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In my day, litter-picking was 

something given out as a school 

detention for a minor misdemeanour: not to be enjoyed 

and in the knowledge that the litter would return the 

next day.  Many decades later, on a sunny Sunday 

morning, last month, I joined with my friends and a 

disappointingly small but merry group of parishioners 

to willingly go on an organised litter-pick.  Many black 

sacks were filled, mostly of rubbish thoughtlessly 

thrown out of car windows but it gave us a sense of 

pride that we had done our bit towards tidying up our 

village.  But just as for school detention, the litter was 

back overnight.  Heart-breaking. (see letters page 8) 

 On the subject of thoughtless behaviour along our 

roads, a heart-felt letter has been sent in that I’m sure 

many will relate to (also on page 8). 

 The Stockbury Observer now has a volunteer proof 

reader—too many mistakes were getting past my 

obviously no longer eagle-eyes.  Many thanks to her for 

helping with this onerous task. 
 

Also this month: 
 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green 

Service dates; W.I.; Poet’s Corner; Puzzle Corner; 

Cottage Gardeners; Not So Young Club 

Features: Letters; Hedgehog update; A life, reflected; 

Trees to Treasure 

Reports from: Cricket Club; Community Bus; Church 

Lottery Winners; Book Club; St George’s Day 

Notices & Dates: Sweet Pea and Rose Show; Library, 

Community Bus schedule; 2013 Stockbury Observer 

Deadline dates; Cricket Club fixtures; Summer Fair 

(revised date); Advertisers renewal rates; BWAG event 

 

Sue Gardner 

No Cats and Dogs 

by John Cockett 
 

Country people don’t complain 

Just because it’s rained again 

Let’s be grateful now it’s June 

And it will be summer...soon! 

 

Please volunteer, it’s not too late 

To help produce our village fête! 

I know it’s fact that people say 

It’s never rained on our fête day!! 

June 2013—Editor’s notes Diary for June 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

 

Sun 2nd Dog Club - Field  10.00 am 
  Bowls AGM 2.00-4.00 pm 
Tues 4th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 5th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
Thur 6th WI 9.00 am-5.00 pm 
Fri 7th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 9th Dog Club - Field  10.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
  Cricket 1.00-7.00 pm 
Tues 11th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 12th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
  WI 7.30-9.30 pm 
Thur 13th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 14th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 16th Dog Club - Field  10 .00am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
  Cricket 1.00-7.00 pm 
Tues 18th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 19th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
  Parish Council 7.00-9.30 pm 
Thur 20th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 21st Gardeners 7.00-10.00 pm 
Sat 22nd Gardeners 8.00 am-4.00 pm 
Sun 23rd Dog Club - Field  10.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm 
Tue 25th Bowls 2.00-4.00pm 
Wed 26th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
Thur 27th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 28th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 30th Dog Club - Field  10.00 am 
  Bowls 3.00-5.00 pm  

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 
 

The minutes for a parish council meeting 

will be approved at the following meeting  

and will then be published on 

www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the 

meeting at which they were approved 
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SERVICES AT SOUTH GREEN CHURCH 
 

Services in June will be held at 10am on Sundays 2
nd

, 9
th
 

16
th
,  23

rd
 and 30

th
. 

The service on 23
rd

 will include Holy Communion and we 
will celebrate the Church Anniversary. 
You will be made most welcome in our little church. 

 
 
 
 

The services in June are as 
follows:- 
 
2 June – 6.00 pm Sung Communion 
9 June – 6.00 pm Evensong  
16 June – 6.00 pm Sung Communion 
23 June – 6.00 pm Evensong 
30 June – 11.00 am Newington Church, Farewell service 
 for the Revd Canon Alan Amos 
 

The church is now open from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm every 
Saturday and Sunday until the end of September. You are 
invited to visit and enjoy the peace of this special building.  
If required for grave flowers, there is now a tap in the 
churchyard. It is situated opposite the main door against the 
boundary wall.    
 

