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All I can say is, “Wow!”  I have never 

received so many letters in one month for the 

Stockbury Observer!  Feelings have certainly been 

running rather high in our parish this month! 

 

Last month at the Parish Council Open Evening, I 

made the exciting announcement I would like to 

train an apprentice interested in (Stockbury) grass 

roots journalism.  See page 7 for more info. 

 

The Sweet Pea and Rose show was amazing this 

year.  So many colourful exhibits.  For the full report 

see page 6 and more colour photos will be on our 

website soon. 

 

There are plenty of forthcoming events for you to 

add to your diaries and I hope the weather is good 

for our Cherry Orchard picnic on the 19th July. 

 

Sue Gardner 

Also this month: 
Regulars: St Mary Magdelene Service dates; W.I. 
report; Poet’s Corner; Gardeners; NSY Club; (sorry, no 
Rural Ramblings—no space!) 
Reports/Articles: Summer insects; Cricket reports; 
Book Club; Crime Report; Care Choices Directory; 
Sweet Pea & Rose Results 
Letters: Oh yes, there are quite a few of these! 
Notices & Dates: Draw results; A249 cross-overs; 
Freighter information; Deadline dates 2014; Cherry 
Orchard picnic; Community Bus schedule; Library; 
Cricket fixture dates; Murder Mystery evening; 
Halloween & Community Bus volunteering 
opportunities; Fun Quiz (Sept); Maidstone SO concerts 
(from Oct) A Whole lot of Holes! 

by John Cockett 

 

Have you seen a man with a brush in your lane? 

Painting white edges around holes again 

The secret of white stuff didn’t you know 

Is a special manure to help make them grow. 

You will note the repairers as they sneak away 

Leaving some holes for another pay day! 

July 2014—Editor’s notes Diary for July 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Tues 1st Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
  NSYC 7.30-9.30 pm 
Wed 2nd Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
  Hall Meeting 4.15-5.00 pm 
Thur 3rd Gardeners 8.00-10.00 pm 
Fri 4th Parish Council 10.15-11.30 am 
  Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 5th Dog Club  2.00-5.00 pm 
Sun 6th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
Tues 8th Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 9th Pilates 9.30-10.30 pm 
  WI 2.00-4.00 pm 
Fri 11th Private Booking 1.30-7.30 pm 
  Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sat 12th Murder Mystery: 
  Cricket Club 7.00-11.00 pm 
Sun 13th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
  Cricket Match - Field 1.30-7.30 pm 
Tues 15th Bowls  2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 16th Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
  WI 1.00-3.00 pm 
  Parish Council 7.00-9.30 pm 
Fri 18th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 20th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
Tue 22nd Bowls 2.00-4.00 pm 
Wed 23rd Pilates 9.30-10.30 am 
Fri 25th Dancing Club 8.00-10.30 pm 
Sun 27th Dog Club - Field  10.00-11.00 am 
Tues 29th Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes 
 

The minutes for a parish council meeting will 

be approved at the following meeting  

and will then be published on 

www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the 

meeting at which they were approved 
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The services in July are as follows:- 
 
6 July 6.00 pm Sung Communion 
13 July Evensong  
20 July 6.00 pm Songs of Praise (see pg 8) 
27 July 6.00 pm Evensong 
 
The church is now open from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm every 
Saturday and Sunday until the end of September. You are 
invited to visit and enjoy the peace of this special building.  
 
Details of the range of services held within the benefice of 
the six parishes, to which Stockbury belongs, can also be 
found on the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or 
contact the Revd Liz Cox .  
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox – tel: 01795 435184  
 

Penny Stevens—PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Stockbury WI 
 

David Westphal presented us with an 

interesting and informative talk on 

traditional English cheeses, tasting and cookery tips! 

 It was an open evening: members of the gardening 

club came along and friends and husbands had been invited. 

 Although David is a wine maker by profession - it was 

soon obvious that he had knowledge and a passion for 

traditional cheese making. 

 A family run business, Cliff Dyball and wife Julie 

gave up their city jobs in 2002 to make their living from their 

passion: cheese.  Work in the dairy starts at 6 am.  Following 

sterilisation the milk is pumped into the vats and the 7 hour 

cheese processing begins.  Cheeses are left to mature for 3-

10 months.  Products are entirely shaped by nature and 

defined by organic processes at every stage. 

 Raw milk is derived from locally sourced single herds 

and flocks of contented animals roaming in lush green fields 

in their native pastures.  They care passionately about animal 

welfare. 

 The dairy’s entire cheese range is made using animal 

free rennet approved by the vegetarian society. 

