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February 2012 

Editor’s notes 

January 2012 saw Stockbury in the local press where 

some local residents had a lucky escape from serious 

injury in the New Year after a dramatic chimney fire was 

spotted by a keen-eyed villager. See Letters page 10.  

 So far this winter we have had fewer cold snaps than 

in recent years and as Spring creeps ever closer we seem 

to have got away with a milder winter.  As I write there 

is no sign of snow—I hope I’m not tempting providence!   

Global warming is so often in our thoughts along with 

all its predicted ramifications but surprisingly one 

countryside creature may actually benefit from shorter 

winters.  See page 9 for more information. 

 Tickets are selling well for the Lottery to Save 

Stockbury Church and the first draw takes place on 10th 

March, 12 noon sharp.  See pages 12 & 13 for more info. 

 This month also brings: 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green Service 

dates; the Community Bus timetable;  

Reports from:  WI; Parish Council Minutes 

(December); Book Club; Mid-Kent Downs Bulletin; 

Features: Puzzle Corner; Hedgehog survey; Parish 

Council precept; A month in the life of ?;Tractor Road 

Run; 

Letters page & Notices: Stockbury Church Fund 

Lottery; Mobile Library dates, Back to School at St. 

Trinians party; Fund raising Fun Quiz; Petanque AGM; 

Cricket Club; Lent Lunch (from March). 

Sue Gardner 

Stockbury Village Green 
Sponsored by:- 

Tomsett Kent 

John Goldfinch 

Keith and Ann Rich 

Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 

Diary for February 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Wed 1st Quiz Night in The Harrow  9 pm 

Thu 2nd Gardeners 8 pm 

Fri  3rd Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 5th  Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 7th Bowls 2-4 pm 

  NSYC 7.30 pm 

Wed 8th  W.I. 7.30 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 9th  Bowls Match 7.30 pm 

Fri 10th  Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sat 11th  Private booking   

Sun 12th  Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 14th  Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 15th Parish Council 7.30 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 16th Bowls Match 7.30 pm 

Fri 17th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sat 18th  Fun Quiz 7.30 pm 

Sun 19th  Bowls Match 3-5 pm 

Tue 21st  Bowls 2-4 pm 

  NSYC 7.30 pm 

Wed 22nd  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 23rd  Bowls 7.30 pm 

  South Green Rendezvous  

  in South Green Hall 7.45 pm 

Fri 24th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 26th Bowls Match 2-5 pm 

Tue 28th Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 29th  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm  

Thoughts on Valentine’s Day 
By John Cockett 

I’ve always loved you from afar 
Although I know not who you are. 
I’ve seen you at the tennis club 
And also down the local pub. 
 

Quite often I’ve been on the brink 
Of asking you to have a drink 
But when you stand there with your friends 
I will do nothing that offends. 
 

I went to a shop and there I chose 
A Valentine card and a nice red rose. 
I’d like to deliver it to you personally 
But the wife at home says she won’t let me!! 
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The scaffolding is still up in the 
church, but it is safe to hold services. 
 The services at Stockbury for February are as follows:- 
 5 February -  3.00pm Sung Communion  
 19 February – 3.00pm Sung Communion 
 It is anticipated that the weekly services will resume in 
March. 
 There are a range of services held within the six parish 
cluster to which Stockbury belongs. Details can be found on 
the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The 
Revd Liz Cox. 
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 

Penny Stevens 
PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Services at South Green Church 
During February services will continue to be held in 

member’s homes at the usual time of 10 am each Sunday.  

The service on 12th will include Holy Communion. 

If you would like to attend any of the services please ring 

01795-842978. 

 

February Sudoku (moderate) 

F U N    Q U I Z 
 

In aid of 

Save Stockbury Church Renovation 

Fund 
 

SATURDAY 

18th FEBRUARY 2012 

at 

Stockbury Village Hall 

 

7.30pm start 

 

Tickets £5.00 per person 

 

Team of 6-8 per table and includes 

soft drinks and nibbles 

(Bring own glasses) 

Contact Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

February Crossword 

 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

 

Post Office hours     
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 
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BACK TO SCHOOLBACK TO SCHOOL  

  AT ST. TRINIANSAT ST. TRINIANS  

RELIVE THOSE CHILDHOOD DAYS!  

Team games, head’s prizes, detentions and much, much more!  

3 COURSE MEAL AND DISCO 

 

SATURDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 

STOCKBURY MEMORIAL HALL 

 

TICKETS  £20  CONTACT 

SUE PORTER 01795 843715 

Saturday Freighter Service -Stockbury Village Hall 

There is no freighter collection in February or March, and April’s dates are not available at time of 

going to press 
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STOCKBURY W.I. 

