
March ’17 Diary 
All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated

The Stockbury 
& South Green 

Observer 
‘In the Garden of England’

Wed 1st Pilates 9:30 - 10:30 a.m
Thu 2nd Gardeners 8.00 - 10.00 p.m
Fri 3rd Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30 p.m
Sat 4th

Sun 5th Dog Club 
(Field) 10.00 - 11.00 a.m

Mon 6th
Tue 7th Bowls 2.00 - 4.00 p.m
Wed 8th Pilates 9:30 - 10:30 a.m

WI 2.00 - 4.00 p.m
Thu 9th Bowls 7.30 - 9.30 p.m
Fri 10th Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30 p.m
Sat 11th

Sun 12th Dog Club 
(Field) 10.00 - 11.00 a.m

Mon 13th
Tue 14th Bowls 2.00 - 4.00 p.m
Wed 15th Pilates 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

Craft & Chatter 2.00 - 4.00 p.m
Parish Council 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Thu 16th Bowls 7.30 - 9.30 p.m
Fri 17th Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30 p.m
Sat 18th

Sun 19th Dog Club 
(Field) 10.00 - 11.00 a.m

Mon 20th
Tue 21st Bowls 2.00 - 4.00 p.m

NSYC 7.30 - 9.30 p.m
Wed 22nd Pilates 9:30 - 10:30 a.m
Thu 23rd Bowls 7.30 - 9.30 p.m
Fri 24th Private Booking 2.00 - 5.00 p.m

Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30 p.m
Sat 25th

Sun 26th Dog Club 
(Field) 10.00 - 11.00 a.m

Mon 27th
Tue 28th Bowls 2.00 - 4.00 p.m
Wed 29th Pilates 9.30 - 10.30 a.m
Thu 30th
Fri 31st Dancing Club 8.00 - 10.30 p.m

The	Harrow Update	
Thank you to 
everyone who 
turned up for 
another very 
successful 
meeting in 
the village 
hall on 14th 
February.  It 
was an 
excellent 
turnout, despite the weather and the fact that it was 
St. Valentine’s Day.  At the meeting we gave a brief 
vision of what the pub can be and put forward our 
plan to raise the remaining funds needed from 
shareholders. 

In addition to their holding, any shareholders 
prepared to make a loan of £10,000 (or more!) to The 
Harrow Community Benefit Society (CBS) for a 3 
year period, will receive an annual interest rate of 
4%.  The capital will be repaid after 3 years and will 
be guaranteed against the value of the property.  We 
are also still looking to attract new shareholders, so if 
you’re considering whether to invest, or know of 
anyone who might be interested in investing, please 
let me know and I’ll be happy to send details or 
discuss any queries. 

We are close to raising the money we need to save 
the pub and the terms of the loan are an attractive 
proposition, so if you would like to earn extra 
interest on your current savings, please do consider it 
and we’ll be pleased to answer any questions you 
have. 

Chris Porter   01795 843715 

One	last	push	and	we	can	all	start	to	plan	
the	future	of	our	community	pub	

h9p://stockburycommunity.wixsite.com/
theharrow	

http://stockburycommunity.wixsite.com/theharrow
http://stockburycommunity.wixsite.com/theharrow


LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 
DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, 

OIL AND SLUDGE REMOVAL, 

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, SEWAGE TREATMENT 
PLANTS 

 

 

 

 

Stockbury
Halloween
Fireworks

Saturday 29th
October 2016

click here
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Got a question for Stockbury Parish Council? Send us an email to parishcouncil@stockbury.org.uk

Visit us at

www.stockbury.org.uk

You get more with the online

Stockbury Observer!

http://www.stockbury.org.uk
http://www.stockbury.org.uk


Ed’s Musings! 

Spring is in the air!  There are definite signs, 
we have the welcomed sight of flowering 
snowdrops  outside our front door and daffs 
as well as tulips poking their heads up through 
the soil, although I’ll admit the daffs and 
tulips are a long way off flowering!  The geese 
are heading home too, so I'm told. 