Details of the range of services held within the benefice of 
the six parishes, to which Stockbury belongs, and can also 
be found on the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or 
contact The Revd Liz Cox .   
 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 
 

 Penny Stevens—PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Stockbury WI 
 

Our May meeting began early with 

American supper brought in by 

everyone, a sumptuous and tasty sight on the buffet table. We 

started the meeting with Mary in the chair knowing that it 

was her last as our President. She welcomed another Mary, a 

guest and neighbour of Brenda Mace, and Carol Greenhow 

who was there to count votes at the AGM. We heard that the 

result of the Pie Lunch was another terrific success; that’s 

our reward for the good teamwork after days of preparation 

on the day and beforehand.  

 Julia told us about her photography course at Denman 

College where she took 300 photos and had to choose 14 to 

display to everyone at the end of the course. We will see that 

slide show at a later date. Julia also had finished the 

Scrapbook for the 95th Anniversary and we had the chance 

to look at it before it goes to celebration. 

 Resolutions were discussed next, on the decline of our 

High Streets as shopping places.  We voted to support the 

proposal for NFWI to go ahead with the resolution and 

campaign to find a solution nationwide.  

At our AGM, Joyce presented the financial statement, a 

successful year again and in a healthy state. Secretary Brenda 

reported on her view of the year reminding us of what we’d 

done. In Mary’s last report as our president she thanked the 

committee and members for all the support and friendship 

over the years and wished us every success for the future. 

The rest of us know that Mary’s dedication over the years, 

hard work, enthusiasm and passion for the organisation has 

kept Stockbury W.I. going with her, and we thank her for 

that. We presented her with a handmade patchwork bedthrow 

in beautiful colours that Joyce and Julia had worked on on 

our behalf. Mary was thrilled with it and said she will 

treasure it forever.                                                  Cont’d 

 

June Sudoku (medium) Solutions on 

page 10 

 Out of nine committee members and two are new recruits, 

Sheila and Irene, Julia was chosen as new president. She 

agreed to take on this position and it was felt that W.I. is in 

good hands. 

 Our new programme of meetings begins in June with 

Christine Pope coming on Wed. 12th June with an evening 

of Humorous Poetry. Plenty more to tell you next time. 
 

Bridget 

STOCKBURY NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 
 

On the 16th April Dean Lason joined us with a very 

interesting talk on the history of the 'Victoria Palace' Theatre 

with photos of the old posters advertising the many artists 

that have played there, taking our memories back to 'The 

Crazy Gang', and the 'Black and White Minstrels' (yes I do 

remember them, also my father printed most of the posters 

shown). 

 The Bluebell walk due on the 7th May was cancelled - no 

bluebells out - Dave organised a quiz for us instead. This 

was rescheduled for the 21st May. 

Shirley Moss 

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 
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June Word Ring 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order to 

fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, see page 2 for 

details.  Please provide your articles sooner if possible please.   

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

How many 

words of 

three or 

more letters, 

each 

including 

the letter at 

the centre of 

the ring, can 

you make 

from this 

diagram?  

(Plurals and 

proper 

names not 

allowed). Can you beat 45?  

The nine letter anagram has a connection to 

Stockbury.  Solutions on page 10 

R O 

H O 

G 

S T 

A 

S 

STOCKBURY OBSERVER DEADLINES 
Please note the following 2013 deadlines which are the 3rd 

Friday of the month with the exception of August and 

November when it will be the 4th Friday.  Please send your 

submission as soon as you can—no need to leave it to the 

last minute.  Many thanks for your consideration:   
 

The Editor 

June 21st October 18th 

July 19th November 22nd 

August 23rd December 20th 

September 20th  

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out the front of Stockbury Village 

Hall every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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Visit us on: 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   
 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 
 
 

Available after the 1st of each 
month 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 
We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 
info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  
Chartered Physiotherapists 
( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a  

‘day against’ pain... 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
  

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

  

Find us now on Facebook! 

Post Office hours National Lottery now available 
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 

A Nature Walk in June 

By Sue Gardner 
In June hay rises to its flood, almost submerging the 

rose-embroidered hedgerows.   
 

It is the high month for 

DAISIES and 

BUTTERCUPS and 

CLOVER, for grasses 

dusty with pollen as 

mauve as the FIELD 

SCABIOUS.   

