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March 2012 

Editor’s notes 

Welcome to the web version of this publication.  A 

chance for editorial errors to be fixed and articles that 

missed deadlines to be included!  Good news on sales of 

the Church Lottery fund raising tickets.  As I write, 2nd 

March, 200 tickets have been sold  Of course, this is bad 

news for me as the odds have increased as to whether I, 

personally will now win a monthly jackpot prizes.  Yes, 

I know that’s not the right attitude!  So, through gritted 

teeth, you only have a few more days to buy your tickets 

before the first draw on 10th March at 12 noon sharp! 

 After mentioning our mild winter last month, of 

course it snowed a few days after!  I promise I won’t do 

that again.  Thanks to prompt snow-clearing from local 

farmers, many of us, though not all were, for once, able 

to drive out of Stockbury to go about our daily business.  

A big thanks to them for their efforts.  It was also nice to 

see a few locals shovelling snow and gritting the road 

outside their houses. 

 This month also brings: 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green Service 

dates; Gardeners; South Green Rendezvous; 

Reports from:  Community Bus; Book Club; Parish 

Council Minutes (January); St Trinians Valentine party; 

Features: Puzzle Corner; SS Richard Montgomery; 

Cultural Fund; Camera Traps; A month in the life of ? 

Letters page & Notices: Mobile Library dates, Lent 

Lunch; Summer Ball (June); WI Pie Lunch (April); 

Sponsored run; Tug o’ War 

Sue Gardner 

Stockbury Village 

Green 
Sponsored by:- 

Tomsett Kent 

John Goldfinch 

Keith and Ann Rich 

Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 

Diary for March 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Thu 1st Gardeners 8 pm 

Fri 2nd Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 4th Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 6th Bowls 1-3 pm 

  NSYC 6.45 for 7pm 

Wed 7th  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 8th Bowls Match 7 pm 

Fri 9th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 11th Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 13th Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 14th WI 7.30 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 15th Bowls Match 7.30 pm 

Fri 16th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 18th Bowls  3-5 pm 

Tue 20th Bowls 2-4 pm 

  NSYC 7.30 pm 

Wed 21st Lent Lunch 12.30-2 pm 

  Parish Council 7.30 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 22nd Bowls 7.30 pm 

Fri 23rd Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 25th Bowls  2-5 pm 

Tue 27th Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 28th Lent Lunch 12.30-2 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 29th Bowls Match 7 pm 

  South Green Rendezvous 

  in South Green Hall  7.45 pm 

Fri 30th Dancing Club 8 pm 

A Cheerful Outlook 
By John Cockett 

 
March winds and April showers 
Will play havoc with our flowers 
Will this be a timely warming 
Of impending global warming? 
Or perhaps it is a presage 
Of another coming ice age? 
You pays your money for a choice 
It’s not only ‘experts’ have a voice! 
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The scaffolding is still up in the 
church, but it is safe to hold services. 
 
The services at Stockbury for March are as follows:- 
  
4 March -  3.00pm Sung Communion  
11 March – 3.00pm Evensong 
18 March - 3.00pm Sung Communion 
25 March – 3.00pm Evensong 
 
STOP NEWS!! 
The first draw for the lottery to raise funds for the church will 
be held on Saturday 10 March @ 12 noon in the village 
shop.  Don't miss this exciting event.  There is still time to 
buy tickets. 
 
Lent lunches will be held in the village hall 12.30pm – 
2.00pm on 21 March, 28 March & 4 April. Cost is 3.50.  Do 
come along and bring your friends for a simple meal and a 
chat in aid of Christian Aid and Stockbury church. 
 
There are a range of services held within the six parish 
cluster to which Stockbury belongs. Details can be found on 
the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The 
Revd Liz Cox .   
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 
 

Penny Stevens 
PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Services at South Green Church 
Services will return to the Church and begin at the usual 

time of 10 am each Sunday.  

The service on 11th March will include Holy Communion. 

 

March Sudoku (moderate) 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

 

Post Office hours     
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 

We are looking forward to our meeting on 29th March when 

Bill Croydon will tell us about the early history of aviation 

at Eastchurch.   

South Green Rendezvous  

Solution on page 12 

March Crossword 
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STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
Have you noticed anything different about our Community Bus of late?  No?  Look closely next time you see it, you may 

spot a difference or two!  We were so chuffed at winning our Transport Award at the tail end of last year, it was decided that 

we would emblazon the bus with our achievement by adding a ‘rosette’ so we could brag!  We’ve had the names of our four 

villages added to the sign writing too. 

 A fond farewell was said to our much valued driver Joyce Trice last month.  Joyce celebrated a landmark birthday 

during February which means that sadly she is unable to continue driving for us.  She has been a part of our team from the 

outset and will be greatly missed by us all and we thank her for all the hard work, time and dedication she has shown our 

Community Bus project. 

 If you would like to join the Community Bus team as a driver and have a few hours to spare a week, hold a full 

driving license and are between the ages of 25 and 69, please contact me on 07551-454702 for further details.  We need you! 

 On a final note, I’m going to brag again!  Thanks to the valiant efforts of our driving team during the snowy weather 

last month, the bus went out on all of its scheduled routes and made it back in one piece with some very happy passengers 

on all three days.  On a personnel note, I would like to thank the two gentlemen in Stockbury who came to this distressed 

damsels rescue when she was driving the bus nowhere, stranded on ice in Cedar Gardens. 

Sponsored by 

Community Bus Weekly Schedule 

  
  

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 
  

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m. close to where you live 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat and for all enquires. 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/default.aspx
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Corporate and  individual

Private Health Insurance
Discounted for the self-

employed and professionals

WPA are authorised and regulated by the Financial

Services Authority, registration number 202608

Call your local account manager

Jon Collins

01795 842 702

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order 

to fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, sooner if 

possible please. 

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB: STOP PRESS...Members of the Stockbury Book Club met again this month to discuss having read our 

assigned book The Sisters Brothers by Patrick De Witt. As expected, this novel met with mixed reactions, with the majority not enjoying it 

at all and giving up before completion. One or two of us loved it though and it was rated out of 10 by some as low as 2 or 3, others gave it 

an 8. So, when they say 'variety is the spice of life', it is certainly true at our book club. I personally would not have picked this one off the 

shelf in the mobile library van, and began reading it with a 'oh well, better get on with it' attitude! However, despite all the blood and 

violence (or because of it?!) I did enjoy this wild west book and lost myself in a world of assassination and cowboys and indians. It just 

goes to show that you definitely cannot judge a book by its cover.   

 This month's reading is When God Was A Rabbit by Sarah Winman. If this title is anything to go by, next month's meeting will be 

very lively indeed!         Denise Summer   

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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You get more  
with the Stockbury Observer on-line!   

See us in colour ! 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

LENT LUNCH 
(Soup, Jacket Potatoes etc.) 

at 

STOCKBURY VILLAGE HALL 

12.30 - 2.00pm 

 

£3.50 

 

WEDNESDAY 

21st MARCH 

28th MARCH  

4th APRIL 
 

There will be a Bring and Buy stall 

Everyone welcome 

(Proceeds to Christian Aid and Stockbury 

Church) 

Dear Editor, 

This is our dog from Seaview 

Farm. Her name is Rosie and she 

is 3 years old. She went missing on 

the 13th of Feb. We miss her so 

much and want her to come home 

safe. She is very friendly so 

someone could have easily picked 

her up. She is a small dog and is 

known to go into the fields. If 

people could look in their sheds 

and outer buildings, a reward will 

be given for the safe return of our 

very missed family member, Rosie 

with no questions asked. Many thanks. 

 

Odette—contact number 07557284719 

LETTERS PAGE 

ST TRINIAN’S VALENTINE’S PARTY 
 

If talk in the Harrow had been anything to go by, this event 

was being much looked-forward to since it became known 

it was happening.  After the last “Back to School” party in 

2007, male party-goers were hoping /expecting scantily 

clad female party-goers to be dressed in every man’s 

fantasy (apparently) of suspenders and black stockings.  If 

they were also wearing a white school blouse with loosely 

tied tie, pig-tails and short skirt or gymslip with stiletto 

heels, then this would surely be the icing on the cake!?  

 From a female perspective, I was unable to conjure up an 

equivalent fantasy.  Grown men in shorts and hairy legs 

and socks didn’t work for me in the same way.  Of course, 

not all male participants came attired as schoolboys – there 

were several be-gowned “teachers” wielding the inevitable 

bamboo cane, tweed jackets with leather-patched elbows 

and mortar-boards.  And a few “boys” surprisingly showed 

their “feminine” side and joined their “sisters” dressed 

more like the above male fantasy than the girls did.  A 

shame one particular “female” forgot to check the 

transparency of his knickers before bending over! That 

particular photo will NOT be printed here!  Sorry, dear 

readers, but this is a family publication.  Moving swiftly 

on… 

 The village hall was decorated as a school canteen, with 

three rows of tables and we sat with our friends in our 

Houses: Bimbury, Yelsed and Cowstead.  We were provided 

with crayons and pencils with which to draw a cartoon on the 

paper tablecloth – house-points for the best/wittiest and the 

winner was...BIMBURY! 

 Our headmistress, Camilla Dagey Fritton, played by Ann 

Rich was accompanied by Flash Harry, played by Keith 

Rich.  Our Headmistress immediately took charge, banning 

all pea-shooters and bad behaviour, with the promise of lost 

house-points.  We were given tests on subjects such as 

English, Science and Geography and I am sure there was 

absolutely no cheating going on; after all, we all know that 

most mobile phone signals are rubbish in Stockbury!  And 

the winner was…BIMBURY! 

 We had to build the tallest skyscraper out of empty 

household containers…and the winners were...BIMBURY! 

 The DJ Dave Bowles judged the winners for the best boy 

(although he was probably the naughtiest in the vein of St 

Trinians) as Chris Plant and the best girl (although she was 

judged to be the best-dressed in the vein of St Trinians) as 

Treena Field!  Well deserved on both counts! 