The days are starting to get longer as well 
now, which reminds me that we return to 
British Summer Time at the end of the month, 
so don't forget to change those clocks!                                        

Ed

Stockbury W.I.

We	gathered	in	the	Village	Hall	for	our	February	
mee6ng	and	first	of	all	we	wished	ourselves	a	very	
Happy	91st	Birthday	whilst	enjoying	a	lovely	birthday	
cake	Ann	bought	in	for	our	celebra6on.	

Our	President	Sheila,	showed	us	a	splendid	dressing	
gown	which	was	made	from	many	beau6fully	
kniHed	squares	in	glorious	colours	and	very	cleverly	
sewn	together	by	volunteers	of	the	‘Knit	for	Peace’	
charity.		Brenda	Mace	modelled	it	for	us	and	was	
very	reluctant	to	take	it	off!	

We	welcomed	Diane	back	as	a	new	member	aQer	a	
few	years	of	absence.	

We	then	seHled	down	for	a	very	informa6ve	talk	by	
author	and	speaker	Ian	Porter,	on	what	he	called	
‘The	Real	Downton	Abbey’.	It	was	an	in	depth	look	
at	what	goes	on	behind	the	lives	of	wealthy	families	
living	in	very	large	proper6es	during	the	Victorian	
era.		The	world	of	staff	working	in	these	homes	was	
very	different	to	the	world	of	their	affluent	owners.	

The	servants	worked	hard	from	dawn	un6l	way	past	
dusk	to	ensure	that	the	household	ran	smoothly	for	
their	employers.		They	had	very	liHle	pay	and	
virtually	no	private	life	of	their	own.	

When	the	talk	was	over,	we	thanked	Ian	and	then	
thanked	our	lucky	stars	that	we	live	now	and	not	
during	the	6mes	of	such	hardship	in	the	lower	
classes.	
13	
Our	next	mee6ng	will	be	on	the	8th	March	at	2pm	
and	our	speaker	will	be	Julia	Davis	talking	to	us	
about	‘Light	Supper	Dishes’.	Please	come	and	join	
us.	

Heather	TomseH	

Calling	All	Villagers!	
Come	bring	your	shovel,	or	your	spade	
There	are	lots	of	holes	to	be	made	

So	lets	have	some	good	weather	please	
For	we	will	be	plan6ng	cherry	trees	

Please	come	along	to	the	village	cherry	orchard	on	
Sunday	12th	March	at	10am	to	help	plant	25	new	
cherry	trees.	(don’t	worry,	we	will	show	you	which	
way	up	to	plant	them!!).		All	you	need	is	to	bring	
along	yourself,	a	spade,	some	gloves,	and	lots	of	
enthusiasm.		Hope	to	see	you	there.	

St Mary Magdalene Church 

Stockbury

The services in March are as follows:

5th March, 2017 3pm - Sung Communion
12th March, 2017 3pm - Evensong

19th March, 2017 3pm - Sung Communion
26th March, 2017 3pm - Evensong

(Mothering Sunday)

Details of the range of services held within the 
benefice of the six parishes , to which Stockbury 
belongs, can be found on the parishes’ website 
www.thesix.org.uk or contact the Rev’d Liz Cox
For baptisms, weddings or funerals please contact 
The Rev’d Liz Cox on 01795 844241

St Augustine’s RC, Deanwood Drive 
Rainham 
Mass Times 

Weekdays 9.30 a.m 
Saturday 10.00 a.m and 6.00 p.m 
Sunday 9.30 a.m and 11.00 a.m

http://www.thesix.org.uk
http://www.thesix.org.uk


	
Stockbury Community Bus 

Mondays - Sittingbourne
Tuesdays - Maidstone

Thursdays - Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre)
Pickups from 9:30 a.m. close to where you live.  Why not give us a try!

