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Welcome to a packed issue.  

There’s a lot going on in the 

parish over the next few 

months so thank you for all your contributions.  For the 

July issue I have extended the deadline to the 22nd June 

so please ensure I receive your articles no later than that 

date. 
 The Feb-April Parish Council minutes will soon be 

available on www.stockbury.org.uk.  Due to space in the 

Observer, the May minutes have been abridged but the 

detailed (unsigned) minutes will also soon be available 

on the web site.   

 This is the last month for the front-page feature of the 

village green sponsorship. I hope you agree that the new 

posts and chains  have made all the difference.  Thank 

you to all our sponsors. 

 This month also brings: 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green Service 

dates; Gardeners; Not So Young Club; Book Club; W.I.; 

Poet’s Corner; Puzzle Corner 

Reports from: Pétanque; Draw Results 

Features:  Sole Mate; Parish Council election results; 

Mid-Kent Downs Bulletin; South Green Residents 

Association; Letters; Parish Clerk vacancy 

Notices & Dates: Church Fun quiz, Freighter service; 

Mobile Library, Stockbury Cricket fixtures (June-July) 

& report; Community Bus schedule; Advertisers 

reminder; Diamond Jubilee Beacon event; , Ladies night, 

Sweet Pea & Rose show, Stockbury Parish Open 

evening; Parish Council Minutes (May); Cricket Trivia 

Quiz (July) 

Sue Gardner 

Stockbury Village 

Green 
Sponsored by:- 

Tomsett Kent 

John Goldfinch 

Keith and Ann Rich 

Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 

Diary for June 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise 

shown 

 

Fri 1st Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 3rd Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 5th Bowls 2-4 pm 

  NSYC 7.30 pm 

Wed 6th Quiz in the Harrow 9-11 pm 

Thu 7th Gardeners 8 pm 

Fri 8th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 10th Bowls  3-5 pm 

Tue 12th Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 13th WI 7.30 pm 

  Quiz in the Harrow 9-11 pm 

Thu 14th Bowls  7.30 pm 

Fri 15th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 17th Bowls  3-5 pm 

Tue 19th Bowls 2-4 pm 

  NSYC 7.30 pm 

Wed 20th Parish Council 7.30 pm 

  Quiz in the Harrow 9-11 pm 

Thu 21st  Bowls match 7.30 pm 

Fri 22nd Gardeners preparation for show 7 pm 

Sat 23rd Sweet Pea and Rose Show 2-4 pm 

Sun 24th Labrador Rescue Fun Day  12-5 pm 

Tue 26th  Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 27th Quiz in the Harrow 9-11 pm 

Thu 28th Bowls 7.30 pm 

Fri 29th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sat 30th Church Fun Quiz 7.30 pm 

The Forecaster 

By John Cockett 

 

‘Tis often said that following a rare blue moon, 

We shall enjoy a really flaming June. 

If upon old weather lore one can rely 

How about a record breaking sunny hot July? 

And then a heatwave, something to remember 

When dodging thunderstorms and hailstones in 

September. 

I hope the end of October’s not too late 

To find a comfy place to hibernate! 

June 2012—Editor’s notes 
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The works at the church are due to 
start at the beginning of June so 
from the 3 June the services will be held in Hartlip church 
until further notice.  
 

The services for June are as follows:- 
 

3 June -  Trinity Sunday; 6.0pm Sung Communion  
10 June – 6.0pm Evensong 
17 June –  6.0pm Sung Communion 
24 June – 6.0pm Evensong 
 

There will be a quiz night on 30 June to raise funds for the 
works at the church. This will take place in the village hall   
 

There are a range of services held within the six parish 
cluster to which Stockbury belongs. Details can be found on 
the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The 
Revd Liz Cox .   
 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 
 

 Penny Stevens 

 PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Services at South Green Church 
You are most welcome to join us at our service at 10 am 

each Sunday.  

 The service on 24th will include Holy Communion and 

will celebrate the Church Anniversary. 

NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 
The 17th April meeting opened with Wendy from the W.I 

showing us how to make Summer Pudding. Pat joined us 

later with a Banoffy Pie. We were all pleased to sample the 

puddings and to join Pat with her birthday cake. 

 The 1st May started very wet but by the afternoon the sun 

came out and we were able to walk in Squirrel Wood to see 

the beautiful Bluebells returning home for tea and cakes. 
 At the Spring Fayre on the 5th May, we held a Kitchen 

and Bathroom stall. 

 

Shirley Moss 

Stockbury WI  
 

With the village hall and members all 

decked out in red, white and blue, 

Stockbury W.I. invited friends and 

neighbours from the village along 

with members of surrounding W.I.s to their annual pie lunch 

on Saturday 28th April. 

 As usual, the food was excellent, with a wonderful 

selection of pies, accompanied by lovely salads of every 

kind, followed by a huge variety of delicious home made 

desserts.  In total 150 lunches were served over two sittings, 

and W.I. would like to thank everyone for their continued 

support. 

 On Wednesday 9th May, W.I. held their Annual meeting, 

with election of officers for the coming year, (which 

incidentally, remain the same), along with voting on the 

resolution to ask the Government to employ more midwives.  

This was followed by a demonstration by Paul Sanford, on 

filling hanging baskets.  Another enjoyable evening! 

Julia Laming 

Ladies’ Night 

Admit it ladies, how often do we check the fluid levels in 

our vehicle or our tyre pressures?  How many of us can 

confidently say we can change a tyre on the roadside?  Can 

you really name the essential car parts under a bonnet? 

If you answered no to any of these questions we have the 

solution for you!  Tomsett Kent are offering a free ladies 

night where our fully trained technicians will be on hand to 

demonstrate all of the above and more as well as assist you 

if you want to have a go yourself! 

Drinks and snacks will be laid on for you and you will also 

receive a complimentary glass of wine, so all you have to 

do is come along, enjoy and learn! 

You will even receive a ladies night pack including 

information about your car and a certificate to say you have 

attended the course and even a discount voucher for your 

next visit with us! 

The event will take place on Wednesday 13th June 2012 

starting at 6.00pm until 8.00pm.  There will be 

demonstrations followed by the chance for you to practice! 

Before you know it you’ll be ready for anything!  

Booking: 

To book a place for you and your friends just call  

01795 841007 or email us on jodie@tomsettkent.com 

Alternatively, pop in for more information! 
 

Church Farm, Church Lane, Stockbury, Sittingbourne, 
Kent, ME9 7RD 

 

Please note: as you will be in a workshop environment, 

please ensure that you wear suitable clothing and footwear 

Pétanque 
 

Scenes of unmatched joy were witnessed at The Harrow on 

Wednesday 9th May when the team won its first competitive 

match since its formation last year. Playing in the plate 

competition of the Kent league knockout cup against 

Villager Hurricanes, they managed to win 3 games and lost 1 

meaning that they now progress to the next round. Speaking 

to The Sun sports reporter after the match in an emotional 

(and slightly slurred) celebratory speech Chris Porter paid 

tribute to the hard work of the team and gave particular 

thanks to the dedication of the captain Alan Cooke, who 

could not be present because he had something better to do. 

 Assuring the crowds of supporters that they would remain 

focused on the next match, Chris urged the team not to let 

this success go to their heads. However, Dave Adaway was 

last seen leaving the pub saying that he was taking a day off 

work to “go on the lash” and Chris 

Spree went home to turn up the 

heating on his tomato plants. 

 We are always looking for new 

players and if you are interested, call 

Mick Bingham on 01795 841140 
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June Crossword 

Solution on page 14 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order 

to fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, sooner if 

possible please.  Please note, July deadline is 22nd June. 

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

 

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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Save Stockbury Church Fund  -  

Monthly Draw—Winning Tickets 
 

Held at MB Farms, Stockbury on Saturday 12th May 2012 

 

The winners were  

1st prize Hannah Brown Stockbury 

2nd prize Sue Finnis Stockbury 

3rd prize Rodney Gibson Stockbury 

 

The next draw will be held at 12 noon at M B Farm shop on 

9th June 

 

Prizes  £50  £30  £20  £15 

 

Draw tickets now cost £7— one payment to cover each 

monthly draw up to December 2012 

 

The estimated repair bill to the 

church is substantial.  If you do 

not wish to enter the draws, or 

even if you do, any donations to 

the church funds would be very 

much appreciated.  If you are a tax 

payer we can claim gift aid relief 

from the Inland Revenue of one quarter the amount you have 

donated in addition to your own donation.   So a donation 

from you of £10 would give us a total receipt of £12.50 and a 

donation from you of £50 would give us a total receipt of 

£62.50.  

 If you are interested please write to me at Beaux Aires 

Cottage, Yelsted Road, Stockbury, Sittingbourne, Kent  ME9 

7QY or ring me on 01622 737392.  

 Thank you for your interest in this new draw and for your 

support.  

David Williams 

Treasurer, Stockbury PCC & Save Stockbury Church Fund 

 

June Sudoku (moderate) 

 

 South Green Residents Association NOTICE of MEETINGS for 2012 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

South Green Residents Association (SGRA) conserves and protects South Green on behalf of its residents and the local 

environment. 

 SGRA meets three times every year in April, August and December, at South Green’s Methodist Church Hall and apart 

from providing our small community with an opportunity for a catch up with neighbours over tea or coffee, it gives members 

a chance to discuss any local matters, which are considered important to South Green’s residents. 

 If you are a permanent resident of the Stockbury hamlet of South Green, SGRA would like to invite you to join our 

friendly association, which meets on the first Thursday of April, August and December.   2012 meeting dates are as follows: 

 Thursday 2nd August 2012 from 1930 hrs 

 Thursday 6th December 2012 from 1930 hrs 

 

Annual membership costs just £3 per person/per year.  Please feel free to contact the 

association’s Chairman for more information: cpadams@live.co.uk  

 

Chris Adams -Chairman, South Green Residents Association 

 Follow us on Twitter @southgreen1 

 

 

 Email: southgreen@live.com 

We would like to thank everybody very much who came to 

Eileen's funeral and those who joined us afterwards in the 

village hall for refreshments.   

 We were very touched to see so many people who held 

her in high regard and it was a pleasure and comfort to be 

able to talk to some of you. 

 Thank you also to Ann Rich for her piece and 

condolences in the online edition of the May issue and the 

Stockbury Cottage Gardeners for their condolences. 

 Thank you to all those who have been so kind and helpful 

since her death and to all who contributed to the richness of 

her life. 

 My mum was one of a kind.  We will miss her very 

much. 

