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Diary for August 2015 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise 
shown. 

 

Sun 2nd Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tues 4th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 5th No Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

Thur 6th Gardeners 8.00‐10.00pm 

Fri 7th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 9th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tues 11th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 12th Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

    WI 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 14th Gardeners 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sat 15th Flower Show 10.30‐3.30pm 

Sun 16th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

    Cricket 2.00‐7.00pm 

Tues 18th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 19th No Pilates 9.30‐10.30 am 

    Craft Club 1.00‐3.00pm 

    Parish Council 7.00‐9.30pm 

Fri 21st Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 23rd Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tue 25th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 26th No Pilates 9.30‐10.30 am 

Fri 28th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 30th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

August 2015 

Regulars:  St Mary Magdalene Service dates; W.I. note; 
Poet’s Corner; Gardeners; NSY Club;  

Reports/Articles: Crime Report;  

Notices & Dates:  

Deadline dates 2015; Community Bus schedule; Library; 
Book Club; Maidstone SO concerts ; etc. 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 

The minutes for our parish council meeting will be 
approved at the following meeting and will then be pub-
lished on www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the meet-
ing at which they were approved 

CRIME REPORT 

This is a crime and community message 
from Maidstone & District Neighbourhood 
Watch. We would like to inform you of the 
following information for your area. 
 
A Trident horse box was stolen from a field 
in Hill Green Road, Stockbury between 
10.20pm on 6 July and 6.25am on 7 July. 
Crime report no. YY/013351/15 
 
If you have any information in connection 
with this message, please dial 101. 

S.O.S. ! 
Stockbury and Hartlip Minibus 

The minibus continues to run 3 times each week to local 
shopping centres and is a well used and essential part of 

the life of our villages.  
BUT 

we urgently require more volunteer drivers 
to ensure its successful continuation. The requirements 

are : 
Anyone with a full driving licence between the ages of  
25-70, prepared to drive for 2 or 3 mornings each 
month 
The mornings you drive are determined by you. Full 
training will be given. If you could spare a couple of 
hours 2/3 times each month it would be much appreci-
ated. Please call . . . .  

 
Fiona Moody 07751 454702 
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Visit us on: 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

 

You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   

 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 

 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND SLUDGE 

REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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St Augustine’s RC Church  

Deanwood Drive, Rainham Mass times are 
Saturday 10 am and 6 pm, Sunday 9.30 am and 
11 am and week days 9.15 am every day and also 
8 pm on Fridays.   

Please come along enjoy the services. 

 

  

 

 

 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Stockbury 

Summer Musings 
Something that keeps coming back 
Is the problem of M20 STACK? 
 
 Sending the traffic down Biming Lane 
Causing the locals a great deal of pain 
 
 The County Show was a great success 
With the sunshine arriving in excess! 
 
 The veg show was great for produce on hoofs 
But the Red Arrows nearly took off our roofs 
 
 John Cockett 

Stockbury Playing Field - Wooden Seats 

 

 As many of you will have seen, the seats on the playing field have 
deteriorated to such an extent that they need to be replaced. The 
Hall and Playing Fields Committee are asking if any parishioners 
would like to sponsor a seat as a memorial to their loved one. 

If so, please contact :-  

Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

STOCKBURY CHURCH MONTHLY  

DRAW RESULTS 

£50 ticket 90 

   £20  ticket 176                             

  £10  ticket 210 

Stockbury Church 

 

 On a very hot day Stockbury Villagers and Church 
members answered the call “Your Church needs 
you” to clear the Bell Tower and remove flints from 
the lower graveyard to make mowing easier.   It was 
hard work in the Tower, as the three men working 
there Alan, Phil and Colin found out.  When they 
had finished they looked like the original “Ghost 
Busters”, all white and dusty!  The flint movers also 
worked hard and the refreshments laid on were 
much appreciated.  Meanwhile, in the Church, bat 
droppings were hoovered up (again) , pews polished 
and  brasses cleaned.  The Church looks splendid 
for the weddings and  christenings soon to take 
place. 