 

But climb up past the hay, up the 

edge of the plough– you may find 

HEARTSEASE in passing– to the 

open down , and lie on a warm turf.  

There you will smell THYME.  

Head near the ground, look down the purple

-veined throat of EYEBRIGHT and watch 

butterflies on the pink stars of 

CENTAURY.   
 

The ROCK ROSES will be out, their petals 

like crumpled yellow silk, 

and MILKWORT crimson 

and blue. Perhaps you will 

find a BEE ORCHID or 

CLUSTERED BELL-

FLOWER.  Certainly 

there will be BUGLOSS, 

royal blue and scratchy, 

very hard to pick and wine

-red SALAD BURNET.  

 

 

Source “The Week-End Book” June 1924 

Field Scabious 

Eyebright 

Centaury 

Bugloss Heartsease 

Stockbury Cottage Gardeners’ Association 
 

60
th

 Annual 

Sweet Pea & Rose Show 
 

Stockbury Memorial Hall 
 

Saturday 22
nd

 June 

2013 
 

2pm - 4pm 
 

Free Admission 
 

Plant Stall 

Refreshments 

Raffle 

 

Everyone Welcome! 
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LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

The next collection: 

 

22nd June 10:15—11.00  
 

For more information : http:/www.maidstone.gov.uk/

environment_and_planning/recycling,_rubbish_and_waste/

Saturday_freighter_service.aspx 

Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 
 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m.  

close to where you live 
 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
 

The King of the Day Trips did us proud once again on our 

trip to Canterbury last month, delivering us safely at our 

destination and then home again.  Our happy shoppers spent 

a productive few hours wandering the historic city and its 

retail opportunities, and returned weary but happy and 

thankfully not wet through as the promised deluge didn’t 

appear.  Many thanks to King Ian! 

 His Highness is handing over the reins to one of his serfs 

for our June trip to the South East Air Show at Manston 

International Airport on Saturday the 22nd.  There will be an 

impressive list of aircraft and helicopters to see including the 

BBMF (Battle of Britain Memorial Flight) which will be 

doing a fly past.  The Vulcan will also be flying.  The 

entrance fee to the Air Show is £10 for seniors and £15 for 

adults at the gate.  In addition the return bus fare will be £7 

with NBP holders travelling free. 

 The bus will leave Stockbury Village Hall at 8.45am, 

picking up those not within easy reach of the hall as usual. 

 I’m sure The Serf of the Day Trips will look after you 

extremely well! 

 The July date for your diaries is Wednesday 17th if you 

would like to accompany us to Chartwell, Winston 

Churchill’s home from 1922 until his death in 1965.  The 

entry fee is £12.00 for an adult and £6.00 for a child.  This is 

a National Trust property.  The bus fare will be in addition 

to the entrance price and will be £7.00, with National Bus 

Pass holders travelling free.  Please show your NBP to our 

driver as you get onto the bus. 

 We will leave Stockbury Village Hall at 9.30am, doing 

our usual pick-ups for those of you not within easy reach of 

the hall and intend to start our return home around 3pm. 

 All our usual terms and conditions apply for both of these 

days. 

 To book for either of these Day Trips, please call me on 

07551-454702 or send an email to: 

communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk. 

Fiona x 

Sponsored by 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 

 

I am pleased to announce that the annual rates for 

advertising in this publication remain unchanged for 

the third year running for 2013-14: 

  

£85 for a half page 

£55 for a quarter page 

  

Adverts for less than 12 months duration and 

smaller sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis 

on application.  Our advertising year finished at the 

end of May and although you have now missed the 

June 2013 edition if you would like to continue 

running your ad for next year, you still can.  Please 

email: stockburyobserver@googlemail.com to 

express your intent.  I will confirm receipt and will 

send you an invoice and details of how to pay. 

The annual rate will be adjusted pro rata.  

If you are a new customer please also email and 

include your advertisement.  Please bear in mind 

when designing your ad you may wish to consider 

colours that will look just as good on the website as 

in black and white. 

The Observer is delivered to every household in this 

parish, so don’t miss out on this unique opportunity 

to promote your business. 

The Editor  
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other small ornamental bushes and hedges but you must not 

disturb the birds in larger hedges. 

 

Have a good summer. 

 

Chris Spree 

Chairman 

 

S T O C K B U R Y   
C O T T A G E  G A RD E NE R S  

 

The month of June should be glorious it looks as though the 

frost finally left us in the  middle of May and although late 

May was cold the blossom has given us a good fruit set in 

most cases. It is really clever how nature holds back until 

“it’s time”. 

 The beginning of May saw the gardeners plant sale at the 

village hall. 

Well I can say that I saw lots of very happy people buying 

armfuls of vegetable and flower plants at bargain prices. It 

was a great success and it is most likely that it will become 

an annual event so keep a look out for details next year. 

 Watering plants at this time of year can be a problem. 

Those of you who planted anything in the ground recently 

will have noticed that the rain came and the wind took it 

away!  Young plants really need monitoring because until 

they get their roots down into the soil they need nurturing . 

 The fruit and vegetable garden will require the following 

care this month: 

 

ONIONS: keep an eye open for  white rot as once in the soil 

it is persistent for 10 years! 

Onions can be grown on the same soil for years providing 

that this disease is kept out. 

Normally it is introduced by buying in “sets” that is why I 

always grow onions from seed. 

If you have problems with onions, attend the gardeners club 

in the village; someone will always advise you.  

WEEDS: when you have a hot day and the soil is dry, 

quickly hoe off weeds so that the sun burns them off, the 

plants will last a day without water then they can have a 

drink the next day. 

It is only by persistent weeding that you keep them at bay. 

CELERY, FRENCH AND RUNNER BEANS and young 

LEEKS can be planted out now.  

CARROTS, BEETROOT and PARSNIPS can be thinned 

out. 

Make consecutive sowings of SPRING ONIONS and 

LETTUCE . 

By purchasing WINTER CABBAGE and BRUSSEL 

SPROUT plants from a grower now, you can save  time and 

plant out now, remember that all BRASSICAS will grow 

better if the soil is compacted prior to planting, do not forget 

to net these against pigeons.  

MARROWS, COURGETTE and SQUASH can all be 

planted out. 

TOMATOES: Take out any side shoots. 

ALL plants: feed with a liquid fertiliser on a regular basis. 

 

Tip of the month 

Tap the canes supporting greenhouse tomatoes on a daily 

basis this will improve the yield by assisting pollination. 

 

DAHLIAS can be planted out. 

ROSES will need spraying for Black spot and Mildew. It 

pays to have a regular treatment to prevent these diseases 

starting as one you have it, it is difficult to remove for the 

rest of the season. 

BOX HEDGE should be trimmed now as well as well as 

Hedgehog Update  
Hedgehog emergence appears to have 

been delayed by a month this year due to 

the cold spring weather. Even so, we've 

still received over 4,500 online forms since the first of 

February which is really terrific. It is unclear what effect the 

slow start will have on hedgehog survival and breeding over 

the coming months. The hedgehog can survive perfectly well 

in parts of Scandinavia after all! 

 May and June traditionally represent the busiest months in 

the hedgehogs year as the breeding season (or 'rut') begins in 

earnest. Perhaps you will catch a glimpse of the famously 

noisy and unceremonious hedgehog courtship ritual in your 

own garden. How romantic! 
Henry Johnson 

Hedgehog Officer—PTES 

Bredhurst Woodland Action 

An Evening with Tom Hart Dyke 

When: Tuesday 18th June, 7.30 pm 

Where: Bredhurst Village Hall, Bredhurst 

Details: Join Tom Hart Dyke, horticulturalist, 

plant hunter, TV presenter, author and 

creator of The World Garden at 

Lullingstone Castle.  Hear how the 

garden evolved; Tom’s exploits across the world 

in search of exotic plants and about Tom’s passion 

for orchids. Rare and unusual plants on sale and 

signed books 

Tickets: £5.00 per person (includes refreshments). Must 

be purchased in advance  

 For information and ticket purchase call 

Vanessa Jones on 07813 785940 or email 

bwag@vanessajones.plus.com 

SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND 
 

MONTHLY DRAW 

Winning Tickets 
Saturday 11th May 2013 

 

1st prize Sue Sellens Stockbury 
2nd prize Janet Garnons-Williams Rainham 
3rd prize Terry Holliday Stockbury 

 
 

Tickets can still be bought – right up to December 
Tickets now cost  £7 

Don’t forget!! 

The 60th Annual Sweet Pea and Rose 

Show, Stockbury Memorial Hall 

Saturday 22nd June    2-4pm 

Free Admission    All Welcome 
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Fixture dates for your diary: 
 

June 02nd League Exiles at Bridge Away 

June 09th League Herne 1st XI Home 

June 16th League Holborough  

  Anchorians Home 

June 23rd Friendly Mote Away 

June 30th League Borden Away 

July 07th Friendly Belnor Away 

July 14th League Town Malling Home 

July 21st League Hunton Wanderers Away 

July 28th League Holcombe &  

  Blue Bell Hill Home 
 

All matches to start  at 2.00 pm prompt but please always check 

with our Captain, Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 

Record crowd turns out for St George 
A record crowd turned out to celebrate all things English 

on Saturday with 1,600 visitors attending the Newington St 

George's Day fete and music festival. 

 The fete combined for the second year with a nine-hour 

concert of live music, featuring bands and solo singers 

from the local area and around the county. 

 They included Rochester teenage singer-songwriter 

Phoebe Peek, Elvis tribute band Taking Care of Vegas, 

The Kulpritts from Iwade, Gravesham's Black Knights 

Drum and Bugle Corps and the Westlands School Samba 

Band. 

 The Three Tuns pub in Lower Halstow retained their 

crown in an inter-village tug-of-war contest beating the 

Brown Jug, Upchurch, in the final before challenging an 

unlimited number of children to a fun contest. The 

tournament was judged by Ray Wells of the Tug-of-War 

Association and the contest is open to any team from the 

Sittingbourne, Sheppey, Medway or other area. 

 The Mayor of Swale, Cllr Pat Sandle, officially opened 

the event and presented the tug-of-war trophy and medals. 

 Gareth Funnel, 16, from Newington and a pupil at 

Westlands Schoool, Sittingbourne, received the Village 

Champion cup after winning a series of sports challenges 

organised by Newington Community Sports Club. 

 The winners of the designing a St George's shield 

competition were (juniors) Alicia, six, and (seniors) Libby, 

nine, of Newington primary school. 

 The fete and festival, organised by the parish council on 

the school field, included a raffle for a signed Gillingham 

FC shirt and a meal for four at Vari Indian Restaurant. 

 Visitors were able to enjoy various fairground stalls and 

rides, and stalls run by a number of village organisations. 

 Cllr Tony Mould, the Newington parish council 

chairman, said: "It was another excellent event and we're 

delighted to have had a record number of people attending. 

This is a community event and I want to thank all the 

villagers who helped to make it such a successful and 

enjoyable day." 

Richard Thompstone 
Photos of this event will appear in June’s online edition:  

http://www.stockbury.org.uk/stockburyobserver.html STOCKBURY Cricket Club  

in association  

with Hartlip CC 

STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
 

Book Title: The Thread 

Author: Victoria Hislop 

Our Rating: 7/10 

 

We were missing two book club members at our meeting this 

month, as they had escaped the gloomy weather and gone on 

their hols! However, it didn't dampen our usual enthusiasm 

for discussion as we plunged into debate about this month's 

book. 

 The Thread by Victoria Hislop (wife to Ian Hislop of 

Private Eye and Have I Got News For You), is the author's 

fourth novel and claims the same success as her others. It is a 

well written, descriptive book set in Greece and spanning 

almost a hundred years. It has been described as a 

'wonderfully evocative and enthralling saga enriched by deep 

emotion and sweeping historical events, from fire to civil war 

to Nazi brutality and economic collapse' 

(www.goodreads.com). 

 The Thread tells the story of Katerina, a desolate child 

taken in by strangers during the destruction of Asia Minor by 

the Turkish army. In time, her path crosses with that of 

Dimitri, born into wealth and privilege. Set against a 

backdrop of disasters including war, earthquake, fire, 

invasion and dictatorship, Hislop weaves a tale of love, 

fortune (good and bad) and contention. 

 It certainly proved popular with our book club members. 

Most of us said it was easy to read and engaging, teaching 

us much about the modern history of Greece, which we didn't 

know before and it inspired us to find out more! The sign of a 

good book indeed! 

Denise Summer 

Linton Park C.C. vs. Stockbury C.C.  

Sunday 19 May 2013 
 

A nine man Stockbury team posted a substantial total of 

231 for 7 from 40 overs in the first game of this season’s 

Kent Village Cricket League. Opener Clifton Muil led the 

way plundering an impressive unbeaten 150 from 115 

deliveries including 3 sixes and 10 fours. He was 

supported by Joe Martin who hit 36 from 32 deliveries, 

Tom Bulbrook (13) and Aston Monk who shared an 

unbroken partnership of 42 lasting 9 overs for the last 

wicket. 

 Linton Park never managed to keep up with the run rate 

and finished on 213 for 8 wickets. Simon Clare was the 

pick of the Stockbury attack with four wickets for 50 runs 

from his 9 overs. Joe Martin (2 for 35 from 8) and Luke 

Collins (2 for 57 from 8) were the other wicket takers. 

 To conclude, Stockbury won this, their first League 

game of the season.  

Glen Martin 

A Limerick   (anon) [name and address supplied] 

A fellow who works for Kent Highways 

And looks after Stockbury’s byeways 

Was quoted “I will 

Send water uphill 

My name is Canute, or, big Bill!   
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We have some 

volunteers but 

need more! 

Want to have a say in which stalls, activities and 

entertainment we have at the fête? 

Why not join us, help to plan or organise a stall or 

help on the day. 

Please contact Fiona on 01622 884551 

 For car drivers: please remember that a horse does not 

understand that you have a deadline and that s/he is in the 

way; s/he scares easily and, if “spooked” is likely to damage 

rider, horse and car in roughly equal measure (the average 

horse weighs about half a ton, has metal clad feet and a brain 

the size of a satsuma); please anticipate that there is a horse 

round every blind bend and adjust your speed accordingly; 

please pass wide and slow.  

 For riders: please, please wear a high viz jacket, you 

might think that something the size of a horse is obvious, but 

the more visual warning the better; please make eye contact 

with the driver as soon as you can just to let him or her know 

that you are aware of their presence; please trot on (if safe) 

to the nearest pull-in to let the car past; finally, please smile 

and give a wave of thanks to courteous car drivers.  

 I will leave you with a last thought: if you give plenty of 

room and have a little consideration, all three of you should 

survive the encounter unharmed and without stress. Who 

knows, you might even make a few new friends. 
 

Phil Woods—Yelsted 

Dear Editor, 
 

I both drive a car and ride a horse on the roads in Stockbury 

and recent experiences made me think it might be worth 

sharing a few observations with other drivers and 

equestrians. Both riders and drivers can be among the most 

courteous and considerate people you are likely to find 

around Stockbury. You will often see drivers slowing to a 

virtual stop to let a horse pass, or waiting patiently for a 

minute or two whilst a rider finds a convenient “pull in” to 

let them by. Equally, most riders will do their best to move 

out of the way of a car as quickly as possible. Such 

accommodating behaviour by both parties is usually 

acknowledged by both with some friendly eye contact and a 

cheery wave of thanks. 

 Unfortunately, there are a few riders and drivers who do 

not follow this unwritten code of affable conduct. Recent 

examples that I have seen include: drivers revving their 

engines whilst effectively “tailgating” horses, riders 

apparently ignoring cars approaching them and meandering 

over the road at a snail’s pace, both riders and drivers failing 

to thank each other for being courteous. I could go on, but 

the Observer has a limited number of pages. 

 My plea is for both riders and drivers to use the roads 

with consideration for each other. Nothing brightens 

someone’s day more than a smile and a wave which both 

cost nothing; equally, few things irritate more than someone 

who does not have the common decency to be considerate 

and to say “thank you”.  

 For any of you who have managed to get this far, I would 

offer the following handy hints: 

Trees to Treasure Open to Applications – Free 

Trees for Community Groups, Schools and 

Parish Councils 
 

Here at the Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership we 

are pleased to announce that the Trees to Treasure scheme is 

open to applications for trees to be planted in winter 

2013/14.  Free trees are now available in both the Swale and 

Maidstone Boroughs. 

 The scheme has 8,000 trees to give away in 2013 to 

groups to plant on their open spaces.   

 Community groups, schools, parish councils, 

neighbourhood groups and all clubs and organisations are 

being invited to take part in the scheme; applications must 

be sent to the Countryside Partnerships by the 31st of 

October 2013.  

 Groups can apply for trees to create small and large 

planting schemes which benefit the local community. 

Applications will be processed in November, ready for 

distribution of the trees in December. 

 Individual trees and five different packs are available, 

and they all include native species. The schools pack, for 

example, has beech, birch and field maple, deliberately 

chosen as they are free of thorns and do not have fruit, 

berries or nuts. 

 Further details and how to apply are available on the 

“Trees to Treasure” pages in the June 2013 issue on http://

www.stockbury.org.uk/stockburyobserver.html or call me 

on 01322 294727. 

 Partnerships Manager, Caroline Drewett, said: "Previous 

free tree schemes have always been hugely popular, having 

given away a quarter of a million trees to local communities 

and residents for more than 10 years. This year, there is a 

special focus on making trees available for open spaces used 

and maintained by schools, community groups and parishes. 

Apart from being attractive, planting trees  is good for the 

environment, too."  

 
 

Mike Phillips - Mid Kent Downs Projects Officer 

  

FÊTEFÊTEFÊTE   

Summer 

Stockbury Village 

Help!  Your Village 

Needs YOU! 

STOP PRESS 

Confirmed date 

Saturday 

17th August 

Dear Editor, 
 

I would like to express my grateful thanks to the 22 helpers 

for turning up to the recent village litter pick. Together we 

filled over 50 black sacks of debris from around the parish 

including several bags from Pett Lane, thanks to two helpers 

from the other side of the valley. Thanks also should go to 

Dave Tomsett for obtaining the use of a vehicle to collect the 

larger items.  

 This clearly has helped to maintain a clean village, if only 

for a period of time.  

Keith Rich—Stockbury 
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 Sadly Mike finally succumbed to lung cancer after 

fighting its effects over the last two and a half years. He 

died peacefully at home on Monday May 6th, 

surrounded by his partner Jill and other members of his 

family. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Mike was a very private person, rarely seen at 

Stockbury functions, but in past years you may have 

noticed a solitary, tall man out walking with his black 

Labrador, through the village — stick in hand. You would 

not have realised that hiding under the hat and the dark 

glasses was a brilliantly creative person. 

 He was born in Greenhithe, one of five children and 

went to school at Knockhall Primary School, after which 

he attended the Central School and then Gravesend 

Technical School.  There he studied many areas of art 

and crafts and finally attended Gravesend Art School 

where he learned silversmithing and fine art painting. 

Immediately after leaving the college he went on to do 

his National Service for two years, as was mandatory in 

the 1950s. He met and married Margaret Dennis, an art 

teacher and for a while they lived in Gravesend where 

their son Richard was born in 1955. When recession hit 

animation in the early 70s they moved to Shetland and 

his second son Ashton was born in 1976. Mike stayed 

for seven years but found that his field of expertise 

could not be pursued easily at such a distance from the 

hub of creative arts. He travelled to Canada and London 

to continue his animation career. In London he worked 

for Trickfilms Studios, which is where he met Jill Brooks 

also an animator of note. In 1978 he started working 

full time for Pink Floyd and Gerald Scarfe on their stage 

show animated projections and in 1980 he became the 

chief animator on the Pink Floyd film ‘The Wall’. 

 In 1984 Michael and Jill set up Stuart Brooks 

Animation Ltd and in July moved to a new home in 

Stockbury where they have lived ever since. Their 

daughter Fran was born in 1984. 

 From his time at art school Mike chose to follow his 

skill in painting and particularly in animation. It was his 

forte and he became well known and respected for his 

talent. His field of expertise encompassed commercials, 

TV series, children’s projects, and feature films. 

Throughout his career he had the good fortune to work 

along side many interesting people in the entertainment 

world. 

 In this small space it is not possible to record all his 

many successes but here are a few you may recognise 

from your own viewing. 

 In the 60s he animated on ten Beatles’ songs for the 

Beatles Series and was a Key animator on the film ‘The 

Yellow Submarine’. During the 70s he went to Canada 

where he honed his skills in producing feature film 

animation.  In 1980-81 he worked on Pink Floyd ‘The 

Wall’ and went on in 1982 to animate the Galaxy Song 

with Terry Gilliam for the film ‘The Meaning of Life’. By 

this time he was working full time in London. He met Jill 

and they set up Stuart Brooks Animation Ltd which ran 

from 1983 for ten years. Mike directed from script to 

screen two films of the Beatrix Potter and Friends Series, 

‘The Tale of Samuel Whiskers’ and ‘The Tale of Pigling 

Bland’. For this project he was nominated twice for a 

BAFTA. Now here is a surprise; this serious man also 

directed for The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles TV series.  

In 2001 he won a British Academy Award for directing the 

BBC children’s television series ‘Kipper’. This is only a 

smattering of his acclaimed work over the decades. After 

retiring in 2003 he continued working on many creative 

projects and in 2007 he designed a carnival float on the 

theme of global warming for the Viareggio Carnival in 

Italy. 

  

 

 And what did he do in between globe trotting? Well — 

Mike was of course a member of BAFTA and in this 

capacity frequently reviewed newly released films for 

nominations. Early on in their relationship he and Jill had 

a small yacht for a while and he did a bit of messing 

about in boats; he even made his own dinghy using the 

designs of Blondi Hassler, one of the Cockleshell Heroes.  

He loved to go fishing and he enjoyed the rural sport of 

shooting; he belonged to the Stockbury Shoot for a 

couple of years in the 80’s to which he took his black 

Labrador, Holly. Having a dog to accompany him was 

another love of his and he owned variously five or six 

dogs in his lifetime. He had been trained as a silversmith 

whilst at art school and went back to exercising that skill 

in the last few years. He was pretty good at snooker too 

and in 1981 and 1983 was the snooker champion of the 

Chelsea Arts Club of which he was a member. 

  

 A very particular and precise man he will be missed by 

his friends and family to whom we extend our sincere 

condolences. 

 

Ann Rich 

 

Michael  Stuart  1933  --  2013 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  

Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist 

Church Steward—Freddie Davey 01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

 07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch— 

Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

 timharnold@btinternet.com 

Stockbury Observer Editor 

Sue Gardner—Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency

 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 

Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Siobhan De Búrca 07772 226099 

 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
   0845 3450210 

westprow@kent.gov.uk 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis 01795 844524 

South East Water emergency 0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W.I.- Brenda Mace 01622 88 4746 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

At Chestnut Plumbing we are always looking out for ways 

that we can help our customers, and make their heating 

systems better and more efficient 

but unfortunately we have to bring it to your attention that oil 

is being stolen from around the village at an alarming rate. 

The thieves are rather clever though  

as they are only stealing some oil out of the tanks  

and not all of it.  This makes you think that you are just using 

more oil than usual  

as the weather hasn’t been good. 

We can fit an alarm to any tank but it does have limitations 

Please keep an eye on the oil level of your tank and also look 

out for fuel caps or pipe work that has been tampered with. 

Please feel free to call us and we will be happy to talk to you 

about our service and any issues you might have with only 

friendly advice and no selling. 

Mark 07894067151 or Answer phone 01795 842291  

OFTEC registered and certified 

 Puzzle Solutions: 
 Word Ring Sudoku 

  
Hog roasts – ash, ass, 

assort, gas, gash, ghost, 

gosh, grass, gross, has, 

hast, host, hosts, oast, rash, 

roast, roasts, roost, roosts, 

roots, rots, sag, sago, sags, 

sash, sat, shag, shoo, shoos, 

shoot, shoots, short, shot, 

soar, soars, soh, soot, sort, 

sorts, sot, stag, star, stash, 

torso, trash 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk
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St George’s Day at 
Newington 

The Winners! 