MEETING FOR 

JANUARY 
 

At least this month our January 

meeting did not have to contend 

with snow and so we were able to 

meet and have an enjoyable evening of quizzes and some 

very tasty pancakes, cooked to perfection by Wendy and 

Julia as well as being tossed to pancake racing standards by 

Julia – who by all accounts did not drop one!  

 Quite a few members are off to see Mama Mia at the end 

of the month which should be a good way of livening up 

those bleak January days. More about that next month. 

 

Moira Cooke 

Corporate and  individual

Private Health Insurance
Discounted for the self-

employed and professionals

WPA are authorised and regulated by the Financial

Services Authority, registration number 202608

Call your local account manager

Jon Collins

01795 842 702

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

LENT LUNCH 
(Soup, Jacket Potatoes etc.) 

at 

STOCKBURY VILLAGE HALL 

12.30 - 2.00pm 

 

£3.50 

 

WEDNESDAY 

21st MARCH 

28th MARCH  

4th APRIL 
 

There will be a Bring and Buy stall 

Everyone welcome 

(Proceeds to Christian Aid and Stockbury Church) 
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STOCKBURY BOOK 

CLUB 

 

Stockbury Book Club kicked off the 

New Year in fine style when we met 

in January for an evening of literature and chin-wagging!  

This time it was a meeting with a difference.   We were each 

asked to bring in a favourite book which we had already read 

and could recommend to the group.  The results were as 

varied as could be! 

 From the classic Great Gatsby and the modern day Phillip 

Pullman's Dark Materials Trilogy to The Clan of the Cave 

Bear by Jean M Auel, a story of a Neanderthal clan set 35,000 

years ago.  We had at least nine 'brief encounters' with 

members' favourite books, so there was plenty of lively 

discussion resulting in a selection of titles being added to our 

book reading list for this year. 

 The book we are reading currently is The Sisters Brothers 

by Patrick De Witt.  This is described on the back cover as "a 

bright, brutal revision of the Western", set in Oregan City, 

USA in 1851, this is going to be very interesting to discuss at 

our February meeting!  

 We also instigated a new feature to our book club meeting 

this time.  A much loved book of collected poetry was shared 

with us by one member, and we decided to obtain copies of 

this book with a view to each person reading a different poem 

per month and then bringing their chosen verse along to the 

meetings to read and share their thoughts about the poem with 

the other members.  Since this book contains a wide variety of 

adult, childrens', modern, classic, reflective and fun poetry, it 

shouldn't be hard to find something that pleases everyone!  

 Watch this space next month to read how we got on! 

 

Denise Summer 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and 

contact details otherwise the article will not be 

considered for publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  

The Editor may have to change your layout 

etc. in order to fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, 

sooner if possible please. 

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author 

and not necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  

However, the Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten 

articles/letters or reduce the size of notices. 

You can read the Stockbury 
Observer in colour ! 

 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
Also an advertising opportunity not 
to be missed—if you are a local 
business why not use our website 
to have a world-wide presence 

 
Contact Chris Porter on 01795 843715, 
likewise, to report any anomalies or 

errors. 

Stockbury Harrow Petanque Club AGM 
Tuesday 7th February 7.30pm at the Harrow 

 
It may be freezing cold, but at least the sun's out so spring must be around the corner! 

 So if you are looking for a pleasant way to while away those balmy spring and summer evenings with a bit of exercise 

and an opportunity to meet new friends, why not consider playing petanque at the Harrow!  

 Indeed if you would like to venture further afield and have an enjoyable time exploring the hostelries of Kent and 

meeting new people you could always join the Harrow Team. Don't be embarrassed if you have not played before as we have 

done a sterling job over the last year propping up the whole of the Kent Petanque league - so "a little help from our friends"  

would be welcomed. 

  If however you just want to play socially in the village then we will be holding regular open evenings on a Tuesday 

where you can just turn up and play (once the lighter nights get here).  

 So if you would like to learn more about playing petanque why not come along to our first AGM on Tuesday 7th 

February at the Harrow, all newcomers welcome! If you can't make it then then contact either: 

 

 Mick Bingham (01795842480) Secretary  Alan Cooke (01795841162) Treasurer 

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Wednesday 21 December 
2011 in the Memorial Hall, Stockbury at 7.30 pm. 
 