 

Shona, John, Olivia and Adam Fahy 

Eileen Buxton—1920 - 2012 

Solution on page 14 

mailto:cpadams@live.co.uk
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You get more  
with the Stockbury Observer on-line!   

See us in colour ! 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

June 3rd League Bobbing Court  

 & Lower Halstow Sunday XI  Away 

June 10th League New Ifield Home 

June 17th League Offham Sunday XI  Away 

June 24th Friendly Mote Away 

July 1st   Friendly Borstal Sunday X1 Home 

July 8th Friendly Belnor Away 
 

To have a chat about playing, call Tom on 07788584806  

BECOME A SOLE MATE IN 2012 
 

The bluebell season is the perfect time for putting the 

spring in your step and discovering the Kent countryside – 

so why not explore the great 

outdoors this month, on foot, with 

fellow Soul Mates. 

 The newly-formed Soul Mates 

walking group meets in May for a 

woodland walk - one of a host of 

monthly, guided walks organised 

by personal trainer Vivien Elcomb 

(right in photo), from Lenham, and 

walking guide author Dawn 

Kingsford (left in photo), from 

Bredgar. 

 The girls formed the social Soul Mates walking group in 

February, for those looking to explore new routes with 

fellow walking fans.  

 Viv, who is also a pilates instructor, said: “Walking is 

one of the most enjoyable ways to keep fit and healthy, but 

often you find yourself walking the same old routes.  We 

decided it would be a great idea to get out and about and 

come up with some fresh and interesting places to explore 

every month. The great thing about joining our group is 

there’s no need to worry about getting lost and there’s 

always someone new to chat with along the way.” 

 Monthly walks include professional warm up and 

cooling down sessions and last an hour-and-a-half - leaving 

plenty of time for those other weekend commitments. 

Along the way, you’ll also receive a commentary about the 

places of interest you pass. Membership is free. 

 Walks, which are on Sundays, and set out at 10.30am, 

have, so far, taken in picturesque Doddington and 

Newnham, Teynham, Conyer and the Swale Estuary. So, if 

you fancy stepping out this spring, email 

vivienelcomb@yahoo.co.uk for details and prices. 

 The next walk is on June 10 - to avoid the Bank 

Holidays, but are usually held on the first Sunday of the 

month. 

 Details of each walk are sent direct to walkers, by email, 

each month. 

 

Dawn can be contacted on 07791602423 

Vivien can be contacted on 07941098333 

STOCKBURY Cricket 
Club  

in association  
with Hartlip CC 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

I would like to take the opportunity to express my sincere 

thanks and appreciation to those residents who gave me 

their support and votes in the recent Parish Council election. 

It was quite apparent from the large number of calls I 

received that many residents share my views and aspirations 

for the future of our village and of it's representative 

council. We can but hope that the new PC will be prepared 

to take on board some of those aspirations going forward as 

I am obviously not alone.  

 

Barry Pladdys ACII 

LETTERS PAGE 
 

Dear Editor, 

 

I just want to say a huge thank you to the ladies of the WI 

for your kind donations of wool for Lisa's Stars, the charity 

I knit for that provides knitted items for tiny babies that are 

sadly born too soon. 

 I am now rep for Medway, Pembury and the Oliver 

Fisher Baby Unit and the wool is being put to use making 

items for these hospitals. I made a delivery to Medway a 

couple of weeks ago (tiny wraps and hats) and they were so 

grateful for the donation. I hope to be making deliveries to 

Pembury and Oliver Fisher in the next month. 

 If anyone would like to help this much needed cause, 

either by knitting or donating wool, please email me at 

sarahlisasstars@gmail.com. 

 Thank you again, 

Sarah Jacobs 

Thank You Stockbury. 
I would like to say thank you to everyone who voted in the 

election on May the 3rd..For the first time in 20 years you 

have chosen the Parish councillors to represent you here in 

Stockbury. I myself was also surprised by the amount of 

votes I received and would therefore like to say a personal 

thank you to all who voted for me. 

May I take this opportunity to thank our outgoing chairman 

Lyle Cathcart for his committed hard work of the last two 

years. Few of us know, or realise how much time and effort 

he has had to put in, but I am sure you all agree that his 

(Continued on page 6) 

STOCKBURY Cricket 
Club  

in association  

mailto:vivienelcomb@yahoo.co.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) 
 

As the Scheme Co-ordinator for Stockbury, Tony Kerr 

receives regular information on incidents that have occurred 

in the Maidstone Neighbourhood Watch area.  Few of these 

are of any interest to Stockbury residents.  Those that he feels 

are relevant are posted on the village website and on the 

NHW board in the village shop. 

 

If any readers would like to receive these by email please let 

Tony have your email address: 

 
TONY.LORNA@HOTMAIL.CO.UK  

dedicated leadership has advanced Stockbury Parish Council 

during some difficult times. Lyle’s will be a very difficult act 

to follow. 

I would also like to thank Mr Collins who stood down from 

the council and welcome Mr Adams who was voted in by 

yourselves. 

The sad loss of our Parish Clerk Eileen Buxton came 

suddenly just before the election. Eileen and her late husband 

Robert had served the Parish since the 70’s, Eileen’s 

guidance will be greatly missed.  However this means that 

the PC will move forward with a new Clerk, new Chairman 

and the knowledge that the parishioners have voted. 

I have listened with interest to concerned parishioners who 

have told me that some people feel that the PC is 

unapproachable and secretive. I can assure you this is not the 

case, we would welcome more people to come along to the 

monthly meetings to see how we conduct business. However 

if you do not have the time, or feel uncomfortable 

communicating in public, then log onto the village web site 

and use the new e-mail facility.  

parishcouncil@stockbury.org.uk  here you can also find the 

details of the councillors and their individual contact details. 

Please don’t be shy in joining in please pass on your ideas, 

comments and grievances, it’s your Parish, we are all part of 

it. 

Dave Tomsett – Chairman 

Match Report on Sunday 20th May v Great Chart 

by Dan Bulbrook 

Stockbury won the toss and decided to bat first, but accurate 

and consistent bowling from Great Chart's opening bowlers 

reduced Stockbury to 30-5, with some late contributions 

setting Great Chart an achievable looking target of 69. 

 Great Chart set about this target around an hour before tea 

and began comfortably, before a devastating spell of pace 

bowling from Tom Bulbrook (6-15) ripped apart Great Chart's 

top order, leaving them a surprising 26-7 at tea. Great Chart 

rallied after the break, but had simply lost too many wickets 

for too little runs earlier in their innings, as Stockbury were 

able to finish off what was an enthralling match through 

Pearson and Emery.  
 
Stockbury 1st X1 

    R B 4s 6s 

Daniel Bulbrook LBW b I Duffy  3  7  0  0  

Hal Pearson  b I Duffy  7  17  1  0  

L Newell ct M Williamson b D McGoldrick  4  19  0  0  

Thomas Bulbrook * ct C Taylor b I Duffy  16  21  3  0  

N Emery  b D McGoldrick  0  2  0  0  

Phil Johnson ct C Taylor b I Duffy  5  14  1  0  

Steven Claire  b P Ticehurst  14  18  1  0  

J Brignall + LBW b C Taylor  18  34  3  0  

L Collins Not Out   1  17  0  0  

A Brown  b P Ticehurst  1  8  0  0  

M Collins ct D Daniels b P Ticehurst  0  3  0  0  

 Extras   0 

 Total (all out 26.5 overs) 69 

Bowling 

 O M R W Nb Wd 

D McGoldrick 9 2 20 2 0  0  

I Duffy 9 0 34 4 0  0  

P Ticehurst 4.5 2 8 3 0  0  

C Taylor 4 2 7 1 0  0  

 

Great Chart CC - Sunday 2nd XI 

    R B 4s 6s 
D Daniels LBW b Thomas Bulbrook 9  28  2  0  

I Baker LBW b Thomas Bulbrook 5  10  1  0  

I Duffy  b Thomas Bulbrook 0  4  0  0  

J Ainsley  b Thomas Bulbrook 0  1  0  0  

D Woollaston ro Hal Pearson  0  1  0  0  

 

Prior ct J Brignall b Hal Pearson  2  13  0  0  

M Williamson  b Thomas Bulbrook 4  10  1  0  

C Taylor  b Thomas Bulbrook 0  4  0  0  

D McGoldrick Not Out   16  36  0  0  

K Hillyard +  b N Emery  3  17  0  0  

P Ticehurst * ct L Newell b N Emery  6  19  1  0  

 Extras ( 2b 2lb 3w 1nb )  8 

 Total (all out , 24 overs)  53 

 

Fall of Wickets 

12-1 ; 12-2 ; 12-3 ; 12-4 ; 23-5 ; 26-6 ; 26-7 ; 26-8 ; 36-9 ; 53-10 ; 

 

Bowling 

 O M R W Nb Wd 

Thomas Bulbrook 9 4 15 6 1  0  

N Emery 8 2 23 2 0  3  

Hal Pearson 7 2 11 1 0  0 

STOCKBURY Cricket Club  
in association  
with Hartlip CC 

See the last page for the larger version of these Silver 

Jubilee photos sent in by Tina Jacobs. 

mailto:parishcouncil@stockbury.org.uk
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STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
Its June already; how did we get to the middle of the year so fast?  Must say it feels more like October! 

 

June heralds our 2nd birthday and our thoughts turn to our summer (?) days out.  We begin this year back at the Whitstable 

Oyster Festival as I know many of you have asked if we are returning there this year.  The date for your diaries is Sunday 22nd 

July; fingers crossed the weather will have improved its temperament dramatically by then so no galoshes or thermal 

underwear will be necessary!  The fare will be £4.00 return however if you possess a valid National Bus Pass, you travel free; 

you just need to flash your pass at us. 

 

As always, our trips out are reliant on passenger numbers and we do need a minimum of 10 passengers for this trip to run; so if 

you would like to join us on a sunny (we can but hope) Sunday by the coast, please ring me on 07551-454702 or send an email 

to communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk to book your seats. 

 

On a final note, there will not be a bus service to Hempstead Valley on Thursday 7th June, for which we apologise 

Fiona x 

STOCKBURY  CRICKET  CLUB 
In association with  

HARTLIP CC 

GRAND  CRICKET  QUIZ ! 
In aid of club funds 

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

Saturday July 28th  7.30p.m. 
 

£5 per head with tables of up to 8 people 
 

Bring your own drinks; snacks provided 
 

To book a table  
ring Chris on   01795 843 715   
or Keith on    01795 843 129 

Sponsored by 

Community Bus Weekly Schedule 

  

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 
  

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m. close to where you live 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat and for all enquires. 

“Altered Images 7” 
A new pilgrim’s way! 

 
An exhibition of silkscreen works 

By new-to-Kent ALASTAIR RILEY 
JULY 14-26 [NOT Sundays]10-4. 

 
Nucleus Arts 272 High St, Chatham. 

 
“Ragged Wood” [£135 framed] 

An orchard with sheep in Stockbury 

will be on display!  
 

Do come!   Call Alastair 07786 241374 
for further details 

(see this picture in colour on 
www.stockbury.org.uk) 

mailto:communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.kent.gov.uk/default.aspx
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Mid Kent Downs Bulletin  
(abridged by the Editor) 

Trees to Treasure 
We are pleased to announce the launch of a two year project 

that aims to plant 15,000 trees in the north, west and centre 

of Kent that the Mid kent Downs Countryside Partnership 

are delivering in partnership with three of our sister CMPs.  

The project will work with local community groups to 

develop and deliver tree planting projects which will benefit 

local groups as well as the wider communities.  The project 

is supported by the Big Tree Plant, a national campaign run 

by the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs (DEFRA) and the Forestry Commission and has only 

been made possible by additional support given by 

Maidstone Borough Council. 

 This project has 15,000 trees to give away over two years 

and can provide help and support from simply providing the 

trees to offering training in how to plant and maintain the 

trees for the future.  

 The Countryside Management Partnerships would like to 

invite community groups and organisations who are 

interested in taking part in the project to contact them to 

discuss their project, or alternatively to complete the 

application form which can be downloaded from our 

website: http://www.midkentdowns.org.uk/item.php?s=17 

If you would like to take part in the initiative please contact 

Mike or Sally at MKDCP: mike.phillips@kentdowns.org.uk 

Boost for Traditional Orchards 
The Countryside Management Partnerships have been 

successful in applying for a first stage grant from the 

Heritage Lottery Fund to develop a major bid that will 

support traditional orchards across the county but 

specifically in the fruit growing belt of Maidstone and 

Swale.  Traditional orchards are those orchards with large 

trees and traditional fruit varieties.  These types of trees, as 

well as being part of our shared heritage and an important 

component of the landscape, are particularly good for 

wildlife as the trees contain old and rotting wood which is 

great for invertebrates and the grassland beneath can provide 

a home for a host of other wildlife species.  The project aims 

to support local communities who would like to plant and 

manage traditional orchards and educate others about the 

importance of these habitats. 

Grant Information 
The latest news concerning grants which local groups can 

apply for to fund their projects.  If you would like to discuss 

funding for a project please contact the Mid Kent Downs 

Countryside Partnership team on 01303 815170 or 

midkentdowns@kentdowns.org.uk 

Nineveh Charitable Trust 
The Nineveh Charitable Trust provides research grants and 

charitable funding for projects that promote agriculture, 

horticulture, silviculture, ecology, land conservation & 

management and preservation of the countryside. They are 

based in Kent and have given grants in Kent before.  They 

generally fund environmental projects up to £10,000 in 

value.  Visit their website for more information: http://

www.ninevehtrust.org.uk/ 

Awards for All: Webinar Training 
Awards for All is a very useful entry level grant for 

community groups but it is important that your application 

hits all of the right buttons.  These training sessions should 

provide voluntary and community groups with an increased 

understanding of the Awards for All programme and how to 

strengthen their applications. The 1½ hr session will 

commence at 2 pm on 12 June 2012. Places will be 

allocated on a first come, first served basis. Contact 

gemma.pearce@ccberks.org.uk for more information. 

English Woodland Grant Scheme 
The Forestry Commission offer grants to woodland owners 

to help manage their woodlands sustainably, improve 

access or to plant new woodlands.  Visit the Forestry 

Commission website for more information or contact us 

here at the Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership as we 

may be able to help you access this funding. 

Events 
Friends of Boxley Warren 

Wildlife Walk  (wildflowers and butterflies) - Sunday, June 

24th (10.00am - 1.00pm) 

Bat Walk (led by Kent Bat Group) - Thursday, August 

23rd (8.00pm - 10.00pm) 

More dates to be announced shortly so keep an eye on the 

website 

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group 

Discover Chalk Grassland Training - Saturday, June 16th 

(10.00am - 3.30pm) 

Tree Identification Walk - Saturday, 28th July (10.00am - 

4.00pm) 

Volunteer Task Days usually every 3rd Sunday of the 

month. 

For more information go to http://

www.midkentdowns.org.uk/events.php 

Gorham & Admiral Community Woodlands 

Practical Day - Thursday, August 9th (10.00am – 4.00pm) 

See http://gorhamandadmiralwoods.org.uk/index.shtml 

Heaths Countryside Corridor 

Sweetly Watered Place (an outdoor play) - Sunday, July 

1st (Time to be confirmed) 

For more information go to their website: http://

www.heathscc.co.uk/index.php?

option=com_eventlist&view=eventlist&Itemid=4 

Park Farm Community Cherry Orchard, Lynsted 

Cherry Day - Saturday, July 7th (12noon - 4.00pm) 

 

Additional Sources of Help 

For more information about external funding and to use 

Kent County Council’s online grant finding software visit: 

open4community.info/kent 

An “abstract”of the MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

STOCKBURY PARISH COUNCIL 16th April 2012 

Full minutes [unsigned] shortly available on Village web 

1. To Receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

for all Elected Councillors. 

All elected members signed their Declaration of Acceptance 

of Office. 

2. Appointment of Temporary Parish Clerk. 

Councillor Cathcart asked for member’s approval to appoint 

Mrs Sherrie Babington as Temporary Clerk for the time 

being. This was proposed by Councillor Woods, seconded 

by Councillor Tomsett and agreed by all present. 

3. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman. 

It was proposed by Councillor Cathcart to appoint 

Councillor Tomsett as Chairman, this was seconded by  



Page 9 

 

Councillor Woods and a vote was cast in favour of this 

appointment. 

 Mr Tomsett accepted this position and signed his 

Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 Councillor Mace proposed Councillor Woods as Vice-

Chairman; this was seconded by Councillor Porter and 

agreed by all present. Councillor Woods accepted this 

position. 

4. Apologies. 

Apologies were received from Maidstone Borough 

Councillor Mrs Parvin. 

5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters 

Arising. 

The minutes from the previous meeting were circulated to 

all present. These were proposed by Councillor Cathcart, 

seconded by Councillor Porter and agreed by all present. 

Matters Arising: 

Planning Matters – Councillor Cockett asked for 

clarification regarding the locations of the Oast House.  

Telephone Box – Councillor Porter informed members that 

the redundant BT Telephone Box would be removed by BT 

by the end of June 2012. 

Mobile Library – Members were informed that Councillor 

Whittle had looked into the problems with the mobile library 

and she had received an apology for the misunderstanding 

regarding this. 

6. Reports from External Parties. 

No matters were raised. 

7. Declaration of Interests. 

No interests were declared. 

8. Public. 

The Chairman asked members of the public present at the 

meeting if there were any matters that they wished to discuss 

during the course of the meeting. 

A resident raised concerns about the flooding at the bottom 

of his lane. 

9. Police Report. 

The Chairman that he had been informed that PCSO De 

Burca would be in attendance at the meeting, however this 

was not the case. 

 Councillor Cathcart spoke regarding the new policing 

structure and gave a crime report to the meeting.  He 

informed members that for April 2012, there had been six 

crimes reported. 

 He suggested that the Paint Ball Site should be 

considered regarding planning matters. 

 Councillor Cathcart spoke of the additional crimes that he 

was aware of that had occurred outside of the Parish. 

He reported that regular updates were still being circulated 

by the Neighbourhood Watch Representative, Tony Kerr. 

It was suggested that these issues could be reported on the 

Village Website. Councillor Porter stated that he would look 

into this matter. 

10. Highways. 

A249 Unsociable Activities – Councillor Cathcart spoke 

regarding the problem occurring along the A249.  

Aerodrome Approach – Councillor Cathcart reported that 

the rubbish in this area had not yet been cleared;  

 The Chairman stated that the owner of the Aerodrome site 

had confirmed that he was going to place double yellow 

lines along the site access road, cut back the overgrown 

vegetation and erect barriers at the entrance to the site. 

 Councillor Cathcart spoke regarding the 20mph speed 

limit for the village. 

 Councillor Porter stated that although there was a lot of 

support for the speed limit, there may also be some 

opposition if it involved traffic calming measurers. 

 Councillor Cathcart stated that KCC Councillor Jenny 

Whittle had indicated that she had a budget for the signage. 

Councillor Porter stated that he would collect the petition for 

the speed limit.. 

 Flooding Plumb Tree Lane – Councillor Cathcart 

informed members that he had mentioned this problem 

during his recent meeting with Kent Highways and he 

suggested that this should be followed up with a site 

meeting. 

 Councillor Cockett spoke regarding the pothole repairs 

along South Street. 

11. Planning Matters. 

It was reported that no planning applications had been 

received during the course of the month. 

 The Chairman informed members that the PC had 

received confirmation of a TPO 2 of 12 for Brickfield Shaw. 

 Members queried the status of the recent planning 

application for Pett Valley Stables.  

 Councillor Cathcart spoke regarding the Three Squirrels. 

12. Financial Matters. 

Mr Williams – Treasurer gave a report to members. 

Mr Williams presented the Annual Concurrent Functions 

Return to all present. He informed members that he was still 

in the process of finalising Mrs Buxton’s salary and this 

would be done in the near future. 

 The Chairman informed members of the accounts to be 

paid for month and the cheques were duly authorised. 

Councillor Adams was appointed Responsible Finance 

Officer. 

 Councillor Cathcart spoke regarding the Concurrent 

Functions Review and the new scheme that was replacing 

this.  

External Reports: 

KCC Councillor Whittle was not present at the meeting. 

MBC Councillor Mrs Parvin gave her apologies to the 

meeting. 

PC Councillors. 

The Chairman spoke regarding the change of date for the 

Annual Parish Meeting; he suggested that this was changed 

to 14th June. It was therefore agreed that the Annual Meeting 

of the Parish would now take place on 14th June 2012. 

Councillor Porter stated that he would liaise with all village 

organisations to ensure that they were aware of the date 

change and place notices on the parish notice boards. 

The Chairman reported on other meetings that would take 

place during the course of the month: 

Correspondence. 

The items of correspondence were received and noted by 

members: 

Any Other Business. 

Fiona Moody gave a report regarding the Community Bus.  

A resident spoke regarding the approach road for the 

Aerodrome Estate. She spoke regarding the plans to erect 

posts at Stepps Hill Road to prevent unsociable behaviour. 

Councillor Cathcart stated that the police did not want to 

close the lane. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 

Monday 4th June 
 

The programme is as follows: 
 

4.00pm Planting of a diamond jubilee 
English oak tree on the village 
green by cabinet member and 

councillor Jenny Whittle - KCC 
 

4.30-11.30pm Party in the Church Lane cherry 
orchard.  

 All parishioners are invited to 
bring BBQs and gazebos/tents 
and to have a great time in the 

orchard.  
 

The highlights of the evening will be: 
 
Lighting of the jubilee beacon/bonfire at around 

10.15 pm. This is a timed event, with hundreds 
of beacons lit around the country. For more 

details go to: 
http://www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk 

 

Firework display to follow the bonfire – there 
will be a collection to help pay for the fireworks 

 
The WI will be selling teas and coffees as well 
as running a tombola stall 

 
In order to ensure a good bonfire, we will 

be collecting wood in the orchard on 
THURSDAY 31ST MAY FROM 6.30PM – 
PLEASE COME ALONG AND HELP 

 
We need to raise money to pay for a plaque 

and guarding for Diamond Jubilee oak tree. If 
you would like to contribute, please call Chris 
Porter.   

 
If you have any ideas on things that you would 

like to see happen on the day or if you would 
like to help, please call: 
 

Dave Tomsett  01795 841007 (Daytime) 
Chris Porter  01795 843715 

Mr Williams – Treasurer asked members if they would 

write to Nat West to ensure that the naming on the parish 

councils accounts were correct. 

Sue Gardner from the Stockbury Observer asked for details 

of the elections and the minutes to place in the publication. 

Councillor Adams spoke regarding the village website and 

stated that sections of this were out of date.  

Councillor Adams suggested other ways in which 

communication with residents could be improved. 

A general discussion took place regarding the need to 

engage with the local community especially the younger 

community. 

The duties of Parish Councillors were discussed and it was 

suggested that this matter should be discussed by members 

at an informal meeting before being approved by the PC. 

Jubilee Beacon – The Jubilee celebrations in the village 

were explained and discussed by members. 

14. Date of next Parish Council Meeting. 

 Monday 11th June 2012. 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 

9.14pm. 

http://www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk
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Top10 gardening jobs this month 
 

1. Hoe borders regularly to keep down weeds 

2. Be water-wise, especially in drought-affected areas 

3. Pinch out sideshoots on tomatoes 

4. Harvest lettuce, radish, other salads and early potatoes 

5. Position summer hanging baskets and containers outside 

6. Cut lawns at least once a week 

7. Plant out summer bedding 

8. Stake tall or floppy plants 

9. Prune many spring-flowering shrubs 

10. Shade greenhouses to keep them cool and prevent scorch 

Judith Sanford: Secretary 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

 

Post Office hours     
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Hello from the  

Stockbury Cottage Gardeners.   
 

The meeting in May was Paul Sanford (our 

chairman) showing us how to plant up hanging baskets. The 

members had a go themselves in the workshop afterwards 

which was good fun for all. 

 For our next meeting, we are going to use the Community 

Bus to go to Mrs Susan Scrivens garden in Hythe to look at 

all her lovely roses etc.  We all enjoyed it so much last time 

but since then she has had to do a lot of re-planting because 

of the bad weather but we hope that it will still be just as 

lovely. So members, please remember the bus leaves the 

Village Hall at 6pm. 

 Then it will be our Sweet Pea & Rose Show on the 23rd of 

June and we look forward to lots of entries so that we can 

make a lovely display. Don’t forget the doors open to the 

public at 2pm. There will be the usual refreshments and our 

plant and produce stall, so we look forward to seeing you 

there. 

 June 21 is the longest day of the year, and the extra light 

and warmth encourages the garden to put on an exuberant 

burst of growth. But this extra light and warmth also means 

weeds will sprout up from seemingly nowhere. Keep on top 

of them by hoeing regularly in dry conditions. Herbaceous 

borders are reaching their early summer peak and the kitchen 

garden is becoming productive. 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

Saturday 16th June 10:15—11:00 am 

 

Http:/www.maidstone.gov.uk/

environment_and_planning/

recycling,_rubbish_and_waste/

Saturday_freighter_service.aspx 

 
 

 Sweet Pea & Rose Show 
 

 To be Held at Stockbury Memorial Village Hall on 
 

23rd June 2012 
 

Doors Will Open at 2pm 
 

Raffle Plant Stall Refreshments 
 

Free Entry 
 

Every one is welcome to come and browse 

We look forward to seeing you  

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out front of Stockbury Village Hall 

every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 
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STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
 

At our book club meeting this month we 

began with Brenda Mace reading from our 

poetry book Best Loved Poems (edited by 

Neil Philip).  Brenda chose two poems to read: 'Remember' 

by Christina Rossetti (Brenda gave us some interesting 

history of the poet including the fact that she wrote 'In The 

Bleak Mid Winter') and also 'Biby's Epitaph' - anon (some 

of us 'cough' older readers by recognise it as a jovial little 

song called 'Mother's Lament' recorded by the band Cream 

in the 60's). Next month another book club member will 

select and read a poem for us. 

 The book we read this month was Alone In Berlin by 

Hans Fallada.  Overall, we gave this a rating of about 8/9 

out of 10, so it was a well-liked book.  This surprised most 

of us, since it is set in second world war Berlin and 

describes the oppression suffered by some Germans during 

that time. Most of us agreed that persevering through the 

thought-provoking text was worth it, as towards the end we 

all wanted to know the outcome.  This was based on a true 

story and well worth reading as it helps us to realise the 

risks ordinary German people took when standing out 

against Hitler's regime at that time. 

 Next month we read Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and 

Sweet by Jamie Ford.  If you can, have a read and see if you 

agree with our comments appearing in next month's 

Observer! 

Denise Summer 

Stockbury Parish  Council 

Election Results, Thursday 3rd May 2012 

 Votes 

David John Desmond Tomsett 161 Elected 

Christopher Leonard Porter 139 Elected 

John Blyth Cockett 135 Elected 

Frank Stuart Mace 121 Elected 

Lyle Cathcart 119 Elected 

Christopher Paul Adams 113 Elected 

Philip Graham Woods 104 Elected 

Barry Michael Pladdys 94 Not elected 

 

Maidstone Borough Council 

Daphne Parvin—Conservative 442 Elected 

Carol Anne Vizzard—Independent 115 Not elected 

Audrey Dorothea Gardner—Labour 84 Not elected 

Sarah Ann Goodwin—Green Party 66 Not elected 

Stockbury Parish Council 
 

There is a currently a vacancy for the position of clerk 

to the parish council and applications are invited to fill 

this role. The key activity of the Clerk is to manage all 

administrative activities and to ensure that the council 

conducts its business in a manner which is consistent 

with legal and other requirements. The clerk also 

provides independent, objective and professional 

advice and support. Specific responsibilities include 
 

 ensuring that the council conducts its business 

lawfully 

 administering all the council's administration and 

keeping proper records 

 attending all council meetings 

 ensuring that meeting papers are properly prepared 

and the public is aware of meeting times 

 communicating the council's decisions 

 attending various seminars as required for CPD 

(continuous professional development) 

 
This is a paid part time job and the successful applicant 

will have extensive administrative experience and be 

able to demonstrate that they can successfully deal with 

a variety of external organizations. If you are interested 

and would like more information, please contact Dave 

Tomsett, chairman on 07798633636  

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

The Harrow Pub 
 

Fish & Chips Night 

From £7.95 

1st June (every 1st Friday of the month) 

From 6 pm—9 pm bookings taken 

================== 

Sunday Roast 

£7.95—1 course 

£9.50—2 courses 

£12.50—3 courses 

From 12—3 pm 

================== 

Lunches and Evening Meals also served  

Tuesdays—Sundays 

Phone 01795 842546 
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Stockbury ParishStockbury Parish

Open EveningOpen Evening

The parish council invites you to the 

Annual Parish Meeting 

•Find out what the council has 
been doing

•Meet village clubs and see what 

they have to offer 

Thursday 14th June  
7.00-9.00pm

Stockbury Village Hall

Please come along and enjoy a social evening 

where you can find out more about what goes on 

and meet fellow villagers over a cup of tea or 

coffee

NEW

DATE!



Page 14 

 

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 

 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist – Church Steward - Freddie Davey  

  01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey  01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Judith Sanford 01795 479440 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 

Maidstone BC Councillor—Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

  07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch—Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 

  01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Newspaper correspondents for KM 

 Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Observer Editor—Sue Gardner

 Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

timharnold@btinternet.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency 01622 690690 or 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 Including contacting our rural PCs 

Rural Police Officer  
 PCSO Siobhan De Burta 07772 225983 

  01622 604390 

or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 

@kent.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 

0800 555111 

Public Footpaths – PROW Officer—John Pelham 

    01732 872829 ext  4 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis  01795 844524 

South East Water emergency   0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W. I.- Brenda Mace  01622 88 4746 

Puzzle Solutions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 

If you missed the deadline for advertising in the 

Stockbury Observer, it’s not too late.  The annual rates 

for advertising in this publication remains unchanged 

for the second year running for 2012-13: 

 Adverts less than 12 months duration and 

smaller sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis. 

 To run your ad for next year, from the July 2012 

issue, please email stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

with your advertisement if you are a new customer, or 

confirm your intent and I will send you details of how 

to pay. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this 

parish, so don’t miss out on this unique opportunity to 

promote your business. 

 

£85 for a half page 

£55 for a quarter page 

 

The Editor 

STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 

 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
 

The Feb-April minutes will soon be available on the 

stockbury.org.uk website.  Due to space the May 

minutes have been cut down and the detailed 

(unsigned) minutes will shortly be available on the 

web site. 

FUN QUIZ 

In aid of 

Stockbury Church 

 

SATURDAY 

30th JUNE 2012 
 

Stockbury Village Hall 

7.30pm start 
 

£5.50 per person 

 

Team of 6-8 per table and includes 

soft drinks and nibbles  

(Bring own glasses) 
 

Contact Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk
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Dear Editor 

I came across these old photos of the village children when Stockbury held their silver jubilee celebrations in 1977.  Being that 

it’s now the Queen’s diamond jubilee, I wondered if any other people can remember these photos being taken and if anybody 

has any other photos to share? 

Tina Jacobs 

 

(What about bringing any photos or memorabilia to the Jubilee Beacon picnic in the cherry orchard on the 4th June? - Check 

out the Stockbury website to see larger versions of these photos: Ed) 

 