 David mentioned that cheese mites (alarmed faces at 

this point!) can be a nuisance and cheese containers have to 

be regularly hoovered out to get rid of these unwelcome 

creepy bugs!  Invisible to the naked eye, when clustered 

together they resemble fine brown dust.  Some mites are 

attracted to flour and grains but apparently they contribute to 

the flavour of certain cheeses. 

 While the tasty pieces of cheese were being handed 

around we had a four legged visitor (no, not cheese mites!) a 

white Westie Terrier called Ron, obviously tempted in by the 

delicious aromas of cheese wafting out of the open doors.  

He was a lucky chappie and managed to eat a few chunks of 

cheese before being rescued by his slightly embarrassed 

owner.  Needless to say we all liked cheeky Ron! 

 David remarked candidly that the over-75-year-olds 

tend to go for a very strong, mature cheese as our taste buds 

diminish with age!   

 We were given tasters from Buttercup Cheddar (Jersey 

cows) to Burwash Rose made from raw Friesian cow’s milk, 

a sticky cheese with floral notes.  We all of course had our 

favourites. 

 A successful, happy evening and a lively informative 

talk by David Westphal.  Purchases of our favourite cheese 

were made, followed by a welcoming table of fresh English 

strawberries and cream, cheese and biscuits and a glass or 

two of fine chilled wine.  

 

=+=+=+=+=+ 

On Tuesday 3rd June, four of our ladies went to Tunbridge 

Wells, kindly chauffeured by our President Julia (bravely 

coping with A249 at 8.45 am) for a crochet workshop.  All 

enjoyed the day, coming home with ideas of continuing at 

home with what they had learnt during a very enjoyable day.  

Perhaps we will see something of what they have learnt at 

our next craft stall.  
Maureen Mannering 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out the front of Stockbury Village 

Hall every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.20 am. 

Not So Young Club 
The Harvest Fair took place on the 24th May. We had a 

successful Kitchen & Bathroom stall thanks to our 

members donations, also their support on the day.  

 We are told that laughing is good for you and that is 

what we did on the 17th June meeting when Rosemary 

brought a game, 'Alternative Bingo' from Holland, 

which had us laughing and there were prizes to be won 

as well. 

 On the 17th June we made our way to the 'Fruiterers 

Arms' for our 'meal out', which was very much enjoyed 

by everyone. 

Shirley Moss 

A249 Cross-overs 
 

Don’t forget the Kent Show at the Detling 

showground is on from 11th-13th July.  Please 

be aware the cross-overs on the A249 will be 

closed during major Show days. Please plan your journey. 

STOCKBURY CHURCH MONTHLY DRAW 
 

The draw for 2014 took place on Saturday 14th June 

Congratulations to the winners: 

  

1st prize - Claire Stevens 

2nd prize - Judith Sanford 

3rd prize - Alan Amos 

  

Subsequent draws will be on the second Saturday of every 

month until December. 

Stockbury Church PCC 
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Visit us on: 
www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   
 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 
 
 

Available after the 1st of each 
month 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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Fixtures for July and August 

Come along and support our team! 

July 6th Friendly Belnor Away 

July 13th League Kingsnorth CC Home 

July 20th League Borden Sunday XI Away 

July 27th League Harrietsham CC Away 

Aug 3rd Friendly Gore Court Away 

Aug 10th League Boughton-Under-Blean Away 

Aug 17th Friendly Cobham 2nd XI Home 

Aug 24th League Holcombe&Bluebell Hill Away 

Aug 31st Social Burden Big Bash BBQ Home 

 
All matches to start at 2 pm prompt but please always check with 

our Captain, Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 

STOCKBURY Cricket Club  

in association 

with Hartlip CC 

STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB—June’s Report 
 

This month we read The Broken Man by Josephine 
Cox. 
 If any of you 'Stockburyites' read any of the 
Bookclub titles, you may wish this month that you hadn't bothered 
Without exception everyone in the group did. It scored a miserly 
average of 2.7! 
 The story concerns a child whose mother is murdered by his 
father. He is befriended by the school bus driver who continues to 
support him whilst he is in care and eventually fostered and 
reunited with what turns out to be his true father. 
 Despite very encouraging reviews we all found the writing style 
to be shallow with really badly drawn characters.  Despite what we 
thought Josephine Cox is clearly a very popular author with fifty 
published books - so clearly for some people out there, she is the 
cat's whiskers! 
 If you like stereotypical characters with highly predictable 

outcomes this may be for you.  As for the rest of us we are 
hoping for something better with next months book and good 
weather for our summer barbecue. 

Moira Cooke 

 
Finding care is made easier in Kent 
 
The new 2014/15 Kent Care Directory is now available. The 
Directory is packed with useful editorial that explains all 
available care options and includes comprehensive listings 
of care providers for residential care or care in your own 
home. There is also guidance on paying for care and what 
financial assistance is available from the Government. 

