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June 2016 

Regulars:  St Mary Magdalene Service dates; W.I. 
note; Poet’s Corner; Gardeners;                                
Reports/Articles: Crime /Book Cub / Orchard             
Notices & Dates: Deadline dates ; Community 

VILLAGE EVENTS                                         

CAR RALLY—SAT. 23rd. JULY—more details to follow 

CAN RUGBY BE REBORN ?PART 1 REVISED 
WED 8TH JUNE 8 PM IN THE HARROW 

JUNE HALL  DIARY 
                    All events at the Memorial Hall unless other‐

wise shown. 

 

 

Wed 1st Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

Thur 2nd Gardeners 8.00‐10.00pm 

Fri 3rd Daisy Foundation 9.45am‐12.45pm 

    Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 5th Dog Club Field 10.00‐11.00 am 

    Cricket ‐ Field 1.00‐7.00pm 

Tues 7th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 8th Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

    WI 7.00‐9.30pm 

Thur 9th Bowls 7.30‐9.30 pm 

Fri 10th Daisy Foundation 9.45am‐12.45pm 

    Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 12th Dog Club Field 10.00‐11.00 am 

Mon 13th     

Tues 14th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 15th Pilates 9.30‐10.30 am 

    Craft and Chatter 1.00‐3.00pm 

    Parish Council 7.00‐9.30pm 

Thur 16th Bowls 7.00‐10.00pm 

Fri 17th Daisy Foundation 9.45am‐12.45pm 

Fri 17th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 19th Dog Club Field 10.00‐11.00 am 

Tue 21st Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 22nd Pilates 9.30‐10.30 am 

Thur 23rd European Election All Day 

Fri 24th Gardeners 7.00‐10.00pm 

Sat 25th Sweet Pea/ Rose Show 2.00‐4.00pm 

Sun 26th Dog Club Field 10.00‐11.00 am 

Tue 28th Bowls 2.00‐4.00 pm 

Wed 29th Pilates 9.30‐10.30 am 

Thur 30th Bowls 7.30‐9.30 pm 

Fri 31st Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

MORRIS MEN 

I don’t know if anyone noticed but we had 
the Morris men here from Boughton last 
month. Great dancing and music - a fan-
tastic rendition of “Raggle Taggle Gypsie 

Fly Tipping 

This is an increasing problem in the parish, but 
there is a solution to clearing it up. If you        
telephone the numbers below, depending on 
whether it is in Maidstone or Swale, the council 
will arrange to have it picked up. The process is 
simple and efficient and will help keep or parish 
looking tidier 

Maidstone      01622 602162 

Swale              01795 424341 
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Visit us on: 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

 

You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   

 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 

 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND SLUDGE 

REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Stockbury 

Proposal for a Letters Column 

We’ll publish them subject to our usual considerations and pro-
cedures. The Editor reserves the right to publish or shorten 
articles letters and notices. All contributions must have a 
genuine name and contact  number or email. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and 
not those of the Editor or Parish Council. To contact the edi-
tor:                                                                                
Email: stockburyobserver@gmail.com   

 

BIRD IN THE VILLAGE 
I’m worried about the cuckoo 
And I don’t know what to do 

It’s a visiting annual bird 
In April it’s usually heard 

I’ve listened to experts who say 

You must wait till after May 
Did you fly over France little cuckoo 

Or did a hungry Gallic Chef cook you? 

 
John Cockett 

       MAY STOCKBURY CHURCH DRAW    

1ST  - £50—119   W.CATHCART 

2ND  - £20 – 267  A . AMOS 

3RD—£10—58   A. BALDWIN 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Stockbury 

 The services in June are as follows:- 

5thJune – 6.0pm Sung Communion 

12th June – 6.0pm Evensong 

19th June - 6.0pm Sung Communion  

26th June – 6.0pm Evensong 

 The church is now open from 10.00am to 4.0pm 
every Saturday and Sunday until the end of Sep-
tember. You are invited to visit and enjoy the 
peace of this special building.  

 Details of the range of services held within the 
benefice of the six parishes, to which Stockbury 
belongs, and can also be found on the parishes' 
website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd 
Liz Cox .   

