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Diary for August 
All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown August 2011 

Editor’s notes 

POET’S CORNER 
By John Cockett 

 
The long holidays are here again 
And one can hear the groans as mums complain 
What shall we do to entertain the kids 
That does not call for lots and lots of quids? 
Perhaps long walks around the leafy lanes 
Could get excitement pumping round their veins 
The easy way out of this situation? 
Just let them numb their minds with a Playstation! 

Unbelievably this is my 12th issue!  One whole year!  
Where did that go? It is no mean feat getting this 
publication out by the required deadline and I 
couldn’t do it without YOU! I look forward to 
receiving submissions from parishioners by the 3rd 
Friday of each month. Thank you to all who have 
given me such lovely feedback. It makes all the hard 
work worthwhile.  Plus I get to know things before 
many others...  
 I have found it useful to attend each month’s 
parish council meeting but am very surprised that 
only a handful of parishioners attend and it’s usually 
the same old faces.  Whilst the minutes keep us 
informed, they have to be approved before 
publication and is therefore not possible to print the 
minutes of the latest meeting.  Starting this month, 
the Parish Council has agreed to provide me with the 
unapproved version of the minutes from the latest 
meeting.  Of course Minutes cannot always relate the 
minutiae of what’s going on in our parish so why not 
come along to the next meeting—Wed 17th August in 
the Stockbury village hall.  This is how I found out 
about the school bus closure.  See the July PC 
minutes and article on page 6, 7, 10 & 11. 
 
This month also brings: 
 
Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green Service 
dates; the Community Bus dates. 
Reports from:  WI; Not So Young Club; Parish Council 
Minutes (June & July); Stockbury Cottage Gardeners, 
Cricket fixture list. 
Features:  Poets Corner; Puzzle Corner; Computers for 
Rural people; Maidstone Soldiers parade; Mid-Kent 
Downs Bulletin; The Bat Walk; the Community Bus 
excursion September dates; . 
Letters page: inc. the Community Bus 
Notices:  Freighter collection; The Gardeners’ Summer 
Show, Not So Young Club Open Evening; (Sept) Barn 
Dance (Sept); Bus route 332 closure 

 Sue Gardner 

Tue 2nd NSYC 7.30 pm 
Wed 3rd Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Thu 4th Gardeners 8 pm 
Fri 5th Dancing Club 8 pm 
Wed 10th Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Fri 12th Dancing Club 8 pm 
Tue 16th NSYC 7.30 pm 
Wed 17th Parish Council 7.30 pm 
 Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Thu 18th Dancing Club 8 pm 
Fri 19th Gardeners Preparation  
Sat 20th Gardeners Summer Show 2-4 pm 
Wed 24th Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 
Fri 26th Dancing Club 8 pm 
Wed 31st Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Stockbury Village Green 
Sponsored by:- 
Tomsett Kent 

John Goldfinch 
Keith and Ann Rich 

Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 
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The services for August 
are as follows:- 
  
7 August -  6.00pm Sung Communion  
14 August -  6.0pm Evensong  
21 August – 6.0pm Sung Communion 
28 August – 10.30am service @ Lower Halstow. 
 
The church is now open to everyone every Saturday 
and Sunday from 10.00am to 4.00pm.    
 
There are a range of services held within the six 
parish cluster to which Stockbury belongs. Details 
can be found on the parishes' website – 
www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd Liz Cox .   
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please 
contact The Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 
844241 

Penny Stevens 
PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Services at South Green Church 
 

During August services are scheduled at 10am 
each Sunday.  The service on the 28th will include 
Holy Communion. 

 
Freddie Davey 

The NEW 's AGM was held in 
Liverpool in early June. The 
resolution about Libraries was  
carried by 97% votes but the one 
about Mega Farms was not carried 
as the delegates were undecided on 
which way to vote.  There were 

some good speakers including Sir Steve Redgrave who 
spoke on his worldwide charity work as Fairtrade 
ambassador and Erwin James who told of his life behind 
prison bars.  The latter is now back in society and a Trustee 
of the Prison Reform Trust. There was music from The 
Harmonies singing group of W.I. misses. 
 15th June we were driven by Joyce on  the Community 
bus, 11 of us to Great Comp Garden near Wrotham. We had 
a peaceful day wandering round the delightful grounds and 
enjoying the food and refreshing drinks at the restaurant. So 
many wonderful trees and plants to enjoy on that lovely day. 
We brought home plants for the 4 ladies who couldn't go. 
 July's meeting was not as billed as our exercise lady was 
unwell, so last minute change of plan saw Mary 
demonstrating flower arrangements for us; we never tire of 
seeing her talent at that so were grateful to her for stepping 
in and three lucky girls went home with the flowers as raffle 
prizes.  
 Arrangements have been made for our August evening 

meal out, the groundwork having been done by Pat and 
Ann trying out a few different places to eat. We are going 
to go to the Jenny Wren , Bobbing.  Looking forward to 
that. 
 September's meeting will be Ms A Cottrell on "From 
High Sherriff to Tourism Chief", at 7.30 pm in the village 
hall on 14th Sept.  We are also on the look-out for new 
members and will be seriously working on that issue in the 
coming weeks.  
 It's good to welcome Brenda Cockett back again  and 
glad to report that Mabel is on the mend again. 
 

Bridget Filmer 

Affordable Housing for Stockbury 
 
The parish council regrets to inform you that the 
recent appeal by English Rural Housing against 
Maidstone Borough Council’s decision to refuse a 
planning application for the above has been 
dismissed. 
 
Eileen Buxton 
Stockbury Parish Council 
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OPEN EVENING 
STOCKBURY NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 

 
STOCKBURY VILLAGE HALL 

 
6th September  at 7.30pm 

 
A member of the KENT AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE will be giving a talk on 

this valuable service. 
 

Please come and help support them. 
 

Tea and Coffee will be available. 

 
Wendy Small came to our 
meeting on the 21st June and 
told us of the work carried out 
by the volunteers at the Donkey 
Sanctuary in Devon.  
 On the 5th July 27 members 
made their way to the Fruiterers 
Arms at Rodmersham for a 
meal which everyone enjoyed. 
 

Shirley Moss 

Stockbury Not So 
Young Club 

 

AUGUST 
CROSSWORD 

Solutions on page 10 

 THE HARROW PUB 
 

Please note that The Harrow’s Fish & Chips nights will now take place on Friday 12th August and not 
the 5th August. 
 
Jean and Linda apologise for any inconvenience caused. 
 
For enquiries, please phone 01795 842546 
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On the 7th July our Speaker was Mrs J Birch 
who gave us a Floral Art Demonstration for 
beginners she was very good.  She told us you 
don’t have to buy expensive vases etc. so she 
showed us how to use old sweet jars, plastic meat 
trays etc. and she made them look so attractive 
you would never have known what it was.  A real 
eye opener and hopefully some of our members 

will now give the Floral Art classes in the Summer Show a 
go. 
 Our next meeting is on the 4th August and we will be in 
the Harrow Public House playing Pétanque.  This will be an 
entertaining evening and hopefully they will be showing us 
how to play it as I, for one, am not quite sure. 
 Then the next big event for us is our Summer Show on the 
20th August.  We would like to put a plea out to the Village 
Children.  We would love you to enter the show as we have 
not had any junior entries for some years now and we miss 
seeing them on the show bench.  Below is a list of classes 
and hopefully something will grab your attention and you 
will give it a go, please do!  If you want to enter, fill in the 
form and you can either send it by e-mail to 
judithsanford@hotmail.com or post it to Mrs J Sanford 17 
Roberts Close Sittingbourne Kent ME10 2JG or phone me 
on 01795 479440.   
 We look forward to hearing from you.  That goes the same 
for anyone in the village if you would like to enter the show 
please contact me and I can give you a list of the classes we 
will be having. 
 
JUNIOR SECTION: Ages 16 or under 
57 Animal/Bird Model using a Vegetable Ages Under 8 
58 Animal/Bird Model using a Vegetable Ages Over 8 
59 A Painted Pebble Ages Under 8 
60 A Painted Pebble Ages Over 8 
61 Four Decorated Homemade Biscuits Ages Under 8 
62 Four Decorated Homemade Biscuits Ages Over 8  
 
Prizes are £1 (1st), 50p (2nd), 25p (3rd) 
 
Please only indicate your age on the actual entry as entries 
must be anonymous 
 
 
SUMMER SHOW JUNIOR SECTION ENTRY FORM 

 On the 1st September we will be having a Medieval 
Cookery Demonstration By Mrs S Hollins.  This evening is 
when we will be entertaining the Stockbury W I.  You never 
know we might find a new recipe for one of our shows.  
 On the 24th September we will be Barn Dancing again so 
if you would like some tickets please give me a call. The cost 
is still the same price £6.50 per person this includes a 
ploughman’s supper but it is bring your own drink. 
 
Top10 jobs for August 
 
1. Prune Wisteria 

2. Don’t delay summer pruning restricted fruits 

3. Deadhead flowering plants regularly 

4. Watering! Particularly containers, and new plants,  
 preferably with grey recycled water or stored rainwater 
 
5. Collect seed from favourite plants 

6. Harvest sweetcorn and other vegetables as they 
become ready 
 

7. Continue cutting out old fruited canes on raspberries 

8. Lift and pot up rooted strawberry runners 

9. Keep ponds and water features topped up 

10. Feed the soil with green manures 

 
Mrs Judith Sanford 

 

Name:  

Address:   
 

Age:     
  

Class Numbers Entered:       

STOCKBURY COTTAGE GARDENERS 

NATURE!  IT’S SO UNRELIABLE! 
 
