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I was very sad to learn that David 
Williams died last month.  I first met 
David at a village quiz when I was a relative newcomer 
to Stockbury and didn’t know many people-he 
welcomed me onto his table and hoped I’d helped his 
team to win.  We didn’t win but from then and also 
since becoming editor for this publication, I got to know 
him better especially because of the Church Lottery.  
We would “discuss” the format and wording of the 
monthly article until we were both happy with it and he 
was so pleased when the Lottery proved successful 
enough to run a second year.  The last time I spoke to 
him he was thrilled I’d won first prize and shocked I’d 
won first prize again the following month (not as 
shocked as I was!)  He was also a volunteer deliverer 
of this publication. As Rev. Liz Cox writes on page 7, 
he will be missed. 
 
As 2013 comes to a close, it only remains 
for me to wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and best wishes for the New 
Year of 2014! 
 

  Sue Gardner 

Also this month:  
Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green 
Service dates; W.I.; Poet’s Corner; Puzzle Corner; 
Cottage Gardeners; Not So Young Club;  
Reports from: Church Lottery Winners; Book Club; 
Affordable Houses; Community Bus; Charity Lunch; 
Letters; Fireworks; Ways to Combat Seasonal 
Disorders; An alternative Christmas Carol 
Notices & Dates: Freighter information; Stockbury 
Observer Deadline dates 2014; Community Bus 
schedule; Library; Christmas Fair, Carols on the 
Green; Police Contact dates; Cricket presentation 
dinner; Christmas lights 
 

 

Ding Dong Merrily... 
by John Cockett 

 

Now is the tail end of the year 

And Christmas time is getting near 

Very soon we are about to see in 

The start of the New Year numbered “fourteen” 

Until that event we have a very good reason 

To enjoy the coming happy festive season 

I wish Observer readers all the best 

And hope you celebrate that time with zest! 

December 2013—Editor’s notes Diary for December 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

 

Sun 1st Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls  3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 3rd Bowls  1.00-3.00 pm 
  NSYC  7.00-9.30 pm 
Wed 4th Pilates  9.30-10.30 pm 
  Parish  Council 2.30-5.00 pm 
Thur 5th Gardeners 8.00-10.00 pm 
Fri 6th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 7th Christmas Fayre 10.00-1.00 pm 
  Private Booking 5.00-11.30 pm 
Sun 8th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls  3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 10th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 11th Pilates  9.30-10.30 pm 
  WI  2.00-4.00 pm 
Fri 13th Carols on the Green 7.00-10.00 pm 
Sat 14th Cricket Club 7.00-11.30 pm 
Sun 15th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls  3.00-5.00 pm 
Tues 17th Bowls   2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 18th Pilates   9.30-10.30 am 
  Parish Council 7.00-9.30 pm 
Thur 19th Bowls  7.30-9.30 pm 
Fri 20th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 22nd Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Bowls  3.00-5.00 pm 
Tue 24th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
Fri 27th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 29th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 pm 
  Bowls  3.00-5.00 pm 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 
 

The minutes for a parish council meeting 

will be approved at the following meeting  

and will then be published on 

www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the 

meeting at which they were approved 
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The services in December are as 
follows:- 
  
1 December 3.00 pm; Sung Communion 
8 December no service 
15 December 3.00 pm; Sung Communion 
22 December 3.00 pm; Carol Service 
 
There will be Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve in Newington, 
Lower Halstow and Iwade church at 11.30pm.    
 
Details of the range of services held within the benefice of 
the six parishes, to which Stockbury belongs, can also be 
found on the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or 
contact The Revd Liz Cox .   
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 
 
 Penny Stevens—PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Stockbury WI 
 
The Church Harvest Fair took place 

although the event wasn’t as well 

patronised as usual so takings were a bit down on previous 

years. Maybe now there are new people in the village, the 

Christmas Fair will see some new faces looking in, in Dec.  

Our cake stall did sell everything though and the bacon rolls 

were appreciated. 

 Irene, our Sports and Leisure Rep, had a good response 

for the Tenpin Bowling event. Nine sporty lasses went to 

Chatham and had a fun time in three teams to challenge each 

other. Joyce’s team won. 