Many thanks to our Team of helpers who gave their 
time.        BM 

 

  

 

 The services in August are as follows:- 

 2 August – 6.0pm Sung Communion 

9 August – 6.0pm Evensong 

16 August – 6.0pm Sung Communion 

23 august – 6.0pm Evensong 

*30 August - 10.30am benefice service for the six 
churches. 

 * NB change of time. 

  The church is now open from 10.00am to 4.0pm 
every Saturday and Sunday until the end of Sep-
tember. You are invited to visit and enjoy the 
peace of this special building.  

 

 Details of the range of services held within the 
benefice of the six parishes, to which Stockbury 
belongs, and can also be found on the parishes' 
website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The 
Revd Liz Cox .   

 For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please 
contact The Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 
844241 

 

 Penny Stevens -PCC secretary   
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The Harrow Public House STOCKBURY  

Telephone: 01795 842546  or 07973 282818 

Email: theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Roy wishes you a warm and hearty welcome to The Harrow, a 200 year old public house. I 
hope you enjoy your meal, if you do then please tell others, if you don’t then please tell us!  

We pride ourselves on providing quality food, 
not fast food, using local producers whenever 
possible. 

 

See us 
on 
Facebook 

or  

We carry a wide range of beers, 
wines and spirits many of which 
are not on show so please ask if 
you cannot see your favourite. 

Our Opening Times are: 
 

Mon 11.00 am – 9.00 pm 

Tues –Sat 11.00 am – 11.00 pm 

Sunday 12.00 pm – 9.00 pm 

 

Please look out for our specials Board  -  
For events. 

Food is served every day. 

Monday –Saturday 12.00pm-8.00pm 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 
4AW 

We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Fe-
male  

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne 

 

Make every day a  

M B Farms Opening Hours 

  

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am —5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00a.m.—3.00p.m. 

Post Office hours 

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri        9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wednesday 9.00a.m.—4.00p.m.  

 

Saturday 9.00a.m.– 12.00 noon. 
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We carry out plumbing, heating  

and property maintenance 

 

A family run business  

with over 20 years of experience 

Please call or email us  

for a no obligation quote on:  

01795 410032 or 



Stockbury Gardeners August 2015 

 

 
DOG POOH BAGS 

My answer to the puzzle of abandoned dog poo in bags:- 
I too am an owner of dogs and have also wondered why 
bags of dog poo are left on the ground or in trees. My   
theory is that dog owners know that they are required to 
bag it and bin it, but there is quite often no disposal bin 
nearby, so they leave it on the ground or hang it on a 
branch to retrieve it on the way back instead of carrying it 
around on the remainder of the walk. Most waste bins are 
situated at the entrance of walking areas and I think that 
owners just forget to pick up their bags on the way out. 
 

 FIRE STARTERS 

Perhaps someone can help me with my puzzle – I would 
like to know why is it, that on a lovely sunny day when 
most normal people want to open up their windows to let 
in fresh air, put the washing out to dry, or just enjoy a few 
hours in the garden, somebody has to go and light up a 
bonfire and fill the air (and my lungs) with smoke and sooty 
deposits for the next few days. Then, when that one is 
done with, somebody else nearby lights up another one!! 
And here we go again….. 
Can all you fire starters out there please consider others 
before burning your rubbish ? 
 

 Heather Tomsett  
 
  

 
The Rosary Saved Our Lives  
A teacher in the USA tells how a salesman called to the school. When he 
produced his pen, she noticed that a Rosary beads had got caught onto 
the pen’s dip and came out as well. “You must be a Catholic”, she re-
marked. Not really,” but a lot of us owe our lives to Our Lady, and I 
promised her I would always keep my Rosary with me and say it every 
day.”  
 
 The story that unfolded ran: It was May 1940 and we joined the Air 
Force in late September. At Halifax, we were given an intensive training 
course, because we were needed overseas. 