 
Robert Chamberlain, Publisher of the Care Choices 
Directories, comments ‘When choosing care you should be 
armed with the most up-to-date information to help you 
decide which kind of care is most suitable, who will provide it 
and how it is to be funded. The Care Services Directory is 
an invaluable source of information for anyone considering 
long term care’. 

 
If you want to speak to someone about care options, 
funding, accessing services or other care-related questions 
you may have, call this directory’s free helpline on   0800 38 
92 077. The friendly operators can give you more 
information, talk through any queries and provide you with a 
shortlist of care homes, in your chosen location, that meet 
specific care needs. 
 
To receive a free copy of the 2014/14 Kent Care Directory 
simply call Kent County Council on 03000 416161. 
 
It is also available in e-book format with a spoken word 
option via www.carechoices.co.uk   
 
 
Care Choices Ltd was established in 1993 and is a leading 
publisher of care directories for Councils across the UK. 
 
The listings of care providers contained in Care Choices’ 
publications are supplied by the regulatory body Care Quality 
Commission. 
 
Kent County Council is a distributor of the Care Choices 
Directory which is available free of charge to members of the 
public. 

Dear Editor, 

 

On D-Day Bruce and I heard a piper 

at Stockbury Church. It turns out a 

lone lorry driver had parked up and 

got his bagpipes out to play in 

remembrance. We stood at our gate 

listening to his wonderful playing 

for half an hour. Cars passed the 

church, slowing to get a look at 

where the music was coming from. 

We approached him for a 

photograph and to ask his name and he was a Scottish man 

from Gillingham called Peter Tennant. He often plays at 

weddings and parties and calls himself 'The Happy Piper'.  

www.thehappypiper.yolasite.com  

Mandy Brown 

Crime Report—May 2014 
 

[Reference: YA29/28/5] 
This is a crime and community message from Maidstone & 
District Neighbourhood Watch. We would like to inform you of 
the following information for your area. 
 
Two lawn mowers were stolen from an outbuilding in Hazel 
Street, Stockbury between 7.50am and 12.45pm on 21 May. 
Crime report no. YY/009977/14 
 
If you have any information in connection with this message, 
please dial 101. 

Dear Editor, 
 

Is there anybody who would be interested in driving a family 

of eight to Southampton on the Stockbury Minibus in 

October this year and collecting them at a later date to bring 

them back to the village? The driver must hold a license with 

provision to drive a minibus.  

 Please ring for details 07734 002724  
Mandy Brown 



Page 5 

 

Anniversary Party 
 

To celebrate their first year in Stockbury as landlords 

of the Harrow pub, Roy and Di will be holding an 

anniversary party on Bank holiday Monday (25th 

August).  All welcome. 

Frittenden C.C. vs Stockbury C. C. 

Sunday 8th June 2014 
 

Bolstered by the return of several players from 

university, Stockbury travelled to Frittenden.  For the 

first time that any of those present could remember 

Tom Bulbrook correctly predicted the final orientation 

of a spinning coin and chose to bat. Wickets fell 

steadily to a relatively benign attack and Stockbury 

were dismissed in 29 overs for 105.  Opener Nick 

Emery (30 from 42 balls), Joe Martin (24 from 18) and 

Steve Clare (10 from 8) were the only men to reach 

double figures. 

 Undeterred, the team returned from an early tea 

and again wickets fell at regular intervals as the home 

side’s innings closed on 89 in the 33rd over. Joe Martin 

(5 for 31 from 9 overs), Tom Bulbrook (3 for 14 from 

8.1) and Nick Emery (2 for 18 from 9) were the wicket 

takers, whilst Aston Monk bowled economically 

conceding 10 runs from his 5 overs. 

Glen Martin 

Stockbury Scorer 

STOCKBURY Cricket Club  

in association 

with Hartlip CC 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockbury C.C. vs Eastchurch C.C.  

Sunday 1st June 2014 
 

Deprived of a number of first team regulars, a ten man 

Stockbury team chose to bowl first against Eastchurch. 

The decision looked to be a good one when cover 

fielder Steve Clare scored a direct hit run out off the 

first ball. Tom Bulbrook and Luke Collins bowled tidily 

to restrict the visitors to 30 for 3 from 10 overs, the 

latter bowling his 6 overs straight through finishing 

with 2 for 17. Steve Clare took a catch off his father 

Simon’s bowling to dismiss the 4th Eastchurch batsman 

before Aston Monk tore the heart out of the visitors’ 

middle order with 4 wickets for 12 runs from 5 overs, 

starting with an excellent low return catch and 

including 3 wickets in 1 over. Tom Bulbrook returned 

to polish off the tail as the Eastchurch innings closed on 

71 in the 26th over. 

