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Diary for July 
All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown July 2011 

Editor’s notes 

Day Dreams 
by  John Cockett 

 
I’ve got fairies at the bottom of the garden 
I can see them down there morning, noon 
and night. 
They dance around with sunshades made from toadstools 
And give the cats and dogs an awful fright! 
 
My visitors look blankly through the window 
Then say they understand my situation 
Although the doctor and the nurses cannot see them 
They insist I keep on with the medication! 

 
Carrying on with the Harrow from the past, Betty 
Town has supplied another two photos which you can 
read about on page 11.  
 Fancy going on a bat walk?  See page 5 for details. 
Please also note the venue for July’s Parish Council 
meeting is in the South Green Hall.   
 This month also brings: 
Regulars: St Mary Magdelene dates; exciting summer 
excursions for our Community Bus. 
Reports from:  WI; Not So Young Club; South Green 
Rendezvous;  Parish Council Minutes; Stockbury 
Cottage Gardeners, Cricket fixture list, Pétanque Club. 
Features:  Poets Corner; The Harrow & Hattie Jacques,  
Village Green Sponsorship, Mid-Kent Downs Bulletin 
Letters page: inc. charity knitting, exciting news on 
Stockbury Wildlife. 
Puzzle corner: July Crossword 
Notices:  Church Fun Quiz, The Gardeners’ Summer 
Show (August) and children’s entry form, Grads Kent. 
 

 Sue Gardner 

Fri 1st Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sun 3rd Bowls 2-5 pm 
Tue 5th NSYC 7.30 pm 
Wed 6th Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Thu 7th Gardeners 8 pm 
Fri 8th Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sun 10th Labrador Rescue (Field and Hall) 10 am 
Wed 13th WI 7.30 pm 
  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Fri 15th Dancing Club 8 pm 
Fri 15th to  
Sun 17th Caravan Club on field 
Sun 17th Private booking 2-6 pm 
Tue 19th NSYC 7.30 pm 
Wed 20th Parish Council (in South Green Hall)7.30 pm 
  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Fri 22nd Dancing Club 8 pm 
Sat 23rd Stockbury Church Fun Quiz 7.30 pm 
Wed 27th Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Fri 29th Dancing Club 8 pm 

FUN QUIZ 
 
Saturday 23rd July 2011 
 
In Aid of Stockbury Church Renovation Fund  
at Stockbury Village Hall 7.30pm start 
Tickets £5 per person 
Teams of 6-8 per table and includes soft drinks 
and nibbles (bring own glasses) 
 
Contact Brenda Mace 01622 884746  

Stockbury Village Green 
Sponsored by:- 

 
Tomsett Kent 

John Goldfinch 
Keith and Ann Rich 

Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 
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The services for July are 
as follows:- 
  
3 July -  6.00pm Sung Communion  
10 July -  6.0pm Evensong  
17 July – 6.0pm Sung Communion 
24 July – 6.0pm Patronal Festival; Songs of Praise 
31 July – 10.30am joint benefice service @ Iwade 
church. 
 
The church is now open to everyone every Saturday 
and Sunday from 10.00am to 4.00pm.    
 
There are a range of services held within the six 
parish cluster to which Stockbury belongs. Details 
can be found on the parishes' website – 
www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd Liz Cox   
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please 
contact The Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 
844241 

Penny Stevens 
PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

On Thursday 26th May we were looking forward to 
our usual walk/ramble to end our programme for the 
current year.  However, after weeks of warm dry 
weather the rain came to this corner of the country.  
We quickly reshuffled our programme for the 
evening and went early for our supper at The Harrow.  
When we had just sat down the rain ceased and the 
sun reappeared!  However we had a most enjoyable 
evening.  Our thanks to The Harrow for 
accommodating us earlier than expected. 
 We hope shortly to be planning the programme for 
the new season beginning in September. 

Freddie Davey 

South Green Rendezvous 

Stockbury Not So Young Club 

Our meeting held on the 17th May opened with the 
sad news that Joan Cottel had passed away after a fall. 
Joan was a loyal supporter of the Not So Young Club. 
Both her and Mike attended our Birthdays and 
Christmas Dinners and we always saw her happy face 
at the Fairs. She will be sadly missed. Our thoughts 
are with Mike and family. 
 The evening continued with a session of Bingo. 
 A sure sign the fine weather was about to end 
because the 6th June meeting was held in Fred and 
Margaret’s garden in Rainham. We braved the chilly 
breeze for a while but after the American Supper was 
consumed we went inside to warm up. 

Shirley Moss  

Firstly I must say a very belated 
thank you for the popular and 
most welcome gipsy tarts made 
and donated by Ann's grand-
daughter Lauren for April’s Pie 
Lunch. 
 Our morning at the village 

Spring Fair was a great success with profit from cakes, 
and the cooking and selling of hot dogs for lunch time 
snacks was just right.   
 We used the committee room for our next meeting, 
and Brenda Bingham will be arranging items for 2012.  
 The Resolutions meeting and AGM was held in 
May, presided over by Maggie Vidgeon of Nashenden 
W.I. She is a W.I. advisor and was staggered by the 
number of things we are involved with and how much 
we achieve with our small number of ladies. (We have 
plenty of room for more members, don't forget). The 
spare place on the committee has been filled by Judith, 
who now is assistant treasurer and two new Vice 
Presidents are Julia Laming and Dianne MacAuley. 
Moira and Pat did presentations on Mega Farms and 
the Closure of Libraries as subjects for resolutions and 
were discussed in full afterwards. We certainly would 
not want to lose the mobile library that visits 
Stockbury. Our members voted yes to these and the 
votes were taken to Liverpool's AGM by Joyce, our 
delegate in June. Further news on this in next month’s 
report. 
 At the Parish Assembly we set up a table of interest 
including WI archives, the scrapbook and the 
promotion folder. Damson gin and cheese scones to 

sample were available to tempt all.  
 The WI was privileged to be looking after the 
family and friends of Joan Cottell after her funeral 
service at the beginning of June. The service itself 
was wonderful to share in, all in admiration of Joan's 
grandaughters singing. It was nice to see Dr Jim 
Russell and Gee, but not good in those sad 
circumstances. Plenty of refreshments and good food 
was available. 
 GIRLS GOING OUT for events were Joyce and 
Pat to be tellers at Detling's AGM, others to a 
Watercolour day School, and coming up in August an 
Ageing Healthily Day at Otford will be attended by 3 
of our girls.  
 The June meeting took place with a few missing 
members, with Julia in the Presidential Chair for the 
first time. Mary and Joyce were in Liverpool for the 
National AGM. Our speaker was Margaret Brooker, a 
fine botanical artist who took us through an exercise 
on how to draw a fuschia from a live plant. Most of us 
gave it a good try and learned a lot.  
 Next month we are having something good for our 
health with a lady who couldn't come a year or so ago: 
Jean Bentley is coming to guide us through Gentle 
Exercise on July 13th at 7.30pm. 

Bridget Filmer 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor, 
June is SANDS Baby Loss Awareness Month. I knit for 
a Charity called Lisa's Stars that was set up in the 
autumn of 2010 to make a difference to those who are 
unfortunate enough to lose a child prematurely. Their 
founder is a lady who sadly has experience in this and 
felt something was massively missing from the 
aftercare of those babies and their parents. Lisa’s Stars 
aim is to supply local hospitals with tiny premature 
sized knitted blankets, hats and more so that any baby 
born too early will be given the dignity they deserve 
until the time comes to lay them to rest.   
 If anyone has any wool in pale colours or small 
knitted items that they could donate it would be very 
much appreciated. Any items donated will be given to 
hospitals in Kent.  Please contact me at the following 
email address - sarahlisasstars@gmail.com  
 Below is a photo of some of the items that I have 
already donated. 
 Thank you  

Sarah Jacobs 

Dear Editor 
I am writing because I would like to tell readers that it 
looks like Red Kites might be about to become our 
latest new neighbours. I can’t believe I am the first to 
have seen one in this part of Kent, but on Saturday 
morning driving from MB Farms to Yelsted I stopped 
to get a good look at one flying above the fields along 
South Street Rd, less than a mile from Stockbury 
village. Quite an awesome sight. I’ve seen occasional 
Buzzards in the area but this was noticeably larger, 
with the typical wedged to fork shaped tail, and red-
brown colouring. 
 Once extremely common (around 200 years ago!) 
verging on extinction around 20 years ago with only a 
few pairs in mid-west Wales, it has been successfully 
reintroduced into the south Midlands. I guess this one 
was either part of the increasing colonisation stemming 
from the reintroduced ones, or a migrant from the 
continent. Anyway, be interesting to see if any other 
readers have witnessed any others.  
I will be also informing the Kent Wildlife Trust. 

 
Andy Woodend—Yelsted 

Stockbury Village  Hall 
These photos were taken recently. Sad victims of the drought. Maybe now we’ve had some rain, we’ll have a 
better show of flowers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Disappointed Villager 
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STOCKBURY COTTAGE GARDENERS 

This month Mr Phil Johnson talked to us about 
Staging Sweet Peas for our Show. This was a 
very interesting and enjoyable talk and we learnt 
a lot of things. 
 On the 7th July Mrs J Birch will be 
demonstrating Flora Art for Beginners. This is 
good timing as the Summer Show is in August and fingers 
crossed this will encourage some more people to have a go 
at Flower Arranging. Maybe even some of the men will have 
a go, you never know. If you are a keen Flower Arranger or 
if you would just like to join us for the evening please come 
along.  The meeting starts at 8pm in the Stockbury Village 
Hall. We charge a fee of £1 for non-members.  
 Our Summer Show is on 20th August. Doors open to the 
public at 2pm. Our members work really hard to exhibit their 
flowers, fruit, vegetables, cooking and floral art. We hope 
that you will be able to come along and see what a lovely 
display we will have put on, and taste some lovely home-
made cakes that we will be selling on the refreshments stall.  
There will be plenty of plants etc to buy, and raffle tickets. If 
any one else from the village would like to enter the show 
please give me a call on 01795 479440 or email me, 
judithsanford@hotmail.com and I will be only to glad to 
give you a list of the Classes in this show. 
CHILDREN we need you PLEASE! We would love you to 
enter something in the show after no Junior entries for some 
years now.  All are welcome. See entry categories below. 
 
Top 10 jobs this month 
1. Hoe borders regularly to keep down weeds 
2. Be water-wise, especially in drought-affected areas 
3. Pinch out sideshoots on tomatoes 
4. Harvest lettuce, radish, other salads and early potatoes 
5. Position summer hanging baskets and containers outside 
6. Cut lawns at least once a week 
7. Plant out summer bedding 
8. Stake tall or floppy plants 
9. Prune many spring-flowering shrubs 
10. Shade greenhouses to keep them cool and prevent scorch 
 
JUNIOR SECTION: Ages 16 or under 
57 Animal/Bird Model using a Vegetable Ages Under 8 
58 Animal/Bird Model using a Vegetable Ages Over 8 
59 A Painted Pebble Ages Under 8 
60 A Painted Pebble Ages Over 8 
61 Four Decorated Homemade Biscuits Ages Under 8 
62 Four Decorated Homemade Biscuits Ages Over 8  
 
Please only indicate your age on the actual entry as entries 
must be anonymous 
SUMMER SHOW JUNIOR SECTION ENTRY FORM 

   JULY CROSSWORD 

Across 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Down 
 
 

Name:  

Address:   
 

Age:     
  

Class Numbers Entered:       Solution on page 9 
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Mid Kent Downs Bulletin June 2011  
(Abridged by the Editor) 

 A quarterly information service published by the Mid Kent 
Downs Countryside Partnership, specifically aimed at letting 
you know the latest news, grant information and events.  
 
Landscapes and Nature for All  
The Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership continues to 
work with the Landscapes and Nature for All project. This 
project has been awarded funding within the framework of 
the cross-border European cooperation programme 
INTERREG IVA France - (Channel) - England, co-financed 
by the ERDF. Owens Court has just had fencing installed so 
that grazing of grassland can commence on this small but 
potentially important nature reserve near Selling. With only 
six months to go before the project ends the Mid Kent 
Downs CP are looking to share all the inspirational ideas we 
have gained over the last three years with our French and 
English partners.  
Celebrating Boxley Warren Launch  
Boxley Parish Council and the Mid Kent Downs Countryside 
Partnership launched Celebrating Boxley Warren on May 
29th. The project will give people the chance to get involved 
in how the site is managed, take part in guided walks and 
help find out more about the amazing heritage of the site 
including the White Horse Stone.  If you would like 
information about the project please contact us at 
midkentdowns@kentdowns.org.uk  
or by phone on 01303 815170.  
Follow Mid Kent Downs on Twitter & Facebook 
Here at the Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership we are 
determined to come kicking and screaming into the 21st 

century whether we like it or not. Not only have we set up a 
Facebook page for the Friends of Boxley Warren but we 
have our very own Twitter account. So, if you would like to 
keep abreast of all the latest events and information about 
MKDCP why not follow us on both?  
Bredhurst and Gorham Celebrate Lottery Success  
Both Bredhurst Woodland Action Group and Gorham and 
Admiral Community Woodlands have been successful with 
applications to Awards for All. The projects, totalling £12,500 
and £11,980 respectively were awarded to help improve 
interpretation, install waymarkers, run events, buy tools and 
equipment and create websites. The Mid Kent Downs 
Countryside Partnership assisted the group with their 
applications and will be helping with the delivery too. For 
more information visit the BWAG website  www.bwag.org.uk 
or download the Gorham events Flier.  
Grants Update  
The latest news concerning grants which local groups can 
apply for to fund their projects. If you would like to discuss 
funding for a project please contact the Mid Kent Downs 
Countryside Partnership team on 01303 815170 or 
midkentdowns@kentdowns.org.uk  
Changes to Awards for All  
This is a fund that groups in the Mid Kent Downs have had 
recent success with so it’s always worth keeping an eye on 
the latest information about the fund.  
Big Lottery Fund has introduced some changes to the way 
that their Awards for All scheme operates.  

• Groups can now apply for up to £10,000 per year as 
long as they only hold one Awards for All grant at a 
time  

• Groups can apply for an existing activity if the activity 
hasn’t taken place within three years.  

• An eligibility checklist is on the new application form. 
This will make the application process easier for 
applicants.  

• Successful applicants that have provided a bank or 
building society details form in the last two years will 
not need to resubmit this form as long as they are 
using the same bank or building society account.  

 
The new application form and guidance notes are now 
available from the Awards for All website 
www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/apply.htm 
The Phillips Fund  
This fund is another one where there have been local 
successes. The application process is fairly simple and it is 
perfect for all sorts of planting activites.  

• The Fund supports charities, voluntary groups and 
organisations using volunteers to deliver small but 
beneficial conservation and environmental projects 
to rural communities in Kent.  

• Activities receiving support might include - Planting 
of trees and hedging; Regeneration of hedgerows or 
village ponds; Creation of wildflower meadows, new 
native woodlands; Restoration of local habitats  

• Grants are available— Between £250 and £2,000  
• Closing date for current round of applications—2 

September 2011  
 
The Will Charitable Trust  
This Trust provides grants of between £5,000-£20,000 
(capital or running costs) for activities and one of the 
categories that they fund is ‘conservation of the countryside 
in Britain, including its flora and fauna.  
Applications need to be submitted between 1st June and 31st 

August and can only be made in writing.  
For more information visit the Will Charitable Trust website 
www.willcharitabletrust.org.uk/index.htm 
Events  
Perry Wood  
The Ages of Windmill Hill – live interpretation, ‘living history’ 
performance, and short walk  
Sunday 3rd July (3pm – 5pm)  
For more information contact us at 
midkentdowns@kentdowns.org.uk  
or by phone on 01303 815170  
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group.  
Volunteer Task Days every 3rd Sunday of the month.  
Nature Day and BBQ Saturday 2nd July (from 9.30am until 
nightfall)  
Bats of Bredhurst Friday, July 22nd (8.00pm - dark)  
Wildflower Walk Saturday, July 23rd (11.00am – 1.00pm)  
Walking with Giants – Tree walk Sunday, August 7th 

(10.00am – 1.00pm)  
For more information go to their website  
www.bwag.org.uk/events.html 
Park Farm Community Cherry Orchard, Lynsted  
Cherry Day Sunday, July 9th (12.00noon – 4.00pm)  
Opera Evening Saturday, August 20th  
For more information go to their website  
www.lynsted-orchard.org.uk 
Boxley Warren  
Wildflower walk Sunday, July 9th (10.00am – 1.00pm)  
For more information contact us at 
midkentdowns@kentdowns.org.uk  
or by phone on 01303 815170  
Gorham and Admiral Community Woodlands  
Summertime wildflowers Sun, July 24th (2.00pm - 5.00pm)  
Volunteer task day Sunday, August 21st (10.00am – 4.00pm)  
Heaths Countryside Corridor  
Corridor walk, BBQ and wildlife events Sunday, July 17th 

(5.00pm onwards)  
(Continued on page 6) 
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M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm 
Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm 
 

Post Office hours 
 

Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday, Friday 9.00 am—5.00 pm 
Wednesday 9.00 am—4.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am—12.30 pm 

For more information go to their website.  
www.lynsted-orchard.org.uk 
Contact Us  
Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership  
Tel: 01303 815170  
West Barn, Penstock Hall Farm 
East Brabourne Ashford TN25 5LL 
Fax: 01303 815179  
E:Mail: midkentdowns@kentdowns.org.uk 
Web: www.midkentdowns.org.uk 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/MidKentDownsCP  
 
The Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership is supported 
by:  
 

The Mid Kent Downs activities are delivered 
within the LNA project which has been 
awarded funding within the framework of the 
cross-border European cooperation programme INTERREG 
IVA France - (Channel) - England, co-financed by the ERDF 

STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 18 May 2011 in the Memorial 
Hall, Stockbury at 7.30 pm. 
 
1.  Present 
Cllrs. L. Cathcart (chairman), J. Cockett, J. Collins, C. 
Porter, D. Tomsett, P. Woods.  In attendance:  D. Williams, 
treasurer, E.M. Buxton, clerk. 
2.  Apologies 
Cllrs. F. Mace, D. Parvin (MBC). 
3.  Minutes 
Copies of the minutes of a meeting held on 20 April 2011 
had been issued to councillors and, there being no 
comments, the minutes were approved and signed 
(proposed C. Porter, seconded D. Tomsett). 
Matters arising 
Rubbish at The Three Squirrels public house has still not 
been cleared.  The framed map of the parish to be mounted 
on the wall inside the hall. 
Notice of Reports 
Joint Parishes Group 
5.  Declaration of interests 
There were none. 
6.  Consultation of this meeting agenda 
Weekly rubbish collection: Steppes Hill Road (taken under 
item 13) 
7.  Police matters 
No report received from the police.  A new PCSO, Dave 
Rowley, has been appointed, telephone number to be 
printed in the Observer. 
The chairman reported thefts:  heating oil, a lorry from 
South Green Farm, attempted theft of a tractor, 
Hollingbourne.  Anti-social behaviour: Aerodrome 
Approach, Steppes Hill Road, under review by Maidstone 
Borough Council and the police.  Three Squirrels public 

house: the owners would be contacted. 
8.  Highway matters 
Potholes and resurfacing, The Street and South Green 
Lane.  Maidstone Borough Council are no longer carrying 
out grass cutting and the responsibility now devolves back to 
Kent County Council. 
Meeting 19 May on traffic management for the Show. 
9.  Planning 
Application 11/0610 Sea View Farm, discharge of Condition 
- noted. 
Decision     11/0440 Ashdown Cottage, Pett Road - MBC 
Approval. 
10. Finance 
End of year accounts were presented and the treasurer 
reported.  The accounts were adopted and signed, proposed 
C. Porter, seconded J. Collins and carried unanimously. 
The treasurer suggested that a meeting of the council could 
be held to discuss finance and the precept for next year. 
Cheque numbers 001303 to 001308 were signed (proposed 
D. Tomsett, seconded C. Porter). 
11. External Reports 
Cllr. Woods had attended a meeting of the Joint Parishes 
Group on 26 April.  The Group comprises 12 other parishes.  
The present emphasis is on the Local Strategic Plan and the 
perceived need to present a more professional approach to 
Maidstone Borough Council in response to consultation.  A 
first payment of just under £200 would be required to be 
paid by the parish council. 
After some discussion, it was proposed P.Woods, seconded 
J. Cockett, that the parish council would not join the Group, 
and carried unanimously. 
12. Correspondence 
RIP Services re canine waste collection; Mayor's Civic 
Parade and Service, 22 May; NALC Legal Briefing - Code of 
Conduct (copies to go to councillors); KALC Concurrent 
Functions (copies to go to councillors). 
13.  Any other business 
Raised by Parishioners  9 members of the public 
Potholes;  speeding through the village - letter from a 
parishioner to villagers.  This would be printed in the 
Observer.  Antisocial behaviour, Steppes Hill Road; it was 
explained that the footpath leading to this road is land 
owned by The Three Squirrels public house. 
Raised by councillors;   
Rubbish still at The Three Squirrels;  website now in being;  
Parish Assembly 25 May;  pipeline at Yelsted;  Stockbury 
Community bus, thanks to new organizer, Fiona Moody. 
14.  Closure 
There being no further business, the chairman closed the 
meeting at 9.02 pm.  

E M Buxton     
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STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
 
Us book club lot had a great time at our June meeting. We reviewed the book of the month,  
The Blasphemer by Nigel Farndale, which turned out to be quite well received. 
 We really are flying at the moment; assessments, opinions, theories bounce around between us all and frankly it 
is proving to be a very stimulating experience each month we meet. All power to our organiser, Moira ! Each of us 
is finding the suggested reading agenda pushes us forward into new literary horizons. This is a most enjoyable 
extension to village life.  
 BUT the highlight of this particular meeting had to be Alan’s BBQ and the combined efforts of the group to 
produce tasty additions to a convivial evening meal. 
 And by the way reading stuff you don’t always fancy is very good for the little grey cells forcing you out of 
your book comfort zone… 

Ann Rich 

To contact the editor: Email: stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 
All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures welcome. 
All contributions must have a genuine name and contact details otherwise the article will not be 
considered for publication. 
Please try to write your article as concisely as possible. 
The Editor may have to change your layout etc in order to fit the space onto the pages. 
Deadline third Friday of the month, sooner if possible please. 
 
All emails will be acknowledged. 
 
Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  
However, the Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or reduce the size of notices. 
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 STOCKBURY Cricket Club 
 in association with Hartlip CC 
 
Here are the dates for July, noting the Kent Village League matches: 

 
Juy 3rd Belnor 1st X1 Home 2:30 start 

July 10th Bobbing Court & Lower Halstow 2nd X1 Away KVCL—2:00 pm start, Chapel Ground 
  Lower Halstow 

July 17th Great Chart X1 Home KVCL—2:00 pm start time  

July 24th Borstal Sunday X1 Away KVCL—2:00 pm start, Brambletrees 

July 31st Newington 1st X1 Home 2:00 start 

 

To have a chat about playing, please call Tom on 07788584806  
 
 

 
 

64th  Summer Show 
 

at Stockbury Memorial Village Hall on 
21th August 2009 

 

Doors Will Open at 2pm 
 

Free Entry 
 

 

Raffle 
Plant Stall 

Everyone is welcome to come and browse, we look forward to seeing you
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Employers, Graduates and Students 
please note the following 

  
Kent County Council is operating a new project.   
 
GradsKent is an online graduate and recruitment 
service in Kent, working in partnership with Kent 
universities and employers to match the best 
graduate talent with the best local businesses.   
 
The website is designed as a one-stop shop for 
employment opportunities in Kent that are suitable 
for students and graduates.  This service merges the 
former Gap Year and SIGS programmes. 
  
www.GradsKent.com for further information. 