 For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please con-
tact The Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 

Penny Steven secretary 

 St Augustine’s RC Church Deanwood 
Drive, Rainham Mass times are Saturday      
10 am and 6 pm, Sunday 9.30 am and 11 am 
and week days 9.30 am every day  

Stockbury Book Club report for April 

This month we read The Goldfinch by American writer 
Donna Tartt. 

This is Donna Tartt’s third novel and although it won the 
Pulitzer prize, a number of reviews consider her previous 
writing to be superior. The criticisms focus on the length of 
the book and the amount of very detailed descriptions and 
this is the reason why several members of our group did not 
really enjoy or finish their reading. Some of us felt that 
the over-detailed descriptions distracted from the story 
and also that the central character of Theo was not very 
well developed. However, we did all agree that the opening 
chapter was very well written and the two people who read 
to the end were pleased that they persevered and enjoyed 
the book. 

The Goldfinch is the story of thirteen year old Theo who 
lives with his Mother in New York. She is killed in a museum 
bombing but Theo miraculously survives, finding his way out 
of the building before the emergency services manage to 
enter the building. He takes a small, famous painting with 
him; The Goldfinch; and carries this with him as a symbol of 
grief and loss throughout the next chapter of his life.  

The rest of the novel describes Theo’s life as he grows into 
adulthood; the places where he lives and the friends and 
adults who help to form his character. The painting plays its 
part by drawing him into the dangerous underworld of art. 
There are a huge number of themes to explore in the book; 
loss, obsession, survival and fate to name just a few and 
this together with the length of the descriptions can make 
it a struggle to remain focused. 

We gave the Goldfinch a score of 5 out of 10. 

Next month we will be reading “Hothouse  Flower” by 
Lucinda Riley and then we’ll be moving on to an autobiogra-
phy written by Ellen MacArthur.  

Jan Butterfill 
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The Harrow Public House STOCKBURY  

Telephone: 01795 842 546  or 07450 095 631 

Email: theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

 

Frances wishes you a warm and hearty welcome to The Harrow, a 200 year old public 
house. I hope you enjoy your meal, if you do then please tell others, if you don’t then 
please tell us!  

We pride ourselves on providing quality food, not fast food, using local producers 
whenever possible. 

The Harrow Bar Restaurant fransmille@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Opening Times are: 

Mon 4.00 pm – 10.00 pm 

Tues –Sat 12.00 am – 11.00 pm 

Sunday 12.00 pm – 9.00 pm 

Sunday lunches served from 12-5 pm  

Please look out for our specials board ! 

O.A.P. SPECIALS Mon—Fri  12—4p.m. 2 courses £7.50 

Food is served every day. 

Monday –Saturday 12.00pm-8.00pm 

Stockbury Gardeners June 2016 

By now the garden will be starting to show all of 
the results of the warmer May and the rain that 
came with it. Weed seeds have a habit of falling 
with the rain drops? or so folklore will have it. It 
is very easy to ignore weeds when they are 
small, but you really need to act by pulling 
them up or by hoeing them off on a hot day. 
The Stockbury gardeners this month have a 
visit from Paolo of The Franchi seed company. 
He will be talking about the Roman influence 
on our food. Preceeded and serenaded by Paolo 
playing Italian love songs on his piano 
accordion. Upon arrival all members and 
prospective members will receive a glass of 
Prusecco. So make a note in your diary for 
Thursday 2nd June 8 pm in the village hall. This 
is free to members; prospective members are 
welcome and can have reduced joining costs if 
joining this month. On the calendar this month 
is the Hampton court flower show, also I will let 
you know about my visit to the Chelsea flower 
show in May. 

Tasks for June 

Keep a look out for pests both in and out of the 
greenhouse deal with whitefly by companion 
planting, the white fly found inside the 
greenhouse is a different  variety from that 
found on brassicas outside; some control can be 
made by planting Tagettes in the grow bags 
inside and chrysanthemums outside close by to 
any susceptible plants. Watch for greenfly on 
roses; they can be sprayed with a mixture of 
milk and water one pint of water to two tsp 
semi skimmed. Blackfly on broad beans and 
runner beans I find best left for the ladybird and 
their larvae to munch up! Snap out tomato side 
shoots and feed once the flowers are set. If you 
are short of plants, take the side shoots and 
place in water for a few days and pot on to 
make extra plants for free. Spray cucumbers 
with water to deter red spider mite.  

Come to the gardeners meetings to ask 
questions on any problems and we can help you 
out. 

Chris Spree 



  
  
  
   

We carry out plumbing, heating  

and property maintenance 

 

A family run business  

with over 20 years of experience 

 

Bourne Services is a Gas Safe and 
NICEIC registered company 

Please call or email us for a no obligation quote on:  

01795 410032 or 

07889 867028 or 

bourneservices@yahoo.co.uk 

THANKS to ALL VILLAGERS WHO WERE 
INVOLVED with the CLEAN UP LAST MONTH 

 
ED—Please note I am still receiving requests from 
some villagers wishing to join in  group clear ups in 
the near future, particularly in Pett Lane. 

AWARD  WINNING  M B Farms  

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 8.00 am —5.00 pm  

       Sunday  8.00a.m.—3.00p.m. 

 Saturday 9.00a.m.– 5.00p.m. 

 

Post Office hours 

Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri         9.00 am—5.00 pm 
Saturday         9.00am—12 noon 
Wednesday                9.00a.m.—4.00p.m.
 National Lottery now available 

Find us on Facebook! 

OBSERVER DEADLINE ! 

IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE OR PUT A STORY IN  
WE MUST HAVE IT BY 

THURSDAY 23RD JUNE 2016 

 

STOCKBURY  CRICKET  CLUB 

We have now started a new 
season and we are looking for 
additional …... 

UMPIRES & SCORERS. 

The club offers FREE 
TRAINING to anyone 

interested. 

Call TOM BULBROOK on 

07780 440 526 

Or email th.bul2@yahoo.com 
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Bespoke Kitchen, Bathroom & Bedroom Installations 

We provide a full service package which not only includes the supply and installation 
of your new kitchen or bathroom but also all of the associated plumbing & tiling, 
electrical installation, plastering, small building works and decoration. Our highly 
skilled fitters and engineers will see to every detail of your installation from start to 
finish and with each job supervised you can relax and watch your new room take 
shape to your custom design. We are members of Checkatrade with an average rat-
ing of 9.7 and also Kent County Council Trading Standards approved with  all the 
relevant accreditations and insurances.  

A family run business so our reputation is our guarantee.                         

  Telephone 01622 616117                         

website: www.elliottinstall.co.uk   email: elliott.install@gmail.com 

I am a very experienced dog groomer, in the business for 7 years. I recently moved into the area and am pleased to offer my 
mobile van based dog grooming services for all small to medium size breeds.  



STOCKBURY  ART  GALLERY 

Artists, craftspeople do you want to 
show / sell your work ? We are 

organising a showcase gallery for you in 
the Village Hall in Stockbury on 

Saturday, November 26th. 

If you wish to take part please ring  

Ann on 07718 070807 or 

Penny on 01795 383 006 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is not the textbook HSE way of moving a greenhouse, more like something that 
Basil Fawlty might try! . . . . but I just had to stop and take a snap from the village 
green!  

 Neal Pearson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to take a refresher 

first aid course later in the year 
please text  

Ann on 07718 07 08 07 

I need to recruit 10—12 people to 
make the course viable. 

Thank you 
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Oil Boiler Specialists  
 

A big thank you to all my loyal customers. 

I have been doing a lot of training  

and readying my company for the new RHI launch and to 
this effect we can now offer you biomass boilers  

(log, pellet and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

All design and installs in-house  

and this will allow you to gain the MCS payment from the 
government to cover the cost of installation.  

I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you all 

and keep your oil boilers running at their best. 

 

Give me a call or email 
 

Mark Viccars  

Chestnut Plumbing  

07894067151  

01795 842291  

chestnutplumbing@yahoo.co.uk 

OFTEC & HETAS registered and certified 

Local Electrician 

Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates  

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 

We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 

info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 
www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  

Chartered Physiotherapists 

( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

 

Make every day a 

‘day against’ pain... 



The Library van arrives on the Village Hall forecourt EACH THURSDAY  

at 10.00a.m. until 10.20a.m. HOWEVER…….    PLEASE NOTE 

At some point in July  new arrangements take place and then….. 

The mobile library will be visiting  

FORTNIGHTLY on THURSDAYS at the new time of  

9.10a.m. until 9.40a.m. 

USE IT OR LOSE IT ! 

 

“CHARITY WATER-BARBIE” 

 24th July!!  And maybe you “oughta” 

Come to our Barbie and dip in the water! 

Bounce in a castle and hunt for some treasure 

A few hours of fun whatever the weather 

A leisurely seat in a heated whirlpool 

And then a fun swim, surely that would be cool? 

 £10.00 a ticket for a swim and some food 

Kids under 10 free, so bring us your brood! 

 Drinks and a raffle so prizes galore 

All proceeds to charity who could want more? 

 The Rainy Day Trust is our charity 

For people who work hard, like you and like me 

 Who fall on hard times through no fault of their own 

In danger of losing their business and home 

 Please help us to raise a few hundred pounds 

For this worthy cause held in our house and grounds. 

 From 2.00 pm onwards, please purchase tickets in advance. 

 

Payment can be by cash, cheque, credit/debit card, or bank transfer.    

 

 

  

   

 

 

  
  

Please apply to: or 

Gill and Richard Graves 

Foxes Farm 

Hill Green Road 

Stockbury 

ME9 7UP 

Phone:  01795 844988 

E.mail: vixen_668@fsmail.net 

Phoenix Bathroom Designs Ltd. 

47 High Street 

West Malling 

Kent 

ME19 6QH 

Phone:  01732 873309 

Paulphoenixbathroomdesigns@gmail.com 
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CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS   It’s never too late...to advertise in 
the Stockbury Observer 

Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and have 
remained unchanged for the fifth, consecutive year: 

 £85 for a half page    £55 for a quarter page                    
Our advertising year started in June and new adverts for less 
than 12 months duration will be charged on a pro-rata basis and 
prices on application for ads smaller than a quarter page.  If you 
would like to take out an ad for the remainder of our 
advertising year, please email -stockburyobserver@gmail.com to 
express your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an 
invoice will be sent along with details of how to pay. 

If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, preferably 
in MS Word, Powerpoint or Publisher.  Please bear in mind 
when designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may not 
look so good in black and white on the paper version, despite 
looking great on our web version. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this parish 
plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great 
opportunity to promote your business 

Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 

Pick ups from 9.30 am close to where you live 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

Sponsored by 

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Cricket Club—Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 
                                                   th.bul2@yahoo.com  
Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  
Revd Liz Cox 01795 435184 

elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 
Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club—               Brian Crisp 01634 231886  

Dog Club— Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners—Lex Sargent 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 
Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 
Maidstone BC Councillor – Patrik Garten 
   01622 807907 
                                    patrikgarten@maidstone.gov.uk   
MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch— 
Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 
Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842 691 
Kent Messenger correspondent                             
Claire Adams 01795 841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 
Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
timharnold@btinternet.com 
Stockbury Observer Editor  07944811668 

Brendan Ferrill—Stockburyobserver@gmail.com 
WI Brenda Mace                                   01622 884 746        
 
Police – Emergency only 999 
Non-emergency 101 
& ALL General enquiries 
 
Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Ryan Waring                               07969584213 
5872@kent.pnn.police.uk  
PCSO Dave Rolley                                 07772226097 
59079@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 
  

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  03000 41 71 71 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 03000 41 81 81  
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem  
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  
or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency             0333 000 0365 
South East Water Leak line                0333 000 3330 
Potholes 

 www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes  

The minutes for our parish council meeting will be  ap-
proved at the following meeting and will then be published 
on www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the meeting at 

which they were approved 

CRIME REPORT 

 INFORMATION 
There have been an increasing trend of people approaching 
properties and gathering information shortly before an of-
fence takes place. The person will usually make an excuse for 
being on/approaching the property, when they are actually 
looking around the property, possibly looking to return later. 
An example recently was when a person approached a prop-
erty asking if any logs were for sale, having no reason to do 
this. The next day, a quad bike was stolen from the property. 
 
IF VEHICLES ARE SEEN                                                                     
PLEASE REPORT THE  REGISTRATION NUMBERS 

 PCSOs Ryan Waring & Dave Rowley 



                                                