 Another November meeting was held at Wendy’s for the 

annual programme planning. 

 Our monthly meeting was cancelled due to the Hall being 

used for the gathering after David Williams’ funeral. W.I. 

ladies were pleased to host this and arrange the catering. 

David had been our auditor and a good supporter of the W.I. 

for many years and will be missed. We extend our 

condolences to his family. 

 A party of ladies have tickets to go to the Show Ground at 

Detling to enjoy an appearance of Adam Henson on 21st. 

Nov. That’s right up Julia’s street! 

 There has been another request for our catering  services, 

after the Official opening of Stockbury Affordable Houses, 

to take place on 4th. Dec. from 2-4pm, which will fill a gap 

on that Wednesday! 

 Other December activities include an invitation to the 

Gardeners on the 5th, Christmas Fayre on 7th, our party 

afternoon on 11th and the popular Carols on the Green and in 

the hall on the 13th - we hope to see you there in good voice! 

 January’s meeting is a talk by Gardeners Chairman Chris 

Spree entitled “Walled Garden – 1st 10 years” on 8th Jan.  

So, new ladies in the village, why not come along and see 

what we enjoy? 

 In the meantime, we all wish you a wonderful Christmas 

and a happy and carefree New Year from us all. 

 

Bridget 

 

December Sudoku (medium) Solutions on 

page 10 

STOCKBURY NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 
 

Members braved the fireworks on the 5th November for an 

evening of Alternative Bingo! (a game brought back from 

Holland by Rosemary) which caused much laughter. Final 

arrangements were made for our Christmas Dinner and stall 

at the Christmas Fayre. Please come and support us on the 

7th December.  

 The 19th November was our last meeting of the year 

when we had our usual party, with food, fun and games. We 

will be back on the 4th February with a welcoming bowl of 

soup. Why not come and join us. Members wish everybody a 

Merry Christmas. 

Shirley Moss 

SERVICES AT SOUTH GREEN CHURCH 
 
Services will be held at the usual time, 10am, on 1

st
 and 8

th
 

December. 
 
You will be made most welcome in our little church 
 
On the 15

th
 we shall be holding our Carol service starting at 

3pm followed by tea in the hall. 
 
On the 22

nd
 and 29

th
 there will not be a service at South 

Green but you are invited to join the united service in 
Sittingbourne. 
 

 

Stockbury and South Green Churches 
Charity Lunch 

 
Our joint venture was again a great success and raised 
£285.55 for Dementia UK. Many thanks to all who supported 
the event. 
 

Freddie and Brenda 
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Stockbury  

Christmas Fayre 

 

Saturday 7th  December 

10.00 am–1.00 pm 
 

Great ideas for Christmas presents 
 Honey 

 Vintage handbags 

 Preserves 

 Cashmere wraps and scarves 

 Jams and lemon curd 

 Alpaca wool gifts 

 Bottle stall  

 Christmas gifts  

 Plants and garden produce  

 Cakes 

 Jewellery 

 Raffle for Christmas Hamper 

 Teas and bacon rolls 

STOCKBURY OBSERVER 

DEADLINES 
 

Please note the December 2013 deadline is the 20th. 
 

The following 2014 deadlines are generally the 3rd Friday 

of the month with the exception of January, May, August 

and October, when it will be the 4th Friday. 

 Please send your submission as soon as you can—no 

need to leave it to the last minute.  Many thanks for your 

consideration:   
 

December 20th 2013 July 18th 2014 

January 24th 2014 August 22nd 2014 

February 21st 2014 September 19th 2014 

March 21st 2014 October 24th 2014 

April 18th 2014 November 21st 2014 

May 23rd 2014 December 19th 2014 

June 20th 2014  
The Editor 

 

 

STOCKBURY WI 

INVITES YOU TO 

CAROLS ON THE GREEN 

WITH THE SALVATION ARMY BAND 

ON 

FRIDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2013 

7:00—7:30 pm 

ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 

 

VICTORIAN FESTIVITIES CONTINUE IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL WITH REFRESHMENTS, 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLES  