The Bredhurst Woodland Action Group, BWAG, has put on 
a selection of country walks and volunteer days, this 
summer.   
 As I’ve done my fair share of volunteering, I booked to 
go on their bat walk on 22nd July.  I also like bats. I easily 
persuaded four friends to go along with me and we joined in 
with a group of about 30.  A knowledgeable lady from the 
Bat Conservation Trust (I think—I was too busy looking at 
the bat identification card when she was introducing herself), 
but I remember her name was Mary, talked a lot about bats.  
We hoped to see at least one of the three species in the 
locality, the most common being the pipistrelle.   
 Did you know that out of 18 species in the whole of the 
UK there are 13 in Kent? I didn’t, though two of  my smart-
alec friends knew (but then they’ve been on a bat walk 
before!)  
 Each group was given a bat detector in case we couldn’t 
see the bats.  I expected something like a radio tracker with a 
big dish attached but our detectors were only the size of an 
old, not quite brick-size mobile phone, which we tuned in to 
the bat’s frequency like a transistor radio.   
 We set out whilst still daylight hoping to catch a glimpse 
of some, or at least one bat near the church.  And there it 

Continued on page 5) 
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was...and then it was gone.  We moved on.   
 It was a lovely evening and we explored parts of 
Bredhurst I’d never seen before—not difficult if you know 
my sense of direction around the area—and we saw another 
3 pipistrelles, walked some more and saw some more 
beautiful countryside...but then there were no more bats.  
They obviously knew something we didn’t...that the rain was 
on its way earlier than the guys at the met had predicted.   
 We walked down a hill and up a hill, reached some 
woods and then the rain came.  So we gave up on seeing any 
more bats, slightly envious that they’d be tucked up warm 
and dry in their roof or crevice and walked back to base via 
the woods.   
 Some of us, okay my friends and I, didn’t bring a torch 
and although Mary lent us her penguin wind-up one, all I 
ended up doing was exercising my wrist!  We obviously eat 
plenty of carrots as we could see quite well in the dark, 
although the tree roots posed an occasional trip hazard and it 
did get a bit slippy once the rain took hold. 
 Once we emerged from the woods we were treated to the 
most amaaaazing sky.  Let’s put it this way, if I were a 
shepherd I’d have been delighted.  That or else the whole of 
Chatham was on fire!  Well, it was a Friday night so 
anything’s possible! 
 The organisers apologised for the lack of bats. But we all 
had a great evening and we learned a bit about bats (see bat 
bits below): good company, fresh air, exercise, a free 
evening out (if you don’t count the pub and kebabs 
afterwards!), we know what a pipistrelle bat looks like when 
flying and we actually did see four of them.  No, nobody was 
complaining. 
 (If I hadn’t been having to put together the Observer the 
next day, I’d have gone on the Wildflower walk.  There’s 
always next year.) 
 
Useful bat facts: 
• The pipistrelle can eat 3,000 tiny insects a night—one-

third of its body weight! Great pest control! 
• Bats are more closely related to people than mice. 
• Britain’s most common bat, the pipistrelle, is only 4 

cm long and weighs about 5g, less than a 2p coin 
• There are over 1,000 bat species in the world 

(accounting for 20% of all mammal species. Three-
quarters of these eat insects, as UK bats do.  In the 
tropics, many bats eat fruit, flowers, frogs, fish blood 
and even other bats!  But there are no blood feeders in 
the UK! 

• Bats have excellent navigation skills and will not get 
caught in your hair. 

The Pipistrelle bat 

Sue Gardner 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Ed, 
Why is it that the people who live in Hartlip and Stockbury 
are so reluctant to use the Community Bus?  Can anybody 
shed any light on the subject?  Often when I use the bus to 
get to Maidstone or Hempstead I am regularly the only 
passenger on it.  It is a real shame.  The service provided is 
a reliable and friendly one; in fact virtually a taxi service, 
only cheaper. 
 It wasn’t that long ago that we were all up in arms about 
losing the Postbus.  How were we going to manage without 
it?  Concerns were raised about maintaining our 
independence getting out into the big world beyond the 
village without counting on our nearest and dearest.  The 
Parish Council listened and fought a long hard battle on our 
behalf with MBC and got us our own minibus which, thanks 
to Dave Tomsett and the volunteer’s hard work goes to 
more places than the Postbus ever did! 
 None of us like to admit that we’re getting older and are 
in denial that one day may not be able to drive ourselves out 
and about.  For many of us the day will come when age 
catches us out and without using the Community Bus 
occasionally now to secure its future, when it happens there 
may very well be no bus to use.  Then what will we do? 
 I fear that if we as a community don’t embrace its use, 
we will lose this valuable resource too and we won’t get a 
second bite of the cherry.  That will be it. 
 Actions speak louder than words; don’t be complacent 
people, we either USE the Community Bus now or lose it 
FOREVER. 
 
Concerned of Stockbury 
(Name and address supplied to the Editor) 
 
Please see the item on the Community Bus to whet your 
appetite: Ed 

Mid Kent Downs Bulletin—latest edition 
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group.  
 