1.  Present 
Cllrs. L. Cathcart (chairman), J. Cockett, J. Collins, F. Mace, 
D. Tomsett, P. Woods.  In attendance: E.M. Buxton, clerk. 
2.  Apologies 
Cllrs. C. Porter, J. Whittle (KCC).  D.S. Williams, treasurer. 
3.  Minutes 
Copies of minutes of a meeting held on 16 November 2011 
had been issued to councillors and, there being no 
amendments, were approved and signed (proposed J. 
Collins, seconded P. Woods). 
Matters arising 
First Aid equipment: none of any use had been located in 
storage.  KCC would be asked to supply if they required the 
Council to hold such equipment. 
Cllr. Cockett said that he stood by his statement regarding 
declaration of interests made during the last meeting. 
4.  Notice of reports from external meetings 
8 December: Tri-Parish meeting.  Chairman with new PCSO. 
5.  Declaration of interests 
Cllr. Tomsett, reference agenda item 9, Planning. 
6.  Consultation on this meeting agenda 
None. 
7.  Police report and matters 
A new PCSO had been appointed to this area and had 
reported direct to the chairman .   
November: items already reported in the last meeting's 
minutes. 
December: thefts of electric cabling, gas bottles, alarms 
targetted.  Three men arrested when unloading goods on 
A249. 
From the council: copper strip stolen from telecom mast. 
8.  Highway matters 
Steppes Hill Road and Aerodrome Approach: confirmation 
received of intention to erect bunds to prevent parking. 
9.  Detling Airfield Industrial Estate  
At the Tri-Parish meeting on 8 December it was noted that, 
at the JPG meeting that morning, the question had been 
raised as to the likelihood of future development (MBC had 
stated that there would be no building on an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty). 
10. Planning 
Applications:  
11/1848  Land at Foxdene, Rumstead Lane – Unable to 
comment as the site is not within Stockbury Parish. 
11/1908  Appsmoor Farm, South Street Road: removal 
existing dwelling and barn, erection single storey dwelling 
with basement.  Recommended Approval with condition 
residential use only and all industrial use cleared.   
11/1987  Hambledown, South Green: demolition single 
storey extension, erection single storey. Recommended 
Approval. 
11/2001  Land east of South Street Road – 8 affordable 
homes.  Recommended Approval. 
11/2014  Pett Valley Stables: erection additional stables, 
tack room, hay barn.  No objection to existing stable block.  
Object to hay barn and new stables as the council 
understands there are existing conditions applying to this 
site.  There is a letter on file from MBC Planning agreeing 
that the conditions remain.  This note to be copied to the 
Chief Executive, Maidstone Borough Council. 
11/2051  Telling Cottage, South Green:  erection triple open 
garage and store.  Recommended Approval with the 
proviso that this be not separate from existing property. 

Decisions: 
11/1612 Ashwood, Chalky Road: MBC Approval. 
11/1554 South Green Farm.  Discharge of conditions 
approved by MBC. 
11.  Finance 
Village green sponsorship to be checked.  Concurrent 
functions shortfall.  Budget for 2012 and precept would be 
discussed at the January meeting.  Also for discussion 
would be playing field and churchyard mowing. 
Cheque numbers 1347 to 1353 were signed (proposed F. 
Mace, seconded  D.Tomsett). 
Stockbury Community Bus.   After less than two years’ 
trading, there was a balance in excess of £3000 in this 
account.  Reimbursement on a limited basis was being 
received from KCC.  Fares were not being increased for the 
coming year. 
Orchard Account.    A new Orchard Account has been 
opened; three signatories are required and these will be 
Cllrs. Cathcart, Tomsett and Woods. 
12. External reports 
CPRE Annual General Meeting attended by Cllr. Porter, who 
had submitted a brief written report (copy filed with these 
minutes). 
13. Correspondence 
Kent Fire & Rescue Service – Towards 2020 Management 
Plan: To Cllr.Collins and then to Cllr. Woods. 
KCC Household Waste Recycling Centre – questionnaire: 
To Cllr. Mace and then to Cllr. Tomsett. 
14. Any other business 
From the public (5 present) 
20m limit through the village.  The chairman stated that the 
police were aware of the problem and he was waiting a reply 
from them.  A further letter would be sent to the Observer.  
Thanks were expressed to the chairman for donating this 
year’s village Christmas tree 
15. Closure 
There being no further business, the chairman closed the 
meeting at 8.37 pm. 
 

E M Buxton 

MID-KENT DOWNS BULLETIN 
 

Grants Update 
The latest news concerning grants which local groups can 

apply for to fund their projects. If you would like to discuss 

funding for a project please contact the Mid Kent Downs 

Countryside Partnership team on 01303 815170 or 

midkentdowns@kentdowns.org.uk 
 

The Sarah & Francis Salway Grassroots Fund 
This fund is available throughout Kent and is looking to 

support initiatives that are both initiated and involve local 

people supporting the ‘spirit and wellbeing’ of the 

community. There is a preference for projects that involve 

volunteers and environmental projects. Grants of up to 

£3000 are available and the deadline for applications is 7th 

June 2012. Visit the Kent Community Foundation website 

http://www.kentcf.org.uk/ for more information as they are 

the organisation that administers the grant. 

 

Action Earth 
This is just a small grant scheme of £50 but is simple to 

apply for and success rates are very high. It is a volunteering  

(cont. overleaf) 

http://www.kentcf.org.uk/
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campaign to enable people to take part in practical 

conservation projects and empower them to improve quality 

of life for themselves, local communities and future 

generations. Volunteering activity takes place between 

March and July annually and small grants (up to £50) are 

available for volunteer expenses and to purchase equipment. 

Visit the Action Earth website www.actionearth.org.uk/

joomla/ for more details. 

 

The Jephcott Charitable Trust 
Grants of between £2,000 to £10,000 are available to help 

organisational set up and management, or make a significant 

step forward for projects that will make a difference under 

one of the Trust's four main priorities, one of which is The 

Natural Environment. They prefer to fund capital projects 

and it is a rolling programme. For more information see the 

Jephcott Charitable Trust website 

jephcottcharitabletrust.org.uk/index.htm. 

Events 
All of our events can now be found on the Mid Kent Downs 

Countryside Partnership website  

http://www.midkentdowns.org.uk/events.php 
 

Friends of Boxley Warren 
Action Day (conservation task TBA) Tuesday, February 7th 

(10.00am - 2.00pm) 

Action Day (conservation task TBA) Saturday, March 10th 

(10.00am - 2.00pm) 

More dates to be announced shortly so keep an eye on the 

website: midkentdowns.org.uk  

 

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group 
Volunteer Task Days usually every 3rd Sunday of the 

month. 

For more information go to their website  

http://www.bwag.org.uk/events.html. 

 

Gorham & Admiral Community Woodlands 
Winter tree guided walk Sunday, February 19th (10.00am – 

1.00pm) 

Practical Day Sunday, March 18th (10.00am – 4.00pm) 

Practical Day Sunday, April 22nd (10.00am – 4.00pm) 

Bluebell and reptile guided walk Saturday, April 28th 

(10.00am – 1.00pm) 

See midkentdowns.org.uk for more details. 

 

Heaths Countryside Corridor 

Bat and Amphibian Survey evening. Thursday, May 17th 

(8.00pm - 10.00pm) 

Practical tasks run by Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership 

soon to be arranged. 

For more information go to their website  

http://www.heathscc.co.uk/index.php?

option=com_eventlist&view=eventlist&Itemid=4. 

 

Park Farm Community Cherry Orchard, Lynsted 
Blossom Day Sunday, April 15th 

For more information go to their website  

http://www.lynsted-orchard.org.uk/. 

 

Perry Wood 
Amphibian Survey Evening Thursday, March 15th (7.00pm - 

9.00pm) 

 

Contact Us 
Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership  

West Barn, Penstock Hall Farm  

East Brabourne 

Ashford  

Kent  TN25 5LL 

Tel: 01303 815170 Fax: 01303 815179 

E:Mail: midkentdowns@kentdowns.org.uk 

Web: www.midkentdowns.org.uk 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/MidKentDownsCP 

MID-KENT DOWNS BULLETIN (cont. from prev.) 

STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Mondays - Sittingbourne 
Tuesdays -  Maidstone inc. Lockmeadow Market 
Thursdays - Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from  9:30 am close to where you live 
Call 07551—454702 to book your seat 

http://www.actionearth.org.uk/joomla/
http://www.actionearth.org.uk/joomla/
jephcottcharitabletrust.org.uk/index.htm.
http://www.midkentdowns.org.uk/events.php
midkentdowns.org.uk
http://www.bwag.org.uk/events.html
midkentdowns.org.uk
http://www.heathscc.co.uk/index.php?option=com_eventlist&view=eventlist&Itemid=4
http://www.heathscc.co.uk/index.php?option=com_eventlist&view=eventlist&Itemid=4
http://www.lynsted-orchard.org.uk/
http://www.midkentdowns.org.uk
http://twitter.com/MidKentDownsCP
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A week/month/year in The life of 

John…a Rural Tree Surgeon 

Interview by Sue Gardner 
I receive a very warm welcome into the home 

of this month’s interviewee. “A perk of the 

job,” says my host, known to many locally as John the Tree-

Man and I don’t need to park myself too close to his well-

stocked wood burner to warrant taking my jacket off. 

>>My first question is: are YOU from round here? 

 “Well, I’d say so, though I wasn’t born here. My parents 

moved into Bimbury Lane when I was six months old, so I 

hope that makes me a local man!” 

 ...and before I know it, Shirley, John’s wife, has handed 

me a steaming mug of coffee and John is reminiscing about 

“the old days”. 

 “I went to Stockbury School, Miss Ward was 

headmistress and when I was in Mrs Reader’s Class 2, we 

had to use the old village hall up past the Old Vicarage 

because the school was too small for all of us.  (interesting 

stuff but I needed to bring John back to the task in hand.) 

>>We all know you as John the Tree Man, but have you 

always done this job? 
 Oh, no! From school, I started out working at 

Mackleden’s on Church Farm for a couple of years, driving 

a tractor, harvesting, you know the kind of thing. That’s 

when it was arable and fruit, lots of cows,  and sheep.” 

>>So how did you go from farm worker to a tree-man? 

 “Well, I did scaffolding for about 3 years for SGB in 

Bearsted but I already had a good head for heights – I was 

always climbing trees as a nipper!” 

Shirley brings me in another mug of coffee. “I met Shirley 

at a Grass-Track meeting.” (What’s that?) “Motor-bike 

racing on grass. If you’re interested, I’ve got a few photos I 

can show you to give you some idea.” I was interested and 

an hour later, we got back to the interview! 

John was British Grass Track Champion three years running 

and European runner-up in the 1970s, (it says 1975-77 on 

Wikipedia!) so he was obviously a bit good, but he is very 

modest about his success.  “I got into it as a youngster and 

being a bit fearless and having plenty of places to practice 

back then made it easier.” 

>>Was this in your spare time?  
“Yes,” he laughs. “No, it wasn’t,” Shirley says.   

“I was invited all over the world, even to Australia for 5 

weeks, because I was British Champion, when was it?” He 

and Shirley discuss exactly when. “It was when those brown 

curtains we ordered didn’t arrive,” she says though they 

can’t agree until they finally find a photo of him racing in 

Wagga Wagga! 1978! “I had to leave the wife and kids at 

home. I stayed in Bathurst in New South Wales, travelling 

all over to do a race a week.” 

Conscious of the time, I gently bring John back to the point 

of my interview, though I suspect he would have preferred 

to talk for much longer about his racing days...  

>>Did you go into trees after doing the scaffolding? 

“Not for a couple more years. I worked at Bourne Creek in 

Crown Quay Lane, Sittingbourne making thing out of 

concrete, lintels, kerbs and such.  Then I saw a job 

advertised for clearing trees along the railway.  I’d never 

done that before and I quite fancied trying my hand at it.  

My dad was a wood-cutter (he never mentioned that 

earlier!) cutting chestnuts for fenceposts and I’d helped him 

as a youngster. They 

wanted 2-3-man gangs 

working around Kent 

doing work for the 

railways and Seeboard. I 

did that for a few years 

and when the Council 

advertised for tree work 

for schools and highways, 

well, the rest is history. 

>>No college training to 

learn your trade? 

“No, I just picked it up as 

I went along.” 

>>I expect you get 

called out at un-godly 

hours of the night? 

“Sometimes.  More often I get an email request for a tree to 

be pruned or cut down but I’m on 24-hour call out to clear 

trees from roads – when we had those winds at the beginning 

of December I had about 2 hours sleep in 3 days.” 

>>What? And you’re in charge of a chain saw?   
“Don’t worry! I had plenty of coffee and Red Bull to keep 

me going! I’m used to it! When I’m that busy, obviously I 

can only be in one part of the county at a time. I know a chap 

who can cover the area across the county. The police ring the 

Council and they ring me and I have to get to the emergency 

within 2 hours. If it’s in Dover, say, and I’m here doing a 

call-out, I can call him and he’ll go there.” 

>>How long does it take to clear up a tree? 

“A full-grown tree can be cleared and chipped in an hour if 

it’s already down with the wood all in the truck. It takes a bit 

longer if I have to cut a tree where there are overhead cables, 

buildings or fences nearby; then I’ll have to rope it.” 

>>What about roping yourself? 