 The Stockbury reply started steadily. Tom 

Bulbrook and Jon Brignall reached 28 before the former 

was caught for 14. Jon batted circumspectly but was 

bowled for 14. No other home player reached double 

figures. Mark Collins looked assured and hit a number 

of excellent shots unfortunately many found fielders. 

The ninth Stockbury wicket fell in the 31st over with the 

score on 69 leaving the home players to contemplate 

what might have been.  

Church Lane bottleneck 

 

It was mentioned at the June Parish Council meeting that 

the overgrown hedges along Church Lane by the church 

have been recently cut back.  As editor of this newsletter, I 

am very happy to publicly acknowledge and thank Angela 

and Robin Brown and Alec Jacobs for doing this work and 

helping to make safer this bottleneck of the road. 

Sue Gardner—Editor 

Dear Editor, 

 

I am sorry if this sounds like a rant but I am getting rather 

fed up with dog owners not clearing up their dog’s poo 

along our lanes.  This includes where the offending mess is 

hung on the bushes in a plastic bag, never to be retrieved by 

the owners on the way home.  Dog poo is not the same as 

horse droppings: you would never use the former as manure 

on your garden! 

 Also, at this time of the year, where everything has had a 

sudden growth spurt, it would be really nice if residents 

could keep their vegetation trimmed so as not to obstruct the 

pathways. 

 And lastly, Cedar Gardens residents have allocated 

parking and although not all have cars, I would just ask that 

other motorists park considerately so as not to take up two 

spaces instead of one. 

 Thank you  

Pete—resident of Cedar Gardens 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 

 
The next collection date is 12th July 10:15-11:00 am 
  

For more information : http://www.maidstone.gov.uk 

and search for Saturday Freighter Service Dates 

Dear Editor 

 

I know there's not a ban on bonfires in the daytime, but I'm 

sick and tired of it especially when it's a hot day and 

everyone is trying to dry washing to save money. It's the 3rd 

time in 3 weeks that I’ve had to re-wash my washing.  I wish 

people would have some common decency and respect to at 

least wait until 4 pm when people have dried their washing. 

I’ve just arrived back from holiday and have piles of it and I 

can't put it out. 

 Such a shame that in a small village like this that some 

people can be so inconsiderate. 

 

Name and address supplied to the Editor 
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FLUTTERING BY IN JULY 
When was the last time you saw somebody chasing 

butterflies?  I don’t mean this metaphorically but literally 

chasing butterflies with a net?  Thankfully, this seems to be a 

pastime no longer practised, the results of which are confined 

to the Natural History museums and musty private collections. 

 These days the trend is to attract butterflies and other 

flying insects to our gardens to benefit our crops by 

pollinating them.  I sowed my insect-loving seeds in March 

and like Jack’s beanstalk they grew seemingly overnight.  A 

few days ago, heavy rain pounded them over so I rescued 

what flower-heads I could and put the un-named purple 

flowers in a vase of water on the patio.  The next day, the 

flowers were smothered in bees and other insects I’d never 

seen before!  So not all was lost! 

 Keep your eyes open for some of the following: 

 

Mason Bee (a solitary bee apparently more efficient at 

pollination than the honey bee!) 

Small Adonis Blue (the female isn’t 

blue!) 

Small pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Heath Fritillary 

White Admiral 

Silver-washed Fritillary 

Hummingbird Hawkmoth 

 

See http://www.kentbutterflies.org/species.php for more 

information 

Sue Gardner 

60th Sweet Pea & Rose Show 
 

We had a fine summer’s day, possibly too hot for a show!  Nonetheless, our members pulled out all the stops and presented 

103 entries for our show.  Considering the weather there were some fine displays of sweet peas and roses, other flowers and 

flower arrangements not to mention the vegetables, fruit and cookery which were also well represented. 

 

The thing that was a shame was there were absolutely no children’s entries, even though a whole page in the Stockbury 

Observer had been given up to advertise that this event is open to all the children in Stockbury.  This includes grandchildren 

of those living in Stockbury.  So come on Stockbury, you have another chance, as there is another show in August and again 

we’ll have a children’s section, so look out for details in the August edition! 

 

Sweet Pea & Rose Show Results 

 

Sweet Pea Challenge Cup Lex Levermore 

Rose Challenge Cup Di Spree 

Buck Salver Peter Pressnell 

Ellen Clark Challenge Cup Lex Levermore 

Florrie Pearson Cookery Trophy Brenda Mace 

KFHS Silver Medal - Best in Show Lex Levermore 

Highest Points in Show Lex Levermore 

 

 

Detling Garden Show 

In May three of our gardeners, Jacqui Harman, Lex Levermore & Di 

Spree represented Stockbury Cottage Gardeners against Tunstall 

Horticultural Society in the annual Botanical Gardening Quiz, hosted by 

Jacqueline Aviolet.  They were supported by their mascots, Bill & Ben 

and Little Weed, otherwise known as Rod & Wendy Gibson and their 

daughter Hazel, dressed in costumes supplied by Wendy’s Wardrobe.  

After quite a few tough rounds of 

questioning, Stockbury won! 

The Children’s table! 

Sweet Peas and Roses  

(more photos on Stockbury.org.uk) 
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STOCKBURY  COTTAGE GARDENERS 
July 2014 

Since I have been writing these notes for the Observer, it 
seems that we have not had a “normal” season; this year’s 
weather is no exception.  Whilst on my knees last week I 
was paying particular attention to the onion bed so as not 
to damage the leaves.  My worst fears were founded when I 
noticed the early stages of Downey Mildew!!!!  If not dealt 
with by spraying it will totally destroy the crop.  I hope I 
have seen it early enough to stop further damage occurring. 
 This month in the greenhouse you will need to keep the 
temperature down by ventilating well.  Tomatoes will like 
the heat but they require a large amount of water and 
feeding, so make sure that they do not dry out as they will 
get blossom end rot.  Cucumbers however require heat and 
humid conditions but they suffer from botrytis and the 
stems rot above the soil level.  I counteract that by 
transplanting from the 4” pots that they are grown in, 
cutting the bottom out of the pot and placing the whole pot 
into a larger one leaving it proud of the soil surface by 
about 3”.  This seems to work well: the roots manage to get 
enough water by feeding from the bottom of the hole cut 
out.  
 Soon you should be harvesting tomatoes and 
cucumbers. 
I have experimented in the greenhouse with French beans 

this year, by growing up canes.  This has really worked well 
and we had our earliest crop in 2nd week of June. 
 Outside, runner beans could really do with large 
amounts of water not only to irrigate them but to assist 
with pollination; the beans originate from humid areas in 
South America. They thrive also with a mulch of grass 
cuttings. 
 Watch out for potato blight.  Spray with fungicide at the 
first signs or when conditions such as cold nights and hot 
days occur.  A trick I use is to spray my roses with the same 
mix the potatoes to keep off black spot and mildew. 
 Keep feeding vegetables with foliar feed once a week.  
Watch out for aphids but do not always react by spraying 
because if you are patient and have ladybirds in the garden 
they can finish off the job for you, especially on runner 
beans. 
 Cut back and trim herbs , they can be hung up and dried 
in a shed.   
 Dead head flowers to improve the next flower heads. 
 Trim box hedges and compost the cuttings. 
  
 Have  a good summer and remember… 
 
“The work of a garden bears visible fruits –in a world where 
most of our labours seem suspiciously meaningless” 
Pam Brown 1928. 

Chris Spree—Chairman  

Love Kent 
20 June 2014 
 
Our Street Cleaning Team (Maidstone Borough Council: Ed) braved one of 
Maidstone’s fastest roads this week to clean up the rubbish thrown from vehicle 
windows.  
 The team worked alongside teams from Kent County Council to tidy up areas 
along the A249 from 16-18 June, working from 7 pm until midnight to cause as little 
disruption as possible. 
 The work comes during a month long drive across Kent to remind people to Love Kent and help keep the county tidy. In 
Maidstone alone, £1.5 million is spent every year cleaning the streets, including litter picks like this one, and people can 
really help by putting their rubbish in the bin. 
 Our Cabinet Member for the Environment, Councillor Marion Ring, said: “Cleaning up rubbish along the highway is 
dangerous for our staff and expensive for taxpayers. You can help keep Kent tidy by keeping a carrier bag in the car for your 
rubbish so that you can put it in the bin when you get home.” 
 Councillor David Brazier, Kent County Council Cabinet Member for Environment & Transport, said: “Kent is one of the 
most beautiful areas of the country with outstanding scenery, historic towns and wonderful beaches. What a shame a 
minority of people spoil our streets with litter that could so easily be taken home or put in bins. It’s especially reprehensible to 
see litter thrown from vehicles. So we’re actively encouraging people to reflect on behaviours and do the right thing. 
 
source:  http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/news/website-news-articles/love-kent 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
  

Monday to Saturday 

8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 

8.00 am—3.00 pm  

National Lottery now available 

Find us now on Facebook! 

Post Office hours 
 

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 

9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wednesday 

9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Saturday 

9.00 am—12.30 pm 

APPRENTICE OPPORTUNITY 

Are you an aspiring journalist? 

Would you like to learn how to craft a local newsletter? 

Are you willing to work for no pay? 

If you are hungry to learn, I will teach you  

for 2 hours a month (max) 

how to use MS Word and Publisher 

For more information, please contact: 

The Editor** 

StockburyObserver@gmail.com 
 

**holds valid Basic Disclosure Certificate 
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Community Bus 
 
Back by popular demand (and a lot of nagging!) our first 

Day Trip of this summer is to the Whitstable Oyster 

Festival on Sunday 27th July.  The bus will leave 

Stockbury Village Hall at 8.45am and as usual, will 

collect those not within easy walking distance of the hall 

en route.  Our return journey from Whitstable will be at 

approximately 3pm. 

 

The return fare will be £6.00 return unless you have a 

National Bus Pass, in which case you travel free, just 

show your pass to Ian, our wonderful driver of the day. 

 

If you would like to join us on our trip, please ring me to 

book your seat on 07551-454702 or send me an email to 

communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk.  

Our usual terms and conditions apply. 

Lets hope the glorious weather that we’re having at the 

moment will last until the end of the month. 

 

Have you ever considered becoming a volunteer 

Community Bus driver?  We are looking to recruit, as our 

numbers are a little depleted at the moment.  All we ask is 

that you are between the ages of 25 and 70, can drive 

and spare a couple of hours of your time a month to help 

keep this valuable and much appreciated village resource 

going.  We are very flexible on how much you want to 

commit to each month; every little bit helps after all!  If you 

would like more information or you think you would be 

able to help us, please send an email to: 

communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk  

or ring me on 07551-454702.  I look forward to hearing 

from you. 

Fiona x 

Date for your Diary 

 
FUN QUIZ, in aid of Stockbury Church,  

on Saturday 27th September 2014  

at Stockbury Village Hall 

7.30 pm start 

Tickets £5.50 includes soft drinks and nibbles. 

Team 6 - 8 per table 

To book a table contact Brenda Mace 01622 884746  

St. Mary Magdalene Church, Stockbury 
 

Patronal Festival Songs of Praise Service  

At 6pm on Sunday 20th July 2014.  

 

You are welcome to join us and select a hymn of your 

choice.  There will be refreshments after the service. 

MAIDSTONE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Concert Dates 
To be held in Mote Hall Leisure Centre 

 

11th October 2014 21st March 2015 

29th November 2014 16th May 2015 

31st January 2015 
More details next month in the September  issue 

Wot?  

No Footpaths? 
 

This time last year a very 

small team of volunteers 

armed with various cutting tools attacked the very overgrown 

Green Lane footpath and more or less cleared it nearly down 

to the footbridge over the M2.  

 

This year, following a valiant effort once again by Jim and 

Freddie Davey and maybe others unknown, Green Lane is 

currently once again walkable throughout to the footbridge. 

 

The section nearest to the village will soon need attention and 

Jim and Freddie have informed me they plan to try and clear 

this too over the next few weekends.   

 

Residents may have noticed that other areas of roadside 

within Stockbury have also been cleared by Messrs. 

Unknown including Church Lane (see article on page 6 

“Church Lane Bottlenecks”).  If these areas were not 

regularly cut back, we would have great difficulty walking or 

driving through.  We are grateful to others unknown! 

 

Whilst it is wonderful that these people have set to and 

helped, there is still more to be done.  Jim has asked that if 

there are other public footpaths that residents have attempted 

to walk and found to be overgrown/impassable please contact 

him on 01795 842978 and also report the problem to the 

Public Rights of Way office or the parish clerk. The greater 

the number of problem reports to the PROW office the more 

chance there is of Stockbury moving up the priority list for 

the allocation of the very limited resources from that office. 

 

See back page of this newsletter for contact details of PROW 

office. 

Editor 

mailto:communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk
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The Harrow Public House STOCKBURY  

Telephone: 01795 842546  or 07973 282818 

Email: theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Roy and Di wish you a warm and hearty welcome to The Harrow, a 200 year old public house. 
We hope you enjoy your meal, if you do then please tell others, if you don’t then please tell us!  

 

We pride ourselves on 
providing quality food, not 
fast food, using local 
producers whenever possible. 
 

See us on Facebook or 
shepherdneame.co.uk/pubs 
 /sittingbourne/harrow 
 
 

Food is served every day from 12.00 pm – 8.00 pm  

To contact the editor please email: 
 

stockburyobserver@gmail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome.  All contributions must have a genuine name 

and contact details otherwise the article will not be 

considered for publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as 

possible.  All submissions should be as text in MS 

Word, Publisher or Powerpoint.  Please do not embed 

images or send articles as scanned images as the Editor 

may have to change your layout etc. in order to fit the 

space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, see the back 

page for details.  Please provide your articles sooner if 

possible.   
 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and 

not necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  

However, the Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten 

articles/letters or reduce the size of notices 

We carry a wide range 
of beers, wines and 
spirits many of which 
are not on show so 
please ask if you cannot 
see your favourite. 

Our Opening Times are: 
 

Mon 11.00 am – 9.00 pm 
Tues & Wed 11.00 am – 11.00 pm 
Fri & Sat 11.00 am – 11.00 ish 
Sun 12.00 pm – 9.00 pm 
Sunday lunches served from 12-5 pm 

£7.95—one course £9.95—two courses (main & dessert) 

Kip Thai Kitchen Authentic Thai Food at its best 
 

Will resume 30th July from 6.00 pm (after the chef’s return from holiday) 
 

Book your table now at the Bar or contact us details above 

Please look out for our 
specials board 

and  other theme Nights 

FISH & CHIPS NIGHT is here! 

Please book now for the 25th july 

STOCKBURY CRICKET CLUB 

In association with Hartlip CC 

Murder Mystery Evening 

By the Three Towns Theatre Company 

Saturday 12th July 7.00 pm 

Stockbury Village Hall 

Tickets £5 per person 

Snacks provided  

Licensed Bar 

For tickets, call 

 
Keith Rich 07780 870725 

Chris Porter 01795 843715 

NEW!!  CREAM TEAS 
+ Homemade cakes 

Served all day  
from 11 am  

Anniversary Party 
 

Celebrate our 1st year in 

Stockbury at the Harrow 

on Bank holiday Monday 

(25th August).   

All are welcome. 

mailto:theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk
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The Stockbury Cherry Orchard Picnic 
 

Saturday 19th July at 7pm 
 

Get your luncheon baskets ready 

we are off to the orchard for a picnic 
 

To quote Ratty from Wind in the Willows, pack your:  

 
‘coldchickencoldtonguecoldhamcoldbeefpickledgerkinssaladfrenchrollssandwichespottedmeatbeerlemonadesodawater’ 

AND 
If you bring along your sausagessteakshamburgerssweetcorncourgettes 

AND 

anything else you consider essential for a great barbeque 

We will cook it for you on the Barbie (or in Africa - the Braai) 

Bring soft balls, Frizbees and lanterns but mainly 

Bring yourselves 

 (and the kids) 

 See you there 

Other people’s litter can be fun! 
 

The other month, the editor wrote an article in the Observer 

which highlighted the horror of the litter that adorns the 

roads of the Parish. As she said, there are those who don’t 

think or care about the effect that their discarded waste has 

on the environment. Possessed of a deep loathing of litter, a 

couple of years ago I decided to “adopt” about a quarter of a 

mile of road and resolved to remove the litter (or at least that 

which is portable!) once a fortnight or so. I have to report 

that this is not only good exercise, but is probably the most 

fun you can have with a pair of gardening gloves and a 

plastic bag whilst fully clothed. Before you go back to 

reading the adverts, I crave your indulgence for another few 

seconds to allow me to explain. 

 I will not deny that picking up the usual energy drink 

cans, sweet wrappers, fast food containers etc. can be pretty 

depressing, but the occasional unexpected find more than 

makes up for this. The most bizarre object so far was a stag’s 

head! ***  

 The really entertaining part of litter picking though is 

what it tells you about the people who discard it and their 

lives.  

 

Gems so far include: 
 

 A Mercedes owner who obviously took exception to 

their service book for reasons unknown 

 A full bottle of wine with cork and seal intact  

 On the 29th of May, G. Johnson wanted DPD to leave 

their parcel behind the blue bin on the right hand side 

of their house 

 The owner of a medium sized van load of rubbish is 

asthmatic, owns or has owned a large dog, keeps 

African Grey Parrots and is probably in the roofing 

trade 

 

Given the rather variable standard of driving around here 

(and one or two cars in particular, but I won’t name names!), 

you do need to stay alert to survive, but as an opportunity for 

both gentle exercise and stimulating your imagination, the 

occasional foray into the world of litter can be both useful 

and great fun. We are in imminent danger of disappearing up 

to our necks in other people’s rubbish; if we all adopted a 

quarter of a mile of road..................  

 

***It was part of a child’s toy and made of plastic   

 

Phil Woods 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 
 

It’s never too late...to advertise in the Stockbury Observer 

 Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and 

have remained unchanged for the fifth, consecutive year: 
 

 £85 for a half page £55 for a quarter page 
 

 Our advertising year started in June and new adverts for 

less than 12 months duration will be charged on a pro-rata 

basis and prices on application for ads smaller than a quarter 

page.  If you would like to take out an ad for the remainder of 

our advertising year, please email 

stockburyobserver@gmail.com to express your intent.  The 

editor will confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent along 

with details of how to pay. 

 If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, 

preferably in MS Word, Powerpoint or Publisher.  Please bear 

in mind when designing your ad that large solid blocks of 

colour may not look so good in black and white on the paper 

version, despite looking great on our web version. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this 

parish plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great 

opportunity to promote your business 

The Editor  
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Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 
 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone  

 incl. Lockmeadow Market 
 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping 

 Centre (Savacentre) 
 

Pick ups from 9.30 am 

close to where you live 
 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

Sponsored by 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 
We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 
info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 

www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  
Chartered Physiotherapists 
( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

Make every day a  

‘day against’ pain... 

Local Electrician 
Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates 

  

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 

 

  date for your diary 

 

Saturday 1st November 2014 

is 

Halloween Firework Party night 
 

If you would like to help with this 

event  

please contact  

 

Dave Tomsett 07798 633636 

Fiona Moody 01622 884551 

Ranscombe’s Wild flower picnic day 
 

Join in on a wild flower or butterfly walk and help us celebrate the improvements made to Ranscombe over the last 

four years through our Lottery-funded project. Why not bring a picnic and stay all day? We'll provide a welcome 

cuppa. Follow the signs to find us deep within the reserve.   
 

When is it?  July 5, 2014 10:00 am What time does it start? 10:00 am 
  When does it finish? 4:00 pm 
Organiser:  Plantlife’s Ranscombe team 
Contact details: Phone: 01634 292062 
Email: ranscombe@plantlife.org.uk 
Venue: Ranscombe Farm, Sundridge Hill, Cuxton, United Kingdom  
 

Whether it be enjoying our carpets of bluebells in the spring, summer picnics in a sun-filled glade, or 

autumn walks in misty woodland, Ranscombe can offer it all. And if you enjoy wild flowers, the reserve is famous 

for them. 

 Ranscombe Farm is Plantlife's largest nature reserve in England, with a total area of over 250 hectares (620 

acres). Its rolling landscape includes arable farmland, large areas of ancient woodland and fragments of chalk 

grassland, and offers superb views across the surrounding countryside. 

 Ranscombe Farm has been known for hundreds of years as an important site for rare wildflowers. One of 

Britain’s rarest wildflowers, Meadow Clary, was first found in the UK at Ranscombe in 1699, and still survives in 

the same spot. 

 Plantlife manages Ranscombe Farm in partnership with Medway Council, and the reserve now also benefits 

from an important grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

 You are welcome to visit at any time, but remember that Ranscombe Farm is a working farm, so please respect 

crops and livestock and keep to the marked paths. 

 

http://www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/event/kent-ranscombes-wild-flower-picnic-day/ 

 For further details and booking information please email: ranscombe@plantlife.org.uk 

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/ranscombe
mailto:ranscombe@plantlife.org.uk
mailto:ranscombe@plantlife.org.uk
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  

Revd Liz Cox 01795 435184 

elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 

South Green Methodist 

Church Steward—Freddie Davey 01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey 01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Lex Levermore 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 

Maidstone BC Councillor Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

 07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch— 

Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Kent Messenger correspondent Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

 timharnold@btinternet.com 

Stockbury Observer Editor  01795 844903 

Sue Gardner—Stockburyobserver@gmail.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency

 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Siobhan De Búrca 07772 226099 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 

 

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  03000 41 71 71 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 03000 41 81 81  

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  

or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency 0333 000 0365 

South East Water Leak line 0333 000 3330 
W.I.- Brenda Mace 01622 884746 

 
 

Oil Boiler Specialists  

 

A big thank you to all my loyal customers. 

I have been doing a lot of training  

and readying my company for the new RHI launch and 

to this effect we can now offer you biomass boilers  

(log, pellet and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

All design and installs in-house  

and this will allow you to gain the MCS payment from 

the government to cover the cost of installation.  

I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you all 

and keep your oil boilers running at their best. 

 

Give me a call or email 
 

Mark Viccars  

Chestnut Plumbing  

07894067151  

01795 842291  

chestnutplumbing@yahoo.co.uk 

OFTEC & HETAS registered and certified 

STOCKBURY OBSERVER 

DEADLINES 
 

The following 2014 deadlines are generally the 3rd Friday of 

the month with the exception of August and October, when it 

will be the 4th Friday. 

 Please send your submission as soon as you can—no need 

to leave it to the last minute.  Many thanks for your 

consideration:   
 

July 18th October 24th 

August 22nd November 21st 

September 19th December 19th 

 
 

The Editor 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk

