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February 2016 

Regulars:  St Mary Magdalene Service dates; W.I. 
note; Poet’s Corner; Gardeners; NSY Club;  

Reports/Articles: Crime Report 

Notices & Dates: Deadline dates ; Community Bus 
schedule; Library; Book Club; Maidstone SO concerts ; 
etc. 

Mobile Library  The mobile library stops at the front of     

     Stockbury Village Hall every Thursday  

                 between 10.00 and 10.20 am 

PROPOSED CHANGES BY K.C.C.……….. 

SEE BACK PAGE 

 
Something in the air!! 

I recently thought I smelt a whiff of Spring 
But found it was a really different thing 

Something seemed to have gone terribly wrong 
Filling the village with a really dreadful pong 
I thought that I would have to lay the blame 

Upon a broken sewer or open drain 
Now the secret is out and everyone knows 

The village fills up when the cesspool tank shows 
                                                     

John Cockett 
                     

Ed—I don’t know if it sings—it certainly hums 

Diary for February 2016 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless other‐
wise shown. 

 

Mon 1st     

Tues 2nd Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 3rd Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

Thur 4th Gardeners 8.00‐10.00pm 

Fri 5th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 7th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00 am 

Tues 9th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 10th Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

    WI 7.00‐9.30pm 

Thur 11th Bowls 7.30‐9.30 pm 

Fri 12th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 14th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00 am 

Mon 15th     

Tues 16th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 17th Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

    Craft and Chatter 1.00‐3.00pm 

Thur 18th Bowls 7.30‐9.30 pm 

Fri 19th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 21st Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00 am 

Tues 23rd Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 24th Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

    Parish Council 7.30‐9.30pm 

Thur 25th Bowls 7.30‐9.30 pm 

Fri 26th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 28th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00 am 

REMINDER—CAN RUGBY BE REBORN 

Take part in a radio play on Wednesday 3rd Febru-
ary 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Harrow, Stockbury. See 

January 2016 Observer for info on what the play is 
about. We will be regularly meeting to perform and 
complete each part. 

Please Contact me on  my mobile if you want to  be 
in it – 07944811668 Ed 
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Visit us on: 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

 

You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   

 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 

 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND SLUDGE 

REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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Sunday 7th February   - 3pm      Sung Communion 
 
Sunday 21st February  - 3pm     Sung Communion 
  

St Augustine’s RC Church Deanwood 
Drive, Rainham Mass times are Saturday 10 
am and 6 pm, Sunday 9.30 am and 11 am and 
week days 9.30 am every day  

St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Stockbury 

STOCKBURY WI 

 Wednesday 2nd December.    

Eight Stockbury ladies attended North Downs District 
Carols held at Holy Cross Church, Bearsted and 
enjoyed sharing the singing and refreshments with 
fellow members.  

Saturday 5th December - Stockbury Christmas Fayre.   

The WI Christmas Hamper was won by Shirley Moss.  
Wendy and Joyce were kept busy in the kitchen 
sizzling sausages & bacon for rolls.   WI Scarecrow 
Emmeline Pankhurst was on the Village Green 
advertising the event (thank you Wendy)  and thanks 
to all our members for helping on the day. 

The Christmas Decorations in the Village Hall looked 
splendid and gave the perfect atmosphere for the 

Christmas Fayre.  Many visitors from within and 
outside the village came and purchased gifts and 
stayed to enjoy the refreshments. 

This was the first year that the Village Societies had 

organised the Fayre.  Thank you to everyone who 
helped advertise, set up and clear the hall and to the 
14 stallholders.     After hall hire was paid,  £40 was 

donated to the Salvation Army. 

 Wednesday 9th December Christmas Meal  

at the Bredhurst Bell PH was enjoyed by 11 members. 
We exchanged cards and secret santa gifts.   

 11th December “Carols on the Green”.   

The weather was kind to us and the Salvation Army played on 
the Green for the first part of the evening.   We then went into 
the hall where our WI members excelled themselves by 
providing refreshments for over 100 people, plus a buffet for 
the Salvation Army Band.   Irene Milton and Father Christmas, 
with his little helper Jake, kept the children busy and amused.   
There were more Carols, a reading, solos from the Salvation 
Army band and finally the raffles.   Brenda M, Secretary, 
thanked everyone for their help. Special thanks went to Rev. 
Mark Ham for opening the evening, to the Salvation Army band 
for their magical playing, to Rod Gibson and his team for 
lighting, car parking and setting up the hall,  to MB Farms for 
their sponsorship and to everyone who generously donated 
food to the Salvation Army food boxes and to you ALL for your 
support.  

Stockbury WI ladies wished everyone a Happy Christmas, a 
peaceful New Year and a safe journey home. 

 Stockbury WI is celebrating its 90th Birthday in February  

 

with an  American Supper.     

 

We are also purchasing a new seat for Stockbury playing field 
to commemorate our 90th year.   

Several of  our members have been poorly and the W.I. ladies 
have pulled together to keep events going. 

We are small, we are friendly, we have fun, so why not join us!   

We meet at the Village Hall on the second Wednesday in the 
month at 2pm in the Winter months and 7.30pm in the 
Summer.  We have excellent speakers, we enjoy cinema visits 
lunch club and outings.  

B Mace 

STOCKBURY CHURCH MONTHLY DRAW 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE CHURCH 

 

THE FIRST DRAW OF THE YEAR WILL BE ON  

SATURDAY MARCH 12TH 

Ed—I hope in this time of Christian Unity all—
whether you have a faith or not—can join in trying 
to making this world a better place and then who 
knows what wonderful things will happen? 
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The Harrow Public House STOCKBURY  

Telephone: 01795 842546  or 07973 282818 

Email: theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Roy wishes you a warm and hearty welcome to The Harrow, a 200 year old public house. I 
hope you enjoy your meal, if you do then please tell others, if you don’t then please tell us!  

We pride ourselves on providing quality food, not fast food, using local producers 
whenever possible. 

See us on Facebook or  

shepherdneame.co.uk/pubs/sittingbourne/
TheHarrow 

 

 

 

 

We carry a wide range of beers, wines 
and spirits many of which are not on 
show so please ask if you cannot see 

your favourite. 
Our Opening Times are: 

Mon 11.00 am – 9.00 pm 

Tues –Sat 11.00 am – 11.00 pm 

Sunday 12.00 pm – 9.00 pm 

Sunday lunches served from 12-5 pm  
Please look out for our specials 

Board  -  For events. 

Food is served every day. 

Monday –Saturday 12.00pm-8.00pm 

 

OBSERVER DEADLINE ! 

IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE OF PUT A STORY 
IN WE MUST HAVE IT BY 

17TH FEBRUARY 2016 

All stories, 
notices, let-
ters, recipes, 
articles and 

We carry out plumbing, heating  

and property maintenance 

 

A family run business  

with over 20 years of experience 

Please call or email us  

for a no obligation quote on:  

01795 410032 or 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 

We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 

info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  

Chartered Physiotherapists 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a 

‘day against’ pain... 

 

  01795 435 060 



Stockbury Gardeners February 2016 

I hope that those who have carrots and parsnips 
growing heeded the advice given last month. The 
middle of January saw the weather turn really 
cold, certainly mine could not be dug out of the 
frozen ground! 

I have managed to find myself in a panic in mid- 
January trying to find a supplier of bulk paraffin to 
fill up my greenhouse heaters. If anyone knows of 
a close  supplier to Stockbury please let me 
know? 

As a reminder that our weather really does affect 
us in the garden, how many of you have lost broad 
beans and garlic this year? Most have rotted in 
the ground and will need to be replanted. 

Elsewhere  in the Observer there is mention of a 
short course on “grafting fruit trees”. If you have 
the slightest interest in fruit trees this short hands 
on demonstration is a must as even I will be 
attending. It is being arranged by Pippa Palmer 
who some of you may recall sourced the funding 
for the Cherry orchard regeneration, our very own  
Chris Porter who works with Pippa has asked me 
to circulate notice of this event to all of you 
gardeners whether members or not. This is a 
FREE event please come and support it. 

People are asking when does the society  compost  
arrive?  Well I have it on good authority that MB 
farm shop will be receiving pallet loads of the 
fabulous Humax general purpose compost before 
mid- February. 

Members of Stockbury Gardeners have all had 
early delivery of seeds this year from Thompson 
and Morgan. 

Now that we have all had a good rest, February is 
where the work starts for the new growing season 
here are a few things to remember. 

 Replant rotted broad beans and garlic, 
you can play “catch up” by sowing beans 
in the greenhouse in old guttering. Once 
germinated and over one inch high, sorry 
25mm, harden off outside and when a 
little warmer simply transplant into the 
ground by slipping the whole row into a 
trench and gently heal them into the soil. 

 With garlic it would now be best to wait 

ALLOTMENT HELP NEEDED 

Carers Relief Service have an allotment at 
Hempstead and would like a knowledgeable 
gardener to help and guide others growing 
vegetables and fruit on Monday mornings. We’re 
a local charity who are supporting adults with 
various disabilities. If you can help please 
contact  

Teresa on     01634 715 995 

until the really cold weather has ended. 
 Parsnip can be planted in March, do NOT take 

any notice of what the seed packets say 
February is not the time to plant these seeds 
in Stockbury. 

 You can start to sow bedding plant seeds now 
if you have a warm greenhouse, conservatory 
or have a heated bench. 

 Rhubarb needs fresh compost and feeding, or 
if you have access to some old farmyard 
manure cover the crowns over and place a 
forcing pot to bring it on early. 

 Dig over the veg plot and remove weeds, if 
like mine this season the weeds have 
benefited from the early warm weather you 
might choose to use a spray or a ground cover 
weed suppressant material. 

 If you forgot to prune your wisteria in 
December you might wish to just tip some of 
the long shoots if they look as though they will 
become a nuisance. Clematis can be pruned 
now as well as Autumn fruiting raspberries 

 Sow - lettuce can be sown in the greenhouse 
in seed trays for an early crop. 

 Tomatoes, cabbage, cauliflower, leeks etc. 
can all be sown now in the greenhouse but 
remember you must heat it at this time of 
year. 

 By now the peach and nectarines will require 
at the very least a second spray of Dythane or 
similar to prevent peach leaf curl. 

 Watch out for the deals at the local 
superstores where you can purchase bare 
rooted fruit trees for under £5.00 

 

 Remember "A weed is a plant that has mastered every 
survival skill except for learning how to grow in rows." 

Have a good growing time February. 

Chris Spree 
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Oil Boiler Specialists  
 

A big thank you to all my loyal customers. 

I have been doing a lot of training  

and readying my company for the new RHI launch and to 
this effect we can now offer you biomass boilers  

(log, pellet and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

All design and installs in-house  

and this will allow you to gain the MCS payment from the 
government to cover the cost of installation.  

I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you all 

and keep your oil boilers running at their best. 

 

Give me a call or email 
 

Mark Viccars  

Local Electrician 

Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates  

 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

MAIDSTONE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Concert Dates 

Ticket information 

Single concert tickets are £10, £20 and £25 

Full time Students with a student card £5 

Season tickets (5 tickets) are £45, £85 or £105 

Children up to and including 18 years of age are FREE 

All tickets available from the Membership Secretary,  

Alan Veal on 07817429143 (cash or cheque only) 

Tickets can be collected on the concert evening at Mote Hall Bookings can 
also be taken using the form on www.mso.org.uk 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 

It’s never too late...to advertise in the Stockbury Observer 

Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and have remained unchanged for the fifth, consecutive year: 

 £85 for a half page £55 for a quarter page 

Our advertising year started in June and new adverts for less than 12 months duration will be charged on a pro-rata basis and prices on 
application for ads smaller than a quarter page.  If you would like to take out an ad for the remainder of our advertising year, please email -
stockburyobserver@gmail.com to express your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent along with details of how to pay. 

If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, preferably in MS Word, Powerpoint or Publisher.  Please bear in mind when designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may 
not look so good in black and white on the paper version, despite looking great on our web version. 



AWARD  WINNINGM B Farms  

Opening Hours 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am —5.00 pm  

       Sunday        8.00a.m.—3.00p.m. 

Post Office hours 

Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri           9.00 am—5.00 pm 

I RAKED THESE GEMS up from the past 
and thought it might amuse you ! 

Here are a few more insights into how the 
Americans viewed us in the second world war, from 
their services handbook given to the GIs before 
they landed on our shores 

British Railways have dinky freight cars (which 
they call ‘goods wagons’) not because they don’t 
know any better. Smaller cars allow quicker 
handling of freight at the thousands and thousands 
of small stations.  

British automobiles are little and low-powered. 
That’s because all the gasoline has to be imported 
over thousands of miles of ocean.  

British taxicabs have comic-looking front wheel 
structures. Watch them turn around in a 12 foot 
street and you’ll understand why. 

The British don’t know how to make a good cup of 
coffee. You don’t know how to make a good cup of 
tea. It’s an even swop. 

The British are leisurely– but not really slow. 
Their crack trains hold world speed records. A 
British ship held the trans-Atlantic record. A 
British car and a British driver set world’s speed 
records in America. 

Do not be offended if Britishers do not pay as full 
respects to national or regimental colours as 
Americans do. The British do not treat the flag as 
such an important symbol as we do. But they pay 
more frequent respect to their national anthem. In 
peace or war ‘God Save the King’ (to the same tune 
as our ‘America’) is played at the conclusion of all 
public gatherings such as theatre performances. 
The British consider it bad form not to stand to 
attention, even if it means missing the last bus. If 
you are in a hurry, leave before the national 
anthem is played. That’s considered alright………….. 

The best authority on all problems is the nearest 
‘bobby’ (policeman) in his steel helmet. British 
police are proud of being able to answer    almost 
any question under the sun. They’re not in a hurry 
and they will take plenty of time to talk to you. 

…….. Remember…. There are housewives in aprons 
and youngsters in knee pants in Britain who have 

lived through more high explosives in air raids than many 
soldiers saw in first class barrages in the last war. 

Looking at our society now it is interesting to 
consider how we have changed and wonder what a 
handbook written by an American, would say about 
us in the present day. 

Ann Rich 

 

STOCKBURY  BOOK  CLUB 

In December we decided to read a novel which was published 
in 1920 and which won the Pulitzer Prize in 1921. Entitled 
‘The Age of Innocence’ by Edith Wharton, it focuses on the 
restrictions and expectations of New York Society in the 
1870s. Wharton was commenting on the hypocrisies of 
Manhattan Society as her central character, Newland Archer 
sacrifices personal happiness and desire for duty and the 
social order of this era. Whilst he has the strong desire to 
break free when he falls in love with a married (but separated 
from her husband) countess he follows the expected path of 
marriage to a suitable young lady and the career expected of 
him. 

Several of our reading group found this novel, while giving us 
a good insight into the unwritten social rules and regulations 
of the erea quite unexciting to read. The style of writing is 
rather ponderous and the storyline holds no surprises 
although a couple of readers in our group persevered to the 
end. 

There is a film version of the novel directed by Martin 
Scorsese in 1992, and maybe, just maybe, we might consider 
it our choice for our film night when we can compare the two!  

Overall we awarded ‘The Age of Innocence’ 4/10. 

Jan Butterfil 
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Overall we awarded ‘The Age of Innocence’ 4/10. 

Jan Butterfil 
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Bespoke Kitchen, Bathroom & Bedroom Installations 

We provide a full service package which not only includes the supply and installation 
of your new kitchen or bathroom but also all of the associated plumbing & tiling, 
electrical installation, plastering, small building works and decoration. Our highly 
skilled fitters and engineers will see to every detail of your installation from start to 
finish and with each job supervised you can relax and watch your new room take 
shape to your custom design. We are members of Checkatrade with an average rat-
ing of 9.7 and also Kent County Council Trading Standards approved with  all the 
relevant accreditations and insurances.  

A family run business so our reputation is our guarantee.                         

  Telephone 01622 616117                         

website: www.elliottinstall.co.uk   email: elliott.install@gmail.com 

I am a very experienced dog groomer, in the business for 7 years. I recently moved into the area and am pleased to offer my 
mobile van based dog grooming services for all small to medium size breeds.  



Kent Orchards for 

everyone 

for Everyone 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Learn at your ease 
Let’s have some laughter 

Come raise the trees!!! 
 

 Join us and learn how to Graft 
Saturday, 27th February, 2016 

10.00am 

Stockbury Village Hall 

Equipment will be provided just bring yourselves along 
Event is free 

Contact Pippa Palmar 01303815170 
Or Chris Porter 01795 843715 

by 19th February, 2016 
 

        

 Are you a Grafter? 
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Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 

Pick ups from 9.30 am close to where you live 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

Sponsored by 

Saturday Freighter Service/Stockbury Village Hall 

The next collection date is Saturday  

March 5th 2016 10.15—11.00a.m. 

For more information : http://www.maidstone.gov.uk 

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Cricket Club—Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 
                                                   th.bul2@yahoo.com  
Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  
Revd Liz Cox 01795 435184 

elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 
Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club—               Brian Crisp 01634 231886  

Dog Club— Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners—Lex Sargent 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 
Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 
Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin           
 01622 202357 
 07967 224839 
MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch— 
Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 
Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842 691 
Kent Messenger correspondent                             
Claire Adams 01795 841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 
Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
timharnold@btinternet.com 
Stockbury Observer Editor  07944811668 

Brendan Ferrill—Stockburyobserver@gmail.com 
WI Brenda Mace                                   01622 884 746        
 
Police – Emergency only 999 
Non-emergency 101 
& ALL General enquiries 
 
Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Ryan Waring                               07969584213 
5872@kent.pnn.police.uk  
PCSO Dave Rolley                                 07772226097 
59079@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 
  

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  03000 41 71 71 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 03000 41 81 81  
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem  
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  
or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency             0333 000 0365 
South East Water Leak line                0333 000 3330 
Potholes 

 www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes  

The minutes for our parish council meeting will be  ap-
proved at the following meeting and will then be published 
on www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the meeting at 

which they were approved 

Proposal for a Letters Column 

Several villagers have expressed an interest in    having a let-
ters column. Please send in your views about anything to do 
with the parish. 

We’ll publish them subject to our usual considerations and pro-
cedures. The Editor reserves the right to publish or shorten 
articles letters and notices. All contributions must have a 
genuine name and contact  number or email. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and 
not those of the Editor or Parish Council. To contact the edi-
tor:                                                                                
Email: stockburyobserver@gmail.com   

In order to make the Mobile Library Service more cost 
effective the K.C.C. is reviewing schedule times and 
venues. If you want to register your opinion on their 
proposals go to  

www.kent.gov.uk/mobilelibraryservice 

Or discuss the matter with the mobile library driver 

Or phone 03000 413131 (Mon—Fri 8a.m.—6p.m.) 



                                                