Volunteer Task Days every 3rd Sunday of the month.  
Walking with Giants – Tree walk Sunday, August 7th 

(10.00am – 1.00pm)  
For more information go to their website  
www.bwag.org.uk/events.html 
Opera Evening Saturday, August 20th  
For more information go to their website  
www.lynsted-orchard.org.uk 
Gorham and Admiral Community Woodlands  
Volunteer task day Sunday, August 21st (10.00am – 
4.00pm)  
Contact Us  
Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership  
Tel: 01303 815170  
West Barn, Penstock Hall Farm 
East Brabourne Ashford TN25 5LL 
Fax: 01303 815179  
E:Mail: midkentdowns@kentdowns.org.uk 
Web: www.midkentdowns.org.uk 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/MidKentDownsCP  
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To contact the editor: Email: stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 
All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures welcome. 
All contributions must have a genuine name and contact details otherwise the article will not be considered for 
publication. 
Please try to write your article as concisely as possible. 
The Editor may have to change your layout etc in order to fit the space onto the pages. 
Deadline third Friday of the month, sooner if possible please. 
 
All emails will be acknowledged. 
 

Letter received from Cllr Mortimer, Mayor of Maidstone, 
4/7/11 précised by the Editor 
 
I am writing to all Parish Councils around Maidstone 
seeking support for a very special occasion. 
 Maidstone, being a garrison town for many hundreds of 
years, is proud of our very own Maidstone based 36 
Engineer Regiment and Queen’s Gurkha Regiment who 
each year exercise their right, as Freeman of the Borough, 
to march with ‘bayonets fixed’ down Maidstone High 
Street. This year we are very honoured to announce that the 
2nd Royal Tank Regiment, who are based in Tidworth but 
recruit from the south east and in particular Maidstone, 
have chosen us to hold one of their home-coming parades. 
This famous regiment, who is recognised as the oldest tank 
regiment in the world, has seen action in all major battles 
since the 1st World War leading up to the more recent 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 On Thursday, 1st September at 12:30 I am asking 
Maidstone residents to come out in force to line up in 
Maidstone High Street to welcome them home; waving 
flags and cheering them on will show the support we give 
to our brave men and women of the armed forces. 
 I appreciate that the parade is during the week which may 
make this difficult to attend due to work commitments but 
any support for this memorable day will be very welcomed 
and very much appreciated by all. 
 I would like to thank you in advance. 
 
(See the related article on page 9—Ed.) 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (cont.) SCHOOL BUS ROUTE 332 
Cancellation of Service 

It was reported at the July Parish Council meeting that 
KCC intend to withdraw this service as not being 
commercially viable.   
 This is the school days-only route that leaves 
Petts Farm at 7.40 am, picks up passengers from 
South Green, Three Squirrels, Bimbury Corner, Beaux 
Aires House, Yelsted Post Box, Stockbury Green, 
Danaway, Key Street (Pearce & Batt), Westlands 
School Grounds, Bell Road, Memorial Hospital and 
Borden Grammar School. 
 The reverse journey leaves Westlands School at 
3.15 pm arriving at Stockbury Green at 4.21 pm. 
 Whilst there was understandable outrage at the 
parish council meeting when this was announced, 
there may be a solution: our own Community Bus is 
mostly idle at the times the 332 should run.  It was 
therefore suggested and agreed that the parish 
council consider tendering to use Stockbury 
Community Bus for this service.   
 The assumption was that the parents/guardians 
of the pupils who will be affected by this cancellation 
have already been informed. 
 We were assured that pupils entitled to free 
transport will be accommodated by other means. 
 So watch this space, or indeed come along to 
the next Parish Council meeting to be held on 
Wednesday 17th August at 7.30 pm to discuss this 
further. 

Sue Gardner 

We’re now in colour on-line! 
 

www.stockbury.org.uk 
 

An advertising opportunity not to be 
missed—if you are a local business why 
not use our website to have a free world-
wide presence 
 
 
Contact Chris Porter on 01795 843715, likewise, to 
report any anomalies or errors. 

 
 

**  Please note this site is still under development ** 
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M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm 
Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm 

 

Post Office hours 
 

Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday, Friday 9.00 am—5.00 pm 
Wednesday 9.00 am—4.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Group. 
Anti-social behaviour, Aerodrome Approach, Steppes Hill 
Road - no report received from the police. 
Parish/Town Council seminar 12 July, Cllr Collins would 
attend. 
10.  Planning 
Application 11/0693 South Green Farm, erection of 
agricultural dwelling.  Recommended Approval. 
Decisions: 
11/0472 Woolpit Ash, Pett Road and 11/1121 Caravan, 
Catharos Lithos, Hill Green Road, both MBC Approval. 
11.  Finance 
Financial report and forecast to March 2012 was received.  
It was noted that reduction in Concurrent Functions grant 
had been made for this year.  The next two years are on 
hold pending further discussion. 
Cheque numbers 001307 to 001317 were signed (proposed 
F. Mace, seconded D. Tomsett). 
12.  External Reports 
Detling Industrial Estate - a letter had been sent to Mr. John 
Mackelden.  In a reply by telephone Mr. Mackelden 
confirmed that No Parking signs would be erected after 
major roadworks to take place shortly. 
13.  Correspondence 
Kent Forum:  Neighbourhood Forum response sheet, 
chairman would complete and return. 
MBC Enforcement letter noted:  dog waste collection, MBC 
have not yet confirmed whether or not this will continue; a 
reminder would be printed in the Observer that the waste 
bin at the playing field is for dogs being exercised on the 
field.  Kent Wildlife Trust: Potential Nature Reserve, Church 
Hill - councillors had studied the scheme and confirmed 
agreement that this 
go ahead on the following understanding, that if KCC go 
ahead with building a roundabout at Stockbury - for which 
drawings have been prepared and agreed - this work would 
not be prevented because of the Wildlife Reserve. 
14.  Any other business 
From parishioners - 8 present 
An explanation of parish finances would go to the Observer 
in due course;  Parish map, this would be mounted on the 
wall by the door of the hall. 
 
From councillors 
Pett Road repairs:  Bull Lane to Newington, road in bad 
state of repair just before crossing the motorway bridge. 
15.  Closure 
There being no further business, the chairman closed the 
meeting at 8.37 pm. 

E M Buxton 

STOCKBURY  PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday, 
15 June 2011 in the Memorial Hall, Stockbury at 7.30 pm. 
 
1.  Present 
Cllrs. L. Cathcart (chairman), J. Cockett, J. Collins, F. Mace, 
D. Tomsett, P. Woods.  In attendance:  D. 
Williams,treasurer, E.M. Buxton, clerk. 
2.  Apologies 
Cllr. C. Porter 
3.  Election of Officers 
It was proposed  F. Mace, seconded J. Cockett, that Cllr. 
Lyle Cathcart be reappointed Chairman, and the motion was 
carried unanimously. 
Cllr. Cathcart took the chair for the election of Vice-
chairman.  It was proposed F. Mace, seconded D. Tomsett 
that Cllr. P. Woods be appointed, and carried unanimously. 
Cllr. D. Tomsett was thanked for his service as Vice-
chairman 
4.  Minutes 
Copies of the minutes of a meeting held on 18 May 2011 
had been issued to councillors and, there being no 
comments, the minutes were approved and signed 
(proposed D. Tomsett, seconded P. Woods. 
Matters arising 
The Three Squirrels:  A letter had been sent to the owners.  
MBC Enforcement were serving  notice on the occupants. 
External meeting reports:  Joint Parishes Group, Stockbury 
would not be joining because of financial constraints but 
would be joining the Tri-Parish Group with Thurnham and 
Detling. 
5.  Notice of Reports from external meetings 
There were none. 
6.  Declaration of interests 
There were none. 
7.  Consultation on this meeting agenda 
None. 
8.  Police matters 
There was no report from the police. 
The chairman reported from his sources:  Theft from lorry, 
Yelsted Road 12 June;  Bicknor/Cox Street, theft of 
groceries from car, heating oil.  He stressed the need for 
extra vigilance at this time as more of this type of crime is 
occurring. 
9.  Highway matters 
Double yellow lines in Aerodome Approach seem to be 
working:   
A249 - The chairman was concerned at the time taken to 
investigate the recent accident at the Hucking U turn.  The 
road was closed from 4.30 pm to 1.30am the next day and 
some residents were not allowed access.  A strong letter 
would be sent to the Chief Constable regarding police 
procedure, some officers having no local knowledge.  A 
copy accident report had been sent to the chairman of the 
South Green Residents Association.  They would be asked 
to send a representative to the next meeting of the A249 

AUGUST 
SUDOKO 
 
Difficulty: 
Moderate 
 
 
Solutions on 
page 13 
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 STOCKBURY Cricket Club 
 in association with Hartlip CC 
 
Here are the dates for August, noting the Kent Village League matches: 

 
July 31st Newington 3rd X1 Home 2:00 start 

August 7th Stone-in-Oxney Sunday 2nd X1 Home 2:00 start KVCL match 

August 14th Social Day   1:30 start—all welcome 

August 20th Borden Saturday X1  Home 2:00 start (note this is a Saturday match) 

August 21st Hawkinge Sunday 2nd X1 Away 1:30 start KVCL match 

August 28th Sherwood 2nd X1 Home 2:00 start 

Sept 4th New Ifield  Home 1:30 start KVCL 

 

To have a chat about playing, call Tom on 07788584806  

 
 

64th  Summer Show 
 

at Stockbury Memorial Village Hall on 
21th August 2009 

 

Doors Will Open at 2pm 
 

Free Entry 
 

 

Raffle 
Plant Stall 

Everyone is welcome to come and browse, we look forward to seeing you
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Soldiers from Tidworth-based 2nd Royal Tank Regiment—
(2 RTR) who served in Helmand Province in Afghanistan 
over the winter will march through Maidstone on Thursday 
1 September 2011. 
 300 ‘Tankies’ spent around 6 months on active duty 
between September 2010 and April 2011. The Regiment 
played a vital role throughout the tour providing heavily 
armoured support to British infantry. The soldiers were 
involved in fighting the insurgents, patrolling towns and 
villages, repairing schools, protecting vital road building 
programs linking Helmand’s towns, mentoring the Afghan 
National Police and even guarding a rock concert. 
 On 1 September soldiers from 2RTR will join the people 
of Maidstone to celebrate the return from a successful tour 
of duty. The soldiers will form up outside County Hall. At 
approximately 12.30 the Regiment will march down Week 
Street, into High Street, Pudding Lane and Earl Street 
before turning back into Week Street, then into St Faiths 
Street and Brenchley Gardens. The Lord Lieutenant of Kent 
and the Mayor will receive the Regiment’s salute outside 
the Town Hall in the High Street. 
 2 RTR’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel 

Marcus Evens said “The 2ndRoyal Tank Regiment, experts 
in mounted close combat, has returned from duty in 
Afghanistan. This winter in Helmand the men and women 
of 2 RTR helped the Afghan Government re-connect with 
their people. The Tankies provided armoured support to 
British troops and our friends in the Afghan National Police 
and Army. Together we protected the people of Afghanistan 
and aided them in building a better way of life. 
 “It was a tough winter with harsh weather, a determined 
enemy and little time for rest. Despite this our soldiers have 
done an outstanding job and the Taliban are weakened. We 
left Helmand knowing that we had helped to make progress, 
we saw new health clinics open, new roads and schools 
finished and more communities reject the insurgents.” 
 Captain Tom Lloyd-Jukes, second in command NERO 
squadron, said “2 RTR is proud to think of itself as 
Southern England’s armour; we recruit a lot of our soldiers 
from across Kent and Maidstone is a heartland for our 
Regiment. Marching through Maidstone will be an 
important event for all of us and we look forward to being 
able to thank the people of Maidstone for all the support and 
parcels we were sent while we were in Afghanistan.” 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 
DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  
CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

COMPUTERS FOR RURAL RESIDENTS 
Few people want to buy a computer “just to see if it might be useful”.  The Arthur Rank Centre is 
committed to support the rural community and has set up the “Computers for Rural People” 
scheme to provide computers at very low cost to encourage people to take the first step.  If you 
think a computer might be useful but can’t afford several hundred pounds just to try, we can 
help you. 
 At a really low price we can provide a computer of your own, pre-loaded with Microsoft 
software, delivered to your door with 3 months warranty, to get you started.  A fully functioning 
computer costs as little as £139. 

 If you are running a Community Project and you need more than one computer e.g. for a Drop-in centre, 
school etc. the prices are even lower! 
 
 Please see the website for more details: http://www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk 
 
 How to order: 
Contact us at: 
Computers for Rural People, 
The Arthur Rank Centre, 
Stoneleigh Park 
Warwickshire CV8 2LG 
info@arthurrankcentre,org.uk 
02476 853066 

Maidstone Soldiers return from Afghanistan 
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THE COMMUNITY BUS 
 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, regretfully our 
Summer Day Trips for August to Bewl Water and 
Margate’s Turner Contemporary have had to be 
postponed until a later date.  Apologies to all of you 
who were looking forward to going on these trips but 
they will be rescheduled so keep a lookout for the 
revised dates.  However, the September trips will still 
go ahead as planned and will be: 
 

Balloons & Bentleys at Leeds Castle – 
Saturday 3rd September 

 
 

The Weald of Kent Craft Show at Penshurst 
Place – Friday 9th September 

 
National Concessionary Bus Passes are valid for travel 
on both of these trips, otherwise the fare to Leeds Castle 
will be £4 return and Penshurst Place will be £5 return.  
Any entrance fees required are not included.  Once 
again, we do need a minimum of 10 passengers for any 
individual trip for it to take place. 
 
If you would like to book, please either call the 
Community Bus Hotline on 07751-454702 or send an 
email to communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk .  We 
look forward to hearing from you. 
 
School holidays are upon us once again so if anyone of 
school age (or older!) would like to go swimming at the 
Swallows Leisure Centre, Sittingbourne, ten pin 
bowling in Maidstone, or ice skating at the Gillingham 
Ice Bowl, during August please let us know and we will 
do our best to accommodate your requirements.   
 
Passengers under 14 must be accompanied by an older 
family member or a responsible adult or they will not be 
allowed to travel on the Community Bus. 

Fiona 

NOT YET APPROVED 
 
STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Wednesday, 20 July 
2011 in the South Green Methodist Church Hall at 
7.30 pm. 
 