& (more) CAROLS 

 
DONATIONS OF NON-PERISHABLE FOOD WELCOME FOR THE 

SALVATION ARMY APPEAL BIN 

 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN TORCH OR LANTERN 

 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

Sponsored by MB Farm 

Affordable Houses 
 

The 8 new houses in the village have now been occupied 

and the parish council believes it would be a good idea to 

keep a list of anyone who has a connection to the parish 

and might be interested in  occupying one of these 

houses, or one of the Hyde houses in Bull Lane, if they 

become vacant at some time in the future. This will 

enable us to inform any interested parties as soon as a 

vacancy occurs and to pass on names to the relevant 

housing association. 

If you would like to, please register your name with the 

clerk, Sherrie Babington: 

 

e mail - stockburypc@sherriebabington.co.uk 

phone - 01634 867173 

Stockbury Parish Council 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 
 

It’s never too late...to advertise in the Stockbury Observer 

 Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and have remained unchanged for the third, consecutive year: 
 

 £85 for a half page  £55 for a quarter page 
 

 Our advertising year started in June but if you would like to take out an ad for the remaining months you still can. 

 Adverts for less than 12 months duration and smaller sized ads will be charged on a pro-rata basis on application.  Please 

email: stockburyobserver@googlemail.com to express your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an invoice will be 

sent along with details of how to pay. 

 If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, preferably in MS Word or Publisher.  Please bear in mind when 

designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may not look so good in black and white on the paper version, despite 

looking great on our website. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this parish plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great 

opportunity to promote your business:   The Editor  
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December Crossword 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

     All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order to 

fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, see page 3 for 

details.  Please provide your articles sooner if possible please.   

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

Solutions on page 10 

 

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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S T O C K B U R Y  C O T T A G E  
G A R D E N E R S  
December 2013 

If you thought that December was a time for forgetting the 

garden and putting your feet up in front of the fire, then think 

again.  It’s possibly the busiest time of the year, especially 

for planning the garden for 2014. 

 I am always in trouble for “talking” vegetables too much 

so this month I will start with flowers. 

 The time has not passed yet for planting tulips. Possibly it 

is reckoned better to plant after a good frost, the reason being 

that by then any mould and bacteria would have had a 

bashing from the cold. Daffodils: I would say that you could 

still plant now in the first week of December. A really great 

tip is to look for bargains in the shops as they will be marked 

down in price by now, so go and get a bargain. Remember, 

planting depths on most bulbs is two and a half times the size 

of the bulb. You may think 5 or 6 inches for a daffodil bulb is 

deep but it is correct. 

 Carnation cuttings can be taken now. Cut back 

chrysanthemums when they have finished flowering. Prune 

roses. If you planted sweet peas in September, they can be 

“stopped”.  This is done by pinching out the growing tip. 

Protect Christmas Roses (hellebores) by placing a cloche 

over them. If you want to risk leaving dahlias in the ground, 

cover them with a good layer of straw pegged down with 

chicken mesh.  Later in the month you can start to take 

Chrysanthemum Cuttings. 

 This year I am going to try and force some rhubarb as I 

have several large plants and they need dividing anyway. 

This is done by splitting the crown with a pair of garden 

forks, taking the parts to the greenhouse where they are 

planted in compost then covered in black plastic to exclude 

the light. I will advise next month as to how I get on  

 Whenever I visit the beach in the summer I always take an 

old compost sack and pick up seaweed.  The trick is to take it 

from the high tide line where the sun has already dried it out 

for you; firstly it is lighter to carry and is less smelly; 

secondly it is concentrated and hence less work in digging 

into the soil.  

 Before you strip down and compost your old bean haulms 

(stems/stalks) try burying them in the vegetable garden for a 

change. 

 Lift root vegetables before the heavy frost comes or you 

may not get them out of the ground!!  

 Now for the serious bit: it is time to plant onion seeds if 

you are serious about competition growing.  Usually, I start 

planting seeds in individual pots and germinate them at 20 

degrees C. Quickly drop the temperature to between 10 and 

12 degrees after germination. I will not be giving away any 

more secrets on how to grow rows of really tasty onions 

weighing 2.5 kilos each, unless you come to the Gardeners 

meeting in the village hall on 5th December to which you are 

all welcome. 