“I can still climb a tree without them though Health & Safety 

means I must be harnessed up with ropes and helmets.   

>>I bet you didn’t rope up when you were younger?   
He laughs.  “What do you think?” (I think he probably just 

used to climb up and get stuck in!) 

>>What about injuries?   

He shrugs. “No injuries. I’ve even got all my fingers” – he 

wiggles them at me – “though this one is a bit bent after kick

-back from the chipper. I’ve had a few cuts and broken bones 

but that was from the bikes! I broke my leg in one race after 

the first corner on a freshly watered course and someone slid 

straight into me.” Shirley adds, “We were supposed to be 

going on holiday to the West Country the next day, 13th July 

1969.” 

“She’s never forgiven me for that one!”  

>>What do you do with your excess wood? 

“I chip anything up to 4 inches in diameter and that all goes 

off to Slough Power Station via a yard at Boughton 

Monchelsea. There aren’t the quantities of logs these days as 

we don’t get so many whole trees down.  But obviously I get 

enough to keep the house warm!” as he puts another log in 

the burner! 

>>After all these years of working in all weathers, any 

sign of you retiring? (He finds this question very funny.)   

“I don’t suppose so.  I may reduce my hours a bit but I’d go 

out of my head with boredom.”  (I guess after such an 

interesting and active life, I can see exactly what he means!) 

John Britcher 
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ROD & WENDY’S  

AFTER XMAS TRACTOR ROAD RUN 

2011 
 

FFA South East Area Representative Rodney Gibson and 

his wife, Wendy had their “After Xmas Tractor Road Run 

2011” on 27th December at their home in Stockbury. 

 Many close friends and work colleagues who have 

known Rod and Wendy for many years turned up; some on 

tractors and trailers and some came along just for the “Well 

Known” excellent event that they always organise. 

 Many hands were there helping getting the food, tractor 

shed and parking organised. Everyone always seems to get 

involved to help which is great at Rod and Wendy’s events 

as it makes it more like a “Big Family Get Together” with 

an added bonus of a tractor road run for the Boys. 

 11.30 am and the tractor line up started, Rod taking the 

lead on his 1962 Fordson Narrow Super Dexta, Angela and 

Robin Brown on her MF 35.  Angela was driving while 

Robin was hanging on the back, much to our amusement. 

Chris Aust on his MF, Alan Croucher, Dave Austin and 

Oliver West together with a very comfy looking trailer with 

seats, Phil Callander with his Ford 5000 and trailer, to name 

but a few.  

 The road run of about 8 miles was through some of 

Kent’s superb country lanes, some we didn’t even know 

existed, meandering our way through villages, with quite a 

few of the people coming out of their houses and waving us 

all along. 

 As we arrived at the village green in Stockbury, it was 

time for a quick drink in the Harrow Pub with much 

amusement of the people in the pub and the locals. 

 John, the landlord of the Harrow, thoroughly enjoyed all 

the tractors out the front and welcomed us all back any 

time, tractors as well. 

 About a mile up the lane we were back at Rod and 

Wendy’s. Tractors were parked up and off we went into 

Rod’s tractor shed, where the ladies had been very busy. 

Soup, crusty bread, salads, hot jacket potatoes cooked in 

their traditional oven with fillings. A festive warm mulled 

wine which was brewed by my wife Hazel went down a 

treat and this was just what we needed after the tractor run. 

The BBQ was started and with the help of Dave Bonner 

who had travelled up from New Forest area superb 

sausages were cooked. 

 For the next few hours everyone filled themselves and sat 

around the log burner chatting away and enjoying 

themselves. Everyone agreed that “They sure know how to 

put on a lovely festive spread and make everyone feel really 

welcome”. 

 Rod and Wendy would like to thank all the people who 

came along, helped set up and tidy up afterwards, especially 

Valerie and Dave Saunders, Joyce and Brian for their food 

help, Alan Croucher for his superb pasties.  

 

 “Rod & Wendy’s After Xmas Tractor Road Run 2011” was 

fantastic and brought a nice end to a great festive season of 

2011.  

Ernie Clark 

HEDGEHOG SURVEY 

 
Do you think you have hedgehogs in your garden or on your 

land?  If so, you may like to take part in a new survey. 

 The People's Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) and 

the British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) need 

your help to see if changes to the climate and/or loss of 

habitat are having an impact on our hedgehogs. 

 All you have to do is email hedgehog@ptes.org , by 

February 1st if possible, or go to their website:  

http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/pages/find-out-more....html  

and sign up to take part.  From then until the end of August 

record sightings of any hedgehog, alive or dead, noting its 

location and send in your findings via the website. 

 Hedgehogs’ natural diet mainly consists of slugs, ground 

dwelling beetles, snails and worms, so your garden will 

greatly benefit from their presence.  They will also eat 

tinned dog and cat food if left out (but then so will foxes 

and cats, so if the bowl is licked clean it may not be down to 

a hedgehog!) 

See http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/pages/hedgehog-

street.html for more information 

mailto:hedgehog@ptes.org
http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/pages/hedgehog-street.html
http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/pages/hedgehog-street.html
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Stockbury Cricket Club 
in association with Hartlip CC  

It still feels like winter, but the 
cricket season is not far away. 

Now  is the time to start 
brushing up on  your batting 

and bowling skills so why not  join us for 
net practice 

Where : The Howard School 
When :  Tuesday evening 7.00-8.30pm 

Starts :   Tuesday 31st January 

Everyone 14y.o. or over is welcome to 
come along 

Call the captain Tom Bulbrook for more 
details 07780440526 

Stockbury Parish Council Funding 
As you may be aware, the activities of the parish council 
are primarily funded in 2 ways 
 

 The precept which forms a small part (typically less 
than 2 %) of your council tax bill. This accounts for 
about 60% of income  

 Concurrent Functions which is an amount granted 
by Maidstone Borough Council (MBC). It is granted 
to cover some of the essential services in the parish 
which would normally be carried out by MBC in the 
towns. There are strict criteria for those services 
which typically include street cleaning and mowing 
of communal spaces. This accounts for about 40% of 
income.  This money is used for the following 
purposes 
 Part of the parish clerk’s salary, administrative 

expenses and  insurance. 
 Maintenance of playing fields and church 

grounds 
 Street cleaning 
 War memorial maintenance 

 
Given the current restrictions on local government 
expenditure, MBC has decided to reduce the amount 
granted in concurrent functions to all parish councils and 
this has resulted in a shortfall of £1700 in the essential 
services this parish council expects to provide for the 
financial year April 2012-March 2013. 
At the parish council meeting on 18th January, it was 
decided to increase the precept to make up for this 
shortfall. The amount of the estimated increase for each 
council tax band is shown below 

 
Council Tax Band 2012-2013 Precept Amount of  
  increase  

 Per Year (Est.) Per week (Est.) 
 

 A £22.15 £0.08 
 B £25.84 £0.09 
 C £29.53 £0.10 
 D £33.22 £0.12 
 E £40.60 £0.14 
 F £47.98 £0.17 
 G £55.37 £0.19 
 H £66.44 £0.23 
 
Whilst it was hoped to avoid any increase, it was felt that 
to lose any of the existing services would be unacceptable. 
It should also be born in mind that the last precept 
increase was three years ago in April 2009.  
The parish council expects to agree the split of 
expenditure at its meeting in February, after which the full 
accounts will be published on the parish web site, or 
available from the parish clerk. 
 

E M Buxton. Clerk to the parish council 

 

Dear Editor, 

WHERE IS PUMPKIN GOING? 

Our 7 year old, male, ginger cat, Pumpkin, keeps 

disappearing for long hours, sometimes days at a time.  

Although he appears to be fine, we miss him and would like 

him home a bit more! He particularly likes men and will 

quite happily make himself at home at your home if you let 

him! Perhaps you are smitten by this lovely, half-Siamese, 

friendly cat (who wouldn't be?) and are enjoying his 

company and feeding him. If so, please try not to feed him 

and then he may get hungry and come home to us at 8 

Northdown  (tel: 844385). Thank 

you for looking out for him! 

LETTERS PAGE 

Dear Editor, 

I expect some of you know, we recently suffered a severe 

chimney fire.  We would like to say how grateful we are to 

Mr Chris Plant for sending the fire engines and all the 

kindness shown to us and offers of heating, electric radiators 

etc.  We would also like to say a special thanks to Martin 

and Penny for being so understanding and helpful.  It has 

meant so much to us both. 

Thank you. 

George and Sue Town 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 

 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist – Church Steward - Freddie Davey  

  01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey  01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 / 07775 856273 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Judith Sanford 01795 479440 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 

Maidstone BC Councillor—Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

  07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch—Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 

  01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Newspaper correspondents for KM 

 Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Observer Editor—Sue Gardner

 Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Parish Council Clerk—Eileen Buxton 01795 842687 

embstockbury@btinternet.com 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

timharnold@btinternet.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency 01622 690690 or 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 Including contacting our rural PCs 

Rural Police Officer  
  07772 225983 

  01622 604390 

or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 

@kent.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 

0800 555111 

Public Footpaths – PROW Officer—John Pelham 

    01732 872829 ext  4 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis  01795 844524 

South East Water emergency   0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W. I.- Brenda Mace  01622 884746 

Mobile Library 

The mobile library stops out front of Stockbury Village Hall 

every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 

 

Puzzle Solutions: 
 Suduko 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crossword 
 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:embstockbury@btinternet.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk
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SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND 
 

NEW MONTHLY DRAW    -    MARCH TO DECEMBER 2012 
 

to help pay for major & urgent structural repairs to be carried out to Stockbury Church tower, nave roof 

and elsewhere in 2012 
 

Cost of one draw entry for each of TEN months (March to December) 

=  ONE payment of £10, payable in January / early February 2012 

 

Prizes Each month  -  March to December £ 30  . £ 20  . £ 15  

 plus one additional prize 

 March, June & September   £ 50 

 plus one additional prize 

 December   £ 100 

 

 The draws will take place on the second Saturday of each month - March to December: 

 at MB Farms Village Shop, Stockbury at 12 noon sharp. 
 

 All proceeds, after the payment of prizes, will go to the Save Stockbury Church Fund. 
 

 Draw ticket application forms will be printed in the Stockbury Observer for January & February or 

may be obtained from the Post Office at MB Farms, Stockbury - 01795 842401. 
 

 One or more draw tickets at £10 each may be bought.  Each draw ticket will be allocated a number 

(by us) which will stand for the duration of the draw. 
 

 Draw ticket holders do not have to live in or have connections with Stockbury.  
 

 Payment by cash, accompanied by a completed application form, should be left at the Post Office at 

MB Farms Village Shop at Stockbury - envelope & receipt will be provided. 
 

 Payment by cheque, accompanied by a completed application form, should be left at the Post Office, 

as above, or sent to:- 

 David Williams, Beaux Aires Cottage, Yelsted Road, Stockbury, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 7QY, 

 Telephone 01622 737392 - to whom any queries can be addressed. 
 

 Cheques should be made payable to ‘Save Stockbury Church Fund No 2 a/c’. 
 

 Draw ticket numbers will be notified to you on your application form when returned to you.  The 

winners will be notified individually and published in the Stockbury Observer. 
 

 People joining after the March draw to pay £1 for each month not yet drawn - minimum £5. 
 

 The draw is registered as a lottery with Maidstone Borough Council. 
 

 Any decision requiring arbitration will be made by Stockbury Parochial Church Council.  
 

 We need at least 180 draw tickets to be sold to make this scheme viable and we look forward to your 

support. 
 

NOTE    The FIRST prize in the FIRST draw in March 2012 will be £50, as above 
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TO BE RETURNED TO YOU 
(after numbers have been allocated by the organisers) 

 

SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND NEW MONTHLY DRAW 
 

Do you want this form showing your draw number(s) to be – returned to you by post   OR 
 - left at MB Farms Post Office for you to collect? 
 PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLACK INK 
Name ....................................................................................................................................................   
 
Address ...............................................................................................................................................   
 
  ....................................................................................................  Post code   .............................  
 
Tel No: ..........................................................  Mobile No. (optional):   ..............................................  
 
Number of draw tickets required   ..............  Numbered   ...............................................................  
   (leave blank) 
 
Payment enclosed (£10 each) £   ................  Cash / Cheque 
 (Cheques to ‘Save Stockbury Church Fund No 2 a/c) 

 
 
Date ............................  Signed   ..........................................................................  
 
 
 
cut here   ............................................................................................................................  cut here 
 
 

TO BE RETURNED TO YOU 
(after numbers have been allocated by the organisers) 

 

SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND NEW MONTHLY DRAW 
 

Do you want this form showing your draw number(s) to be – returned to you by post   OR 
 - left at MB Farms Post Office for you to collect? 
 PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLACK INK 
Name ....................................................................................................................................................   
 
Address ...............................................................................................................................................   
 
  ....................................................................................................  Post code   .............................  
 
Tel No: ..........................................................  Mobile No. (optional):   ..............................................  
 
Number of draw tickets required   ..............  Numbered   ...............................................................  
   (leave blank) 
 
Payment enclosed (£10 each) £   ................  Cash / Cheque 
 (Cheques to ‘Save Stockbury Church Fund No 2 a/c) 

 
 
Date ............................  Signed   ..........................................................................  