 The food was based on a school dinner menu, although if I 

had been given such delicious food when I was at school I 

wouldn’t have ever taken sandwiches!  My personal 

highlight was the exceptionally tasty rare breed sausages 

generously donated by Liz and Brian from Long View 

Farm, though the steak and kidney pie and cottage pie also 

proved popular.  Pudding was a choice of every school-kid’s 

favourites: bread and butter pudding, chocolate sponge, 

treacle tart and gypsy tart, followed by cheese and biscuits. 

 A disco finished off the evening although I suspect some 

“kids” had probably over-indulged to be able to boogey the 

night away on the dance floor. 

 A great night was had by all and many thanks to Sue 

Porter, Jacqui Harman and Lex Levermore for organising the 

event, the girls who helped with the food and to all those 

others who helped make this evening so successful. (photos 

on page 8 and on-line: www.stockbury.org.uk) 

 

Sue Gardner 
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STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting held on 18 January 2012 in the 
Memorial Hall, Stockbury at 7.30 pm. 
1.  Present 
Cllrs. L. Cathcart (chairman), J. Cockett, F. Mace, C. Porter, 
D. Tomsett.  In attendance: 
Cllr. D. Parvin (MBC), D.S. Williams, treasurer, E.M. Buxton, 
clerk. 
2.  Apologies 
Cllrs. J. Collins, P. Woods. PCSO de Burca. 
3.  Minutes 
Copies  of minutes of a meeting held on 21 December 2011 
had been issued to councillors and, with the following 
amendments, were approved and signed (proposed   D. 
Tomsett, seconded J. Cockett). 
Item 7  Delete "Deeres", replace "telecom mast" 
Item 11  2nd part to read as follows :- 
 Stockbury Community Bus.  After less than two years' 
trading, there was a balance in excess of £3000 in this 
account.  Reimbursement on a limited basis by KCC.  Fares 
were not being increased for the coming year. 
 Orchard Account.  A new Orchard Account has been 
opened; three signatories are required and these will be 
Cllrs. Cathcart, Tomsett and Woods. 
Item 12 After "written report" add "(filed with these minutes)". 
Matters arising 
First Aid emergency equipment: KCC to be contacted again. 
4.  Notice of reports from external meetings 
None. 
5.  Declaration of interests 
None. 
6.  Consultation on this meeting agenda 
None. 
7.  Police report and matters 
No report had been received from the police although PCSO 
de Burca had promised this. 
Possible digital surveillance for use when carriageways are 
closed by accidents would be looked into by the chairman. 
8.  Highway matters 
The current Jacobs report on speed limits on the A249 does 
not recommend changes.  It was noted that if changes were 
made, the police would object.  Further discussion was 
taking place with Cllr. Whittle. 
Road verges previously adopted by KCC: trees were dying 
and householders being asked to pay for removal.   
9.  Planning 
Appeal:  Court Farm, Yelsted Road, Stockbury.  Application 
refused by MBC and the appeal going to Householder 
Appeals Service.  No representations are allowed for this 
procedure. 
Squirrel Wood, Keeper's Cottage.  Reported that large earth-
moving vehicles were working on the property.  MBC would 
be informed. 
New water mains at Detling Aerodrome Industrial Estate 
were going ahead. 
10. Finance 
Statement of Accounts  to 31 December 2011 was received 
and approved.  An invoice for hall hire for council meetings 
was requested. 
Budget:  This was fully discussed.  With reference to the 
reduction of concurrent function grant, councillors agreed 
that services to the parish would continue, with payment 
coming from either concurrent functions or precept.  
Decision still to be made regarding rebuilding the bus 
shelters.  It was unanimously agreed that a sum of £5000 
minimum should remain in the parish account at the end of 
the year. 
Precept:  It was agreed that accounts should be made 

available early for discussion of this. 
It was proposed C. Porter, seconded F. Mace that a sum of 
£11,000 be applied for precept for 2012.  Carried 
unanimously.  Cllr. Porter would prepare a summary to be 
published in the Observer. 
Finance for the years 2013 and 2014 would be discussed 
at the February meeting. 
 
Cheque numbers 001353 to 001357 were signed 
(proposed J. Cockett, seconded F. Mace). 
11. Correspondence 
Southern Water - an update on metering programme.   
12. Any other business 
Raised by parishioners  (2 present) 
Mud on Church Lane, the chairman would speak to the 
farmer concerned. 
Raised by councillors 
Request that a letter of thanks be sent to Nick Brown for 
collecting and erecting the Christmas tree.  It was 
suggested that an oak tree be planted on the village green 
in celebration  of HM the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  This 
was agreed and a gift voucher awarded at the Village of the 
Year ceremony would be used.  The £100 cheque awarded 
during the same ceremony  for the community bus would 
be used for new signwriting on the bus. 
Jubilee celebrations.  We are registered for a bonfire to be 
lit between 10 and 10.30 pm on 4 June in the cherry 
orchard.  There will be fireworks and appropriate insurance 
will be taken up. 
The Hall and Playing Field Committee will be arranging a 
party, and  it was hoped there would be a torchlight 
procession through the village to the bonfire.  It was 
suggested that a joint sub-committee with the Hall should 
be set up, to be discussed at the February meeting. 
Reported that the library van was having trouble with the 
Broadband connection at the hall. 
The verges in Church Lane would be cleared of scrub, 
payment coming from the Orchard A/c. 
13.  Closure 
There being no further business, the chairman closed the 
meeting at 9.00 pm. 

E M Buxton 

Stockbury Cricket Club 

in association with Hartlip CC 

 

 

It still feels like winter, but the cricket 

season is not far away. Now  is the time to 

start brushing up on  your batting and 

bowling skills so why not  join us for net 

practice 

Where : The Howard School 

When :  Tuesday evening 7.00-8.30pm until 

the end of March 

Everyone 14years old or over is welcome 

to come along 
Call the captain Tom Bulbrook for more 

details 07780440526 



Page 7 

 

John Cockett…A Life of a 

Rural Furniture Maker and 

Metal Worker 
Interview by Sue Gardner 

Regular readers of this column may be expecting me to ask 

the question, “you’re not from round here, are you?” but I 

already know that the third John in this series wasn’t born 

here.   

>>Where were you born? 

“It’s a secret.  I’ll tell you as long as you promise not to 

tell.”  He tells me, so I now can’t tell you!  John does reveal he 

moved to Stockbury whilst still in education and he has 

lived in the same house all that time.  His house in the 

hamlet of Beaux Aires used to be a sweet shop and café 

until 1959.  It was frequented by the RAF and latterly the 

flying and gliding clubs based at the aerodrome. 

 “My mum ran it and dad and I helped.  She also did fish 

and chips and made exceptionally good cakes.  She was a 

regular prize winner at the WI competitions.” 

He tells me he is a Man of Kent, but not because of which 

side of the river Medway he was born!  Although 

technically not a local man I think he qualifies as being more 

local than most. 

>>John, I know you as a metal worker, so how did 

you start out? 

 “Well, being a grammar school boy, I was destined to 

follow dad into the legal business.” 

>>So what happened?   

 “I decided I didn’t want to go into law but of course I 

had to work towards something where I could earn a living 

and I enjoyed art.  So, I dumped German which I really 

didn’t like and swapped it for art, which I really enjoyed!”  

He is extremely modest about his artistic talents only 

admitting when pressed that he is a “bit good” at drawing.  

But he didn’t drop out to be an art student when he 

matriculated and instead of heading to university, he 

enrolled at his local school of Art (remember, I can’t tell 

you exactly where, as that would give away his secret and I 

promised not to divulge it). 

 “I studied for the Intermediate Arts & Crafts certificate 

which consisted of 14 subjects.  When mum and dad 

moved to Stockbury to get away from urban Kent, I 

transferred to Medway College of Art in Rochester and 

studied history and design of furniture and drawing practice 

with the architects department.  The subject that had the 

greatest impact on me was wood carving and letter cutting 

and I’m quite proud that my tutor was Mr Hillary Stratton 

who was an apprentice to Eric Gill.”  Who?  “Eric Gill!  You 

must know, Gill Sans MT?  Suddenly, the penny drops.  

Having used word processors for more years than I care to 

remember, I remember the name from the list of fonts 

available.  As an homage, I have written this piece in Gill 

Sans MT. 

 “I only managed 18 months of work when I was called 

up and joined the Royal Engineers.  I was posted to Malaya 

when the “emergency” was going on.  My wood skills were 

used to build and repair structures and whatever was 

needed – civil engineering and carpentry/joinery in the 

workshop and it made us very popular with the locals.” 

>>That must have been a bit of a culture shock 

compared to sleepy Stockbury? 

 “Yes, but it was okay, 

though back then you 

didn’t get sent home on 

leave and it was a posting 

of nearly two years non-

stop.  As I hadn’t yet 

married at that stage I 

didn’t have a sweetheart to 

miss.  While I was there I 

represented the Engineers 

as a member of the Royal 

Engineers Rifle Association 

(RERA) competition team 

for the Regiment’s 303 

Rifles competing on 1000 

yard ranges etc against 

other regiments.  Turns 

out I was a bit of a crack-shot – mind you, I’d had a bit of 

practice at home with rabbits, like you did back then!” 

>>What did you do when your National Service 

ended? 

 “I became self-employed, making furniture, church 

furnishing, such as pews, choir stalls and lecterns.  I carved 

the memorial plaque in the village hall,” he says proudly.  

“There are a few other things I’ve carved dotted all over 

Kent.”  He disappears into a room and produces a couple of 

photo albums with examples of his work.  He also shows me a 

beautifully carved owl, similar to the one in the photo above. 

>>But at this stage you’re still working with wood 

and most people remember you for your iron work.  

How did you get into that? 