 Finally the seed orders from D T Brown will arrive in time 

for distribution as well on the 5th and for those members who 

all ordered together we saved a massive £400.00 well done, 

all of you. 

 Have a very Happy Christmas. 

 Chris Spree—Chairman 

Christmas Lights on the Village Green 
Following the problems last year, when many of the 

lights were broken,  the Hall Committee has decided 

to buy new lights which will be placed on the existing 

flowering cherry tree for the Christmas period.  

 The cost of these lights is approximately £300 and 

many of the organisations in the parish, as well as 

individuals, have contributed generously, but more 

money is needed. If you would like to make a 

contribution, please contact   

Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 
  

The next collection date is not available at 

the time of going to print. 
  

For more information : http://www.maidstone.gov.uk 

and click on Saturday Freighter Service Dates 

Dear Editor 

 

The Stockbury Fireworks and Halloween Hog Roast was 

excellent again this year.  I brought along guests this time 

who were absolutely amazed at how good the fireworks 

were and likened them favourably to larger displays that 

they had been to.  I cannot thank the Stockbury Orchard 

Fund Team enough for putting on this great event.  It is a 

real boost to our village community and incredible value 

for money.  The fireworks themselves must have been very 

expensive and the entrance fee pre-booked online was more 

than value for money. 

 Also thanks to MB Farms for the hog roast and Geoff 

Moody and helpers for the tea and coffee stand.  I'm sure 

that was much appreciated.  The face-painting booth was a 

success again (well done Jamie!) and many children and 

adults alike enjoyed having their face painted for the event. 

There were some pretty scary faces out there! 

 I was also impressed with the online survey conducted 

this year asking for our feedback on the event.  It gave me 

the opportunity to comment on my only concern, which 

was safety of visitors, as I am aware that at least one person 

fell in the dark and was injured.  Hopefully this can be 

addressed for next year.  But all in all, an excellent night! 

Well done and thanks to everyone! 

Denise Summer  

Chris and Sue Porter would like to 

wish all their friends in Stockbury a 

very merry Christmas and a happy 

new year.  

Instead of sending Christmas cards, 

we will be making a donation to 

Demelza House Hospice 

Christmas Lights on the Village Green 
Following the problems last year, when many of the 

lights were broken,  the Hall Committee has decided 

to buy new lights which will be placed on the existing 

flowering cherry tree for the Christmas period.  

 The cost of these lights is approximately £300 and 

many of the organisations in the parish, as well as 

individuals, have contributed generously, but more 

money is needed. If you would like to make a 

contribution, please contact   

Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Christmas Lights on the Village Green 
Following the problems last year, when many of the 

lights were broken,  the Hall Committee has decided 

to buy new lights which will be placed on the existing 

flowering cherry tree for the Christmas period.  

 The cost of these lights is approximately £300 and 

many of the organisations in the parish, as well as 

individuals, have contributed generously, but more 

money is needed. If you would like to make a 

contribution, please contact   

Sue Porter 01795 843715 
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STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
NOVEMBER MEETING 

 
Book Club met in the warm and cosy home of 
Keith and Ann Rich who supplied refreshments as we 
discussed the book we read this month: Nineteen Minutes 
by Jodi Picoult. 
 This book tells the story of a 17 year old American boy 
who, as a result of years of abuse and bullying, turns a gun 
on his classmates at his school in New Hampshire.  This 
was a very emotive book, especially in view of the fact that 
mass shootings seem to be always topical these days.  The 
book encouraged the reader to consider many aspects of 
life, such as what it means to be different, how peer 
pressure affects us, the role of parenthood and the fine line 
between good and evil.  It provoked a lot of discussion about 
gun laws and bullying in our group, with some surprising 
revelations! Some readers felt that if was too long-winded, 
however we all enjoyed it and we gave it a well deserved 
8/10. 
 We look forward to our next read which is Brighton Rock 
by Graham Greene.  If you have never read it, why not get 
hold of a copy and read along with us? You can compare 
your notes with our next month's book club report. 

Denise Summer 

 
 

STOCKBURY COMMUNITY  BUS 
Wow! How did that happen?  How did we get to the end of the 
year so quickly?  It only seems like a couple of weeks ago that I 
was planning our day trips and now here we are with Christmas 
chomping at our heels!  I hope you’re more prepared than I am! 
 I hope that you have enjoyed getting out and about these past 
twelve months on the bus; we’ve enjoyed having your company 
during our wonderful days out over the summer months and on 
our regular weekly runs.  We’ve encountered traffic chaos, 
atrocious and glorious weather in equal measure, along with your 
good humour and patience, for which we are grateful, except for 
the traffic chaos bit! 
 The bus will do it last run of the year on Thursday 19th 
December, which will be to Hempstead Valley and resume its 
duties on Monday 6th January, after a well earned rest of drivers 
and tyres. 
 All that is left for me to do now is to wish you all a happy 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year on behalf of all of us at the 
Community Bus HQ. 
 

See you in 2014!  Fiona x 

Stockbury Cricket Club  

 
in association with 

Hartlip CC 

 

Presentation Dinner 
Saturday 14thDecember 

7.00 for 7.30pm 

 

Stockbury Village Hall 

Anyone welcome!! 

Tickets £15 

Call Chris Porter 01795 843715 

The Harrow Public House 
STOCKBURY  

Telephone: 01795 842546  

Email: theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Roy and Di wish you a warm and hearty welcome to 
The Harrow, a 200 year old public house. We hope 
you enjoy your meal: if you do then please tell others, 
if you don’t then please tell us! We pride ourselves on 
providing quality food not fast food using local 
producers whenever possible. 
 

We carry a wide range of Beers, Wines and Spirits 
many of which are not on show so please ask if you 
cannot see your favourite. 
 

Pre-ordering is available but must be paid at time of 
order. 
 

Please check out our Facebook page for updates and 
information. 
 

Our Opening Times are: 
 

Monday  11.00 am – 9.00 pm 
Tuesday—Wednesday 11.00 am – 11.00 pm 
Friday & Saturday 11.00 am – 11.00ish 
Sunday 12.00 pm – 9.00 pm 
 

Food is served every day from 12.00 pm – 8.00 pm  
Please look out for our specials board 

and theme Nights 
 
 
 

Christmas Opening hours 
Xmas Day & Boxing Day 12—3 pm 

 
NEW YEAR’S EVE (ticket event) 

From 8 until late! 

£10 entry 
tickets available from The Harrow 

includes a buffet and first drink 

SAVE STOCKBURY CHURCH FUND 

MONTHLY DRAW—2013 
 

Winning Tickets Saturday 9th November  
 

1st prize Terry Brown Stockbury 
2nd prize Angela Collins Stockbury 
3rd prize Sheila Roper Newington 
 

December Prizes 
 
£100 £50 £30 £20 £15 

 

Tickets still on sale— now at £5 each until December 

 
 

STOCKBURY COMMUNITY  BUS 
Wow! How did that happen?  How did we get to the end of the 
year so quickly?  It only seems like a couple of weeks ago that I 
was planning our day trips and now here we are with Christmas 
chomping at our heels!  I hope you’re more prepared than I am! 
 I hope that you have enjoyed getting out and about these past 
twelve months on the bus; we’ve enjoyed having your company 
during our wonderful days out over the summer months and on 
our regular weekly runs.  We’ve encountered traffic chaos, 
atrocious and glorious weather in equal measure, along with your 
good humour and patience, for which we are grateful, except for 
the traffic chaos bit! 
 The bus will do it last run of the year on Thursday 19th 
December, which will be to Hempstead Valley and resume its 
duties on Monday 6th January, after a well earned rest of drivers 
and tyres. 
 All that is left for me to do now is to wish you all a happy 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year on behalf of all of us at the 
Community Bus HQ. 
 

See you in 2014!  Fiona x 
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mailto:theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk
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Mick and Brenda Bingham wish everyone 
a Happy Christmas and New Year. 

Brian, Liz and Jacob Lee would 
like to wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
We will not be sending Christmas 
cards but will instead be making a 
donation to the Wisdom Hospice. 

Halloween Firework Party 
 

Did you take yours?  We all took ours! 

What?? You say. 
 Carved pumpkins of course!  What a wonderful array there 

was; you are a talented bunch!  It was such a shame the wind 

was so fierce on the evening of the Firework Party so the 

candles inside them wouldn’t stay alight to show them at their 

best.  Thank you to all of you who took the trouble to bring 

them along. 

 Once again, we were treated to a magnificent display of 

fireworks that lit up the clear night sky with plenty of loud 

‘BANGS’ to keep us all happy and a roaring bonfire to boot!  A 

magnificent achievement in itself after all that rain. 

 Of course, this wonderful evening event wouldn’t have been 

possible without the business and private donations from the 

following: 
 

Nick and Terry Brown for the use of the Hog Roast machines 

and for donating a pig. 
 

Burden Bros., Detling Breakers, Fourayes Farm, Geoff & Fiona 

Moody, Rocket Computers, AT Stanard, Ratcliff Solicitors, 

Metro-Flow, Russell’s Commercials, John Goldsmith (Goldie), 

Tomsett Kent, Eddie Kingsford, Roy & Di at The Harrow,  

Spree NTD, Steadline, TMS Ltd, Laurence, our wonderful 

village postie, Robin Brown, Tony Leftwich, and Jon Collins 
 

And our small army of volunteer helpers: 
 

Dave Tomsett, Goldie & Jan, Heather Tomsett, Bruce & Mandy 

Findlay, Geoff & Fiona Moody, Tina Jacobs, Phil Monk, Craig 

(MBF), Clive (MBF), Chris (MBF), Lyle Cathcart, Alan 

Cooke, Andrea Fentum, The Southern Family, Chris Porter, 

Pauline Adams, Bev & Glen Martin, Graham, Nic & Holly 

Simmons, Tracey (The Harrow), Kirsty Monk, Aston Monk, 

Cliff, Charlotte Brown, Jon Collins, Roger & Irene Milton and 

Alex the First Aider. 
 

And finally, a huge thank you to the foolish souls who make up 

the Firework Party Committee; without all their plotting, 

planning and hard work, none of us would have enjoyed this 

spectacular evening.  Until next year … 

Fiona 

David Scott Williams 

22 July 1934 - 2nd November 2013 
 

It was with sadness that we learnt of the death of David 

on 2nd November. David had been quietly struggling 

with ill health for a long while, but had not let it stop him 

getting around and carrying out all his duties until the last 

6 weeks of his life.  

 He was not only a good friend to many but used his 

talents as an Accountant to the advantage of many 

organisations in the village. He was Treasurer to the 

Forum, Stockbury PCC, Save Stockbury Church Fund, 

Stockbury Parish Council, the Poors' Land Charity in 

Stockbury and many more.  

 He was solely responsible for the setting up of the 

monthly draw in aid of the Save Stockbury Church fund, 

which has been very successful due to his hard work. He 

took a major part in the all the administration for the 

recent restoration work at  St. Mary Magdalene Church, 

Stockbury, dealing with bills from many sources and 

applying for refunds from the VAT man.   

 At any village function you were sure to see David, 

running his bowling balls at the Fairs, taking floats 

around to stalls, selling raffle tickets at Carols on the 

Green and generally just being there, always ready to 

listen.   

 We have lost a good friend and he will be much 

missed by us all. 
Rev. Liz Cox 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
  

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

Find us now on Facebook! 

Post Office hours National Lottery now 

available 
 

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wednesday 9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Saturday 9.00 am—12.30 pm 

 

Opening hours leading up to Christmas Day: early til late 

(please check on the shop door for more information) 

25th December Closed  

26th December 10 am to 12 pm 

1st January 10 am to 12 pm 

POLICE CONTACT POINTS 
Source: http://www.kent.police.uk/Your_Neighbourhood/ward.seam?

id=1050&cid=269411 

Police Contact Point 
Sunday 8th December 2013 12.00 PM - 1.00 PM  

Venue: Stockbury Village Hall, The Street, Stockbury 

Sunday 22nd December 2013 12.00 PM - 1.00 PM  

Venue: Stockbury Village Hall, The Street, Stockbury  

Police Contact Point (cont.) 
Sunday 5th January 2014 12.00 PM - 1.00 PM  

Venue: Village Hall, The Street, Stockbury 
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Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 
 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m.  

close to where you live 
 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

Sponsored by 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 
We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 
info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  
Chartered Physiotherapists 
( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a  

‘day against’ pain... 

T h e  s e a s o n ’ s  g r e e t i n g s  t o  a l l  

o u r  f r i e n d s  i n  S t o c k b u r y ;      

m a y  y o u  h a v e  r e a l l y  h a p p y  

c e l e b r a t i o n s  !  

T h i s  y e a r  i n s t e a d  o f  s e n d i n g  

o u t  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  w e  o n c e  

a g a i n  s h a l l  b e  m a k i n g  a  

d o n a t i o n  t o  T h e  S m i l e  T r a i n  . 

  

Very best wishes to everyone ! 

  

Ann  &  Keith  Rich 

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out the front of Stockbury 

Village Hall every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.20 

am. 

WAYS TO COMBAT SEASONAL “DISORDERS” 

Source: The Week-End Book  first published 1924 

(not sure if these will help over-indulgences during the Christmas season of 2013! - Editor) 

Before Hobnailing the Liver... 
Before Occasions devoted to Hobnailing the Liver it is recommended to take half to one ounce of Olive Oil or to drink a 

glass of milk.  The Parkinson Herbal states that “if one doe eate five or sixe bitter Almonds before he fall into drinking 

company, it will keepe him from being overtaken more than the rest.” 

 

The Morning After… 
On the Morning After, comfort the cold and feeble brain by recalling the warming of Mayster Isaac Judaeus who saith: “It is 

unpossyble for them that drinketh overmoche water in theyr youth to come to ye aege that God ordained them.” 

 

Another… 
Let no cautious weekender set forth without good stock of tobacco, for, in the words of an old ballad: 

It helpeth digestion, of that there’s no question.  The gout, and the toothache, it easeth: be it early, or late, ‘tis never out of 

date, he may safely take it that pleaseth.   

 

Tobacco prevents infection by scents, that hurt the brain, and are heady: an antidote is, before you’re amisse, as well as an 

after remedy the cold it doth heat, cools them that do sweat, and them that are fat maketh lean: the hungry doth feed and if 

there be need, spent spirits restoreth again. 

 

Tobacco infused, may safely be used for purging and killing of lice: not so much as the ashes, but heals cuts and slashes and 

that out of hand, in a trice. 

Anon., 17th century 

 

Sponsored by 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 
We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 
info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  
Chartered Physiotherapists 
( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a  

‘day against’ pain... 

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 
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Visit us on: 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   
 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 
 
 

Available after the 1st of each 
month 

Scrooge: an alternative ending 

by  

Brendan Ferrill 
 

We’d promised a trip to London for little Tim. It would 

be a special occasion. A thoughtful little child prone to 

inspired responses, he was one of the children under our 

care and support. It was our main aim for Tim to receive 

the joys of what most youngsters have. He had a kind 

and loving family and that was a great help. We 

managed to obtain special priced tickets within the 

budget allowed; we had just enough to cover the cost to 

see the show “Scrooge” and a little treat afterwards. I 

did not know if Tim would understand it though but 

with Tommy Steel in the lead role I thought Tim would 

be bound to enjoy most of the show because Tommy for 

me always had that ability to appeal to everyone 

particularly youngsters and I never forgot him singing 

the “Little White Bull” and “The Ugly Duckling”, when 

I was a child. 

 At the final stage in the play, after the phantom of 

Christmas future had played it’s dreaded part, Tommy 

Steel in the guise of Scrooge, was sitting on the end of 

his bed crying, anticipating that he would live for ever 

beyond the grave in the form of an old ghost with no one 

to turn to and only able to reflect on his life of errors in 

not treating mankind well; his cruelty to Cratchet his 

clerk, Bell’s love unrequited, his meanness in putting his 

tenants on the street because he did not receive the rent 

on time, not giving to the poor, making carol singers sad 

by whacking them with his twelve inch ruler. Through 

the apparitions, past, present and future, he had learnt 

his lessons but it was too late to put the new Scrooge 

into practice.  He was sure that he had died and it only 

remained for him to pick up his monstrous chains and 

join his partner Marley with the other poor old ghosts. 

 In the par, the very renowned and accomplished 

actor, Tommy Steel, might like to know if he had 

become a bit staid in his performance, because he’d 

done it over and over again. Did he ever think, in spite 

of the standing ovations he received from many of his 

audience, if he really was that good? Who would dare to 

tell him... right at that instant! 

 But then, that is what happened: a very special 

moment as Scrooge sat there at the end of his bed. And 

it could only happen in this very special way because 

little Tim, infatuated with the new Scrooge, had taken 

everything in and accepted all that was happening.  He 

did not know what was about to happen, not being one 

of Dickens’ fans, well versed in the story so he was not 

aware of the expected ending and thus on this little 

child’s thinking and on his unique awareness, a 

compassionate response to Scrooge’s tears arose above 

the silence of the knowing audience all knowing but 

Tim. 

 

“Don’t cry Mr Scrooge.”  

~~~~~~~~ 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  

Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist 

Church Steward—Freddie Davey 01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

 07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch— 

Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

 timharnold@btinternet.com 

Stockbury Observer Editor 

Sue Gardner—Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency

 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 

Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Siobhan De Búrca 07772 226099 

 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  0845 3450210 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  

or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency 0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W.I.- Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

At Chestnut Plumbing we are always looking out for ways 

that we can help our customers, and make their heating 

systems better and more efficient 

but unfortunately we have to bring it to your attention that oil 

is being stolen from around the village at an alarming rate. 

The thieves are rather clever though  

as they are only stealing some oil out of the tanks  

and not all of it.  This makes you think that you are just using 

more oil than usual  

as the weather hasn’t been good. 

We can fit an alarm to any tank but it does have limitations 

Please keep an eye on the oil level of your tank and also look 

out for fuel caps or pipe work that has been tampered with. 

Please feel free to call us and we will be happy to talk to you 

about our service and any issues you might have with only 

friendly advice and no selling. 

Mark 07894067151 or Answer phone 01795 842291  

OFTEC registered and certified 

 Puzzle Solutions: 
 Crossword Sudoku 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

At Chestnut Plumbing we are always looking out for ways 

that we can help our customers, and make their heating 

systems better and more efficient 

but unfortunately we have to bring it to your attention that oil 

is being stolen from around the village at an alarming rate. 

The thieves are rather clever though  

as they are only stealing some oil out of the tanks  

and not all of it.  This makes you think that you are just using 

more oil than usual  

as the weather hasn’t been good. 

We can fit an alarm to any tank but it does have limitations 

Please keep an eye on the oil level of your tank and also look 

out for fuel caps or pipe work that has been tampered with. 

Please feel free to call us and we will be happy to talk to you 

about our service and any issues you might have with only 

friendly advice and no selling. 

Mark 07894067151 or Answer phone 01795 842291  

OFTEC registered and certified 

  
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

At Chestnut Plumbing we are always looking out for ways 

that we can help our customers, and make their heating 

systems better and more efficient 

but unfortunately we have to bring it to your attention that oil 

is being stolen from around the village at an alarming rate. 

The thieves are rather clever though  

as they are only stealing some oil out of the tanks  

and not all of it.  This makes you think that you are just using 

more oil than usual  

as the weather hasn’t been good. 

We can fit an alarm to any tank but it does have limitations 

Please keep an eye on the oil level of your tank and also look 

out for fuel caps or pipe work that has been tampered with. 

Please feel free to call us and we will be happy to talk to you 

about our service and any issues you might have with only 

friendly advice and no selling. 

Mark 07894067151 or Answer phone 01795 842291  

OFTEC registered and certified 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk