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work

undertaken to high standard 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Part P BS7671 Qualified
Free Estimates 
Call - Graham Seymour

Tel:01622 884288   Mobile:07522 666116

AWARD WINNING M B Farms  
Monday to Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Post Office Hours 

Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri: 9.00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon 

National Lottery now available 
Web: http://www.mbfarms.co.uk

http://www.mbfarms.co.uk
http://www.mbfarms.co.uk


Stockbury Book Club 
The Mistletoe Bride and Other Haunting Tales. by Kate Mosse is a collection of short 
stories.and a genre we have not previously read.  The book was found to be an easy read 
with people being able to dip in and out. and not as scary as the title may imply.  Some 
of the stories were set in places that people recognised which made those stories more 

enjoyable; the favourite story appears to be “The Yellow Scarf”.  I think we all enjoyed some and not others in the 
collection, everyone's views differed.  Each story comes with an explanation afterwards of her inspiration. 
Apparently these stories do not reflect her well known books of Labyrinth and Sepulchre. 
Interestingly we all scored it 5 or 6 giving it an overall rating of 5.5. 
This month we are reading Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson, a book recommended to me by a gentleman I 
met in a waiting room.  As non fiction it is another new genre. 
“Here we drink three cups of tea to do business: the first you are a stranger, the second you become a friend and the 
third you join our family and for our family we are prepared to do anything – even die.” 

Bev Martin 

The  Harrow 
Win a Mystery Day Trip of a Lifetime! 

Do you fancy winning an exciting day out? 
A rest from the tedious round of Saturday chores? 

An escape from the other half…? 

Well, here's your chance to win a trip to 'The Case is Altered', a Community Benefit Society pub in Bentley, Ipswich 
(link to the website  - take a look at the History section).  This run down pub was bought by the villagers and turned into 
a very successful village pub.  Fiona Moody has kindly agreed (after much arm twisting) to allow Alan Cooke and Chris 
Porter to drive the minibus there and back with the lucky raffle winners who win such a coveted day out.  The mystery is 
you won't know who your fellow travellers are until the draw!  Numbers are limited to how many we can squeeze onto 
the mini bus and all proceeds will go to The Harrow. 

It should be lots of fun, so, how to enter?  Give Chris Spree a minimum donation of £5 per entry and he'll put your name 
into the draw. To definitely NOT go on the trip (remember who's driving...) donations of £5 and above are also welcome 
and your name will NOT be put into the draw... 

Details: 
Tickets minimum £5 per entry 

Draw will take place in The Harrow at 7pm on March 3rd 
The trip is on Saturday March 18th 
Leaving Stockbury at 9am - returning 4.30pm 

Chris drives there - Alan drives back 

All enquiries, cash, cheques, bank drafts, donations etc to Chris Spree 
email spree@btinternet.com 

Good luck and remember, all proceeds go to The Harrow! 
[I’ve heard Fiona Moody is quite a generous soul, I don't think much arm twisting went on!   -  Ed]

Brainercises! 

Just for fun,how many can you get right??
1. BA and Face were members of which 

team?
2. What is the opposite of alkali?
3. In which lane is the Great Fire of London 

said to have been started?
4. Most snow crystals have how many sides?
5. What does an entomologist study?

6. In which game could an Australian’s
Chinaman beat an Englishman?

7. Which nutty chocolate bar is sold in triangles?
8.. What is the Teenage Mutant Turtles’ favourite 

food?
9. A bob was a popular name for which English 

coin?
10. How many legs does a male insect have?

ANSWERS ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE
NO CHEATING NOW!



Stockbury	
Neighbourhood	

Watch	
Welcome to the new Stockbury Neighbourhood Watch. 
We are a Police registered Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme.  Neighbourhood Watch is a way for 
communities to help themselves stay safe.  We are 
volunteers who work in partnership with the police to: 

- Distribute safety advice 
- Help make sure that elderly and vulnerable 

residents are not targets to criminals 
- Gather information to help police tackle local 

problems 
- Alert residents when there is a particular crime 

problem in the area 

Our aim is to help people protect themselves and their 
properties and to reduce the anxieties of becoming a 
victim of crime. 

Please be vigilant and report suspicious characters or 
incidents to the police and also to your co-ordinator 
(details below).	

Co-ordinators will cascade any information from the 
police or neighbours to members.  

CONTACT NUMBERS: 

Emergency (crime in progress / life threatening)  -
   999 

Non-Emergency   
  - 101 

Rosemary (Ann) Ballard  (Co-ordinator) - 
   (01622) 736331 

Alternatively you may e-mail the Co-ordinator 
at: 

stockbury-neighbourhood@outlook.com 

Any ideas and views would be greatly welcomed at the 
above mentioned e-mail address. 
If you know of any other residents who would like to 
receive information from Stockbury Neighbourhood 
Watch, then please ask them to either contact the Co-
ordinator on the above telephone number or e-mail their 
details to the above mentioned e-mail address. 

 

Oil Boiler Specialists 
A big thank you to all my loyal customers.  

I have been doing a lot of training and readying my 
company for the new RHI launch and to this effect 
we can now offer you biomass boilers (log, pellet 

and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

All design and installs in-house this will allow you to 
gain the MCS payment from the government to 

cover the cost of installation. 

I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you 
all and keep your oil boilers running at their best 

Give me a call or email 

Mark Viccars 
Chestnut Plumbing 

07894067151 
01795 842291 

chestnutplumbing@yahoo. co.uk  

OFTEC & HETAS Registered and Certified 

Fully Qualified Male & Female
Chartered Physiotherapists
(MCSP & HCPC Registered)

The Coach House, 39b High Street Sittingbourne 
ME10 4AW

We also have a Practice in Gillingham
if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne

info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk  01795 435060
www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne)

Stay Fit  -  Stay Active

Make every day 

a‘day against’ 

Brainercises ANSWERS! 

1. The A Team 
2. Acid 
3. Pudding Lane 
4. Six 
5. Insects 

6. Cricket 
7. Toblerone 
8 Pizza 
9. A shilling (now 5p) 
10. Six

mailto:stockbury-neighbourhood@outlook.com
mailto:info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk
http://www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk
mailto:info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk
http://www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk
mailto:stockbury-neighbourhood@outlook.com


Stockbury Gardeners 

DO NOT be tempted by the warm weather to advance your plants, although we had a lot of sun in 
late February, please be on your toes.  We WILL still have frosts and we WILL still have 15 degrees in 
the daytime.  The answer is Nike boots!!; Indeed, you will need to run to the greenhouse before the 

temperature rises too high, it could reach 30C , it may get even hotter , then run to close it up at night and possibly put 
supplementary heating on before the plants get cold, it sounds difficult but temperature, if used to your advantage, will 
make all the difference.  Good luck. 

Later this month, which is quite possibly the busiest seed sowing, month on the calendar, you can sow the following 
seeds:- AUBERGINES, BROAD BEANS, BEETROOT, CALABRESE, BRUSSELS (yuck!!) [Mmmmm - Ed], CABBAGE, 
CARROTS, COURGETTES (late under glass), CUCUMBERS (again under glass), LETTUCE, LEEKS, ALL ONIONS, 
PEPPERS (a bit late now buy from shops as mini plugs) POTATOES in ground and bags, PARSNIPS, PEAS, TOMATOES.  
Always check the seed packets to see if you are planting them correctly.  SO what are you waiting for?  Get on with it !!! 

The gardeners this month have the first of this year’s superstar speakers, Paolo Arrigo from the famous seed company of 
Italy, he will be presenting “SEED 17” in his inimitable fashion on what is new, and how to sow the latest and the old 
varieties of seeds, in addition if you have somehow missed the seeds of your choice this year, Paolo will have a range of 
seeds for you to purchase.  The meeting starts at 8 PM on the 2nd March, members are free, visitors and close by 
societies are £3.00 each. 