1.  Present 
Cllrs. D. Tomsett (Acting Chairman), J. Cockett, J. 
Collins, F. Mace, P. Woods.  In attendance:  E.M. 
Buxton, clerk. 
2.  Apologies 
Cllrs. L. Cathcart, C. Porter, D. Parvin (MBC) 
3.  Minutes 
Copies of minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 
on 16 June 2011 had been issued to councillors and, 
there being no comments, the minutes were approved 
and signed (proposed P. Woods, seconded J. 
Cockett). 
Matters arising 
New nature reserve - confirmation letter had been 
received from Kent Wildlife Trust. 
Bad state of repair of road Bull Lane-Newington at 
motorway bridge.  Kent Highway Services would be 
informed by letter. 
4.  Notice of reports from external meetings 
Parish/Town Council meeting 12 July:  Mid Kent 
Downs 
5.  Declaration of interests 
There were none. 
6.  Consultation on this meeting agenda 
None. 
7.  Police matters 
No report had been received from the police. 
Reply had been received from the Chief Constable's 
office in response to the council request for a meeting.  
The council awaits a further letter from this office. 
PCSO Joanna Watts has been appointed to the area.  
The clerk had requested a report and invited her to 
attend this meeting, but had received no response. 
Reported:  Attempted burglary Cowstead Road, 
between 22 and 30 June;  Car stolen, also  
1000 litres domestic oil.  Poor police response. 
8.  Highway matters 
a) Steppes Hill Road had been resurfaced but not 
Chalky Road, which is in a bad state of repair.  It was 
reported that a local parishioner had strongly 
protested that Steppes Hill Road be closed. 
b) M2 roundabout Stockbury.  Traffic lights had been 
out of order, and it was noted that traffic had flowed 
smoothly during this time.  The Highways Agency 
would be asked if part-time lights could be installed, or 
those programmed to operate when traffic builds up. 
9.  Planning  
Decision:  11/0693 South Green Farm, erection of 
agricultural dwelling.  MBC approved. 
Appeal:     10/0612 Land east of South Street Road, 
Stockbury - 8 affordable houses. 
Dismissed. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Community Bus Weekly Schedule 
 
Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow 
Market 
Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 
Centre (Savacentre) 
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Three Squirrels Public House (operating as a night 
club):  The building had been closed down and 
concrete barriers erected along the car park.  MBC 
Enforcement were watching the situation.  The parish 
council would write to the owners, London Inns, 
requesting information 
on future plans for the property. 
10. Finance 
a) A Financial Statement had been received and noted. 
b) Playing field mowing.  G.D. Sharp had requested an 
increase in payment but the council were unable to 
grant this in view of present financial constraints.  Mr. 
Sharp has agreed to to one less cut a year for the 
same payment. 
c) Cheque numbers 001319 to 001323 were signed 
(proposed F. Mace, seconded P. Woods). 
Local Councils Update, subscription £70 pa.  Agreed to 
continue this membership (proposed F. Mace, 
seconded P. Woods). 
11. External Reports 
Parish/Town Council seminar: Cllr. Collins reported 
and outlined various issues covered.  Copy of his 
report is filed.  It was noted that Kent Highway Services 
will now be known as KCC Highways Department.  
KCC councillors' grants:  more information would be 
requested from Cllr. Whittle. 
 
Mid Kent Downs: Cllr. Cockett reported.  Church Lane 
cherry orchard, dead trees would be replaced.  
Queendown Warren: Complaints of the visual impact of 
chalk spoil remaining after recent pipe-laying.  
Reported that seed had been sown and cut hay 
spread.  The clerk would write to the Chief Executive of 
Kent Wildlife Trust to enquire what further steps will be 
taken to alleviate this problem. 
12. Correspondence 
The Mayor of Maidstone had requested support for a 
military parade through Maidstone on 1 September.  A 
note would be placed in the Observer alerting readers 
to the occasion. 
School bus, service 332.  Reported that KCC intend to 
withdraw this service for school days only.  Pupils 
entitled to free transport will be accommodated by 
other means.  It was suggested and agreed that the 
parish council consider tendering to use Stockbury 
Community Bus for this service.  The Observer would 
print announcement of the closure. 
Vision for Kent questionnaire - to Cllr. Woods. 
ACRK Computers for Rural People - to Observer. 
13. Any other business 
Parishioners  7 Present 
Report of heavy engine running during the night, 
vicinity of South Street Road. 
Steppes Hill Road: Regarding possible closure, a 
parishioner living in the area expressed his view that 
the road should stay open.  There was no trespass in 
the private conservation woodland, and any anti-social 
activity was not to be seen.  The same parishioner also 
asked that his satisfaction be recorded with police 
response in an emergency. 

AUGUST 
CROSSWORD 

SOLUTION 
 

 
Councillors 
Abandoned car - good police response.  Complaints 
received: Pett Farm, Pett, and illegal work being 
carried out on Mr. Davis' property.  MBC Enforcement 
would be asked to investigate. 
14. Closure 
There being no further business, the chairman closed 
the meeting at 9.02 pm.  
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A tongue-in-cheek letter to our Prime Minister: 
Dear Mr. Cameron,  
Please find below our suggestion for fixing the UK's economy. 
Instead of giving billions of pounds to banks that will 
squander the money on lavish parties and unearned bonuses, 
use the following plan.  
You can call it the Patriotic Retirement Plan: There are about 
10 million people over 50 in the work force. Pay them £1 
million each severance for early retirement with the following 
stipulations:  
1) They MUST retire. Ten million job openings - 

unemployment fixed  
2) They MUST buy a new British car. Ten million cars 

ordered - Car Industry fixed  
3) They MUST either buy a house or pay off their 

mortgage - Housing Crisis fixed  
4) They MUST send their kids to school/college/university 

- Crime rate fixed  
5) They MUST buy £100 WORTH of alcohol/tobacco a 

week ..... And there's your money back in duty/tax etc It 
can't get any easier than that!  

P.S. If more money is needed, have all members of parliament 
pay back their falsely claimed expenses and second home 
allowances If you think this would work, please forward to 
everyone you know.  
Also...let's put the pensioners in jail and the criminals in a 
nursing home. This way  
1) They would have access to showers, hobbies and walks.  
2) They'd receive unlimited free prescriptions, dental and 

medical treatment, wheel chairs etc and they'd receive 
money instead of paying it out.  

3) They would have constant video monitoring, so they 

could be helped instantly, if they fell, or needed 
assistance.  

4) Bedding would be washed twice a week, and all 
clothing would be ironed and returned to them.  

5) A guard would check on them every 20 minutes and 
bring their meals and snacks to their cell.  

6) They would have family visits in a suite built for that 
purpose.  

7) They would have access to a library, weight room, 
spiritual counselling, pool and education. Simple 
clothing, shoes, slippers, PJ's and legal aid would be 
free, on request. Private, secure rooms for all, with an 
exercise outdoor yard, with gardens.  

8) Each senior could have a PC a TV radio and daily 
phone calls.  

9) There would be a board of directors to hear complaints, 
and the guards would have a code of conduct that would 
be strictly adhered to.  

10) The criminals would get cold food, be left all alone and 
unsupervised. Lights off at 8pm, and showers once a 
week. Live in a tiny room and pay £600.00 per week 
and have no hope of ever getting out.  

Think about this (more points of contention): COWS Is it just 
me, or does anyone else find it amazing that during the mad 
cow epidemic our government could track a single cow, born 
in Appleby almost three years ago, right to the stall where she 
slept in the county of Cumbria? And, they even tracked her 
calves to their stalls. But they are unable to locate 125,000 
illegal immigrants wandering around our country. Maybe we 
should give each of them a cow? 
 

(Name and address provided to the Editor) 
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August Sudoko 
Solution 

 

  

 
    

 

Invites you to Barn Dance with them 
 

On the 24th September 2011   
 

At Stockbury Village Hall at 8pm 
 

Tickets cost £6.50 and this includes: 
 

A ploughman’s supper 
 

Please bring your own drink 
 

The caller is Mrs Margaret Browning 
 

For tickets contact Judith on 01795 479440 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Cricket Club 
 Mike Lee 01795 842532 
Church Matters 
St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 
 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 
South Green Methodist –  
Church Steward - Freddie Davey  
  01795 842978 
Community Bus 
 Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club 
 Sue Carey 01634 387478 
Dog Club 
 Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
  07775 856273 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency 
 Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection 
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners 
 Judith Sanford 01795 479440 
Golf Society 
 Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings 
 Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 
Maidstone BC Councillor 
 Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 
  07967 224839 
MB Farms stores and Post Office  
  01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch  
Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 
  01795 844077 
Not So Young Club 
 Shirley Moss 01795 842691 
Newspaper correspondents for KM 
 Claire Adams 01795 841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
for East Kent Gazette 
 John Cockett 01622 737782 
Observer Editor— Sue Gardner  
Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Parish Council Clerk 
 Eileen Buxton 01795 842687 
embstockbury@btinternet.com 
Pétanque Club 
 Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club 
 Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
timharnold@btinternet.com 
Police – Emergency only 999 
 Non-emergency 01622 690690 
 & ALL General enquiries 
 Including contacting our rural PCs 
Rural Police Officer PC Lee Talon 
PCSO Joanna Watts 07772 225983 
  01622 604390 
or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 
@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers (confidential) 
0800 555111 
Public Footpaths – PROW Officer: 
John Pelham 01732 872829 ext  4 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 
Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk  
  08458 247800 
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls 
 Sue Finnis 01795 844524 
South East Water emergency  
  0845 6032603 
South Green Rendezvous Club 
 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 
W. I. 
 Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

Next Freighter Date at Stockbury Village Hall 
 
August  20th 10:15—11:00 
 
Check on-line for future dates: 
 
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/
environment_and_planning/
recycling,_rubbish_and_waste/
saturday_freighter_service_-_d.aspx 