We were grouped into squadrons each of which consisted of six to ten 
planes, and each was trained to manoeuvre as a unit. About thrifty to fifty 
men made up a squadron, along with the squadron leader who gave al 
the orders and kept us functioning in unity. 

They told us that we were going overseas and would be in action right 
away. We would be on night missions over enemy territory. We eagerly 
awaited our new squadron leader. As an officer he would, we believed, 
go straight to the officers’ quarters. 

However, this squadron leader, Stan Fulton, in full uniform, headed for 
our bunk house, where he settled in with the rest of us, saying, “There’s 
a free bunk and I’m tired, I’ll meet each of you tomorrow. We’re to 
spend some dangerous hours together, but let’s hope we all meet back 
here when it’s over. 

With that, he threw his bag on an upper bunk. Our squadron leader, an 
officer, sleeping here with us! We liked him at once and our liking and 
admiration grew each day. 

That first night he knelt on the floor and prayed his Rosary in “silence” – As-
tounded we were, struck dumb. 

When he finished, he looked at us with his friendly smile and said “I hope 
you guys don’t mind a fellow saying some prayers because where we’re 
going, we’re going to need them.” 

Continued page 11 

Two things in life are for certain where Stockbury is con-
cerned. Flints and hills. 

When the heat is as it has been, the hills become prominent 
and the flints make digging and weeding hard work, however 
when you speak to the local farmers they swear that the 
flints help moisture retention .Mm not  too sure I agree with 
that. 

I will start this month with a tip from Bangladesh. A good 
friend of mine who owns a local restaurant told me how I 
really should grow Coriander, and in order to ensure a good 
germination rate, soak a handful of seeds wrapped tightly in 
muslin placed  in water for 5/6 days and then broadcast in 
the garden or in a large pot of compost, this will I am sure 
work. This surely must work for other hard shelled seeds 
such as sweet peas etc. let me know if you have any other 
suggestions. 

Chelsea show this year as I have previously mentioned had a 
stand displayed by a local garden artist/designer. I noticed a 
characteristic highly polished  parabolic disc made from a 
material called phosphor bronze. The dish was fixed to a wall 
of old brick and some Ivy was encouraged to grow around 
the dish which was some 30” in diameter. It was very attrac-
tive with the shining  brown metallic finish complementing 
the browns , red and green of the ivy. 

My company works for the manufacturer of the disc on 
other projects, and so I mentioned to the artist who hap-
pened to be on the stand that I thought I recognized the 
work of the well-known metal polishing company. Indeed he 
had subcontracted the fabrication of the disc to the said firm. 
It was whilst speaking at length with him that we heard a 
sudden scream from the direction of the stand from a 
woman who was becoming more upset, as her leather coat 
was set on fire!!!!!!! 

 Those of you who have the slightest interest in physics will 
understand that a parabola has a focal spot, and as the sun 
went lower in the sky so the focal spot went lower until it 
me a dark leather surface set at 90 degrees and enhanced by 
a rather large ladies bust…… more about Chelsea next 
month. 

The gardeners meet on the first Thursday of August, where 
there will be a three section discussion on how to start 
showing with , vegetables, and home economics? And flow-
ers. at  8 pm. 

Several Stockbury gardeners’ members held the flag high 
winning trophies during the Kent county show at Detling. 
The show was judged by Jim Buttress who was the presenter 
of “The Allotment Challenge on ” BBC 1. One lucky person 
won the best in show and was presented with the Kent 
county challenge cup. 

Other  great news, congratulations go out  to Lex and Steve 
who are now Mr and Mrs. Sargent. 

Tip of the month, keep them watered, and if you go on holi-
day ask a good neighbour to water them. 

Have a great summer. 

Chris Spree 
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Oil Boiler Specialists  
 

A big thank you to all my loyal customers. 

I have been doing a lot of training  

and readying my company for the new RHI launch and to 
this effect we can now offer you biomass boilers  

(log, pellet and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

All design and installs in-house  

and this will allow you to gain the MCS payment from the 
government to cover the cost of installation.  

I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you all 

and keep your oil boilers running at their best. 

 

Give me a call or email 
 

Mark Viccars  

Local Electrician 

Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates  

 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

MAIDSTONE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Concert Dates 

Ticket information 

Single concert tickets are £10, £20 and £25 

Full time Students with a student card £5 

Season tickets (5 tickets) are £45, £85 or £105 

Children up to and including 18 years of age are FREE 

All tickets available from the Membership Secretary,  

Alan Veal on 07817429143 (cash or cheque only) 

Tickets can be collected on the concert evening at Mote Hall Bookings can 
also be taken using the form on www.mso.org.uk 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 

It’s never too late...to advertise in the Stockbury Observer 

Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and have remained unchanged for the fifth, consecutive year: 

 £85 for a half page £55 for a quarter page 

Our advertising year started in June and new adverts for less than 12 months duration will be charged on a pro-rata basis and prices on 
application for ads smaller than a quarter page.  If you would like to take out an ad for the remainder of our advertising year, please email -
stockburyobserver@gmail.com to express your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent along with details of how to pay. 

If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, preferably in MS Word, Powerpoint or Publisher.  Please bear in mind when designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may 
not look so good in black and white on the paper version, despite looking great on our web version. 



VILLAGE SIGN 

 Thanks to everyone who has put forward their views 
on the forthcoming village sign. We have taken these 
comments on board and made some alterations to 
the proposed design. The photocopy on the back 
page of last month’s Observer did not portray the 
design very well therefore to enable parishioners to 
fully understand and visualise the 3D effect of the 
new sign a full scale model is being prepared which 
will be on display at MB Farms shortly.  

Please e-mail parishcouncil@stockbury.org.uk or talk 
to any of the councillors with your views; we     
welcome comments to enable us to finalise the design 
before commissioning the final article. 

 Dave Tomsett 

Stockbury Parish Council 

Book Club Report for July 

The Book we read this month was  

The Sunrise by Victoria Hislop. 

 It was also our Summer Bar-b-que year the sun did definitely not 
shine upon us! However due to all the scrumptious food prepared by 
everyone (including you Glen) we had a thoroughly enjoyable evening. 
Thank you to Bev and Glen for hosting us this year.   
    Unfortunately reviews of the book were 
not particularly favourable – most people feeling they had enjoyed her 
other novels much more. This one was not felt to be particularly grip-
ping. Without exception we found it difficult to get into, although 
most felt that it did pick up somewhat as it went along.    
         
 The story is set in Cyprus around the time of the Civil war 
between the Greek and Turkish communities, in 1972.  It focuses on a 
married couple Aphrodite and Stavos who are aiming to capitalise on 
the boom in tourists, by building more and more luxurious hotels. 
The novel follows the deterioration in their relationship, as the trou-
bles escalate. Neither character was felt to be particularly well drawn, 
Stavos being described by one in the group as a caricature and Aphro-
dite not particularly believable.      
     On the other hand, the depiction 
of other families (one Greek and one Turkish) was felt to be well 
done, most of us commenting that we learned quite a lot about the 
nature of the conflict and the impact it had on individual families – 
whatever their history.      

Overall we gave it 5.5. Maybe some of you will read it and feel com-
pletely different! 

Moira Cooke 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 24th June Stockbury village hall was the 
venue for a Bakery Workshop run by Master Baker 
John Guyver.  Members enjoyed making a date & walnut 
bread and cheese straws. 

The fun really started when we were asked which shape 
loaf, either a Cottage Loaf or a Plait, we wanted to 
make.  The plaited loaf was the most difficult of the two 
but John made easy work of it.  The two members who 
chose the plait had a little help from John amidst much 
laughter.  We all went home with a freshly baked loaf 
and cheese straws.  A very relaxing day.   

Thank you to Judith Sanford for organising the Work-
shop.   

BM 

W.I. CONTACT - Brenda Mace         01622 874746      

 

Additional to the Crime Report please note that a 
resident has had trouble with an email purporting to be 
TALKTALK but with different account numbers and it 
turned out to be invalid. The resident advised not to 
open suspicious emails and that if you receive such an 
email and open it by mistake, do not open any attach-
ments or links. Call the company to see if the email is 
genuine, look up the number on a separate web site. 

 

NHW Liaison Officer for West Division 
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 The story is set in Cyprus around the time of the Civil war 
between the Greek and Turkish communities, in 1972.  It focuses on a 
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the boom in tourists, by building more and more luxurious hotels. 
The novel follows the deterioration in their relationship, as the trou-
bles escalate. Neither character was felt to be particularly well drawn, 
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     On the other hand, the depiction 
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Moira Cooke 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 24th June Stockbury village hall was the 
venue for a Bakery Workshop run by Master Baker 
John Guyver.  Members enjoyed making a date & walnut 
bread and cheese straws. 

The fun really started when we were asked which shape 
loaf, either a Cottage Loaf or a Plait, we wanted to 
make.  The plaited loaf was the most difficult of the two 
but John made easy work of it.  The two members who 
chose the plait had a little help from John amidst much 
laughter.  We all went home with a freshly baked loaf 
and cheese straws.  A very relaxing day.   

Thank you to Judith Sanford for organising the Work-
shop.   

BM 

W.I. CONTACT - Brenda Mace         01622 874746      

 

Additional to the Crime Report please note that a 
resident has had trouble with an email purporting to be 
TALKTALK but with different account numbers and it 
turned out to be invalid. The resident advised not to 
open suspicious emails and that if you receive such an 
email and open it by mistake, do not open any attach-
ments or links. Call the company to see if the email is 
genuine, look up the number on a separate web site. 

 

NHW Liaison Officer for West Division 
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Bespoke Kitchen, Bathroom & Bedroom Installations 

We provide a full service package which not only includes the supply and installation 
of your new kitchen or bathroom but also all of the associated plumbing & tiling, 
electrical installation, plastering, small building works and decoration. Our highly 
skilled fitters and engineers will see to every detail of your installation from start to 
finish and with each job supervised you can relax and watch your new room take 
shape to your custom design. We are members of Checkatrade with an average rat-
ing of 9.7 and also Kent County Council Trading Standards approved with  all the 
relevant accreditations and insurances.  

A family run business so our reputation is our guarantee.                         

  Telephone 01622 616117                         

website: www.elliottinstall.co.uk   email: elliott.install@gmail.com 

I am a very experienced dog groomer, in the business for 7 years. I recently moved into the area and am pleased to offer my 
mobile van based dog grooming services for all small to medium size breeds.  



  

 

 

 

 

Plantlife’s hugely successful ‘Bee Scene’   survey 
has been rescued by family-owned cereal maker Na-
ture’s Path, after its original funding had ended. Over 
30,000 children have already taken part in the wild 
flower survey since its launch in 2010. Now thousands 
more will have the opportunity to   explore the nature 
on their doorstep and learn about the wild flowers 
growing there.  

 Families  can discover whether their local area is good 
for bumblebees by looking for  bee-friendly wild flowers 
such as foxgloves, dandelions and clovers in their local 
green spaces. The results are then uploaded onto a vir-
tual meadow map of the UK. 

 The survey raises awareness and under-
standing in children of the importance of bio 
diversity in their local area, starting them on a 
path to enjoying wild flowers and realising their 
importance as part of our natural heritage. It 
also helps them understand the importance of 
wild plants for our declining pollinators. 90% of 
teachers who did the survey reported that 'Bee 
scene' had given them new learning about the 
natural environment and helped pupils under-
stand that different wild plants are important for 
bees.  

 Nature's Path has a strong commitment to 
sustainability and the natural environment and 
has stepped in to enable the Bee Scene         
initiative to reach many thousands more     
children and families this year after its National 
Lottery funding ended. A spokesperson     
comments “As an organic, family owned    
company, with a strong commitment to the 
natural environment we recognise the          
importance of educating children early about 
the importance of our wild flowers and the   
pollinators that rely on them. We are thrilled to 
be able to support Plantlife to continue this    
fantastic survey, so that many more children 
and families can take part and 'Bee Scene'. 

 'Bee Scene' is a simple and effective way to      
encourage children and their families into their local 
parks or countryside - to enjoy them together away 
from the television screen, computer games and 
other pressures of modern life.  By using a simple 
flower key, they are able to count different flower 
shapes and colours and look out for bumblebees, 
so helping children understand how valuable their 
local green spaces are for wildlife.  

Full details and bee scene resources are   avail-
able online at :-www.plantlife.org.uk/beescene 

 Notes: 

 Nature’s Path is a family-owned company that 
has been making organic and gluten-free 
breakfast cereals for both adults and chil-
dren for the last 30 years. Founded in 1985 
in British Columbia, Canada, it remains 
proud of, and committed to, an organic and 
sustainable approach to business. 

The Bee Scene project was originally devel-
oped with Natural England, The John Muir 
Trust and the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
  

A new Plantlife study shows that Britain’s road 
verges are home to 703 species of wild plants, 
more than in any other part of our landscape, 
and 87 of them are either threatened with ex-
tinction or heading that way. In addition, 88% of 
these wild plants provide nectar and pollen for 
bees and other insects, making road verges es-
sential refuges for insect life; bird’s-foot trefoil 
alone is a food plant for 132 species of insect.  

 In addition, 21 of the 25 Nation's Favourite Wild-
flowers grow on road verges. From cowslips and 
bluebells in spring to swathes of cow parsley and 
ox-eye daisies in early summer, our verges are 
home to most of the 25 favourite wild flowers as 
voted for by the public. And with 30 million drivers 
in the UK, they’re the most frequently viewed habi-
tat too, providing many people with their only regu-
lar daily contact with nature.   

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 . . . . . . . .   
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Medway Valley Countryside Partnership 
Events August 2015 

To register interest and to book, please call 03000 414793, or email simon.ginnaw@kent.gov.uk 
Tuesday 4th – Pond Dipping – 10am to 12 Oare Gunpowder Works Country Park, Faversham 
Discover the watery world of the park’s mill pond, and go in search for mysterious pond creatures.£3 per child. 
Wednesday 5th – Pond Dipping – 10am to 12 Haysden Country Park, Tonbridge 
Discover the watery world of Haysden Country Park, and go in search for mysterious pond creatures.  FREE . 
Thursday 6th – Mini-beast Safari – 10am to 11am, and 11.30am to 12.30pmCobtree Manor Country 
Park, Maidstone 
A chance to explore the world of mini-beasts at Cobtree Manor Country Park!  £3 per child. 
Friday 7th – Mini-beast Safari – 10am to 12 Oare Gunpowder Works Country Park, Faversham 
A chance to explore the world of mini-beasts! A bug hunt followed by a chance to build their ideal homes!£3child. 
Tuesday 11th – Geocaching 11am-12 and 1pm-2pm Oare Gunpowder Works Faversham 
Follow satellites around the park to find hidden clues and the secret treasure – how fast can you do it!£3 person. 
Wednesday 12th – Mini-beast Safari – 10am to 11am, and 11.30am to 12.30pm Cobtree Manor  
A chance to explore the world of mini-beasts at Cobtree Manor Country Park!  £3 per child. 
Friday 14th – Wild Food Walk – 10am to 12 Oare Gunpowder Works , Faversham 
Join Lee, a local forager, and discover how to identify edible wild plants, use them in simple, tasty recipes, and for-
age sustainably and safely.£5 per person. 
Saturday 15th – Night-time Walk  – 8pm Haysden Country Park, Tonbridge 
Meet at the park for an after-dark stroll around the lakes in search for a nocturnal wildlife.  FREE EVENT. 
Tuesday 18th – Natural Navigation – 10am to 12 Oare Gunpowder Works Faversham 
Can you find your way without a map or compass!?  Why not find out for yourself and spend the morning learn-
ing this ancient skill, and test your knowledge out!£3 per person. 
Friday 21st – Bat Talk and Walk – 7.45pm start Oare Gunpowder Works, Faversham 
Join Kent Bat Group and discover the world of bats!  Enjoy a fascinating talk and an after-dark stroll to encounter 
these magical creatures.  £3 per person (all proceeds go to Kent Bat Group). 
Tuesday 25th – Meet a Tree – 10am to 12 Oare Gunpowder Works Country Park, Faversham 
Join a trained arboriculturist and meet a tree!  Explore the world of trees with your senses, and learn all about 
them.£3 per person. 
Friday 28th – Moth Evening – 8pm Oare Gunpowder Works Country Park, Faversham 
Join experts for an evening looking at the fascinating night time world of moths!£3 per person. 
 

ANYONE NOT FOR TENNIS 

We did not get to the tennis but I did have a bet on the men's single winner. Took my winnings 
and spent it on myself and my Clients, having strawberry milkshakes at the new Costa coffee, 
Hempstead  Valley, almost as good as Wimbledon strawberries and cream but not quite.  We are 
consoling our tennis Client with a London theatre trip to see Elf in the Autumn and advising him 
that we will try for the tennis lottery next year. 

Ed 



 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 

But in much of Britain road verges are still being 
needlessly cut down in full flower threatening 
the wildflowers and the wildlife that depend on 
them. Many councils have already started cut-
ting verges - much too early in the year for flow-
ers to be able set seed, and greatly reducing 
one of the most important food banks for our 
ailing bees and other pollinators.  Dr Trevor 
Dines, Plantlife’s   Botanical Specialist, ex-
plains, “Over 97% of meadows have been de-
stroyed in England since the 1930s. In many 
areas, rural road verges are the last remaining 
stretches of natural habitat for our wildlife. Road 
safety is the absolute priority, but we know that 
verges can be managed better for wildlife whilst 
remaining safe for motorists. This means adopt-
ing some simple changes to management – like 
a delay in cutting to allow seed to be set - so 
that wildflowers can thrive”. 

 Plantlife has produced new management 
guidelines and is urging the public to sign a pe-
tition asking local councils to adopt them. Some 
councils are leading the way. Trials in Dorset, 
for example, are investigating how to combat 
the over-vigorous growth of grass on fertile 
verges (which is both detrimental to wildflowers 
and obscures driver sight-lines), by stripping 
turf, using semi-parasitic yellow rattle to stunt 
grass growth and even grazing verges with 
sheep.  

Plantlife is helping to showcase the work of 
councils like Dorset to show others that it can 
be done. Our guidelines are being currently be-
ing applied to 11,700 km of verge covering 
2,300 hectares of verges – that’s equivalent to 
2.5 times the area of remaining upland hay 
meadow in the UK - and with the public’s sup-
port we can do even more.  

 Dr Dines adds, “If we just give them a chance, 
wildflowers can return. Meadow crane’s-bill was 
once widespread in meadows – hence its name 
– but is now more commonly found on road 
verges. It spreads readily when cutting is de-
layed and it’s allowed to set seed. Maybe it's 
time to change its name to "verge crane’s-bill". 

 For more information and for stunning images, 

please contact: 

 Katie Cameron T 01722 342759 / M 07584 
995929 / E katie.cameron@plantlife.org.uk 

Trevor Dines Plantlife Botanical Specialist T 
01248 670691 / M 07789 685635 E 
trevor.dines@plantlife.org.uk  

  Notes 

 1. Plantlife is the organisation speaking up for 
the nation’s wild plants. We work hard to protect 
wild plants on the ground and to build under-
standing of the vital role they play in everyone’s 
lives.  Plantlife carries out practical conservation 
work across the UK, manages nature reserves, 
influences policy and legislation, runs events and 
activities that connect people with their local wild 
plants and works with others to promote the con-
servation of wild plants for the benefit of all. 

2.   Visit 
www.plantlife.org.uk/roadvergecampaign to sign 
the petition. 

Continued form page 5 

Next day at manoeuvre practice, we found that Fulton was not just 
our military leader, but our friend. He was one of us. He never tried 
to intimidate with his rank. Next night, he repeated his prayer session. 
Although our group had been together for six months at least, I had 
never seen anyone kneel in prayer, and had no idea that any of our 
group was Catholic. 

The third night three of our companions joined Fulton in saying the 
Rosary. The rest of us did not understand, but we kept a respectable 
silence. We weren’t slow however on the pick-up. Soon we were all 
answering the Hail Mary’s and Our Fathers. So, we ended each day in 
prayer. 

Soon enough we were to begin a series of night raids from England 
over Germany. The evening before, Fulton gave each a Rosary. We 
shall be in some tight situations, but if you agree to keep the Rosary 
with you and to say it, I promise you Our Lady will bring you all back 
safe.” 

“Sure thing” we replied, little thinking we would be in action for four 
years, often in dreadful danger. At such times, Fulton’s voice would 
ring through each plane, “Hail Mary …” and we would devoutly re-
spond! We must have said hundreds of Rosaries in the skies. 

Ours was the only squadron that did not lose a plane or a single life. We 
said nothing, but we treasured our secret weapon. 

During those years, we lost all sense of excitement and adventure. All 
that concerned us was survival! We did survive too. All returned to 
Canada in 1945, fully convinced that Our Lady had taken care of us. 
So I never forgot to keep my Rosary with me and say it every day 
although I am not a Catholic. When I change my trousers, the first 
thing I transfer, even before my wallet, is my rosary. 

Taken from the Rosary Letter, April – May 2004 

Ed – please note 50% of Bomber Harris’s bombers were shot down 
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Crime Report Information 

Reference: No Doorstep Caller Stickers 

There are 'No Doorstep Caller' stickers available for 
those who wish to collect them from the following Police 

The Front Counters are open from 0900hrs to 1700hrs, 
Monday to Friday (excluding Bank Holidays) 

 

If you suspect a crime is being committed, please call           the 
following numbers: 

Police – Emergency only 999 

Non-emergency 101 

& ALL General enquiries 

Crime stoppers (confidential)    0800 555111 

NEW PCSO TOM MAYBANK  -           0798917967 

Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 

 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 

Pick ups from 9.30 am 

Sponsored by 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 

The next collection date is to be arranged 

  

For more information : http://www.maidstone.gov.uk 

and search for Saturday Freighter Service Dates 

Mobile Library 

                 The mobile library stops out the front of     

                 Stockbury Village Hall every Thursday  

                 between 10.00 and 10.20 am 

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 
Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  
Revd Liz Cox 01795 435184 

elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 
Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 
Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 
Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 
Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 
202357 
 07967 224839 
MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch— 
Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 
Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 
Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 
841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 
Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
 timharnold@btinternet.co
m 
Stockbury Observer Editor  07944811668 
WI Brenda Mace                                                           
01622 884746 

Brendan Ferrill—Stockburyobserver@gmail.com 
 
Police – Emergency only 999 
Non-emergency 101 
& ALL General enquiries 
Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO 58782 Ryan Waring 07969 584213 
Ryan.waring@kent.pnn.police.uk 
PCSO Tom Maybank                                 07989 179767 
59079@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 
  

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  03000 41 71 71 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 03000 41 81 81  
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem  
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  
or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency             0333 000 0365 
South East Water Leak line                0333 000 3330 
Potholes—manned 24 hours Phone manned 9am 
to 5pm 

 www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 