Top tips this month are on feeding birds and how to deal with MOLES (the soft furry ones).  How many of you 
would own up to owning a pile of old pots and seed trays, hidden behind an old shed or the greenhouse, I know we 
all do, they do sometimes come in handy!!  The problem is that they are a hidey place for slugs and snails.  How 
about this! Try turning them over or putting them in a prominent place for the Blackbirds and thrushes, that way 
you get rid of the slugs and snails AND feed the birds.  Now moles, love them or hate them, once sacrificed for 
making lead plumbing “wipes” ,now no longer required and hence redundant!  Vengeance returned and now 
destroyer of fine lawns, I can describe how to trap them, indeed I can write a whole page on moles with pictures to 
accompany, but today, the advice is scoop up their soil heaps and incorporate in your compost mixes that you have 
purchased; the moles have already sieved and sorted the soil for you so just mix it 50/50 with compost and give it 
a try. 

Are you are following the village pub purchase which is going really well,?  Once the purchase is complete, I will be 
looking for volunteer gardeners to help kick start the garden, so watch this space! 

Have a great March in your garden. 

“True recycling” 

The best way of converting an old plastic drum into a water butt, offspring delegated to 
fitting plastic tap!                                                                                                        Chris Spree 

John Cockett’s Ditty 

Seasons 

You can tell winter is going
When snowdrops have started showing

Gardeners had as much rain as they like
When February storms have filled up the dyke

Animal lovers who really care
Can catch sight of a mad March hare

After the usual April showers
Watch out for clumps of nice May flowers

Mobile Library Dates 

2nd, 16th & 30th 
March ’17 

At the Village Hall 



	

Stockbury W.I

PIE		LUNCH	
22nd	APRIL	2017	@	STOCKBURY	VILLAGE	HALL	

12.30	-	2.30p.m	

Adults	£7.50				Children	Under	12yrs	£4.00	

Includes	a	Desert	
&	Tea	or	Coffee	

Everyone	is	
Welcome	to	
Join	Us	

For	Tickets	Please	
Telephone	

Brenda	Mace	on	01622	-	884746

Bespoke Kitchen, Bathroom & Bedroom Installations 

We provide a full service package which not only includes the supply and installation of 
your new kitchen or bathroom but also all of the associated plumbing and tiling, electrical 
installation, plastering, small building works and decoration.   

Our highly skilled fitters and engineers will see to every detail of your installation from 
start to finish and with each job supervised, you can relax and watch your new room take 
shape to your custom design. 

We are members of Checkatrade with an average rating of 9.7 and also Kent County 
Council Trading Standards approved with all the relevant accreditations and insurances. 

A family run business so our reputation is our guarantee  

Telephone 01622 616117 

Website: www.elliottinstall.co.uk      email: elliott.install@gmail.com

ELLIOTT  INSTALLATIONS

Kentish Seasonal Fayre 
Calling all budding cooks, why not try making this 

traditional Lent dessert 

Kentish Pudding Pie 

Ingredients 
100gm Ground Rice 
125gm Sultanas 
150ml double cream 
2 eggs 
250mls milk 
75gm caster sugar 
Enough shortcrust pastry to line a 20cm flan dish or tin 
Quarter teaspoon fresh nutmeg 

Method 
Pre heat oven 200c/400f/gas mark 6 
grease the dish and line with pastry and blind bake for 10 - 
15 minutes.  Remove from the oven and allow to cool 
slightly. 
Turn down the oven to 190c/375f/gas mark 5 
Whisk together the eggs and sugar 
Combine the cream and milk in a saucepan and bring to a 
gentle boil 
Whisk in the egg and sugar mixture 
Heat until the mixture is thickening and stir in the ground 
rice and fill the pastry case.  Dot the sultanas over the top 
and grate on a light dusting of nutmeg. 
Bake until light and golden (keep checking it every 10 - 20 
minutes. 

Enjoy with ice cream! 

http://www.elliottinstall.co.uk
mailto:elliott.install@gmail.com
http://www.elliottinstall.co.uk
mailto:elliott.install@gmail.com


Letters 

Vehicles Obstructing Footpaths 
There is a noticeable increase in vehicles using the footpaths to park on and parents with children 
in pushchairs and residents walking in the village are having to walk into the road to pass these 
vehicles.  This becomes even more hazardous during dark evenings. 

The correct place to park is on the road and on the correct side if within the 30mph limit. 
Any vehicle parked on a footpath are causing unnecessary obstruction, which is dealt with by police and is an endorsable 
offence. 
PLEASE PARK RESPONSIBLY! 
Mick Bingham 

The Harrow Pub 
I am puzzled.  Where are all the investors in the pub?  It's only open 3 days a week but still few people use it!  Lisa 
Cockburn gives up her weekends for no pay to open the doors but her efforts are in vain.  The only people regularly 
supporting it are ones who have not even invested.  At least the cricket team had their presentation night there, otherwise 
there would have been just a handful of customers on each day.  Investing in a pub and then not using it is like having a TV 
but never watching it or a car but never driving it!  If you investors do this when you finally own it IT WILL FAIL!  If I 
was Lisa I would feel unappreciated and not bother opening the pub as few people can be asked to use it. 

P. Allan 

Why not express your views on local parish matters, good or maybe even controversial.  Let us know your thoughts and we’ll publish 
them subject to our usual considerations and procedures  
All contributions must have a genuine name and contact details or telephone number supplied  Views expressed by contributors are 
those of the author and not of the Editor or Parish Council. 

Send your contributions to email address 

stockburyobserver@gmail.com

Ssssh!!!	
If	you	weren’t	in	the	village	and	outside	The	Harrow	at	lunch6me	on	Saturday	18th	February,	you	missed	a	treat.		A	
number	of	some	of	the	most	dis6nguished	male	members	of	our	community	were	persuaded	(by	the	lure	of	some	cheap	

publicity	and	a	free	drink?)	to	dress	up	in	liHle	shorts	and	wellies,	silly	hats	(some	
were	even	wearing	make	up!)	and	dance	(if	that’s	not	too	strong	a	word	for	it)	to	
a	song	by	Lady	Marmalade.	

One	par6cular	individual,	who	shall	remain	nameless	un6l	the	photos	are	
published,	gave	a	whole	new	meaning	to	the	expression	‘men	in	6ghts’.		The	
worst	thing	was	that	a	cameraman	from	the	KM	was	there	to	capture	it	all	on	film	
and	photos	will	shortly	be	appearing	in	the	newspaper	(and	possibly	online).			

So	what	was	the	reason	for	this	madness?		Who	knows,	some	people	just	like	to	
dress	up,	however,	their	excuse	was	that	they	are	cour6ng	publicity	for	a	good	
cause.		The	‘Support	the	Harrow’	campaign	and	in	par6cular,	‘Ssssh’	the	‘Silly	
Saturday	Support	Stockbury	Harrow’	scheme,was	dreamt	up	by	the	younger	

members	of	the	village	for	social	media	purposes,	where	they	expect	it	to	go	viral	(that’s	not	an	illness	brought	on	by	
dancing	in	the	cold	in	liHle	shorts	by	the	way)	and	to	reach	a	worldwide	audience,	also	hopefully	more	investors	for	the	
pub.	

The	event	was	leant	a	certain	gravitas	by	the	aHendance	and	support	of	our	friendly	local	vicar	Amanda	Lane,	who	is	
preHy	worldly	but	even	she	became	a	bit	hot	under	the	clerical	collar	by	the	6ghts	and	how	good	they	looked,	so	had	to	
be	revived	with	a	s6ff	drink!		So,	it’s	a	shame	if	you	missed	it,	there	were	lots	of	laughs,	a	great	atmosphere,	new	friends	
made	and	a	full	pub	aQerwards.		What	next	you	ask,	was	it	a	one	off?	Keep	your	eyes	on	The	Harrow	Facebook	page	for	
more	details	and	don’t	make	plans	for	Saturday	lunch6mes,	unless	it	includes	a	visit	to	The	Harrow….	

www.facebook.com/Stockburycommunitypub	

www.theharrowstockbury.co.uk	

mailto:stockburyobserver@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:stockburyobserver@gmail.com?subject=


An Important Public Information Notice 

Did you know that as from the 28th March, 2017, there will be a new 12 sided £1 coin in circulation.  It will be  
a cross between an old threepenny bit, for those of you who are old enough to remember them and the £2 
coin but will be thinner, lighter in weight and slightly larger than in its current form.

You will have until the 15th October to spend your old £1 coins, as from that date the stores will no longer 
accept them. However you will be able to exchange them at the bank for a little longer after this date.

So search those nooks and crannies, turn out your piggy banks, penny jars, wallets and purses; looking for 
them and once you've found them all……

How about donating them to help us buy The Harrow or even buy a share if you find that many.  You could 
be helping us save a small piece of historic Stockbury Village and social meeting place from development.

When you find your crock of pound coins and maybe then wish to donate them to this good cause, please 
contact Chris Porter.

STOCKBURY CRICKET CLUB

NEEDS MORE PLAYERS!
ALL AGES AND STANDARDS WELCOMED

Call Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526
or

See us on facebook



STOCKBURY PARISH SHORT SHORTS 
provided by our very own Roving Reporters 

• CRIME – there was criminal damage to a vehicle in The 
Street 

• ROAD CLOSURE – Aerodrome Approach is going to be 
closed from 14th March for 3 nights from 21:00 to 
05:00 for BT works. 

• POTHOLES – Chalky Lane is in an atrocious state causing 
some vehicles to not venture that way.  Please keep 
going online to report these even though they’ve already 
been reported. 

• LONGTON WOODS – MBC is aware of “things going on” 
but there’s no information available to us at the 
moment. 

• BINBURY PARK – Quinns are still hoping to put their 
revised planning application in, in April but because 
Maidstone has passed its quota of new builds, it is 
unlikely to be considered for some time. 

• STOCKBURY WEBSITE – there are plans for this to be 
updated and to be brought in line with compatible 
formats for modern mobile devices..  A Parish 
Councillor will be meeting with a parishioner who has 
expressed an interest in working on this as Mandy 
Brown has now stepped down after many years of 
maintaining this site.  (Thanks, Mandy, for your years of 
support – posted by this roving reporter!) 

• MBC – the decision to cut one position in the Planning 
Department is now under re-consideration. 

• LITTER ON A249 – due to the cost of traffic management 
and for a correctly risk assessed exercise, usually the 
poor state of the A249 is only improved once a year, just 
before the Kent Show.  However, this year there is 
going to be a “Spring Clean-up” in the last week of 
March. 

• FLY-TIPPING – on the subject of litter but this time on a 
grand scale, this has increased.  Please remember to 
report ALL incidents of fly-tipping on the MBC 
website. 

• STOCKBURY OBSERVER - the Parish Council 
acknowledges that the new editor has done a great job 
with the first edition. 

• HARROW – there are now 100+ potential shareholders but 
pledges for the total amount have not yet been received.  
Grants will make up some of the shortfall and the 
chairman of the steering committee will also be asking 
if the Parish Council can give any financial support. 

• STOCKBURY BUS – this has had a recent software update as 
some instrument warnings were giving false readings. 

• FOOTPATHS – Green Lane has now been cut back apart 
from one small section, thanks to those who have 
ventured down there through the brambles with their 
clippers. 

• AOB – Lorry traffic on slip road from Aerodrome Approach 
to Bimbury Road is causing concern to residents.  
Double yellow lines and signage are no longer evident 
so it is difficult to enforce. 

• HGVs coming down Bimbury Road are damaging properties 
and also getting stuck further down Spade Lane.  Please 
try and get a registration  number taken from both the 
front and back of the offending vehicle (the number 
might be different) and the Company name is also 
needed.  This information to be provided to councillors 
Cathcart and Woods and they will report this to the 
respective hauliers. 

That’s it for this month! 

Observer Deadline! 

If you would like to advertise or have item 
included in next months Observer, we must 

receive it no later than 

Friday 24th March, 2017 

Please email your contributions to  
stockburyobserver@gmail.com 

Calling All Advertisers 

Our annual rates for advertising are very 
reasonable and have remained unchanged for the 
6th consecutive year : 

£85 for a half page or £55 for a 
quarter page 

Our advertising year starts in June and new 
adverts for less than 12 months duration will be 
charged on a pro-rata basis.  Rates for ads 
smaller than a quarter page will be given on 
application. 

If you would like to take out an ad, please email 
stockburyobserver@gmail.com  The editor will 
confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent along 
with details of how to pay. 

If you are a new customer, please also attach 
your ad, preferable in MS Word or Powerpoint.  
Please bear in mind when designing your ad that 
large solid blocks of colour may not look so 
good in the black and white paper edition of The 
Observer, despite looking good for our online 
edition. 

This is a great opportunity to promote your 
business as The Observer is delivered to every 
household in the Parish of Stockbury as well as 
having an online presence. 

It’s never too late to advertise in 
The Stockbury Observer! 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 

The minutes for our Parish Council meeting will 
be approved at the following meeting and will 
then be published on www.stockbury.org.uk 
within 5 days of the meeting at which they are 
approved.
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Useful Contact Information
Cricket Club Tom Bulbrook  -  th.bul2@yahoo.com 07780 440526

Church Matters 
St. Mary Magdalene

Revd Liz Cox  -  elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 01795 435184

Community Bus Booking Line 07551 454702

Crimestoppers (Confidential) 0800 55511

Dancing Club Brian Crisp 01634 231886

Dog Club Mick Bingham 01795 842480

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866

Environment Agency Incident Hotline 0800 807060

Fly Tipping & Waste 
Collection

Including bulky items 01622 602162

Gardeners Lex Sargent  -  stockburygardeners@live.com 01795 842741

Golf Society Jeff Hall 01795 843296

Kent Messenger Claire Adams  -  foxgloveadams@aol.com 01795 841140

Maidstone BC Councillor Patrik Garten  -  patrikgartin@maidstone.gov.uk 01622 807907

MB Farms Stores & Post Office 01795 842401

Neighbourhood Watch Mick Bingham 01795 842480

Not So Young Club Shirley Moss 01795 842691

Parish Council Sherrie Babington 01634 867173

Petanque Club Mick Bingham 01795 842480

Photographic Club Tim Arnold  -  timarnold@btinternet.com 01795 843049

Police Emergency Only 
Non-Emergency

999 
101

Police Community Support  
Officers for Stockbury

Ryan Waring  -  5872@kent.pnn.police.uk  
Dave Rowley  -  59079@kent.pnn.police.uk

07969 584213 
07772 226097

Public Footpaths & Bridleway Reporting issues with.  -  westprow@kent.gov.uk 03000 417171

Roads, Potholes, etc (manned 24hrs)  -  www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-
travel/report-a-problem

03000 418181

RSPCA 0300 1234999

Short Mat Bowls Tony or Angela Russell 01795 842738

South East Water Emergency Only 
Non-Emergency

0333 000 0365 
0333 000 3330

Stockbury Observer - Editor stockburyobserver@gmail.com

WI Brenda Mace 01622 884746
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