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I am sorry to bring you sad news of the 
loss of another member of our parish:  
Mike Cottell died on 10th February.  His 
funeral will be held on 3rd March at  
11 am at St Mary Magdelene church, Stockbury.  
Please check at the farm shop for further details. 
 
But this month I also have happy news.  We have a 
new addition to Stockbury (see page 6 for details) 
 
And we’re changing!  We’re jumping before we’re 
pushed!  We have a new email address: 
 

stockburyobserver@gmail.com 
 

Please make a note of this new address and see pages 
5 and 9 for more details  

Sue Gardner 

Also this month: 
 
Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green 
Churches Service dates; W.I.; Poet’s Corner; Cottage 
Gardeners; NSY Club; Rural Ramblings 
Reports from: Book Club; BWAG News 
Letters 
Notices & Dates: Fun Quiz; Village Clean-Up; NEW 
Craft and Chatter Group; Vfast Broadband; Stockbury 
Church Draw; Lent Lunch; Pie Lunch; Freighter 
information; Stockbury Observer Deadline dates 2014; 
Community Bus schedule; Library; Maidstone 
Symphony Orchestra; Parish Plan; Commemoration 
Dinner (November) 

Springing Forward 
by John Cockett 

 

After all the rainy months a sunny day  

Persuaded me to put my gumboots right away 

Even those who suffered much from flooding 

Will start to see their flora a-budding 

 

The month of March is really not too late 

To offer help to fun the village fete 

Spare a little time beforehand if you may 

Or even just assistance on the day! 

March 2014—Editor’s notes Diary for March 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Sat 1st Private booking  10.00-2.00 pm 
  Church Quiz 7.00-10.00 pm 
Sun 2nd Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Private Booking 10.00-2.00 pm 
  Bowls  3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 4th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 5th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
Thur 6th Gardeners 8.00-10.00 pm 
Fri 7th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 8th Murder Mystery 7.00-11.30 pm 
Sun 9th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 11th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 12th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
  WI 2.00-4.00 pm 
Thur 13th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 14th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 16th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 18th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 19th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
  W I 1.00-3.00 pm 
Thur 20th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 21st Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 23rd Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Private Booking 10.00-2.00 pm 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
Tue 25th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 26th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
  Parish Council 7.00-9.30 pm 
Thur 27th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 28th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 30th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 
 

The minutes for a parish council meeting will 

be approved at the following meeting  

and will then be published on 

www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the 

meeting at which they were approved 

mailto:stockburyobserver@gmail.com
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The services in March are as 
follows:- 
 
2 March 3.00 pm Sung Communion 
9 March 3.00 pm Evensong 
16 March 3.00 pm Sung Communion 
23 March 3.00 pm Evensong 
30 March Mothering Sunday 
  3.00 pm Communion 
In the event of severe bad weather, the services advertised 
may have to be cancelled so please check with The Revd 
Liz Cox if in doubt.  
 
Details of the range of services held within the benefice of 
the six parishes, to which Stockbury belongs, can also be 
found on the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or 
contact The Revd Liz Cox .  
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox – tel: 01795 435184  
 Penny Stevens—PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Stockbury WI 
 
Ian Porter gave us an enthralling insight 

into the Suffragette and WPSU 

(Women’s Social and Political Union) movement.  We were 

truly enlightened to their work, an obvious (sometimes) 

brutal suffering fighting for women’s rights.  They 

campaigned for the right to divorce, the right to education 

and the right to have a job such as a doctor.   

 Many women saw the vote as the vital achievement that 

would give them a say towards the laws affecting their lives - 

we and our future generation have a lot to thank them for! 

 Christabel Pankhurst was fined for spitting at a 

policeman, which she then refused to pay and was therefore 

sent to prison for contempt of court.  This was the start of the 

WPSU use of publicity to highlight the cause.  The new 

Liberal Government refused to give women the vote: they 

decided they would become militants.  After a scuffle with 

the police outside parliament they were called “suffragettes” 

by the Daily Mail.  This term stuck.   

 They proceeded to do huge marches and started to hunger 

strike and get forced fed in prison.  They stated that they 

should be given political prisoner status rather than be 

treated as a criminal.  In 1910 the conciliation bill voted 

overwhelmingly in favour of women getting the vote only 

for the Prime Minister to block it.  They marched on 

parliament but were beaten by and abused by police on 

orders directly from Winston Churchill.  So, they changed 

tactics and used stone-throwing to break windows.  

Frustrated they increased their level of violence which turned 

press and public against them.  They committed acts of 

destruction and arson.  They lost support and only had 2000 

members by outbreak of war.   

 The Government had beaten them but the non-militant 

suffrage societies had greatly increased their numbers thanks 

to great speeches from Mrs E. Pankhurst.  Sylvia, her 

daughter sought support from working class women.   

 So even though the suffragettes were themselves fading, 

the votes for women campaign grew in strength.  Had the 

war not come along women would probably have got the 

vote in 1915.  Mrs Pankhurst believed in serving her country.  

Women proved themselves capable of performing jobs while 

men went to war.  By 1916 the vote was eventually granted 

to women over the age of 30. 

 The ‘Votes for Women’ slogan selected green, white 

and purple as their official colours symbolizing respectively 

hope, purity and dignity. 
 

Reminder: April 26th 2014 is the annual Stockbury Pie 

Lunch (see the poster on page 4 for further details) 

Tickets are priced at £7 for adults and £4 for under-12s. 

Please contact Brenda Mace on 01622 884746  

 

Maureen Mannering 

SOUTH GREEN CHURCH 
 

On Sunday 2nd March we return to South Green for our 

service at the usual time of 10.00 am.  
 

The service on 23rd March will include Holy 

Communion. 
 

We are always pleased to welcome visitors to our 

services. 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
  

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

National Lottery now available 

Find us now on Facebook! 

Post Office hours  
 

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wednesday 9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Saturday 9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out the front of Stockbury Village 

Hall every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.20 am. 

Not So Young Club 
 

Our first meeting back in February members enjoyed a bowl 

of soup and crusty bread.  The programme for 2014 was 

discussed and we are looking forward to our interesting 

year.   

 The 18th February's meeting was a Beetle Drive and 

final arrangements were made for our 49th Birthday Party 

on the 4th March.  At this meeting, we will enjoy a Fish and 

Chip Supper and we will welcome guest speaker Paul Harris 

from Radio Kent. 

Shirley Moss 
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Visit us on: 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   
 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 
 
 

Available after the 1st of each 
month 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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LENT LUNCH 
Proceeds to Christian Aid 

at 

STOCKBURY VILLAGE HALL 

WEDNESDAY 

2
nd

 APRIL 
 

12.00 - 2.00 pm 

 

£3.50 

Ploughman’s, Soup, Jacket potatoes  

 

Bring and Buy stall 

Come along and enjoy the lunch 

with friends 

 PIE LUNCH  

26th APRIL 2014 
at STOCKBURY VILLAGE HALL 

11.45am to 1.15pm  
or 1.30pm to 3.30pm 

ADULTS £7.00 
CHILDREN UNDER 12yrs £4.00 
INCLUDES A DESSERT & TEA or COFFEE 
 

For tickets please telephone 
Brenda Mace  01622 884746 

 EVERYONE  

WELCOME TO JOIN US 

Commemoration Dinner 
 

We are planning to hold a dinner in commemoration of 

the start of the First World War on Saturday 8th 

November in the village hall, so please put this date in 

you diary if you would like to attend. There will also be 

a church service on Sunday 9th November at Stockbury 

Church, where we would hope to encourage a good 

turnout of local people. As part of the events for the 

weekend, we are interested to find out any history 

anyone might have on any name on the war memorial. 
 

Please contact: 

Mo Morris - 07971 536327 

Gary Masters - 07973 363427 

Chris Porter - 07799 001297 

Parish Plan 
 

Following the publication of the last Parish Plan in 
2006, the Parish Council believes that we should seek 
views from all parishioners to update the plan. The 
consultation process will start during Quarter 2 this 
year with the aim of completing the plan by the end 
of the year. 
 
Objective 
To provide a vision of what the community wants to 
achieve with clearly defined activity plans for the next 
5-10 years.  The plan should be based on 
comprehensive consultation with the whole 
community and the plans should be realistic and 
achievable. 
 
Proposed areas to be covered 
Transport 
Infrastructure and other developments 
Playing Fields 
Church 
Housing 
Village Hall 
Required amenities 
Footpaths 
Communications 
 
If there are any other areas you feel should be 
covered, please contact: 
 
Chris Porter: 01795 843715 
Chris Adams 01622 884276 

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 

  

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 
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The Harrow Public House STOCKBURY  

Telephone: 01795 842546  or 07973 282818 

Email: theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Roy and Di wish you a warm and hearty welcome to The Harrow, a 200 year old public house. 
We hope you enjoy your meal: if you do then please tell others, if you don’t then please tell us!  

 

We pride ourselves on 
providing quality food not 
fast food using local 
producers whenever possible. 
 

Please check out our 
Facebook page for updates 
and information. 

 
Food is served every day  
from 12.00 pm – 8.00 pm  

 

The Stockbury Observer is changing! 
 

Googlemail is changing, so we’re changing! 
 

To contact the editor from now on  
please now Email us at: 

 
stockburyobserver@gmail.com  

 

During the changeover, Google assures that all 

emails using the old address will still be delivered 

so the whole process should be seamless and 

painless!  However, if you do not receive an 

acknowledgement from me within 48 hours please 

re-send ensuring you use the new address. 
 

stockburyobserver@gmail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and 

pictures welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and 

contact details otherwise the article will not be 

considered for publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as 

possible.   

 The Editor may have to change your layout etc. 

in order to fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, see page 10 

for details.  Please provide your articles sooner if 

possible.   
(Continued on page 9) 

We carry a wide range 
of Beers, Wines and 
Spirits many of which 
are not on show so 
please ask if you cannot 
see your favourite. 

Our Opening Times are: 
 

Mon 11.00 am – 9.00 pm 
Tues & Wed 11.00 am – 11.00 pm 
Fri & Sat 11.00 am – 11.00ish 
Sun 12.00 pm – 9.00 pm 

Kip Thai Kitchen Authentic Thai Food at its best 
 

here fortnightly on 12th & 26th March from 6.30 pm  
 

Book your table now at the Bar or contact us details above 

Please look out for our 
specials board 

and  other theme Nights 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 

 
The next collection date will not be before 26th April but the 

actual day is not available at the time of writing 
  

For more information : http://www.maidstone.gov.uk 

and search for Saturday Freighter Service Dates 

FISH & CHIPS NIGHT is back! 
Every 3rd Friday of the month 

Please book now for the 21st March 

to avoid disappointment 

Vfast  Broadband 
  

The service from Vfast has now been available in the 

parish since 2010 and it seems  like a good idea to 

review customers' experiences to date. If you are a 

current customer, and feel that you have comments to 

make, please provide your views on the following: 
  

Reliability 

Customer service 

Speeds 

Value for money 

Other 
  

If there are enough issues that people feel need to de 

resolved, we could invite Vfast to the village to meet 

their users. 
  

Chris Porter 

chrisp7465@btinternet.com 

01795 843715 

mailto:theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:stockburyobserver@gmail.com
mailto:stockburyobserver@gmail.com
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STOCKBURY CRAFT  

AND CHATTER GROUP 
 

Do you like crafts and would like to learn or improve 

your skills in knitting, crochet, sewing, basic patchwork 

and quilting, lacemaking, or doing minor alterations?  

Also occasional flower arranging and sketching. 
 

If you do, and would like to spend a couple of hours 

with like-minded people, why not come along to our 

new group in Stockbury Village Hall on 3rd Wednesday 

of the month, beginning 19th March, 1 - 3pm.  We can 

talk through a few ideas over tea and biscuits, and take it 

from there.  
 

Also, do you have any crafting skills you would like to 

share?  Please bring your ideas with you! 
 

Just £1 per session.  For any further details, please ring 

Julia on 01634 373723 

VILLAGE CLEAR UP 
  

There will be a litter clear up around the 

village and this will be held on: 
Sunday 30th March 

10.30 am-midday 
  

Meet outside  

the Village Hall 
You will be provided with  

gloves, bags and pickers 

  

The more there are 

the more we can clean up, so 

PLEASE COME ALONG AND HELP 
For more details please contact  

Chris Porter 

on 07799 001297 

FUN QUIZ 
In aid of Stockbury Church 

SATURDAY 

1st March 2014 
at 

Stockbury Village Hall 

7.30pm start 
  

£5.50 per person 
includes soft drinks and nibbles 

(Bring own glasses) 

Team of 6-8 per table 
  

Contact Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

3-Bedroom House For Sale 

Northdown, Stockbury. 
 

Not to be missed, a rare opportunity to purchase a 

much sought-after property in the beautiful village 

of Stockbury! Set on a large corner plot with 

extensive mature gardens this well-proportioned 

family home has uninterrupted views of the village 

playing field whilst offering huge potential for 

further development! 
 

The property comprises: 3 bedrooms (2 double, 1 

single), family bathroom, lounge/dining room, 

kitchen (with garden views) utility room, downstairs 

WC. 

 

For further information or to arrange a viewing 

please call Gary: 07973363427 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

On behalf of the Stockbury Observer, I would 
like to announce the safe arrival of a son to 

Mandy Brown-Findlay and Bruce Findlay.  Spencer was 
born at 2:45am on Monday 20th January weighing  
6lb 13oz and Mandy tells me that even though he was 
born over a month ago, it only seems like yesterday! 
 

Mandy somehow manages to juggle coping with a new
-born baby and publishing the Stockbury Observer on-
line for us as well as creating her Pet Portraits. 
 

Congratulations to both Mandy and Bruce and a warm 
but rainy Stockbury welcome to baby Spencer!  

Sue Gardner 

Dear Editor, 
 

My family and I would like to say thank you via the 

Stockbury Observer for all the kind words and cards that we 

received following the death of Roy.  It has been a great help 

and support to know how well thought of he was in the 

village.  

Betty, Angela, Julie and family 

POLICE CONTACT POINT DATES 

 

A Police Contact Point will be available outside the 

Stockbury Village Hall every fortnight.  This is a 

chance to discuss local concerns with your PCSO 
 

You can also check meetings for your ward (and to ensure the 

meeting is still taking place) by entering your postcode into the 

Neighbourhood Search  

 

Note: meetings may be cancelled at short notice if officers have to 

deal with a serious incident 
 

Sunday 9 March 2014 12.00 pm - 1.00 pm 

Sunday 23 March 2014 12.00 pm - 1.00 pm 
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S T O C K B U R Y  C O T T A G E  
G A R D E N E R S  

March 2014 
Now that it’s March, I will not even 

mention the weather.  Instead, I will tell you the story of the 

Green Zebra Tomato in Stockbury.  

 One evening in 2011, my wife Diana and I visited a 

swish restaurant in West Malling, the Swan.  We had a very 

memorable evening as it was our wedding anniversary. 

 I chose the “heritage tomato salad” as a starter, but 

before ordering I thought that as I knew about heritage 

vegetables I would ask the waiter what varieties were used 

in the salad. 

 To my surprise the chef came out to our table and 

explained that there were four varieties included in the dish.  

One of these was a really impressive green and yellow 

striped medium sized fruit, a tomato called Green Zebra. 

 During the meal, I took some seeds from this unusual 

looking fruit and saved them in a paper napkin.  I planted 

these seeds in 2012 around about this time of year.   

 I seem to have excellent results germinating tomatoes 

and with a 100% success rate I had too many to use myself.  

As a good gardener I gave away some plants to people in 

the village. In turn, they carried out exactly the same 

exercise as I had done, in the following year, 2013. 

 2013 was a good year for Green Zebra cropping, and 

after giving away more plants to other keen gardeners and 

after the May plant sale the village was awash with large 

green and yellow fruits.  

 And that, fellow gardeners, is how the Green Zebra 

became so prolific in Stockbury!  (Ed: you hadn’t noticed?  

If you’re interested in growing these unusual looking but 

very tasty fruits they may well be available at the 

Gardeners’ Plant Sale in May.)  

 For those of you who wish to find out how they taste try 

growing some.  You will be impressed how flavoursome 

they are. Whilst on the subject HAS ANYONE ANY 

SPARE SEEDS?  I forgot to save any from last year!!  (Ed: 

okay, maybe they won’t be so available at this year’s plant 

sale!) 

Gardening tasks to be doing now: 

 Parsnips! As soon as the soil is dried out enough to plant 

parsnip seeds.  This is contrary to what the seed 

manufacturers say which is to plant in February.  I 

recommend waiting as I have been caught out previously 

by not letting the soil warm up. I am sure that they say 

that just to sell more seeds! 

 Later in March plant F1 cucumber seeds, but they will 

require a little warmth.  

 Chillies, sweet peppers, lettuce, aubergines can all be 

sown.  

 Potatoes.  Again if the soil is warm enough plant your 

potatoes.  

 Peaches need fleece placed over the blossom if we have 

late frosts. They will also require assistance with 

pollination.  Try rabbits tails; there are NO shortages of 

rabbits in Stockbury! 

 We have just started tying in summer-fruiting raspberry 

canes and cutting down the autumn varieties to ground 

level. 

 Gooseberries have also been pruned.  Whilst loosening 

up the soil underneath the bushes rake in some 

compound fertiliser to give the crop a good boost.  

 

Talking about collecting tomato seeds from the current 

year’s crop ready to save for the next year, remember that 

you can save all types of seeds from your garden. I have 

had success with lemons (!!), runner beans, broad beans, 

onions, parsley.  Small potatoes can be saved (not dried) but 

it is not a good idea if you have had blight on them as you 

may introduce it to the garden via the follow-on crop.   

 Don’t forget if you want to meet us at our March 

meeting at the village hall, at 8 pm on Thursday 6th March 

you will be most welcome. 

 For those gardeners who pre-ordered compost at our last 

meeting, M B Farms have now had delivery of the general 

purpose compost.  Please collect it from our own “pallet” 

which is saved specifically for us.  

 By bulk purchasing we have managed to get a really 

good rate per bag.  Keep an eye on produce from the shop; 

Terry has some really good samples of vegetable on 

display, so if you miss planting anything in your plot 

support the shop. 

 I have just realised that I have not mentioned any flowers 

so I promise next month to make up for it with some tips on 

roses and hanging baskets. 
 

Keeeep gardening! 

Chris Spree—Chairman 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 
 

It’s never too late...to advertise in the Stockbury Observer 

 Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and have remained unchanged for the third, consecutive year: 
 

 £85 for a half page  £55 for a quarter page 
 

 Our advertising year started in June but if you would like to take out an ad for the remaining months you still can. 

 Adverts for less than 12 months duration and smaller sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis on application.  Please 

email: stockburyobserver@gmail.com to express your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent 

along with details of how to pay. 

 If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, preferably in MS Word or Publisher.  Please bear in mind when 

designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may not look so good in black and white on the paper version, despite 

looking great on our website. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this parish plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great 

opportunity to promote your business:   The Editor  

mailto:stockburyobserver@gmail.com
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Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 
 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m.  

close to where you live 
 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

Sponsored by 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 
We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 
info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  
Chartered Physiotherapists 
( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a  

‘day against’ pain... Stockbury Book Club 
February Meeting 

This month, at our book club 

meeting, we discussed 'The 

Casual Vacancy' by J.K. 

Rowling.  A far cry from her 

'Harry Potter' books, 

Rowling made this her own.  

A fabulous story-teller, 

Rowling depicts life in 

Pagford where people are not 

always what they seem and 

the rich are at war with the 

poor, teenagers at war with 

their parents, wives at war 

with their husbands and 

teachers at war with their 

pupils. The book is a 

comment on society and it 

certainly portrays people in 

all their guises, making it 

both realistic and gritty. 

 This book was very 

popular with our book club 

members.  Six members gave 

it 9 or 9.5 out of 10! Three of 

us however, didn't enjoy it as 

much and only gave it 5 or 6 

out of 10.  The main reasons 

stated for not 

enjoying the book 

were that it was 

too depressing 

and made us feel a little 

'dragged down' by its 

depiction of social conflict 

and the characters taking part 

in that.  We all thought it was 

extremely well written and 

that Rowling is a very good 

writer with vast knowledge 

of her subject!  

 Rowling has written two 

other books under the 

pseudonym Robert Galbraith.  

Both are thrillers.  I, for one, 

would be interested to read 

them and compare with 'The 

Casual Vacancy'. 

 Next month we are 

reading 'The Fever Tree' by 

Jennifer McVeigh.  For those 

of you who 'read along' with 

us, try this one and see how it 

compares with our comments 

in next month's Observer. 
 

Denise Summer 

CONCERT 

Maidstone Symphony Orchestra 

Conductor Brian Wright  

will perform on Saturday 22nd March 2014  

commencing at 7.30pm  

Mote Hall, Maidstone Leisure Centre, Mote Park, 

Maidstone, ME15 7RN 
 

The programme consists of three works:  

Schumann - Overture, Manfred 

Beethoven - Violin Concerto 

Sibelius - Symphony No.5 
 

Tickets £10, £20 and £25, full time students with a student card £5 

available from Membership Secretary Alan Veal on 01622 735830 

Cash or Cheque payment only.  

Tickets can be collected on the concert evening at Mote Hall. 

Bookings can also be taken on www.mso.org.uk using the booking 

form. 

Tickets for all Children up to and including 18 years of age are 

FREE. 
MSO Registered Charity NO. 287986 

Rural Ramblings—Every Little Helps! 
by Sue Gardner 

Was I the only one watching the Winter Olympics?  Everybody I 

spoke to wasn’t “bothered” despite Team GB winning 4 medals, 

one more than hoped for.  Lucky to win 4 considering our distinct 

lack of snow and ice…do you think you know where I’m going 

with this?  I was tempted to talk about all the rain we’ve had and 

our soggy fields comparing our situation with all the slushy snow 

in the Sochi mountains.  However, it was their Olympic volunteers 

who caught my attention with their brightly coloured jackets and 

snow hats and I couldn’t resist rambling on about a subject I 

promised to leave behind in 2012!  I thought the Russian 

Gamesmakers looked a tad unhappy and briefly wondered why they 

couldn’t possibly be compared with our cheery folk giving their 

extrovert “all” during London 2012 (not me; I was a driver!) 

 But the reason why I’m talking about volunteers…again (dear 

reader, please feel free to turn the page if volunteering doesn’t float 

your boat) our beautiful lanes are choking once again under an ever-

growing pile of litter.  This is all the more evident because our 

resident street cleaner has been absent for a few months due to ill-

health (Martin, we wish you well) and it’s quite apparent what a 

good job he does.  Since Martin’s illness, I have seen many a pizza 

and burger box, and bottles, cans and cups decorating the roadside.  

It seems our area is a magnet for litter. 

 I admit my attitude was “why should I pick up litter that others 

drop.  It’s not down to me.”  Surely by clearing the lanes it’s just 

creating a “blank canvas” for more litter…isn’t it?  But I now realise 

it is down to me, down to all or even just a handful of us to jump 

into action, for if we want to live in an area of outstanding natural 

beauty, if not me, or us, or you, then who?  

 Last year, the village held a very successful litter pick after an 

absence of several years and the number of bulging black sacks we 

collected was staggering.  If you didn’t get the chance to join in last 

year, I can tell you that being my first litter-pick, I was quite 

surprised what fun I had (yes, really) and I came away after a couple 

of hours with a great sense of achievement. Plus, it was time well-

spent with friends and neighbours and a chance to chat and be out 

and about doing something useful in our beautiful countryside. 

 So, if you fancy donating a couple of hours of your time on 

Sunday 30th March from around 10.30 am, to help restore our lanes 

to their original glory, then please come along.  The more the 

merrier.  Just bring yourselves.  Gloves, pick-up sticks and black 

sacks will be provided.  But, please no pressure; if litter-picking is 

not for you, then hopefully, depending on numbers, you will be able 

to enjoy our efforts, at least for a day or two!  
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STOCKBURY CHURCH  

MONTHLY DRAW 
 

You may have heard of the sad death of David 

Williams, who put a huge amount of work into setting 

up this monthly draw.  We are very grateful for all he 

did and hope to continue his good work. 
 

If you took part in this draw in 2013 we hope that you 

will wish to do so again this year.  Proceeds from 

previous years have helped to pay for major urgent 

repairs to be carried out on the church and continuous 

future renovation must always be done to such an 

ancient building. 
 

The first draw for 2014 will take place on Saturday 

8th March and will then be on the second Saturday of 

every month until December. 
 

The first prize each month is£50.  One ticket payment 

of £10 enters you for all 10 draws this year. 
 

If you wish to take part again this year you won’t have 

to fill in any application forms.  You will be allocated 

the same number(s) that you previously had. 
 

All you need do before Friday 7th March is pay the 

£10 fee per ticket for the next year by either: 
 

 paying Angela Brown £10 per ticket in cash at  

MB Farms Post Office 

 sending a cheque to Angela Brown  

c/o MB Farms Post Office, Parsonage Farm, 

Stockbury, Sittingbourne ME9 7UJ  

(tel: 01795 842401) 

sending a cheque to Emma Charlesworth  

23 Manor Grove, Sittingbourne ME10 1LT 
 

Cheques should be made payable to Stockbury Church 

PCC 
 

We would also like to ask for your email address if 

you have one.  This will only be used for notifying 

you of any wins and for renewals. 
 

Please notify us at: 
 

cookie3003@hotmail.com 
 

We do hope you will support this draw again in 2014 

Stockbury Church PCC 

BWAG - News 
 

If you are interested in the local environment and have a 
passion for wildlife please consider helping BWAG.  We are 
looking for two new Trustees, ideally with computer skills, who 
can help organise events and decide how best to manage 
Bredhurst Woods for the benefit of people, wildlife and trees. 
If you are interested and would like further information please 
contact Vanessa Jones  (details below)  
 

BWAG and National Grid 
Last year National Grid contractors destroyed a valuable 
species-rich habitat at Day Valley and Police have spent 
many months conducting an investigation. However, they 
have recently informed BWAG that a prosecution is not 
possible.  It appears that although the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act is there to protect our countryside; it is 
extremely difficult to obtain a successful prosecution under 
the Act.   
 

At the invitation of National Grid, BWAG is now negotiating 
with them to ensure they change their working practices and 
want assurances that such destructive actions are not 
repeated.  BWAG has been provided with a 20 page report by 
Natural England which details the full extent of the damage 
caused.  Once negotiations are complete the document will 
be available to the public. 
 

In the meantime, hundreds of BWAG volunteer hours have 
been spent clearing the debris left at the area and new 
hedging has been planted which will benefit the wildlife. 
 

Increased Vandalism in Bredhurst Woods 
Over the last few weeks, vandalism within the woods has 
increased.  Gates have been damaged, locks smashed and 
fencing demolished.  Some repairs can be carried out by 
volunteers, however, materials and fees for specialist 
contractors are becoming a huge burden on BWAG’s limited 
resources.  If users of the woods notice damage being 
caused or any suspicious activity please report incidents to 
the Police by calling 101 and to BWAG on 07813 785940.   
 

BWAG - Forthcoming Events 
 

Robert Canis, ‘A Nature Photographer’s Year’ 
Tuesday 25

th
 March, 7.30 pm at Bredhurst Village Hall 

Multi award-winning professional photographer, Robert Canis, 
leads us through a typical year in the life of a nature 
photographer. 

Robert has photographed owls, badgers, bison and the 
Northern Lights and appeared on several BBC TV shows. 
Come along and meet him in person and hear about the 
extraordinary stories behind the photographs. 

Tickets, £5.00 (includes refreshments) - Must be purchased in 
advance (not available on the door) from Vanessa Jones,  
 

BWAG & HRGS Presents ‘Bredhurst’s Ancestors - 
Mesolithic to Medieval’ 

Wednesday 2
nd

 April, 7.00 pm at Bredhurst Village Hall 

Join Richard Emmett, Historical Research Group of 
Sittingbourne (HRGS), for a presentation about the ongoing 
Bredhurst Archaeological Dig - Richard will talk about the 
many artefacts found and the group’s ongoing work.  

Tickets £3.00 (includes Refreshments) or Free to BWAG & 
HRGS Members.   

 
For information and ticket purchase call Vanessa Jones on 
07813 785940 or email  bwag@vanessajones.plus.com 

 

Submitting to the Stockbury Observer (cont.) 

 

All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the 

author and not necessarily those of the Editor or 

Parish Council.  However, the Editor reserves the 

right to publish, shorten articles/letters or reduce the 

size of notices 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

mailto:bwag@vanessajones.plus.com
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  

Revd Liz Cox 01795 435184 

elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 

South Green Methodist 

Church Steward—Freddie Davey 01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

 07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch— 

Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

 timharnold@btinternet.com 

Stockbury Observer Editor 

Sue Gardner—Stockburyobserver@gmail.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency

 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 
 

Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Siobhan De Búrca 07772 226099 

 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 

 

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  0845 3450210 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  

or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency 0845 6032603 

W.I.- Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

At Chestnut Plumbing we are always looking out for ways 

that we can help our customers, and make their heating 

systems better and more efficient 

but unfortunately we have to bring it to your attention that oil 

is being stolen from around the village at an alarming rate. 

The thieves are rather clever though  

as they are only stealing some oil out of the tanks  

and not all of it.  This makes you think that you are just using 

more oil than usual  

as the weather hasn’t been good. 

We can fit an alarm to any tank but it does have limitations 

Please keep an eye on the oil level of your tank and also look 

out for fuel caps or pipe work that has been tampered with. 

Please feel free to call us and we will be happy to talk to you 

about our service and any issues you might have with only 

friendly advice and no selling. 

Mark 07894067151 or Answer phone 01795 842291  

OFTEC registered and certified 
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STOCKBURY OBSERVER 

DEADLINES 
 

The following 2014 deadlines are generally the 3rd Friday of 

the month with the exception of May, August and October, 

when it will be the 4th Friday. 

 Please send your submission as soon as you can—no need 

to leave it to the last minute.  Many thanks for your 

consideration:   
 

March 21st August 22nd 

April 18th September 19th 

May 23rd October 24th 

June 20th November 21st 

July 18th December 19th 
 

The Editor 
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