 “I used to design metal work and get others to create it 

but quite often it didn’t come back to suit my standards so I 

decided to learn how to do it myself.  I took a course at the 

Rural Industries Bureau for forging, gas welding and iron 

work and before I knew it I was getting more orders for my 

iron work than my wood work.  Just like with my furniture 

and wood carvings, I got orders via word of mouth for 

gates, railings, balconies…that kind of thing.”  He shows me 

more photos from another album.  “It was okay doing forge 

work in the winter but not so good in the summer.  Mind 

you, I did more welding than forge work.” 

 My time spent talking to John reveals yet another 

surprise…his name is actually Jack!  His dad’s name was also 

Jack and in the 1950s, to save confusing their German 

shepherd dog who couldn’t work out which Jack to go to, 

young Jack became known as John!   

>>You’ve retired now, haven’t you? 

 He laughs.  “Oh yes!  For quite some time now.  I was 

self-employed for most of my working life though there are 

lots of things to do around the house and garden.  I have 

also written a few short stories which maybe one day I’ll try 

and get published.”  He is also a Parish Councillor and 

readers of this publication will know him via his “scurrilous 

rhymes” as Poet’s Corner has become a regular feature.  As 

editor, I certainly look forward to seeing his monthly, 

mostly hand-written offering land on my doormat in good 

time to meet my monthly deadline.  I suspect if I had had 

more time he could tell me many more stories about his 

life, though maybe some of them might have to be kept a 

secret? 

Jack aka John Cockett at work 

http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/5200/5205/carpenter_3_lg.gif
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Stockbury Cultural Fund 
 

This fund was established from the proceeds of the 
book “Stockbury -  A Stroll Through The Past”, and is 
for the benefit and use of the parishioners of 
Stockbury who may be engaged in some form of 
cultural activity. An individual or a group of 
parishioners may apply for a grant to fully or partially 
fund a study or project which encompasses the arts in 
any of its diverse forms. The work undertaken must 
be academic, artistic or cultural and may include 
subjects such as history, archaeology, architecture, 
design, music, needlework or ceramics.  
The work should be creative and original to the 
applicant(s). 
 
Examples of projects could be  
 

 A public sculpture 

 A mural on a building 

 The creation of a public garden 

 A tapestry depicting some part of village life 

 Further work on researching and publishing the 

history of the parish 

 

Any application should be governed by the criterion 

that the project enhances Stockbury life and its 

community and that the resulting achievement 

should be on display and/or available to all 

 

The parish council is responsible for the 

administration of this fund and will review all 

applications.  Please send applications to Eileen 

Buxton, Clerk to the Parish Council 

embstockbury@btinternet.com 

 

Stockbury WI 

PIE LUNCH  

28
th

 April 2012 

STOCKBURY 

VILLAGE HALL 

11.45am to 1.15pm 

or 

1.30pm to 3.30pm 
 

 

ADULTS £6.50  

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS £4.00 
INCLUDES DESSERT AND DRINK 

 
FOR TICKETS PLEASE CALL: 

Mary Clarke: 01795 842991 

or 

Brenda Mace : 01622 884746 

 

EVERYONE 

WELCOME 

Girls of  

St 

Trinians’s 

 

Photos © 

Matthew 

Gately 

 

mailto:embstockbury@btinternet.com
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The war weary crew, on naval orders, dropped 

anchor a mile from shore and pondered the low coastline 

and in the hope of a forthcoming, brief shore leave, 

savoured the thought with some anticipation. The 

weather looked good and there was a lot of backslapping 

and loud banter as they prepared. Suddenly a squall 

caught the boat which dragged anchor in the foreign 

waters and it slid onto a sand bank…….. 

 

      Mm. . m.. m. m  yes this could be the beginning 

of an exciting war novel or just a crazy notion in my 

head as to how a very local saga began its story. You 

see the year is 1944, the shoreline is Sheerness, the 

ship is the SS Richard Montgomery, and for the last 

68 years it has been an on-going headache for a 

great number of people. The boat certainly did slide 

onto the sandbank, but……. 
  

Since Mr. Johnson of Boris Island fame re-kindled interest 

in an estuary airport I thought I would do a bit of research 

into the background of what has been called the ‘bomb 

ship’. 

Let’s start from the beginning. (Wikipedia   

information) Built in Florida and named after an American 

General killed in the American War of Independence, this 

Liberty Ship set sail in 1944 from the Delaware River to 

the Thames Estuary  laden with bombs, detonators, 

pyrotechnic signals and other ammunition bound for use 

by allies in the post D-Day forces advancement. At it’s 

helm Captain Wilkie. It would appear that instructions 

were given by the Harbourmaster at Southend pier, HMS 

Leigh, to heave to at the Great Nore, Sheerness middle 

sands and await orders before proceeding. However a 

squall arose and despite other ships in the area sounding 

warning sirens the Montgomery dragged anchor and ran 

aground onto a sandbank one and a half miles from 

Sheerness in twenty four feet of water. This happened on 

August 20th 1944. It was hoped that the ship could be   re

-floated. To this end Rochester based  stevedores arrived 

on August 23rd and began removing cargo. On August 24th 

the ship’s hull cracked open and the bow holds were 

flooded but salvage operations continued whilst, 

according to Hugh Smith in c1960, the Sheerness 

dockers, of which he was one, manned the pumps. For 

the next few weeks attempts were made to re-float her by 

emptying holds three, four and five onto barges where 

soldiers checked the bombs. The weather appeared to be 

set fair and the unloading continued until the evening of 

Saturday, September 25th  when the team left the 

tarpaulins off the holds. Needless to say once more the 

weather worsened; the holds flooded and the ship sank 

breaking its back in two. Recovering the rest of the 

explosives from holds one and two was not now an      

option. As can be imagined there was great           

consternation amongst the powers that be because there 

remained a few thousand tons of bombs on board. (It is 

said there are over 4,000 tons of bombs and 1200 tons 

of TNT ) 

From this moment on matters become     

complicated, muddied even. I have researched a number 

of reports written for local newspapers from decades ago; 

many have conflicting accounts and certainly experts over 

the years have differing opinions as to the safety / 

dangerousness of the  remaining load. 

Responsibility has been shifted from one   

department of government to another. At the end of World 

War two, America fully intended to raise the ship and 

dispose of the cargo dispatching an American salvage 

company, Phillippa’s Craft & Co, which completed a 

survey. However the British Government maintained it 

would deal with the wreck instead. At which point the     

SS Richard Montgomery was removed from all American 

lists (c1948) and became the sole responsibility of the 

British. Surveys were done and it was thought that the 

bombs would sink gradually into the sand and not be a  

             Diagram from local paper 
                                                                                 

problem. However the wreck is one mile south of the main 

Thames shipping  lane and residents ashore on both 

sides of the estuary were and still are concerned about 

the safety of the wreck and its contents.  But experts 

could not agree on the matter of dangerousness of the 

munitions on board. On the one hand it was stated that 

the heavy casing, covered in silt would corrode slowly, 

releasing the TNT into the sea gradually and safely. Then 

again others would opine that the heavy casing was 

sprayed with many thicknesses of anti-corrosion paint 

which would protect the contents, which in turn would 

become progressively volatile. Who to believe ? And there 

lay the problem.  Nothing was done. 

 Over the years various departments and  

authorities have ‘passed the buck’. At one point the Navy 

declared it was nothing to do with them and when matters 

were referred to the Home Office they apparently did not 

know who was responsible either. The finger was pointed 

at the Department of Transport and they side-stepped 

responsibility.  

 

The Liberty Ship; a mariners tale ! 
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As for the ship’s manifest, there is a bit of a fog 

there. Challenged comparatively recently (2008 and 

ongoing) by one Ron Angel under the Freedom of 

Information Act, for facts concerning the actual     

contents of the ship’s holds, the M.O.D. did not  answer a 

specific question about the possibility of there being 

chemical or biological weapons on board.  

The wreck has been surveyed many times as 

experts try to assess deterioration of the structure and I 

have gleaned various facts from The North East Kent 

Times, 1964, and May 27th 1965, the Sheerness Times 

Guardian, December 15th  1967 and other articles from 

1971, 1972, 1974 and 1980. I present  just a sprinkling 

of information gleaned from those years. 

 
            SS Richard Montgomery c 1948  

In 1964 Terry Boston MP pressed for information 

from The Secretary of Defence for the Royal Navy, Mr 

Mayhew as to the safety of the ship. Divers investigated in 

1965 as a result of consultations by  a working party 

consisting of the M.O.D., the Home Office, the Port of 

London Authority and the Medway Conservancy Board. 

The conclusion made by the  government was that the 

ship would be safer exactly where it was and that the risk 

of explosion was ‘slowly getting less’. In 1971 Major Bill 

Hartley GM, a bomb disposal expert of 19 years, (in a 

report by Brian Moynahan and Bruce Bodford) was quoted as 

saying, among other things, that the adulterated TNT 

(manufactured towards the end of the war) would lend 

itself to producing a larger explosion than pure TNT. 

Essentially nothing changed, not even when a 

Mr.Cotgrove, a former government explosives trials 

officer, published an exhaustive report in 1972,   

condemning the government view and declaring it a 

‘whitewash job’, giving his reasons.  In the 1970s 

Southend Chamber of Trade was concerned enough to 

challenge the Government on the numbers of bombs 

remaining, the fact that the ship was broken in three 

places and not two, and listed problems over safety (as 

they perceived them) which included heavy seas, tidal 

currents, sandbank movement, weighty flotsam, drifting 

ships, irresponsible navigation, sightseers and salvaging. 

All this because it has been assumed that should an 

explosion occur it would put Sheerness, Southend, the 

Isle of Grain, Leigh and Canvey Island at risk. It has also 

been  suggested that a resulting tidal wave would 

threaten Chatham and Rochester too. Every 4 years since 

the 1950s surveys have been carried out and 

maintenance work done when needed as in 1974 when 

the rotting torpedo nets were cut down and removed.  

 However there have been a few hairy       

moments as when Councillor David Atkinson boarded the 

Montgomery and, unchallenged he stayed taking 

photographs for two and a half hours to ‘verify the boat’s 

condition’. No one knew who he was or why he was there 

at the time and he sited poor surveillance as yet another 

danger. And then there was the time in 1980 when a 

Dutch coaster, the Marie Altun was seen set on a direct 

course for the wreck and was hastily intercepted by a 

Medway Ports Authority launch. 

At this present time, in 2012, we should take 

comfort from the fact that there are regular radar 

monitorings taken of the ship and it is surrounded by 

illuminated yellow pallet buoys.  

With more time and energy I could go on and on 

as successive governments have become  involved in this 

saga… too many incidents to mention here but if you want 

to know more you can wade through a whole host of 

websites and government survey reports which are 

available. (I have not read them) Just Google SS Richard 

Montgomery. Put aside a week or two to plough through it 

all !  

 

 I’ve a feeling that this wreck alone could  prevent 

Boris from having his dream come true! 

 
 Diagram and photo taken from a 1971 

 article in the Sheerness times Guardian 

 

     Present day, 2012 

The SS Richard Montgomery in the background 

 

Ann Rich 
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Hello from the Stockbury Cottage Gardeners.  It 

was our first meeting of the year in February and we 

had a good evening.  We have quite a packed 

programme for this year as you can see below.  So if 

any of these talks take your fancy please come a long 

and join us! 
 

Stockbury Cottage Gardeners  

2012 Programme 
 

1st March 8 pm “Fungi” Mrs T Moxey 

5th April 7.30 pm Annual Quiz with Faversham  

  (at Stockbury) 

3rd May 8 pm “A Hanging basket/Container 

  Workshop” with Paul  

5th May 11-1 pm Spring Fair  

  (Plant & Produce Stall) 

May 8pm  Fund Raising Event  

  to be Arranged 

7th June 6 pm Outing to Mrs S Scrivens Garden 

23rd June 2-4 pm Sweet Pea & Rose Show 

5th July 8 pm “Floral Art Workshop”  

  with Miss Z Evens 

2nd August 8 pm A Pétanque Evening  

  at the Harrow Public House 

18th August 2-4 pm Summer Show 

6th September 8 pm “17 Years in a Walled Garden”  

  Mr C Spree: Story of Renovating 

  & Looking After a Walled Garden 

15th September 8 pm Barn Dance  

  Caller Margaret Browning 

4th October 8 pm AGM & Autumn Show  

  (Members Only) 

13th October 11-1 pm Church Harvest Fair  

  (Plant & Produce Stall) 

1st November 8 pm “The Gypsy Art of Whittling”  

  Mr I Jackson 

6th December 8 pm Presentation Evening  

  (With a Buffet) 

8th December 11-1 pm Christmas Fayre  

  (Plant & Produce Stall) 

 

Top10 jobs this month 
 

1. Plant shallots, 

onion sets and 

early potatoes 

2. Protect new 

spring shoots from 

slugs 

3. Plant summer-

flowering bulbs 

4. Lift and divide 

overgrown clumps of perennials 

5. Top dress containers with fresh compost 

6. Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed) 

7. Cut back Cornus(dogwood) (see photo) and Salix 

 (willow) grown for colourful winter stems 

8. Weeds come back in to growth - deal with them before 

 they get out of hand 

9. Start feeding fish and using the pond fountain; remove 

 pond heaters 

10. Open the greenhouse or conservatory doors and vents  

 on warm days 

Judith Sanford: Secretary 

CAMERA TRAPS 
 

It seems that most months there are reports of thefts from 

properties in our parish.  Heating oil, diesel, tractors, 

attachments, horse boxes, even car batteries used to power 

electric fences are all regularly stolen.  A suggestion was 

made at a February’s parish council meeting that one way of 

catching the thieves bang to rights could be to set a trap to 

catch the perpetrator.  No, not a man-trap but a wildlife-

watching camera more commonly known as a camera trap, or 

a trail camera or a bird-watching camera hidden in a bird box 

could work equally well. 

 Placed in a strategic position, the camera can be installed 

in a hidden location.  It is designed to capture footage of 

wildlife (or in this instance, the human intruder) during the 

day or night.  It is housed in a compact weather-tight casing 

and can be strapped to a tree or post. 

 Photos are only taken when an animal or human walks 

into the area of the camera and the infrared and motion 

detection equipment triggers the camera to take either a series 

of still images or a short video clip. 

 I have had a quick look on the internet at some of these 

gadgets and there are several different types on the market 

that are relatively affordable.  They can be self-powered, 

weather-proof, colour or black and white.  One site I found 

describes this camera: http://www.handykam.com/ (I promise 

I am not receiving a commission...yet!) 

 During the day the camera uses the ambient light from the 

sun and takes video or still photographs in full colour, but at 

night the Infra Red, or IR as it’s known, illuminates the 

animal, sorry, intruder, resulting in a black and white 

photograph or video clip.  The infrared is completely 

invisible when using cameras such as the Spypoint or Stealth 

Cam Prowler, and therefore the intruder never knows he or 

she is being watched. 

 Using an SD memory card, (I’m guessing this is 

something similar to that used in standard digital cameras) 

literally thousands of images, and hundreds of video clips can 

be captured over a period of weeks, without need for human 

intervention until the batteries need replacing (normally 30+ 

days average use) or you want to retrieve the images from the 

SD card.  I think I’d be wanting to check quite regularly to 

see what I may have caught on camera! 

 I have to admit this camera looks like 

something out of Blakes 7 (remember 

that TV programme?) but if it works, 

who am I to knock it?!  Of course such a 

gadget won’t stop the actual theft but at 

least you may see who did the deed.  

 Worth a look? 

 

Sue Gardner 

http://www.handykam.com/
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 

 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist – Church Steward - Freddie Davey  

  01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey  01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Judith Sanford 01795 479440 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 

Maidstone BC Councillor—Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

  07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch—Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 

  01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Newspaper correspondents for KM 

 Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Observer Editor—Sue Gardner

 Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Parish Council Clerk—Eileen Buxton 01795 842687 

embstockbury@btinternet.com 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

timharnold@btinternet.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency 01622 690690 or 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 Including contacting our rural PCs 

Rural Police Officer  
  07772 225983 

  01622 604390 

or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 

@kent.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 

0800 555111 

Public Footpaths – PROW Officer—John Pelham 

    01732 872829 ext  4 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis  01795 844524 

South East Water emergency   0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W. I.- Brenda Mace  01622 884746 

Mobile Library 

The mobile library stops out front of Stockbury Village Hall 

every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 

Puzzle Solutions: 

Suduko 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crossword 
 

Saturday Freighter Service -Stockbury Village Hall 

There is no freighter collection in March, and April’s dates are still not available at time of going to 

press 

Http:/www.maidstone.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/recycling,_rubbish_and_waste/

Saturday_freighter_service.aspx 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:embstockbury@btinternet.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk
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St Trinian’s party-goers 

 

 

© Matthew Gately 

© Sue Gardner 
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THE 

WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF 

PATTENMAKERS 
WITH WHICH THE ANCIENT MYSTERY OF GALOCHMAKERS 

WAS INCORPORATED IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY 

 

Hello Reader 

 

My name is SSgt Gary Masters, I am currently serving with 101 (City of London) Engineer Regiment (Explosive 

Ordnance Disposal).  

 This year I am running the Virgin 2012 London Marathon on behalf of The Worshipful Company of 

Pattenmakers. We are raising money for our service men and women undergoing treatment at Headley Court, the 

armed forces rehabilitation centre. Our fundraising this year is particularly focussed on the supply and fitment of 

specialist orthopaedic shoes which can cost up to and in excess of £1500 per pair. Unfortunately the demand for 

these shoes is ever increasing, as the number of service personnel returning from overseas operations with life 

changing injuries continues to rise.  

 Your support has never been more vital, so please dig deep and give generously.  

 Sending money is simple: 

 

Either:  Pay by credit/debit card through:   

 www.virginmoneygiving.com/pattenmakersMarathonTeam 

This method will ensure that we can claim gift aid on your donation. Please accompany your donation with a short 

message to say that it is me you are supporting. 

 

Or Send me a cheque payable to ‘Pattenmakers Charitable Foundation’ 

 10 Northdown  

 Stockbury  

 Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7UL 

 

 
 

  Thanking you for your generosity 

 

 Gaz Masters 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

On Operations in 

Afghanistan 

Headley Court  

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/pattenmakersMarathonTeam
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations – Monday 4th June 
 

As part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations the parish plans to hold a number of events on 

Monday 4th June.  

 

An outline of the programme is as follows: 

 

4.00pm Planting of a diamond jubilee English Oak tree on the village green 

 

4.30-11.30pm Party in the Church Lane cherry orchard.  

 All parishioners are invited to bring BBQs and gazebos/tents and to have a great time in 

the orchard. Stockbury clubs and societies will be organising various activities 

throughout the afternoon, so there will be plenty to keep all age groups occupied. The 

highlights of the evening will be: 

 

 Lighting of the jubilee beacon/bonfire at around 10.30pm. This is a timed event, with 

hundreds of beacons lit around the country. For more details go to: 
 http://www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk 

 Firework display to follow the bonfire  

 
If you have any ideas on things that you would like to see happen on the day or if you would like to help, 

please call: 

 

Dave Tomsett 01795 841007 (Daytime) 

Chris Porter 01795 843715 

 

 

 

Bonfire photo © 

Matthew Gately 

 TUG-OF-WAR COMPETITION 

 

The Harrow in Stockbury has been invited to enter a 10-man team in an inter village 

tug-of-war competition being held as part of Newington Village's St George's weekend celebrations on Saturday, 

April 21 (noon start). 

Anyone interested in joining the team should add their name to the list in the Harrow asap or call them (John) on 

842546. Hopefully there will be enough support to enable Stockbury to compete so please let people know about it 

and encourage them to take part. 

Eight teams from surrounding villages will take part on a knockout basis. 

 Thanks for your support. 

 

Richard Thompstone: Newington St George's Weekend organising committee. 

http://www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk/

