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As I write, I can’t eat another thing.  

The reason?  I have just returned from 

this year’s WI’s pie lunch.  If you’ve never been maybe 

you should give it go (as long as you like pie! and 

salad) and a table displaying an impossible choice of 

homemade puds.  It’s a chance to catch up with folk 

after the long winter.  Sorry if you missed it. Next year? 

 The puzzlers amongst you will notice there is no 

crossword this month.  Instead, we have a Word Ring 

especially created for us by Denise.  If you’re into 

puzzles, I’d love your feedback. 

 I’d like to thank Ann Rich for her contributions this 

month which helped filled some unplanned-for space. 
 

Also this month: 
 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green 

Service dates; W.I.; Poet’s Corner; Puzzle Corner; 

Cottage Gardeners; Not So Young Club 

Features: Ranscombe Farm Reserve; Blunders part 3; 

Technology debate; Letters 

Reports from: Community Bus; Church Lottery 

Winners; Book Club; 

Notices & Dates: Spring Fair; Library, Community 

Bus schedule; 2013 Stockbury Observer Deadline 

dates; Cricket Club fixtures; Parish Open Evening; 

Plant Sale; Summer Fair; Sunflower Competition; 

Advertisers renewal rates; Morris dancing; BWAG 

events; Affordable Housing 

 

Sue Gardner 

Springing into Summer 

by John Cockett 
 

In May when weather outlook is in doubt 

Ne’er cast a clout till there’s another drought. 

Flowers and trees are waking up again 

Helped on by sunshine and some April rain. 

If finding Morris men and maypoles are a bore 

It’s Cecil Sharp who had a lot to answer for! 
 

P.S. I am very pleased to state our frogs have got 

back home, though six weeks late! 

May 2013—Editor’s notes Diary for May 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

 

Wed 1st Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 

  Gardeners 8.00-10.00 pm 

Thur 2nd KCC Election All Day 

Fri 3rd Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 

Sat 4th Gardeners' Plant Sale 9.00-3.00 pm 

Sun 5th Dog Club Field  10 am 

  Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tues 7th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 

  NSYC 7.30-10.00 pm 

Wed 8th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 

  WI 7.30 pm 

Thur 9th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 

Fri 10th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 

Sun 12th Dog Club Field  10 am 

  Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tues 14th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 

Wed 15th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 

Thur 16th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 

Fri 17th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 

Sat 18th Dog Club 2.00-5.00 pm 

Sun 19th Dog Club Field  10 am 

  Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 21st Bowls 2-4 pm 

  NSYC 7.30-10.00 pm 

Wed 22nd Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 

  Parish Council 7.00-9.30 pm 

Thur 23rd Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 

Fri 24th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 

Sat 25th Spring Fair 11.00-1 pm 

  Private Booking 5.00-11.00 pm 

Sun 26th Dog Club Field  10 am 

  Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 28th Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 29th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 

Thur 30th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 

Fri 31st Dancing Club 8 pm 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 
 

The minutes for a parish council meeting 

will be approved at the following meeting  

and will then be published on 

www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the 

meeting at which they were approved 
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SERVICES AT SOUTH GREEN CHURCH 
 

Services in May will be held at 10am on Sundays 5
th
, 12

th
 

and 26
th
.  The service on 26

th
 will include Holy Communion. 

 

You will be made most welcome in our little church. 
 

On 19
th
 May we shall be joining our friends in Stockbury for 

their 6pm service. 

 
 
 
 

The services in May are as follows: 
 

5 May – a united service @ 
6.30pm in Lower Halstow church to celebrate the  creation 
of The Six*. The Archdeacon, Stephen Taylor will be 
present. 
12 May – 6.00 pm Evensong  
19 May – 6.00 pm Sung Communion 
26 May – Trinity Sunday; 6.00 pm Evensong 
 

Also on... 
 

9 May – Ascension Day. 7.30pm @ Hartlip church; a service 
led by a visiting  Russian orthodox choir.  
 

* On 19 March 2013, the church commissioners consented 
to the creation of a new Benefice of the six churches; Hartlip, 
Iwade, Lower Halstow, Newington, Stockbury and Upchurch, 
the Rector overall being The Revd Canon Alan Amos, until 
he retires in June when a new appointment will be made. 
Stockbury will continue under the Self-Supporting ministry of 
The Revd Elizabeth Cox. We are very grateful to her for her 
commitment to our church as she is also a full time prison 
chaplain.  
 

Reminder 
The church is now open from 10.00am to 4.0pm every 
Saturday and Sunday until the end of September. You are 
invited to visit and enjoy the peace of this special building.  
If required for grave flowers, there is now a tap in the 
churchyard. It is situated opposite the main door against the 
boundary wall.    
 

Details of the range of services held within the six parish 
cluster, to which Stockbury belongs can also be found on the 
parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd 
Liz Cox. 
 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 
 

 Penny Stevens 
 PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Stockbury WI 
 

The “ladies who lunch” met at the 

Jenny Wren at the end of March for a 

social eat-together. 

 Meanwhile the Craft Group has been extra busy knitting 

squares and even ladies who are not quick knitters have done 

a few. What started as part of the 95 county challenge has 

extended into 2 large blankets and half a dozen smaller ones. 

Having taken a photo for the celebratory scrapbook, the 

blankets will be sent off to Syria for the needy there. Irene 

Milton is arranging with the vicar about collection and 

dispatch very soon.  

 April’s meeting contained a huge amount of business; 

just as well no speaker had been booked. We heard Brenda 

Mace’s report on the AGM at Tunbridge Wells and a little 

about a District trip to Highclere, the stately home used for 

Downton Abbey, which 6 members visited. We wished Julia 

an enjoyable time at Denman college for the Photography 

course she chose after winning our Bursary. Final 

arrangements for the Pie Lunch were made.   

 

May Sudoku (medium) Solutions on 

page 12 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out front of Stockbury Village Hall 

every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 

STOCKBURY NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 
 

The 19th March meeting welcomed a new member, Judith.  

Sissinghurst Castle was the chosen venue for our outing in 

July. The A.G.M. took place, Rosemary and myself are 'still 

in charge'. A session of Horse Racing followed with 

members buying horses, placing bets and winning a few 

pence! All good fun.  

 The 2nd April meeting was followed with a Beetle Drive. 
 

Shirley Moss 

 May is our end of year meeting and also when we vote 

on Resolutions.  The one going to The National AGM is 

about the decline of town high streets.  Do come along and 

join us on May 8th at 7.30pm.  We will also be at the Parish 

Assembly on 22nd and the Spring Fair on the 25th. 

Bridget 

STOCKBURY OBSERVER DEADLINES 
Please note the following 2013 deadlines which are the 3rd 

Friday of the month with the exception of August and 

November when it will be the 4th Friday.  Please send your 

submission as soon as you can—no need to leave it to the 

last minute.  Many thanks for your consideration:   

 
The Editor 

May 17th September 20th 

June 21st October 18th 

July 19th November 22nd 

August 23rd December 20th 
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May Word Ring 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order to 

fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, see page 2 for 

details.  Please provide your articles sooner if possible please.   

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

How many 

words of 

three or 

more letters, 

each 

including 

the letter at 

the centre of 

the ring, can 

you make 

from this 

diagram?  

(Plurals and 

proper 

names not 

allowed). Can you beat 58?  

The nine letter anagram has a connection to 

Stockbury.  Solutions on page 12 

S G 

L E 

L 

V A 

R 

 

Thursday  

2nd  

May  

8.00 pm  

Come along & 

join us for a 

great evening of 

music & 

laughter at the 

Harrow pub 
 

with 

Maenads 

Morris  

 

 

wil l  be 

here to  

entertain 

you with  

dance,  

music & 

song  

www.boughtonmorris.uwclub.net 

I 

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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Visit us on: 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   
 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 
 
 

Available after the 1st of each 
month 

Stockbury Parish Stockbury Parish   
Open EveningOpen Evening  

 

The parish council invites you to 
the 

Annual Parish Meeting 

 Find out what the 
council has been 

doing 

 Meet village clubs and see what 
they have to offer  

Wednesday 22nd May 

7.00-9.00pm 

Stockbury Village Hall 

 

Please come along and enjoy a social 
evening where you can find out more 
about what goes on and meet fellow 
villagers over a cup of tea or coffee 

SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND 
 

MONTHLY DRAW 

Winning Tickets 
Saturday 13th April 2013 

 

1st prize David Canham Stockbury 
2nd prize David & Sue Bromley Stockbury 
3rd prize Sharon Grosse Hong Kong 

 

Prizes in the December draw will now be 
£100  .  £50  .   £30  .  £20  .  £15 

 

Tickets can still be bought – right up to December 
Tickets now cost  £8 
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LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

 

Find us now on Facebook! 

Post Office hours National Lottery now available 
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

The next collection date is not available at 

the time of printing  
 

 

For more information : http:/www.maidstone.gov.uk/

environment_and_planning/recycling,_rubbish_and_waste/

Saturday_freighter_service.aspx 

Local Electrician 
 

Domestic electrical installation  

& repair work 

undertaken to a high standard 

 

No job too small 

 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 
 

Call - Graham Seymour 
 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 
 

Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 
 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m.  

close to where you live 
 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
Calling all you aviation enthusiasts out there. Our June Day 

Out is just for you at The South East Airshow which is being 

held for the first time in 20 years at Manston International 

Airport on Saturday 22nd June.  There will be an impressive 

list of aircraft at the show both on the ground for closer 

inspection and flying, including the B17 Bomber ‘Sally B’, 

the Kent Spitfire and the Vulcan Bomber.  The Battle of 

Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF) will also be represented by 

the Dakota, Spitfire and Hurricane which will do a fly past.  

The Sea King and Apache Helicopters will also be at the 

show.  It is possible that this will be the last chance that you 

will get to see the Vulcan flying. 

 The gate entrance price for the Airshow is £10 for seniors 

(60+ yrs) and children (5-15 yrs) and £15 for adults (16 - 59 

yrs).  Under 5’s get in free.  In addition, the return bus fare 

will be £7 with National Bus Pass holders traveling free with 

just a flash of their pass to our driver of the day! 

 The bus will leave Stockbury Village Hall at 8.45am 

collecting those not within easy reach of the hall en route 

and dropping you back at your collection point on our 

return.  All the usual terms and conditions apply. 

 To book your seats, please call me on 07551-454702 or 

send an email to  

communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk. 

 Just to remind you that we will be going to Canterbury on 

Wednesday 8th May and we still have a couple of seats 

spare if you were thinking it was too late to book. 

 Now where shall we whisk you off to in July... ? 
 

Fiona x 

Sponsored by 
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D.W. Decorating 
All aspects of decorating undertaken: 

 Domestic 

 Industrial 

 Commercial 

 Insurance 

 New Build 

 Re-Dec 
 

Based in Stockbury, covering Kent and London. 

Call now for free quote! 

Tel: 07832967615 

Email: dwdecorating.kent@gmail.com 

STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
 

Book Title:  The Man Who Forgot His Wife 

 

Author: John O'Farrell 

 

Our rating: average 6/10 

 

John O'Farrell is a British writer with four novels to his 

name so far.  He is renowned for his comedy writing for TV 

shows such as 'Have I Got News For You' and 'Spitting 

Image' and has also written non-fiction.  He is active in 

politics and was Labour candidate in February's Eastleigh by

-election.  So, it is no wonder that his book was humorous 

yet tinged with seriousness as he explored the world of an 

amnesiac.  Vaughan, the main character, suffered a 

'psychogenic fugue'…which resulted in memory loss wiping 

out all recollection of his wife, including the fact that they 

are in the process of a divorce.  The novel tells of how 

Vaughan tries to win Maddy back and draws on humour, 

irony and characterisation to tell the tale.   

 

Denise Summer 

  

Stockbury Cottage Gardeners’ Association 

Plant Sale  

  

9:30am - 2pm 

Saturday 4th May 2013 

(Bank Holiday Weekend) 
  

The Memorial Hall 
The Street, Stockbury, Kent, ME9 7UD 

  

Bedding  Hanging Basket Plants  

 Vegetable & Fruit Plants  

 Annuals & Perennials  

  

Free Admission & Parking 

Refreshments Incl. 
Bacon/Sausage Rolls and Cakes 

  

For further information contact: 

Tel:  07753 197806 

E-mail:  stockburygardeners@live.com 

  

mailto:stockburygardeners@live.com
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moist as it will react to being allowed to dry out by deciding 

to “bolt” (go to seed) later and it will ruin the crop. 

 This is without doubt the busiest month in the gardening 

calendar so please accept my apologies for missing so much 

out. I cannot finish without reference to the wonderful 

variety of tomatoes now available, I always grow my old 

favourites but each year I try to promote and trial at least one 

new one. 

 One of our parish council members is growing a heritage 

variety called “Green Zebra” and I believe he will have a 

limited number of mature plants available to buy at the plant 

sale on the 4th May. I would suggest an early visit to his 

stand (Porter and Porter) when the sale starts at 9:30 am as I 

am sure demand will outstrip supply.  

 I also look forward to seeing members and potential new 

members at our next meeting on 1st May at 8 pm for a 

hanging basket construction demonstration which goes like 

this: 

 YOU bring the hanging basket and the demonstrator 

sells at reduced cost all of the “infill”:  plants and 

material to enable you to out-show and impress your 

neighbours. 

Have a great gardening month! 

Chris Spree—Chairman 

S T O C K B U R Y   
C O T T A G E  G A RD E NE R S  

 

Remember this 

column in last 

month’s Stockbury 

Observer when I 

mentioned playing 

music to your plants 

improved their well-

being? Several 

people informed me that it worked!! A few others noted that 

it was 1st April. 

 I always seem write about the weather, and writing “in 

advance” to suit copy deadlines should make it difficult to 

predict. 

 After the terrible weather over the last months finally it 

seems we might be heading for a “normal” season. I don’t 

know about you but as a child we always had “April 

showers” and it could be we are about to be blessed with 

perhaps a degree of normality. We have seen nature slow 

down and extend the dormancy period by some 4 weeks but 

be assured any delays will be back to normal soon as she 

plays “catch up”. 

 Fruit trees will benefit from a long rest and if the 

blossom sets and goes with haste, providing the frost lets the 

young fruitlets survive, we could have a bumper harvest. 

 May is traditionally the time to plant out young vegetable 

plants and to risk planting bedding plants.  Please be aware 

that tender plants in the garden don’t like late frosts.  I 

always check the weather for the next night and keep a 

paraffin heater in the greenhouse and some fleece on 

standby in case of a night frost warning. I take night 

temperatures given on the TV for London or Kent area and 

add in the “Stockbury Factor”, 2 degrees C. 

 On the other extreme daytime temperatures in the un-

vented greenhouse reach very high temperatures can push 

up the mercury, so it may be time to organise some shading 

material or paint to protect plants from getting sun-burned. 

 Vegetable seeds that should now be sown in the garden 

are as follows: carrot, parsnip, beetroot, spring onion, peas, 

spinach, lettuce, rocket, potatoes,  

 Seeds that should be underway in the greenhouse to be 

planted out at the end of the month are: courgettes, sweet 

corn, butternut and other 

squash family plants, 

runner bean and French 

beans, outdoor tomatoes. 

 Things to do are, hoe 

regularly with the correct 

type of hoe to chop off the 

tops of annual weeds and 

aerate the soil.  If you 

have sown spinach keep it  
Anyone for cabbage? 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 

  

I am pleased to announce that the annual rates for 

advertising in this publication remains unchanged 

for the third year running for 2013-14: 

  

£85 for a half page 

£55 for a quarter page 

  

Adverts for less than 12 months duration and 

smaller sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis 

on application.  Our advertising year finishes at the 

end of May.  If you would like to continue running 

your ad for next year, from the June 2013 issue, 

please email: stockburyobserver@googlemail.com.   

If you are a new customer please also email and 

include your advertisement.  I will confirm receipt 

and will send you an invoice and details of how to 

pay. 

  

The Observer is delivered to every household in this 

parish, so don’t miss out on this unique opportunity 

to promote your business. 

The Editor  

The Harrow Pub 
Fish & Chips Night 

Friday 3rd May 

from 6 pm till 9 pm (last booking) 

Bookings only 

 

Phone 01795 842546 
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Stockbury Cricket Club 
in association with  

Hartlip CC 
Fixture dates for your diary: 

 

May 5 Friendly Belnor Home 

May 12 Friendly Murston Home 

May 19 League Linton Park XI Away 

May 26 Friendly Eastchurch Home 

June 02 League Exiles at Bridge Away 

June 09 League Herne 1st XI Home 

June 16 League Holborough  

  Anchorians Home 

June 23 Friendly Mote Away 

June 30 League Borden Away 
 

All matches to start  at 2.00 pm prompt but please always check 

with our Captain, Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 

The new English Rural local needs housing development in 
Stockbury is due to be completed at the end August and the 
allocation process will begin in June. 

In order to be considered for one of the homes 
you must be registered for housing with 
Maidstone Borough Council through their 

Homechoice system.  

The properties will be advertised through Homechoice on 
21

st
 June, anyone registered and who has a connection to 

the Parish of Stockbury will be eligible to apply. This 
connection can either be through current or previous 
residency in Stockbury, immediate family living in the village 
or full time employment in the village. 

English Rural Housing Association and Maidstone Borough 
Council will be holding a registration event on 7

th
 May in the 

Village Hall.  The event will take place from 4.30pm until 
7pm and those interested in applying for one of the homes 
should come along to the event and register.  It is important 
that all applicants have completed an application form with 
Maidstone Borough Council before advertising begins on 
21

st
 of June.  If you have not registered by this date you will 

not be eligible to apply.  Those already registered with 
Maidstone Borough Council should still feel free to come 
along to the event as representatives will be on hand to 
answer any questions you may have regarding the 
application and allocation process. 

If you are unable to make the event on 7
th
 May but wish 

discuss any queries you have please contact Kathryn 
Watson at English Rural Housing Association on 020 7820 
7930 or Kathryn.watson@englishrural.org.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

To mark the start of the 2013 cricket season, members of the 

team and sponsors met recently at the Harrow.  It was a 

chance to meet and catch up after the long winter.  An 

indication of the average age was how many of our young 

players needed a new cricket shirt having grown out of last 

year’s version!  Once again, the kit is sponsored by Burden 

Bros Agri Ltd. 

 Another sponsor, Chris Spree was presented with a re-

upholstered seat for the sit-on mower he has loaned the club 

including novel embellishment illustrating the company logo. 

 Keith Rich, club president praised the efforts of the team 

making full use of the winter nets under Phil’s expert tuition.  

The club is delighted to announce the addition of Chris 

Shortall to join with John Collins as umpires. 

 He also thanked Glen Martin and Sue Gardner for 

continuing as scorers, without whom there would be no 

statistics. 

 Please see across the page for match details, taken from 

our new yellow Fixture book sponsored by local businesses 

and match day sponsors, Tomsett Kent.   

STOCKBURY Cricket 

Club  

in association  

Bredhurst Woodland Action 

Reptile Ramble 

When: Sunday 26th May, 9am - 11am 

Details: BWAG and the Kent Reptile and Amphibian 

Group (KRAG) will be hosting a reptile 

ramble at Bredhurst Wood as part of the 

North Kent Walking Festival.  Don't 

miss this chance to come face to face 

with the reptiles found at Bredhurst as 

well as finding out how on-going management of 

the site is being undertaken to secure the future of 

these remarkable creatures. 

 Places MUST be reserved in advance - please 

contact Mike Phillips of KRAG at 

treasurer@kentarg.org or 07540 250320 

~~~~~~ 

 

An Evening with Tom Hart Dyke 

When: Tuesday 18th June, 7.30 pm 

Where: Bredhurst Village Hall, Bredhurst 

Details: Join Tom Hart Dyke, horticulturalist, plant hunter, 

TV presenter, author and creator of The World 

Garden at Lullingstone Castle.  Hear how the 

garden evolved; Tom’s exploits across the world 

in search of exotic plants and about Tom’s passion 

for orchids. Rare and unusual plants on sale and 

signed books 

Tickets: £5.00 per person (includes refreshments). Must 

be purchased in advance  

 For information and ticket purchase call 

Vanessa Jones on 07813 785940 or email 

bwag@vanessajones.plus.com 

mailto:Kathryn.watson@englishrural.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@kentarg.org
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FÊTEFÊTEFÊTE   
Summer 

 

Stockbury Village 

Help! 

Your Village Needs You  
 

Date for the fête is 

Saturday 25th August 

We have some volunteers but need more! 

This is your chance to have a say in which stalls, 

activities and entertainment we have at the fête, and 

become acquainted with other villagers, by helping 

us to plan, organise a stall or helping on the day. 

Please contact Sue Porter on 01795 843715 if you 

would like to help. 

John Henry George Lee 

 In the hamlet of Babbacombe Devon in the early hours of 

the morning, Miss Emma Anne Whitehead Keyse was 

discovered brutally murdered in her home. Suspicion fell on 

John Lee, her half brother who was employed as a servant in 

her household. As the only man in the house at the time it was 

presumed that he had done the deed. The only ‘evidence’ was 

an unexplained cut on his arm.  

 He was tried, convicted and sentenced to death by hanging 

on February 23rd, 1885. However when he came to the scaffold, 

which in the usual manner had been tested before the 

execution, the trap failed to open. He was returned to his cell. 

The trap was again tested and opened perfectly when the 

weighted sack was let fall. Lee, together with the presiding 

priest and the executioner was returned to the scaffold and all 

was set up for the execution when once more the trap failed to 

open. The authorities returned the prisoner to the cells and 

made a detailed examination of the gibbet. No fault could be 

found. For the third time, Lee, priest and executioner 

assembled to carry out the sentence and once more, incredibly 

the trap door remained closed. As a result it was deemed that 

he was not meant to hang and the judge commuted his 

sentence to 22 years in prison. 

 So where was the blunder ?  It has been opined that the 

carpenters used a warped piece of wood (probably not the only 

bit ) in a rather strategic position, that is at the exact spot where 

the priest stood intoning his prayers. Through his weight the 

wood was flattened and the panel extended over the lip of the 

trap door, thus preventing it from opening. The moment he 

stepped off it the board curved back. Since this phenomenon 

had gone unnoticed, as the priest was not in evidence when 

inspections had taken place, the hangman’s noose could not 

claim its victim.  

BLUNDER  3  by Ann Rich 

Ref :  BBC ‘Inside Out’ ; Nigel Blundell  Mistakes of the World  

Under 16? 

Living in 

Stockbury? 
G r o w  a  

s u n f l o w e r  a n d  

e n t e r  i t   

a t  S t o c k b u r y  

G a r d e n e r s ’   

S u m m e r  S h o w  i n  

A u g u s t .  

F R E E !  W e ’ l l  g i v e  y o u  t h e  

s e e d ,  c o m p o s t ,  p o t s  a n d  

h e l p  y o u  t o  s o w  t h e m * .  

  

* Y o u  m u s t  b e  w i t h  a  

r e s p o n s i b l e  a d u l t .  

W h e r e  c a n  I  g e t  t h e  

s e e d s ?  
At the Plant Sale in the Village Hall 

W h e n ?  

S a t u r d a y  4 t h  M a y  2 0 1 3  

9 . 3 0 a m  -  2 . 0 0 p m  

  

Dear Editor, 

Please would you ask your readers to re-think their driving 

speeds in our village?   

 Our lovely 1 year old cat was run over and killed outside 

our home in the village on Sunday afternoon.  It was a 

beautiful, quiet, sunny afternoon with no-one about.  

Whoever was driving the vehicle that hit our cat may not 

have seen him (although I can't see how, as he was tabby 

with a lot of white on him and easily seen in broad day-

light), or may just have been driving too fast to slow down 

and let him move out of the way.   

 I do know that running over a cat does not, by law, 

require the driver to stop.  I also realise that cats mean very 

little to some people and they are not at all concerned about 

their safety.  However, my family has just lost one its own... 

we are devastated.  We have another cat and they have been 

together from 6 weeks old.  She will miss him terribly and is 

constantly meowing for him.   

 30 mph does not mean you should travel at 30 mph.  Just 

slow down for pities sake... and look out for cats. 
 

Name and address supplied 
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SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND 
 

MONTHLY DRAW 

Winning Tickets 
Saturday 13th April 2013 

 

1st prize David Canham Stockbury 
2nd prize David & Sue Bromley Stockbury 
3rd prize Sharon Grosse Hong Kong 

 

Prizes in the December draw will now be 
£100  .  £50  .   £30  .  £20  .  £15 

Next drawer is 11th May at12 noon at MB Farm shop 
 

Tickets can still be bought – right up to December 
 

Tickets now cost  £8 

What’s in a name..? 
That which we call a wild flower or a weed? (sorry, 

Shakespeare!)  So, what is the 

difference?  The usual response is that a 

weed is a plant growing (usually very 

successfully) in the wrong place.  But if 

you keep pulling out these plants too 

much, they can become rare.  So, when 

I attended the Stockbury Gardener’s 

recent talk given by Richard Moyse of 

Plantlife at Ranscombe Farm Reserve 

in Cuxton all the things I thought I 

knew about wild flowers paled into 

insignificance. 

 Richard obviously knows a great 

deal about plants and under what 

conditions they flourish best.  Changes 

to farming methods over 150 years 

have resulted in the disappearance of 

many of our cornfield flowers that 

some of us will remember from 

our childhood.  But the good news 

is there are some pretty rare wild 

flowers growing at Ranscombe, 

such as corncockle, meadow clary 

and the early-purple, man, fly and 

lady orchids. 

 Ramscombe Farm is a 

country park and working farm. 

Part of the site is included in the Cobham Woods Site of 

Special Scientific Interest, and the whole farm is within the 

Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  And it’s 

virtually on our doorstep.  And it’s open for country-lovers to 

visit. 

If you want to discover for yourself about this relatively local 

treasure, there is a full calendar of free events scheduled for 

2013 such as:  

Wild Flower Identification for Beginners; Woodcraft 

Workshops (rustic furniture, hurdle making, introduction to 

the pole lathe) 

 

For more information visit their website: 

www.plantlife.org.uk/ranscombe or phone 01634 292062  
 

Sue Gardner 

Lady Orchid 

Corncockle 

TECHNOLOGY: what have we gained  

and what have we lost ?  DISCUSS ! 
 

 We have certainly lost our privacy, much of it self 

inflicted, that is if you have succumbed to Facebook and 

Twitter. The minutiae of your life have been exposed globally. Of 

course the fact that databases hold information on our health, 

on our spending habits and that our cash cards prove where we 

shop is unavoidable and are phenomena that have crept up on 

us over the last couple of decades. Anyway where would we be 

without our flexible friends ? 

 Self diagnosis of our ills is possible on line but is 

probably not a good thing as it allows unproven detail and 

inappropriate analysis which can lead to anxiety. The upside of 

this of course could be for instance, that informed knowledge of 

new drugs and surgical procedures might enable patients to 

have a useful dialogue with their physician. 

 Then there is the ever present mobile phone. We may be 

“in touch” with a wide circle of people, but in the process we 

have become less considerate towards our fellow beings. We 

text whilst at dinner, or shout our feelings into a mobile when 

on public transport, or answer unnecessary phone calls in the 

middle of a conversation with a friend. Our communication 

skills / technology have paradoxically made us ruder. 

 How convenient it is to text each other. A brief LoL and 

we have completed our communication. However it has been 

suggested that meaningful social interaction is at risk as the 

digital generation often prefers not to have face to face 

encounters, thus avoiding awkward or emotional situations. 

Reading facial expressions will become more difficult and 

having thoughtful verbal conversation, with all the nuances of 

human expression will, it is thought become rare occurrences. 

 However in an emergency the little monster is 

invaluable. There have been a number of people stranded on 

mountain sides or floating helplessly at sea who have been 

able, through our incredible technology to phone for assistance 

and their lives have been saved. In its way the internet has 

helped many a relationship; émigrés, families, harassed and 

worried parents world wide are forever grateful for Skype which 

keeps them in touch with home and offspring when they are 

divided by thousands of miles.  

 BUT you know those telephone numbers you once had 

stored in your head ? Well they have been stolen by that 

microchip in your phone. And the road map – so useful, so 

accurate, that officious lady hiding in your dashboard has high 

jacked your map reading skills and ruined many a country lane 

verge. 

 Let’s be more positive ! Young people brought up in the 

internet age are very good at sifting information quickly and 

browsing on the net keeps the brain active (good for silver 

surfers – and others) the flip side of that could be that we are 

tending to become more isolated, watching that little screen 

and getting Repetitive Strain Injury. On the other hand 

videogames, when used judiciously can improve a surgeon’s 

dexterity and think of how many very expensive aircraft are 

saved from crashing not to mention people saved from certain 

death when pilots use simulators in their training.  

 Oh, here is another plus…… think of all those blurred 

images you can discard before a photo print, saving hard 

earned cash and overflowing waste baskets ! 

 Looking back over this piece I detect a large amount of 

negativity which I suspect is a generation thing, so come on all 

you (young ?) techno experts out there, put me right. Tell us of 

the many GOOD THINGS about this world’s technological 

explosion...please! 

Ann Rich 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Orchis_purpurea6.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Corn_cockle.jpg
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Stockbury Stockbury   

Spring FairSpring Fair  

  Stockbury Village HallStockbury Village Hall  

Saturday May 25Saturday May 25
thth

    
11.00am11.00am--1.00pm1.00pm 

Plant Sale 

Jams / Preserves 

Books 

Cakes 

Raffle 

Various Stalls 

 

Tea/Coffee/Bacon rolls 
 

Sellers, if you would like a book a table, please contact: 

Mick Bingham on 01795 842480  

or 

Sue Porter on 01795 843715 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  

Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist 

Church Steward—Freddie Davey 01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

 07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch— 

Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

 timharnold@btinternet.com 

Stockbury Observer Editor 

Sue Gardner—Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency

 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 

Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Siobhan De Búrca 07772 226099 

 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
   0845 3450210 

westprow@kent.gov.uk 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis 01795 844524 

South East Water emergency 0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W.I.- Brenda Mace 01622 88 4746 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

 

Can I just advise all home owners in and around Stockbury that  

Oil boilers only need to be serviced once a year. 
 

This will be news to some of you I’m sure.  

A service should comprise of changing the nozzle,  

replacing the flexible oil line,  

changing/cleaning any and all oil filters,  

removing all the baffles and  

cleaning the INSIDE of the boiler.  

Once this has been done and the boiler is rebuilt it should be fired 

up and the emissions tested with a gas analyzer and the settings 

adjusted to give you the most efficient boiler you can have.  

It is your oil - burn it wisely. 

Changing the nozzle and vacuuming out the front is not a service,  

it is a rip off! 

Call us and we will be happy to talk to you about our service with 

only friendly advice and no selling. 

01795 842291 or 07894067151 

OFTEC registered and certified 

Puzzle Solutions: WORD RING: Villagers – 

agile, ail, ails, air, airs, 

aisle, alive, arise, evil, gait, 

gill, girl, give, giver, gives, 

grail, grill, grills, ill, ire, 

isle, lair, liar, lie, lire, liver, 

lives, rail, raise, rallies, rig, 

rile, riles, rill, rise, rival, 

rivals, sail, sari, silage, sill, 

sir, sire, valise, veil, via, 

view, vial, vie, vies, vile, 

villa, village, villager, viral, 

visa, visage. 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk

