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September 2011 
Editor’s notes 

POET’S CORNER 
SPORT 

By John Cockett 
 
They were whooping it up in the village pub 
And the ale was flowing like water. 
The bar was manned by the landlord’s wife 
And helped by his buxom daughter. 
 
The air was filled with cigarette smoke 
And dirty jokes followed by laughter. 
Twas the AGM of the cricket club 
That rattled the pubs oaken rafters!! 
 
The president ordered up “drinks all round”! 
He had a very good reason: 
The village team proved that they were the cream 
And had won every game through the season! 

A few days ago, I was sad to learn that Dot Spratt has 
died.  Apart from saying “hello” to each other in The 
Street, I never got to know this lady at all but I do know 
that “everybody knows Dot”.  I know she will be sadly 
missed.  I would like to thank Ann Rich for putting 
together a few words on her life. 
 I have finally managed to harvest the first of my 
vegetables from my garden.  I’m quite proud of my 
achievements although I am still fighting off caterpillars, 
slugs and other unknown beasties that find my crop 
irresistible.  My patch now boasts runner beans,, 
broccoli, courgettes etc in an area that only previously 
grew weeds.  Unfortunately, I could not manage to 
grown anything in time or  come close to matching the 
skills of the winners of the Gardeners Summer Show 
who are listed in this edition. 
This month also brings: 
Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green Service 
dates; the Community Bus dates. 
Reports from:  WI; Not So Young Club; Parish Council 
Minutes (August); Stockbury Cottage Gardeners, Cricket 
fixture list. 
Features:  Poets Corner; Puzzle Corner; the Community 
Bus excursion September dates; . 
Letters page:  
Notices:  Not So Young Club Open Evening; (Sept) 
Barn Dance (Sept); Halloween Hog Roast and 
Fireworks; Charity Lunch (Nov); The Harrow presents 
Mel Harris; Charity Race night & Disco 

 Sue Gardner 

Diary for September 
All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Thu 1st Gardeners 8 pm 
Fri 2nd Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sun 4th Bowls AGM 2-5 pm 
Tue 6th Bowls 2-4 pm 
  NSYC 7.30 pm 
Wed 7th Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Thu 8th Bowls 7.30 pm 
Fri 9th Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sat 10th  Private Booking 9 am-3 pm 
Sun 11th Bowls 3-5 pm 
Tue 13th  Bowls 2-4 pm  
Wed 14th WI 7.30 pm 
  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Thu 15th Bowls 7.30 pm 
Fri 16th Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sat 17th  Seeboard Club 7pm-11..30pm 
Sun 18th  Seeboard Club 10 am – 1 pm 
  Bowls 3-5 pm 
Tue 20th  Bowls 2-4 pm 
  NSYC 7.30 pm 
Wed 21st  Parish Council 7.30 pm 
  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Thu 22nd Bowls  7.30 pm 
Fri 23rd Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sat 24th Barn Dance 8 pm 
Sun 25th Bowls 3-5 pm 
Tue 27th Bowls 2-4pm 
Wed 28th Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Thu 29th Bowls 7.30 pm 
Fri 30th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Stockbury Village Green 
Sponsored by:- 
Tomsett Kent 

John Goldfinch 
Keith and Ann Rich 

Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 
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The services for 
September are as follows:- 
  
4 September -  6.00pm Sung Communion  
11 September -  6.0pm Evensong  
18 September – 6.0pm Sung Communion 
25 September – 6.0pm Evensong 
 
The church will be open to everyone until the end of 
September  every Saturday and Sunday from 
10.00am to 4.00pm.    
 
There are a range of services held within the six 
parish cluster to which Stockbury belongs. Details 
can be found on the parishes' website – 
www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd Liz Cox .   
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please 
contact The Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 
844241 

Penny Stevens—PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Services at South Green Church 
 

During September services are scheduled at 10 
am each Sunday 
 

Freddie Davey 

I'm starting with new lyrics to a 
Pete Seager song of 1956, song 
recorded by The Kingston Trio: 
"Where have all the sunflowers 
gone, long time passing?” They 
have come and gone by now, some 
weeks ago.  Where have all the 

sunflowers gone? Gone for bird food everyone! When will 
they now return', when will they come again?  Come 
October will there be sunflowers to bring to show at the 
meeting of Northdowns in Stockbury? Early season took it's 
toll on members largest blooms. Was prize for widest 
bloom; we hope they'll be a show"  With apologies to Pete 
Seager.   
 We had very sad news when we learned that Sue 
Gilbert's husband had died suddenly.  Sue is living in 
Tenterden these days and has new W.I. friends there but has 
special connection with Wendy and Hazel who grew up with 
Sue’s girls. So they went to the funeral and have invited Sue 
to Stockbury and have given her a patio rose from us all.   
 In early August, Brenda Mace went to Denman College 
for her course that she chose after winning our bursary. 
Mary was on duty as Hostess at that time so they travelled 
together. Brenda was doing a course on Cathredrals, which 
she thoroughly enjoyed and learned alot from. 

Bridget Filmer 

Stockbury and South Green Churches 
Charity Lunch 

 

will be held in Stockbury Village Hall 
 

on Saturday 5th November from 12 until 2pm 
 

Details of the Charity and ticket prices  
will be in next month’s Observer. 

We hope that you will put the date in your diaryand we look 
forward to seeing you. 

VFAST  BROADBAND 
 

Vfast have now made a significant number of 
installations on the parish and it seems that most 
people are satisfied with the service offered. If you 
have any comments you wish to make please let me 
know and I will feed these back to the managing 
director. Specifically:- 
 

Anyone who has been told that the service will 
not be available for their property 

Any service issues 
 
Thank you 
 

Chris Porter.  01795 843715 
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OPEN EVENING 
STOCKBURY NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 

 

STOCKBURY VILLAGE HALL 
 

6th September  at 7.30pm 
 

A member of the KENT AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE will be giving a talk 
on this valuable service. 

 

Please come and help support them. 
 

Tea and Coffee will be available. 

The Fun Quiz  
This was once again an evening to 
remember.  The victorious team "Les 
Quizerables" were from Newington with 
"French Connection" from Stockbury being 
close second.  Our thanks to Stuart & Mat, 
Quizmasters, and their "runners" Emma and 
Louise, to Mary, Anne, Sue, Liz and Frank 
for their help setting up, for the support 
given by the teams and for the generously 
donated raffle prizes.  We raised £265 in aid 
of Stockbury Church Renovation Fund. 
 
Brenda Mace on behalf of Stockbury PCC   
 

THANK YOU! 

Stockbury Not So Young Club 

Not So Young Club 
 

On the 19th July we were, at last able to sit in Rosemary's garden for the whole evening in the sunshine enjoying the food 
members had supplied. Our next meeting, 2nd August, Daphne Majors told us of her experiences as a Seamstress, from her 
training at Medway College, by Zandra Rhodes mother to obtaining a position at the house of Worth working on dresses for 
Royalty. 
 We prayed for good weather on the 14th August, and we got it, A lovely day at Herne Bay. 22 members went by coach 
and after having morning coffee and lunch we spent the afternoon listening to the Kent Brass Band at the Pavilion. 
 16th August - A very interesting talk was given by Madaline Reed about her life in Foster Care and later at  
Dr. Barnados at Barkingside, Essex. 
 We are looking forward to our next meeting, 6th September, when we hope many of you will join us to hear a talk 
given by a member of the of the Kent Air Ambulance Trust. 7.30pm, with your support we hope to be able to give them a 
donation for the valuable work they do. Tea and coffee will be available along with a Raffle.  

Shirley Moss 

THE HARROW PUB 
presents 

MEL HARRIS 
For an evening of music September 9th 2011 

Free entry 
Bangers and Mash will be served from 6:30 to 8:00 pm 

£7.95 
For enquiries, please phone 01795 842546 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:  HARVEST FAIR  
SATURDAY 15TH OCTOBER 

11 - 1 pm  at STOCKBURY VILLAGE HALL 
 

Once again, this will be in aid of Stockbury Church Renovation Fund.  See you 
there!Look out for further information.:  

‘Boys and their toys’ 
 
 
 
 
See this photo in colour on the 
Stockbury website: 

www.stockbury.org.uk 
 
 
Photo by Sue Gardner 



Page 4 

 

The Gardeners were all very sad to hear of 
the death of Mrs Dot Spratt.  She has been a 
loyal member for many years and we would 
like to give our condolences to her family.  
She will be sorely missed. 

 
Our August meeting was supposed to be Petanque at the 
Harrow but due to the weather we had to call it off and 
instead we had one of Enid’s quizzes which we were very 
grateful for, as she put it together for us at such short notice. 
 In September we will be entertaining the WI and our 
speaker will be Mrs S Hollins this we hope will be a very 
interesting evening. 
 Don’t forget if you want tickets to the Barn Dance on the 
24th September there are still some tickets so please phone 
me on 01795 479440 the prices is £6.50 per person. 
 We are also having our Fancy Dress Party on New Years 
Eve again this year so if anyone is interested in tickets please 
get in touch. 
 
Top10 jobs for September 
 
1. Divide herbaceous perennials 
2. Pick autumn raspberries 
3. Collect and sow seed from perennials and hardy annuals 
4. Dig up remaining potatoes before slug damage spoils 
them 
5. Net ponds before leaf fall gets underway 
6. Keep up with watering of new plants, using rain or grey 
water if possible 
7. Start to reduce the frequency of houseplant watering 
8. Cleanout cold frames and greenhouses so that they are 
ready for use in the autumn 
9. Cover leafy vegetable crops with bird-proof netting 
10. Plant spring flowering bulbs 
 
Mrs Judith Sanford 

 
65th Annual Summer Show 

 
We had 260 entries which meant we managed to stage a 
really good show.  Our Judges were: Mrs. M Clift- Cookery, 
Mrs M Clarke-Floral Art, Mr. R Buller-Vegetables and Mr R 
Stringer-Flowers. 
 
The Stockbury Farmers Challenge Cup for most points in 
Classes 1-41 goes to Ms. L. Levermore 
The W Manktelow Cup for the Runner up in Classes 1-41 
goes to Mr. L Gransden 
The Wallace Challenge Cup for the Highest points in Classes 
25-38 goes to Ms. L. Levermore 
The Shillinghurst Nursery Challenge Trophy for the Highest 
points in Classes 42-46 goes to Ms. L. Levermore. 
The Goodhew Trophy for the highest points in Classes 47-55 
goes Jointly to Mrs.W. Gibson 
The Bill Bailey Trophy for the highest points in Classes 36-
38 goes to Ms. L. Levermore 
The Robert & Alice Staines Memorial Bowl for the Best Pot 
Plant in the Show goes to Mrs. P. Gransden. 

STOCKBURY COTTAGE GARDENERS 

The W Manktelow Trophy for the Class 21 A Salad 
Collection goes to Mr. L.Gransden 
The Frank Sharp Cup for Three Cactus/Semi-Cactus 
Dahlias goes to Ms. L. Levermore 
The Cockett Challenge Shield is for A Vase of Zinnias goes 
to Mrs. J. Jolly 
The Silver Medal for the Best Horticultural Exhibit in the 
show goes to Mr. S. Sargent 
The National Vegetable Society Medal goes to Mr. S. 
Sargent 
Donation from Mr. S. Sargent for the Mini Collection of 
Vegetables went to Mr. S. Sargent  
Donation from Mr. & Mrs. D. Amos for the Best Pot Plant 
in Show and this is won by Mrs. P. Gransden 
Donation from Mr. & Mrs. F. Mace for the highest points 
in the Cookery Section and this was jointly won by Mrs. W. 
Gibson. 
Donation from Mr.& Mrs. P. Sanford for the highest points 
in Classes 1-22  
Winner Mr. L. Gransden 
Runner up Mr. P. Sanford 
Third Place Mr. S. Sargent 
 
The doors opened at 2pm and lots of people came in for a 
browse. Our plant & produce stall was well supported with 
nearly everything sold. Thanks to everyone who gave 
produce and plants for us to sell. We would also like to 
thank all who helped set up on Friday evening and cleared 
up on Saturday after the show. This was much appreciated. 
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THE COMMUNITY BUS 
 

An enjoyable time was had by all the day we ventured to the 
Whitstable Oyster Festival and the weather was on our side 
too!  Although our intrepid explorers scoured the seaside 
town from north to south, east to west and some came back 
laden with local goodies including some vibrant coloured and 
extremely more-ish sweets from the Olde Worlde Sweet 
Shoppe, no one confessed to eating an oyster and I don’t 
blame them!  A BIG thank you to our driver for the day, Ian, 
who took extremely good care of his passengers, even 
sharing his brilliant blue bon-bon’s with us.  Yes, it was he 
who found the sweet shop! 
 Our last Summer Day Trip for this year is to The 
Weald of Kent Craft Show at Penshurst Place on Friday the 
9th September, for which we still have a couple of seats left. 

 
 
An ideal place to pick up an early Christmas present which is 
different from anything you’ll find in the shops come 
November.  My apologies for mentioning the ‘C’ word in 
September!  The bus fare, if you haven’t a valid National Bus 
Pass will be £5 return and the entrance into the Craft Show is 
£6.50 or £5.50 for Senior Citizens.  Come and join us for an 
enjoyable day out, to book just call me on 07551-454702. 
 
We would love to see you on our regular weekly services to 
Sittingbourne, Maidstone and Hempstead Valley, too.  Let 
our friendly, helpful drivers take away the stress and expense 
of driving and travel in comfort. 
 

Fiona 

SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD 

SEPTEMBER 
SUDOKO 
 
Difficulty: 
Moderate 
 
 
Solutions  
on page 12 
 

 

Community Bus Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m. close to where you live. 
Call 07551-454702 to book your seat. 

BREDHURST WOODLAND ACTION GROUP 
(BWAG) 

Fungi Foray 
Sunday 30th October—10.30 till 1.30 pm 
Meet at Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst 
 
Join BWAG for a walk around Bredhurst Hurst, led by 
fungi expert Tricia Moxey and learn about the types of 
fungi found in the woodland 
Cost is £3 and places are limited to 25 so booking is essential.  
Please contact Vanessa Jones on 07813 985940 / 
bwag@vanessajones.plus.com to reserve your place 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor 
I would like to share with the villagers of Stockbury through 
the Observer, good memories of my home town that only 
Stockbury can bring to mind. 
 The warm sun bathed the fields and hills of my home town 
Fermanagh, Northern Ireland in gold and a day out in the 
fresh, warm and rarely dry air was not to be missed. 
 Roy and I found ourselves in the town land of Cavanacross. 
Now, the roads in Fermanagh are similar to those of 
Stockbury, windy lanes and hilly in parts so thankfully we 
weren't speeding as we rounded a bend on the way to the 
Topped Mountain where the views are every photographers 
dream because a crowd of people were blocking it. Now, 
although Ireland is purportedly at peace, caution was our first 
thought, how fast the car goes in reverse the second! 
 The faces in the crowd weren't menacing though but 
jubilant and proud and following their eyes, there in the 
curve of what many drivers would have used as a passing 
place we witnessed a working Lime Kiln. 

 
Unused since 1840 
and over grown with 
brush and brambles, 
how many times had 
I passed by and never 
knew of it's 
existence? 
 I learned that 
some members of the 

crowd had voluntarily worked every Saturday for four 
months to restore this wonderful piece of history, receiving a 
bowl of soup for their hard work. 

As the sun went 
down Roy, I and the 
crowd that had 
grown through the 
day danced in the 
lane to the sound of 
the accordion by the 
light of the Kiln, 
laughed and ate 
warmed by it's heat. 

 A cross community project, I.E Catholics and protestants 
worked together to make this piece of history come alive and 
the merriment enjoyed by all happen. 
Alas! we run out of coal and lime stones, so reluctantly we 
all headed home, happy, some a little tipsy but hopeful for 
the future. 
 The intention was to light the kiln annually, accepting 
donations that would go towards local good causes. 
 So! what have my memories of that wonderful day got 
to do with Stockbury? 
 Well, every time Roy and I visit the village for our Sunday 
joint, Summer Fayre or Roys trips down memory lane, I am 
reminded of that day as I pass the Three Squirrels and see the 
chalk crevice looming over the road and knowing the village 
had a Lime Kiln of sorts. 
 I envisage a mouth watering MB spit roast and can smell 
it's tantalising aroma. The villagers of Stockbury, past and 
present dancing and having a hoolee with villagers from the 

surrounding areas bathed in the warm glow of a Kiln.   Not 
an impossible thought! 
 Simply put, Stockbury holds many wonderful boyhood 
memories for my husband and manages to bring good 
memories back to me. 
 
Patricia Sage 
P.S.  Cavanacross is a small town land in the county of 
Fermanagh and is close to my home at that time.  I came to 
England in the early 80's at the height of the troubles as it 
wasn't safe for my family as my father was in the Royal Air 
Force, so Blighty became my home from my teen years and 
mighty glad of her I was! Roy was then transferred to Dublin 
in 2002 until 2009 when redundancies were handed out like 
sweets and we came back to Kent.  Roy was born in number 
1, The Street in the early 60's one of many Sage's in 
Stockbury from the 1500s. Roy has many good memories of 
growing up in the village, going to school there before the 
school was moved to Detling.  Gardening for Mrs Waller and 
Mrs Reeder both Deceased. Helping Ron Pearson with 
events. Bottling up in the Harrow and the list goes on. 
Unfortunately Roy's father Charles was struck down with 
MS in 1978 forcing the family to move to Maidstone for 
better access to treatment. 
 We as a family visit Stockbury frequently, even when 
we lived in Ireland. It is the place Roy feels at peace!  We 
walk our dog regularly down Green Lane. MB Farmshop are 
the only butcher we use. Thomsetts fix our cars of course. 
We visit family graves too. The last summer fayre 2009 I 
gave my Photos to the Observer for publication. Wow! what 
a great day we had especially Roy catching up with people 
he grew up with. 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
I am sure that I am not the only resident who finds the Parish 
Council's stance on Steppes Hill Road confusing. When 
residents campaigned to have the A249 layby closed (due to 
anti-social behaviour) little did anyone imagine that the 
miscreants would merely move a few hundred yards up the 
road. They did, and yet now that the "anti-social" behaviour 
has continued, it seems that parishioners' complaints are 
falling on deaf ears. It is noted that the Chairman will send a 
'strong letter' to the Chief Constable complaining about the 
delay in investigating an accident. I see no such commitment 
to write a similarly 'strong letter' to him about illegal sexual 
activity in Steppes Hill Road! Rightly or wrongly, the PC 
give the impression that the Steppes Hill Road issue is of 
only marginal importance to them. For those who live close 
to this area it is vitally important. Perhaps now is the time for 
the Chairman to explain to all residents (via the Observer - 
and in detail) the definitive view of the PC so that the 
community can be aware of precisely how seriously (or 
otherwise) they take this issue.  

Barry Pladdys, 
Parsonage Oast 

 
 

Dear Editor 
I read with interest the minutes from the last Parish Council 
meeting dated 20th July 2011. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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To contact the editor: Email: stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 
All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures welcome. 
All contributions must have a genuine name and contact details otherwise the article will not be considered for 
publication. 
Please try to write your article as concisely as possible. 
The Editor may have to change your layout etc in order to fit the space onto the pages. 
Deadline third Friday of the month, sooner if possible please. 
 
All emails will be acknowledged. 
 

"Steppes Hill Road possible closure" 
 May I point out some mistaken comments. 
"There was No Trespass in the private conservation 
woodland"  This is 100% incorrect.  Either that or the 
custodians of the woodland have taken to leaving syringes, 
latex gloves and soiled underwear scattered around.  On 
any day of the week at some point in time you will find 
three or four cars (sometimes more) parked at the bottom of 
Steppes Hill Road.  All of the drivers having left their cars 
to engage in "anti-social behaviour" in either the 
conservation woodland or the woodland owned by the 
Three Squirrels.  A quick stroll through the woods will 
show you where they demolished the fences and made 
tracks.  Simply follow the trail of abandoned pornography. 
 This is not "anti-social" it is criminal.  These are adult 
men engaging in sexual acts in a public place, with 
absolutely no concern for who is able to witness their acts.  
 As a father of young children I find absolutely 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (cont.) astonishing that in 2011 we have people who are more 
concerned about a "noisy engine" and "dog mess" than we 
are about the safety of children and human excrement. 
 My previous complaints to the Parish Council on this 
matter seemed to be met with some humour with a nod & a 
wink to each other. 
 Were this happening on the village green would we have 
the same reaction? 
 People who are prepared to behave in this way are 
prepared to go further.  Ask Sarah Payne's mother if you 
need evidence of that.  Roy Whiting was well known for 
exactly this kind of "anti-social" behaviour before he went 
further.  In anticipation of the apathetic responses of "this is 
a police matter".  The Police have and continue to be 
involved in policing this crime.  It is the Police along with 
other residents who actually live there that want the lane 
closed or the borders built up to stop cars being able to 
park. 

Bruce Millar 

We’re now in colour on-line! 
 

www.stockbury.org.uk 
 

An advertising opportunity not to be 
missed—if you are a local business why 
not use our website to have a free world-
wide presence 
 
 
Contact Chris Porter on 01795 843715, likewise, to 
report any anomalies or errors. 

 
**  Please note this site is still under development ** 

Dear Editor, 
 
Arrangements are well underway for the Gore Court Race Night on Friday 16th September 2011 in Stockbury Village Hall. 
It looks like being a great night but please be quick as the hall only holds 110 and we already have orders for 6 tables of 10! 
If you would also like to be a horse owner for an additional £10 then please also let me know and I will put a horse aside 
for you. There are some great prizes for the winning owner in each race. Don't worry however as there will also be an 
opportunity on the night to buy a horse! 
 
Nigel Sharp (07832 101986)    Gore Court Cricket Club 
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LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 
DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  
CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

Gore Court Cricket Club Presents 
 

RACE NIGHT & DISCO 
 
 

Friday 16th September 2011 
 
 

At Stockbury Village Hall 
 
 

Doors Open at 7pm with 6 Races starting at 8pm 
 
 

Followed by a Disco with Dave Bowles until 1am 
 
 

* Large Screen * Real Races * Programme 
 
 

* MC & Race Commentator 
 
 

* Hot Food Included * Bring Your Own Drink 
 
 
 

BUY ANY HORSE & BECOME THE OWNER FROM JUST£10.00! 
FANTASTIC PRIZES FOR THE WINNING OWNER IN EACH RACE 

(IN THE LAST RACE THE HORSES WILL BE AUCTIONED) 
 
 

TICKETS JUST £12.50 
 
 

Tables of 10 or individual tickets available from Nigel Sharp 
Contact 07832 101986 or Email sharpy@gorecourt8.freeserve.co.uk 

Southern Water has notified the Parish Council that it will be installing water meters in our area and 
the South-East. They will soon be contacting householders with regard to installing a free water meter.  
More details to follow when they’re available. 
 
By 2015 the majority of their customers who don’t already have a meter will be provided with one free of charge. 
 
According to the Southern Water website, Defra, the Government Department for Environment,  Food and Rural 
Affairs says “South of England is one of the driest areas in the UK. It has been classed as an ‘Area of Serious Water 
Stress’”. 



Page 9 

 

  STOCKBURY Cricket Club 
 in association with Hartlip CC 
 
Here are the dates for September, noting the Kent Village League match: 
 

August 28th Sherwood 2nd X1 Home 2:00 start MATCH CANCELLED 

Sept 4th New Ifield  Home 1:30 start KVCL 

Sept 11th Boughton-Under-Blean X1  Home 1:30 start 

Sept 18th Borden  Away 2 pm start 

Sept 25th East Sutton  Home 1:30 start 

To have a chat about playing, please call Tom on 07788584806  

BREDHURST WOODLAND ACTION GROUP (BWAG) 
 
Reptile Ramble  
Saturday 10th September 10 am—1 pm 
Meet at Hurstwood Road, Bredhurst 
 
Join experts on this guided walk around Bredhurst Woods where previously adders, slow-worms and 
lizards have been recorded. 
 
This is a free event but booking is essential.  Please contact Vanessa Jones on 07813 985940 / 
bwag@vanessajones.plus.com to reserve your place 
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10. Planning 
Application 11/1086 Farriers, Pett Road: use of outbuilding 
for ancillary residential accommodation.  Recommended 
approval 
Applications registered, no papers received: 
11/1188 Pelistry, Hill Green Road: discharge of conditions 
11/1220 The Barn, New Cockhill Farm, Yelsted: Lawful 
Development Certificate, use of barn as residential unit. 
 
Enforcement 
Sea View Farm: reply awaited from MBC Enforcement. 
11. Finance 
Cheque numbers 001324 to 001329 were signed (proposed 
F. Mace seconded P. Woods). 
12. External Reports 
There were none.  Cllr. Whittle had intimated that she has a 
grant fund which could be used for traffic calming.  Cllr. 
Tomsett would look into possible methods. 
13. Correspondence 
ACRK Kent Village of the Year 2011: it was agreed to enter 
the category "Transport" and Cllr. Tomsett would make 
formal application.  ACRK Annual Meeting, Dunkirk, 13 
October 2011. 
 
Review of Polling Districts, Stockbury would remain as at 
present.  Southern Water, works on main.  It is understood 
that all investigation regarding possible archaeological 
remains has been undertaken satisfactorily.  Mid Kent 
Downs: car parking space in the village - to Cllr. Cockett for 
the village hall committee. 
14.  Any other business 
Parishioners  9 present 
Earth disruption, works on water main, Church Hill (see 
item 13 above).  Derelict phone box, village hall forecourt: 
Cllr. Cockett would urge the Village Hall Committee to 
consider removal. 
Replacement signpost, entrance to village:  Kent Highways 
have this in hand.  Withdrawal of school bus service. 
 
Councillors 
Concurrent Function meetings, Town Hall: Cllr. Woods 
would attend.  Director of Kent Highways would be invited 
to explain to councillors the method of repair of potholes 
etc.  Appsmoor Farm, it is understood that the boat is still at 
this location.  Cherry orchard: Hog roast, fireworks display 
on 29 October 2011.  This would be a free event for the 
parish.  Donations are required for purchase of fireworks.  
£600 has already been promised but some £1500 in total 
was required.  Donation boxes would be made available, 
and the Observer will carry details of the event. 
15.  Closure 
There being no further business, the chairman closed the 
meeting at 8.45 pm. 

EM Buxton 

The Stockbury Parish Council Minutes for July 2011were 
approved at the August meeting and therefore there is no 
requirement to print them again in this issue.  Please 
refer to the July 2011 edition of the Stockbury Observer 
for these minutes or view them on 
www.stockbury.org.uk/
Stockbury_Observer_August_2011.pdf  see page 10 
 
 
 
AUGUST MINUTES: NOT YET APPROVED 
 
 
STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Wednesday, 17 August 2011 in 
the Memorial Hall, Stockbury at 7.30 pm. 
 
1.  Present 
Cllrs. L. Cathcart (chairman), J. Cockett, F. Mace, D. 
Tomsett, P. Woods.  In attendance: E.M. Buxton, clerk. 
2.  Apologies 
Cllrs. J. Collins, C. Porter. 
3.  Minutes 
Copies of minutes of a meeting held on 20 July 2011 had 
been issued to councillors and, there : being no comments, 
the minutes were approved and signed (proposed F. Mace, 
seconded D. Tomsett). 
Matters arising 
School bus: It was understood that all pupils entitled to free 
transport would be accommodated by other means.  The 
council is awaiting reply from KCC regarding a paid driver for 
Stockbury Community Bus if it is decided to tender for this 
work. 
4.  Notice of reports from external meetings 
Chairman: meeting with police inspector on A249 
5.  Declaration of interests 
There were none. 
6.  Consultation on this meeting agenda.   
None. 
7.  Police Report and matters 
No crime report for Stockbury received. 
The chairman reported on a meeting with a police inspector 
on A249 crash management.  Closure of the road should be 
for no longer than four hours.  There were only five police 
sergeants overseeing crashes in Kent.  Motorway signs and 
some police giving wrong information. 
The inspector noted the very real concerns of the parish 
council in regard to these matters. 
 
The chairman had received notification of crimes around the 
area.  These included theft of fuel oil, gates, agricultural 
equipment.  Fraud - prepaid electricity meters.  Cold calling - 
bogus building workers, van registration HN08XOR. 
 
The chairman had met the new PCSO, Joanna Watts.  She 
was aware of the unsocial activities at Aerodrome Approach.  
She has been invited to attend meetings of the A249 
Action Group.  PCSO Watts had requested a link with 
Stockbury Observer. 
8.  Highway matters 
Notice had been received of impending resurfacing works, 
M2 Junction 5 slip roads.  A249 Action Group would meet 
next in September.  No reply had yet been received from the 
Highways Agency regarding M2 roundabout traffic lights. 
9.  Communities & Local Government (CLG) 
Summary circulated for report at the next meeting. 
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Invites you to Barn Dance with them 
 

On the 24th September 2011   
 

At Stockbury Village Hall at 8pm 
 

Tickets cost £6.50 and this includes: 
 

A ploughman’s supper 
 

Please bring your own drink 
 

The caller is Mrs Margaret Browning 
 

For tickets contact Judith on 01795 479440 
 

                         

M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm 
Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm 

 

Post Office hours 
 

Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday, Friday 9.00 am—5.00 pm 
Wednesday 9.00 am—4.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am—12.30 pm 
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September Sudoku & Crossword 
Solutions 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

ROAST 
& 

BONFIRE PARTY 
INCLUDING FIREWORKS 

 

STOCKBURY ORCHARD 
~SATURDAY 29TH OCTOBER~ 

Free event 
Donations for raffle: please ring Fiona on 07551 454702 

 

Donations for fireworks fund gratefully received (donation 
boxes will be available at various outlets or contact fiona) 
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Sadly Dot spent the last 3 weeks of her life in hospital, 
but even whilst there she displayed her usual sense of 
optimism which had been her whole attitude to life. No 
matter what she was up against this lively, interesting 
woman had a smile and a cheerful word for everyone. 
 
 Dot was born in Hunton of London parents and only 
came to Stockbury after her father died early in her life. 
She and her mother lived in a small house at Chalky 
Road, then known locally as Primrose Lane. When her 
mother died she went to live with her sister, Rosa, who 
had a house In Queen Down Warren. By this time Dot 
was 14 years old and as was the custom then, she went 
into service for a short while in Hartlip. It didn’t really 
suit her and when war broke out she jumped at the 
chance to branch out, volunteering for the WAAF. She 
left Stockbury for training camp in North Yorkshire 
where she worked in the Canadian officers’ mess but 
returned home from time to time on leave. It would seem 
she was quite a lively lass as years later, with a glint in 
her eye and a wry smile she would relate that the airmen 
from Detling Aerodrome often came to Stockbury  
village hops at weekends, and cheered up the 
proceedings. 
 
 When the war ended she returned to live with her sister 
until in 1953 she married Les and set up house in Lower 
Halstow. There they started a family and for the next few 
years they struggled to keep the home going in poor 
economic times. In 1960 they came to live in Stockbury 
at Number 1, Parsonage Cottages. It was here that Dot 
raised Kevin and Colin, helping to make ends meet by 
taking what work she could, at one point that meant 
cleaning in the Harrow.  
 
 Dot took part in all aspects of village life, never doing 
anything by halves, always making herself available and 
throwing her energies into all  activities. Even before 
moving to Parsonage Cottages she had become a member 
of the local WI and served on the committee from 1959 
for a few years. She was a great one for attending the 
weekly whist drives and made cakes and sandwiches for 
everyone, thoroughly enjoying socialising. She 
eventually left and became a founder member of the Not 
So Young Club in 1965; her enthusiasm as programme 
secretary provided the club with varied speakers on a 
great number of subjects and she remained a loyal and 
valued member throughout her life always helping 
wherever possible.  
 
 For many years she was responsible for distributing 
wool to the members of the Queen Mary Knitting Guild 
in Kent . Accompanied by the organiser she would travel 
to St James’s Palace, (the Queen Mother was the patron) 
help choose the wool and then return to give members 
their wool. When it came to exhibiting all the garments, 
she worked tirelessly to display them in the village hall 
before they found their way to the needy.  
 

 The Cricket Club couldn’t do without her either. Her 
relationship with this club went back years, when she and 
Les would cycle from Halstow, (children riding pillion) 
to matches. Les looked after the cricket ground, but she 
looked after the players. She was a dab hand at producing 
cricket teas and did this for many years, cheerfully 
organising the interval orange squash and making sure 
the washing up was done.   
 
 In 1990 she and Les, joined the Short Mat Bowls Club. 
She loved the gentle exercise, the camaraderie and the 
competition and remained an active member until just 
before she died.  When it was mooted in 2000 that a 
history of Stockbury was about to be researched Dot and 
Les came to planning meetings and Dot would go away 
and jot down her memories for later publication.  Always 
ready with a story and fully aware of the need for 
accuracy she would judiciously follow up every angle to 
authenticate her writing. Her name is to be found in the 
Stockbury history book.  
 
 And then, of course there was the Cottage Gardeners 
Club to which she belonged. She loved her garden. A 
telling story is related that, on a  Gardeners' visit to a rose 
grower's field, some years ago, Dot fell in love with a 
stunning yellow rose called Arthur Bell; the order was 
taken; the roses would be ready in the Autumn.  When 
everyone's roses arrived they found that Arthur Bell was 
missing - Dot was beside herself - and one of the 
gardeners had to go to the nursery and collect it for her 
(after getting   several fretful phone calls). Well, she 
finally got her Arthur Bell and in the following years 
entered her beautiful yellow roses at Stockbury 
Gardeners' Shows. One of her great triumphs in the club 
was when, in 1991 she went on a marathon cooking spree 
which won her a well deserved Gardeners’ Florrie 
Pearson Cup.  
 
 For decades this unassuming, extraordinary woman has 
touched the lives of so many in her community that it is 
no wonder she will leave a big gap in Stockbury  life. 
 
Our condolences go to the family who have lost a gentle 
lady. 
 
 

Dot’s funeral is at 2 pm, September 6th  
at Bobbing Crematorium 

Dorothy  Vera  Spratt           1923—2011   
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Cricket Club 
 Mike Lee 01795 842532 
Church Matters 
St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 
 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 
South Green Methodist –  
Church Steward - Freddie Davey  
  01795 842978 
Community Bus 
 Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club 
 Sue Carey 01634 387478 
Dog Club 
 Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
  07775 856273 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency 
 Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection 
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners 
 Judith Sanford 01795 479440 
Golf Society 
 Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings 
 Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 
Maidstone BC Councillor 
 Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 
  07967 224839 
MB Farms stores and Post Office  
  01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch  
Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 
  01795 844077 
Not So Young Club 
 Shirley Moss 01795 842691 
Newspaper correspondents for KM 
 Claire Adams 01795 841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
for East Kent Gazette 
 John Cockett 01622 737782 
Observer Editor— Sue Gardner  
Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Parish Council Clerk 
 Eileen Buxton 01795 842687 
embstockbury@btinternet.com 
Pétanque Club 
 Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club 
 Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
timharnold@btinternet.com 
Police – Emergency only 999 
 Non-emergency 01622 690690 
 & ALL General enquiries 
 Including contacting our rural PCs 
Rural Police Officer PC Lee Talon 
PCSO Joanna Watts 07772 225983 
  01622 604390 
or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 
@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers (confidential) 
0800 555111 
Public Footpaths – PROW Officer: 
John Pelham 01732 872829 ext  4 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 
Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk  
  08458 247800 
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls 
 Sue Finnis 01795 844524 
South East Water emergency  
  0845 6032603 
South Green Rendezvous Club 
 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 
W. I. 
 Brenda Mace 01622 884746 