ANGUS ANTHONY 1966 - 2011 
It is with great sadness and a heavy heart that I have to 
report that Angus Anthony has lost his long battle with 
cancer and passed away on Friday 3rd June 2011 whilst in 
the Heart of Kent Hospice in Aylesford. 
 Angus was well known to the village having played for the 
cricket team for 12 seasons between 1990 and 2002. He 
was a superb all rounder who hit the ball extremely hard, 
was a more than useful medium pace bowler and a brilliant 
fielder. Angus played a total of 66 matches for Stockbury. He 
scored a total of 1,287 runs at an average of 25.23 scoring 
one 100 and five 50s. His highest score of 157 not out came 
in his first season for Stockbury in 1990 when Angus and 
Phil Kingsford (130*) famously put on an unbroken record 
stand for the 4th wicket of 281 against St Michaels away on 
27/05/90 when Stockbury totalled a record 340-3. This 
partnership and team total still stand as records today. 
Angus also took 32 wickets for Stockbury with a best of 4-17. 
He also took 14 catches. 
 Angus was also seen many times winning the Stockbury 
marathon on Fete day often in record time! He was a very 
good Hockey Player and played for Gore Court for a number 
of years. He also played cricket for the 12th Men. 
 Angus lived in Bromley for several years whilst he was 
serving in the Metropolitan Police and famously once had to 
fly to Trinidad to interview West Indies legend Brian Lara as 
part of cricket’s international match fixing scandal of the late 
1990’s.  
 Angus eventually moved back to South Green with his 
wife Carolyn and they built their own beautiful house next 
door to Angus’s parents farm. They have two boys William 
(12) and Tim (10) who are both keen cricketers playing for 
Hollingbourne Colts. 
 My overriding memory of Angus will be his passion for his 
sport, his love of his family and his total optimism and 
enormous energy. He was the fittest person I ever knew and 
was so full of life. 
 All our sympathies go out to Carrie and the boys and to all 
of “Gussies” family at this very sad and difficult time. 
 Rest in Peace my friend we are all thinking of you, nobody 
could have fought harder mate. 
 

Nigel Sharp 

Check us out in colour on-line! 
 

www.stockbury.org.uk 
 

An advertising opportunity not to be 
missed—if you are a local business 
why not use our website to have a free 
world-wide presence 
 
 
Contact Chris Porter on 01795 843715, 
likewise, to report any anomalies or errors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

**  Please note this site is still under development ** 

JULY CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
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Community  Bus 
 

Summer Day Trips 
During July, August & September 

 
The War & Peace Show at The Hop Farm – 23rd July 

Whitstable Oyster Festival – 29th July 
Turner Contemporary, Margate – August - Date TBC 

Bewl Water – August – Date TBC 
Balloons & Bentleys, Leeds Castle – Sept – Date TBC 
The Weald of Kent Craft Show – Sept – Date TBC 

Interested? 
Want to know more? 

Call: 07551- 454702 
Email: communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk 

THE COMMUNITY BUS 
 
July marks the start of our Summer Day Trips, and the first of 
these is The War & Peace Show at The Hop Farm, Paddock 
Wood.  For those of you who are unaware of what The War 
& Peace Show is, it is the world’s largest military 
memorabilia show where you can experience the sights, 
sounds, smells and tastes of 1940’s Britain.  A sensory 
overload and a must for all you military enthusiasts out there.  
The fare would be a bargain £4 return (bus passes would be 
valid) however not include the entrance fee into the event 
which are Adults: £18.40, Senior Citizens and Children: 
£16.40.  There is also a family ticket available for 2 adults 
and 2 children which is £60.30. 
 The second of the July trips is to the Whitstable Oyster 
Festival.  Why not hop on the Community Bus for a bit of 
fresh sea air and experience the traditional charms and rich 
maritime culture of one of Kent’s favorite sea sides.  It’s not 
all about oysters, if they’re not a delicacy you indulge in 
(that’s me, once was enough!) you can stroll through the quiet 
lanes to the harbour area, while soaking up Whitstable’s rich 
history and heritage as well as the atmosphere of the festivals 
mix of street entertainers.  Again the bus fare will be a 
bargain £4 and bus passes would be valid. 
 Our August trips will be to the newly completed Margate 
Turner Contemporary Art Gallery and Bewl Water.  More 
details on these next month. 
 

 
 
 
 To book your seats for any or all of these trips, (a girl can 
hope!) call me on 07551-454702.  Go on, treat yourself, you 
know you want to!  We will need a minimum of 10 
passengers per trip for it to be able to run, so tell your friends 
and family and book soon to avoid disappointment. 
 Through August, we are hoping to run a summer service 
for the younger members of our communities; so kids, get 
your thinking hats on, where do you want to go during your 
school holidays?  Let me know.  You can’t spend the whole 6 
weeks at home; you know you’ll be shouting I’M BORED at 
the top of your voice before the end of the first week!  Send 
an email to  
communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk or ring the bus 
hotline 07551-454702 with your ideas, anything will be 
considered.  Any child under 14 years of age travelling on the 
Community Bus must be accompanied by a family member or 
responsible adult. Fiona 
 
Community Bus Service Schedule 
 
Mondays – Sittingbourne 
Tuesdays – Maidstone incl. 
  Lockmeadow Market 
Thursdays – Hempstead Valley 
  Shopping Centre 
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Do you remember when…? 
 
Were you in The Harrow the night Hattie Jacques came to Stockbury? 
These photos were sent in to the Observer by Betty Town as a follow-on 
from our Harrow theme. The tower was built out of (old) pennies 
donated by the customers and stood on the bar as high as the ceiling. 
Does anyone know how long it took to build? Hattie was recruited as a 
celeb by the brewery to push over the tower as a publicity stunt and the 
money raised went to Oxfam. 

 
In the photo on the right, from l-r : Ted Sedwell, 
landlord, who died of cancer shortly after this photo 
was taken, Helen, Ted’s wife, the brewery agent, Hattie’s assistant and of course, Hattie Jacques herself. 
 Thank you Betty, for sending these in.  If anyone else has old photos you think might be of interest, please send them in to 
The Editor at stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Stockbury Pétanque 
Club Needs YOU!!  
 

Well, the season is well and 
truly under way and we have 
now played a few league games 
and some friendly matches as well.  We are always 
looking for new players and must stress that absolutely 
no experience is necessary – most of us have very little 
anyway!! The club will supply boules so you need 
nothing to start playing.  
 There is an informal practice session each week so 
come along and try the game at : 
 

The Harrow every Tuesday evenings at 
6pm 

 

 There are also boules sets behind the bar, so if you 
are in the pub and fancy a go, please ask for them. 
 If you need to know anything else, please call: 

 

Mick Bingham   01795 842480 
Alan Cooke       01795 841162 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Cricket Club 
 Mike Lee 01795 842532 
Church Matters 
St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 
 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 
South Green Methodist –  
Church Steward - Freddie Davey  
  01795 842978 
Community Bus 
 Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club 
 Sue Carey 01634 387478 
Dog Club 
 Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
  07775 856273 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency 
 Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection 
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners 
 Judith Sanford 01795 479440 
Golf Society 
 Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings 
 Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 
Maidstone BC Councillor 
 Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 
  07967 224839 
MB Farms stores and Post Office  
  01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch  
Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 
  01795 844077 
Not So Young Club 
 Shirley Moss 01795 842691 
Newspaper correspondents for KM 
 Claire Adams 01795 841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
for East Kent Gazette 
 John Cockett 01622 737782 
Observer Editor— Sue Gardner  
Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Parish Council Clerk 
 Eileen Buxton 01795 842687 
embstockbury@btinternet.com 
Pétanque Club 
 Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club 
 Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
timharnold@btinternet.com 
Police – Emergency only 999 
 Non-emergency 01622 690690 
 & ALL General enquiries 
 Including contacting our rural PCs 
Rural Police Officer PC Lee Talon 
PCSO Dave Rowley 07772 226097 
  01622 604390 
or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 
@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers (confidential) 
0800 555111 
Public Footpaths – PROW Officer: 
John Pelham 01732 872829 ext  4 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 
Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk  
  08458 247800 
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls 
 Sue Finnis 01795 844524 
South East Water emergency  
  0845 6032603 
South Green Rendezvous Club 
 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 
W. I. 
 Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

Next Freighter Date at Stockbury Village Hall 
Check on-line for future dates: 
 
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/
environment_and_planning/
recycling,_rubbish_and_waste/
saturday_freighter_service_-_d.aspx 


