 

STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
 

Summer is well and truly behind us.  If I’m in any doubt of 
this fact, the howling wind and pounding rain on my roof 
and windows tells me that this is a reality! Winter is on its 
way.  This can only mean one thing; Christmas will be 
upon us before we realise it.  The shops are already 
tempting us with their displays of Christmas goodies. 
 To help them boost their coffers, we will be taking the 
Community Bus to Canterbury on Saturday 23rd 
November so that you can do some Christmas shopping.  
The bus will leave Stockbury Village Hall at 8.45am and 
will collect those not within easy walking distance of the 
hall en route.  Our return journey will be at approx. 3 pm. 
 The return fare will be £5.00 unless you have a National 
Bus Pass, in which case you travel free, just show your pass 
to the driver. 
 If you would like to join us on our trip to Canterbury, 
please book your seat on 07551-454702 or send me an 
email at communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk. 
Our usual terms and conditions apply. 
 Throughout November and December, the bus will 
make an additional stop at Newnham Court on Tuesday’s 
Maidstone run,  if you would like to browse their 
Christmas shop or say ‘Hello’ to Santa in his Grotto. Just 
let me know you wish to stop there when you book your 
seat.  Fiona x 

Warning issued after spate of bank card frauds 
 

Detectives now investigating a spate of frauds across Kent 
are urging people to be extra vigilant of bank card fraudsters. 
 Offenders have been phoning elderly or vulnerable 
people, claiming their card has been used fraudulently.  
 The suspect tells the victim to call their bank but someone 
intercepts the call they then obtain all the information about 
the account they need such as a PIN number and tell the 
victim they will come and collect the card from them. The 
suspect then uses the card to withdraw cash. 
 The fraudsters seem very convincing and often purport to 
be from a reliable organisation, including national retailers 
and even the police.  
 A Dartford pensioner has spoken out after the conmen 
took £330 from her card.  She had a phone call and the 
young man on the phone said he was from the police and 
that he had picked up three lads that had her bank details. He 
told her to call the number on the back of her card and report 
it to the bank, which she did. What she didn’t realise was that 
she hadn’t put the phone down so when someone else came 
on the line it was another member of the gang. She thought 
she was speaking to the bank. 
 The man on the phone told her that he would close the 
account. He kept her on the phone for about two hours and 
wouldn’t let her get off to find some details. He said he wasn’t 
allowed to take her PIN, instead she was asked to input it on 
the phone. Without realising it  she had given him her details. 
He then said it wasn’t working so the card would need to be 
collected. He kept her on the phone until a courier arrived 
who took two cards and she later found out a total of £330 
was taken from her account. 
 The fraudsters told the her they would visit her the next 

day at 4.30pm. When they didn’t arrive, she realised what 
had happened. 
 What to do if you become suspicious?  Make a note of as 
much information as possible, do not give out any detail and 
ask for a number to call them back.  Wait for a dial tone then 
contact Kent Police to report it. 
 Never hand over any bank cards to someone who calls at 
your door or give any information about your bank accounts 
out over the phone. Police, banks and other reputable 
organisation will never ask for details such as bank card 
PINs in this way so don’t provide them.  Elderly people need 
to be vigilant of these scams and family and friends could 
look out for those who are vulnerable.’ 
 If you have information call Kent Police on   
01622 654367  or Kent Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 
0800 555111 
Abridged by the Editor  (source http://www.kent.police.uk/news/

latest_news/130920_fraud_scam.html) 

mailto:communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk
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LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 
 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m.  

close to where you live 
 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

INTERNATIONAL EVENING 
 

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

Saturday 30th November 
 

Featuring 
 

Kensei Taiko Drummers 
 

French Close-Up Magician 
 

Disco 
 

3 course meal 
 

£25 pp  7.00 pm for 7..30 pm 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Call Sue Porter for tickets 
01795 843715 

Sponsored by 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 
 

It’s never too late...to advertise in the : 
 

Stockbury Observer 

 Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and 

have remained unchanged for the third, consecutive year: 
 

 £85 for a half page 

 £55 for a quarter page 
 

 Our advertising year started in June but if you would like 

to take out an ad for the remaining months you still can. 

 Adverts for less than 12 months duration and smaller 

sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis on application.  

Please email: stockburyobserver@googlemail.com to express 

your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an invoice 

will be sent along with details of how to pay. 

 If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, 

preferably in MS Word or Publisher.  Please bear in mind 

when designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may 

not look so good in black and white on the paper version, 

despite looking great on our website. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this 

parish plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great 

opportunity to promote your business:  The Editor  

POLICE SURGERIES & CONTACT POINTS 
Source: http://www.kent.police.uk/Your_Neighbourhood/ward.seam?

id=1050&cid=269411 

Police Contact Point 
Sunday 27 October 2013 12.00 PM - 1.00 PM  

Venue: Stockbury Village Hall, The Street, Stockbury 

Sunday 10 November 2013 12.00 PM - 1.00 PM  

Venue: Stockbury Village Hall, The Street, Stockbury  

Police Contact Point (cont.) 
Sunday 24 November 2013 12.00 PM - 1.00 PM  

Venue: Village Hall, The Street, Stockbury 

Police Surgery 
Tuesday 26 November 2013 7.30 PM - 8.30 PM  

Venue: Stockbury Village Hall 
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RANSCOMBE FARM RESERVE EVENTS 
Sundridge Hill, Cuxton ME2 1LA 

 

Sunday 10 November or 8 December 2013: 
Conservation Day 
10 am - 3pm 
Great for families or anyone who wants to 
have a go. We will be working with hand 
tools to create and maintain habitat for rare 
wild plants. All tools and instructions 
provided. Please wear suitable clothes and 
sturdy footwear, and bring a packed lunch. 
Meet at the main car park on the A228, just 
south of the M2.  
Woodcraft Workshops  
Learn the age-old skills of working with 
green wood to create a range of useful 
objects with woodland craftsman, John 
Waller. These one-day courses are all 
suitable for beginners. Each is different, and 
each is a stand-alone day, so come along to 
one or come to them all! 
Space is very limited, with no more than four 
participants on each course, so booking is 
essential. The courses are free, but all 
participants must provide a £20 deposit in 
advance – this will be fully refunded as long 
as you attend the course you booked. 
Thursday 21 November 9.30 am—4 pm: 
Hurdle Making Split chestnut poles and 
shave them to make components for your 
gate hurdle. Then join them for a long 
lasting, attractive hurdle. 
Thursday 19 December, 9.30 am—3.30 pm: 
Introduction to the Pole Lathe An 
introduction to the pole lathe ... prepare a 
“billet” to turn on the lathe, straight from a 
freshly cut log – and learn to cleave, shave 
and then turn a dibber, candlestick or 
rounders bat. 

For more information and to book email: 
ranscombe@plantlife.org.uk 

Or call us on 01634 292062 

HEDGEHOG AUTUMN ABC 
A...is for Autumn orphans and juveniles. Watch out for any small 

hedgehogs that look underweight. If you find any small hedgehogs 

get in touch with BHPS for some advice: 

info@britishhedgehogs.org.uk or 01584 890 801. 

B...is for Bonfires, popular with hedgehogs as a nest site. Before 

lighting them check or relocate them on the day of burning. Why 

not make a compost heap for hedgehogs to burrow in the winter? 

C...is for Hedgehog Champions, spreading the Hedgehog Street 

message to their neighbours and local communities. 

D...is for Disease and its impact. The Garden Wildlife Health 

project is looking to see if disease is a factor in hedgehog decline 

and to determine a natural level of disease and parasitism. Report 

dead or ill hedgehogs at: www.gardenwildlifehealth.org. 

E...is for Events. People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) 

runs events throughout the year . Get close to British wildlife, 

including hedgehogs: www.ptes.org/events. 

F...is for Food for hedgehogs. Meat-based cat or dog food, with a 

few crushed unsalted peanuts, raisins or mealworms. 

G…is for Gardens! With almost half a million hectares of gardens 

in Britain they are an important refuge. 

H...is for Hibernacula, the nests in which hedgehogs will hibernate.  

These can be in log piles, compost heaps, patches of brush or in a 

specially built hedgehog nest box. 

I...is for Insulation. Make available dried leaves, straw or torn up 

newspaper to allow Hedgehogs to insulate their winter nests. 

J...is for Joining up gardens. Liaise with your neighbours to ensure 

your local hedgehogs can roam freely in your neighbourhood.  

K...is for two Kilometres, the average distance that a hedgehog 

roams in a single night. 

L...is for Leaf piles which can provide both important hibernation 

sites for hedgehogs and nesting material for hedgehog boxes. It’s 

also valuable food for insects. 

M...is for Mothers. Female hedgehogs have raised their babies and 

will be trying to regain condition and increase weight. Males can 

hibernate before females as they’ve had more time to put on weight. 

N...is for Neighbours. Hedgehogs need more than one garden to 

forage in so persuade your neighbours to make their gardens 

hedgehog-friendly. 

O...is for Old and decaying wood. Create a wood pile in your 

garden to provide a habitat for insects, which hedgehogs feed on. 

P...is for Ponds and Pools - ensure the sides of ponds are gently 

sloping or use chicken wire to form a ramp to allow hedgehogs to 

climb out. Cover Swimming pools or provide an exit route. 

Q...is for a Quiet corner in your garden for your hedgehog home or 

log or leaf pile. Do not disturb hibernating hedgehogs. 

(Continued on page 9) 

mailto:ranscombe@plantlife.org.uk
mailto:info@britishhedgehogs.org.uk
http://www.gardenwildlifehealth.org
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Visit us on: 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   
 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 
 
 

Available after the 1st of each 
month 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 
We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 
info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  
Chartered Physiotherapists 
( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a  

‘day against’ pain... 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
  

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

  

Find us now on Facebook! 

Post Office hours National Lottery now available 
 

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wednesday 9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Saturday 9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out the front of Stockbury Village 

Hall every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.20 am. 

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 

Tickets still available for 
 

Stockbury and South Green 
Churches 

 

Charity LunchCharity Lunch  
  

Saturday  2
nd

  November   
12-2 pm 

 

in Stockbury Village Hall 
 

this year in aid of 
 

DEMENTIA UK 
 

Adults  £6.50   Young persons  £3.00Adults  £6.50   Young persons  £3.00  
(inclusive of tea/coffee and dessert)(inclusive of tea/coffee and dessert)  

  

Tickets available from 
 

Brenda Mace  01622 884746 
Freddie Davey  01795 842978 

Hedgehog ABC (cont.) 

R...is for fat Reserves that hedgehogs need before they start 

hibernation when approx 30% of their body weight should be fat  

S...is for Strim with care! Hedgehogs often hide in long grass. 

T...is for Torpor, the state hedgehogs enter when they hibernate.  

And their body temperature drops to match the surroundings. 

U...is for an Untidy garden–brambles, log piles, leaf piles and 

long grass or scrub are perfect for hedgehogs to nest. 

V...is for Vehicles. Every year thousands of hedgehogs are killed 

on roads in Britain. Please be aware and drive carefully. 

W...is for a fresh bowl of Water which will be greatly 

appreciated by any ‘hog’ out and about in late autumn. 

X...is for ToXic chemicals. Slug pellets or pesticides reduce the 

number of insects for hedgehogs to eat and are also toxic. 

Y…is for YouTube.com/hedgehogstreet 

Z......is for Zzzz sleeping hedgehogs are warm to the touch, 

hibernating ones are colder. The spines of a hibernating 

hedgehog will still prickle if touched but the spines of a dead 

one will not. 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  

Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist 

Church Steward—Freddie Davey 01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

 07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch— 

Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

 timharnold@btinternet.com 

Stockbury Observer Editor 

Sue Gardner—Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency

 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 

Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Siobhan De Búrca 07772 226099 

 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  0845 3450210 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—John Cockett 01622 737782 

or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency 0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W.I.- Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

At Chestnut Plumbing we are always looking out for ways 

that we can help our customers, and make their heating 

systems better and more efficient 

but unfortunately we have to bring it to your attention that oil 

is being stolen from around the village at an alarming rate. 

The thieves are rather clever though  

as they are only stealing some oil out of the tanks  

and not all of it.  This makes you think that you are just using 

more oil than usual  

as the weather hasn’t been good. 

We can fit an alarm to any tank but it does have limitations 

Please keep an eye on the oil level of your tank and also look 

out for fuel caps or pipe work that has been tampered with. 

Please feel free to call us and we will be happy to talk to you 

about our service and any issues you might have with only 

friendly advice and no selling. 

Mark 07894067151 or Answer phone 01795 842291  

OFTEC registered and certified 

 Puzzle Solutions: 
 Crossword Sudoku 

 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk

