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April 2012 

Editor’s notes 

For those eagle-eyed readers who noticed last month’s 

Sudoku answers were not printed, I have put them in 

with this month’s answers.  Sorry about that! 

 A couple of submissions missed the deadline last 

month that were time-sensitive.  Luckily, I was able to 

include them on the web version of the Stockbury 

Observer.  Bearing that in mind, if you have access to 

the internet it’s always checking it out, just in case… 

http://www.stockbury.org.uk/stockburyobserver.html 

 I would like to wish all our readers a Happy Easter! 

This month also brings: 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green Service 

dates; Gardeners; South Green Rendezvous; 

Reports from:  Not So Young Club; Book Club; Parish 

Council Minutes (February); WI meeting (February); 

Fun Quiz; Affordable Housing; Draw Results; 

Features: Poet’s Corner; Puzzle Corner; Life of a 

Rural..?; 

Notices & Dates: Freighter service; Stockbury Church 

Open Afternoon; Mobile Library, Lent Lunch; Cricket 

fixtures (April-May); WI Pie Lunch (April); Sponsored 

run; Gore Court Ball; Tug o’ War; Bluebell walk; 

Community Bus schedule; Diamond Jubilee Summer 

Ball & Beacon event; (June); Advertisers renewal rates; 

Advance notice Art Exhibition 

(November)   

Sue Gardner 

Stockbury Village 

Green 
Sponsored by:- 

Tomsett Kent 

John Goldfinch 

Keith and Ann Rich 

Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 

Diary for April 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Sun 1st Private booking Committee Rm 2.30 pm 

  Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 3rd Bowls 2-4 pm 

  NSYC 7.30 pm 

Wed 4th Lent Lunch 12.30-2 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 5th  Gardeners 8pm 

Fri 6th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sat 7th  Private booking 11 am-2.30 pm 

Sun 8th  Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 10th Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 11th WI 7.30 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 12th Bowls  7 pm 

Fri 13th  Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 15th  Bowls  3-5 pm 

Tue 17th  Bowls 2-4 pm 

  NSYC 7.30 pm 

Wed 18th Parish Council 7.30 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 19th Bowls 7.30 pm 

Fri 20th  Private booking 7 pm 

Sun 22nd Bowls  3-5 pm 

Tue 24th Bowls 7.30 pm 

Wed 25th  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 26th  Bowls  7.30 pm 

  South Green Rendezvous 

  in South Green Hall 7.45 pm 

Fri 27th  Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sat 28th WI Pie Lunch 11.45 am  

   and 1.30 pm 

Sun 29th  Bowls 2-5 pm 

Mon 30th  Hall Committee meeting 6.30pm  

English Weatherlore!! 
By John Cockett 

I’ve had it running round my head all day 
A famous poet once was heard to say 
“Oh, to be in England now that April’s here” 
With freezing rain and hailstones in your hair? 
All you can hope for if you’re really brave 
Is sunshine, blue skies and a long heatwave 
But when the end of Summer’s very near 
You’ll look back on another soggy year! 
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The scaffolding is still up in the 

church, but it is safe to hold 

services. 

 

The services at Stockbury for April are as follows:- 

  

1 April -  6.00pm Sung Communion  

3 April – Holy Tuesday – 7.30pm; Sung Communion 

6 April – Good Friday – 2.30pm; The Way of the Cross (3). 

8 April – Easter Day – 6.30am; Service of Light. 

15 April – 6.00pm; Sung Communion 

*22 April – 4.30pm AGM with refreshments (all welcome), 

followed by 6.0pm; BCP Evensong 

29 April – 10.30am; combined 6 Parishes service at Upchurch. 

Please note the time changes. 
*This will probably be the last service held prior to the 

commencement of the works. Once the church is closed, 

services for Stockbury will be held at Hartlip church at 6 pm. 

 

The church will be open to the general public on Monday  

9 April from 2 pm to 4 pm to view the state of the church 

before the works begin. Tea, coffee and  cakes will be 

available and lottery draw tickets will be on sale to raise funds 

for the works. All donations to help fund the works will be 

gratefully received. 

 

There are a range of services held within the six parish cluster 

to which Stockbury belongs. Details can be found on the 

parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact: 

The Revd. Liz Cox .   

 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 

Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 

Penny Stevens 

PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Services at South Green Church 
You are most welcome to join us at our service at 10 am 

each Sunday.  

On Easter Sunday, 8th April, the service will include Holy 

Communion. 

Why not join us at 7.45pm on Thursday 26th April to hear 

about the latest plans for the redevelopment of 

Sittingbourne Town Centre?   

South Green Rendezvous  

NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 
Not a very good start to 2012. Our first meeting in February 

was cancelled because of the snow. This meeting should 

have been our Soup Evening which eventually took place 

on the 21st February. 

 Our 47th Birthday Party on the 6th March, 50 members 

and guests enjoyed a fish & chip supper and entertainment 

by the ‘Spare Parts’. 

Shirley Moss 

Stockbury WI  

February meeting 
It seems an awful long time since we 

met in January and needless to say a 

report written in the middle of March 

has quite a lot to say.  

Going chronologically a good sized group of us went up to 

London to see the stage version of Mama Mia. ‘Super 

Troupers’ we were and Judith having got us a good deal on 

the tickets, the ‘Money Money Money’ was not in such 

short supply as it might have been. On the strength of this 

we are ‘Taking a chance on ‘Judith’s skills again and going 

off to see South Pacific soon. These trips are becoming 

really popular and so enjoyable. 

 At this month’s meeting, we were pleased to welcome 

back Brigitte and Brenda B. and see them doing so well. 

Brenda M. has also made a good recovery from her 

operation which was good to see. Gardeners were also 

invited to the talk so a good sized group of us listened to 

Tracey Patey-Ford and Judith Walters speak. They are 

employed by a firm called Mack Multiples, based in 

Paddock Wood and work on their recruitment team. The 

title of the evenings talk was “Fresh Vegetables – Field to 

Fork”. Trying to make sense of my notes taken on the 

evening, I have concluded that the operative word to 

describe what they do, is ‘multiple’. They have many joint 

ventures including with Thanet Earth, whose aim is to be 

able to produce salad crops all year round.  The firm which 

is still family owned after 135 years, has many  and various 

interests in fruit and vegetable growing across the globe, 

but their prime business is packaging and distribution to 

UK supermarkets. They have been in Kent since the 1950’s 

and it probably would not be overstating the case to say that 

there is probably not much to be known about fruit and 

vegetables that this team of people between them, do not 

know. If you are eating a salad, or a piece of fruit from the 

supermarket whilst reading this article the chances are it 

has been through their facility. 

 We learnt about what is involved in getting our fresh 

fruit and veg to that supermarket shelf - and needless to say, 

very complicated and technical it is. Apparently avocados 

are the hardest vegetable to ripen and the vagaries of the 

British climate are enough to alter our buying habits on a 

big enough scale to cause continued uncertainty! None the 

less they seem to manage it with great aplomb. 

 The talk ended with a quiz – guess what – on fruit and 

vegetable labelling. I think I recall that the winner found 17 

items of information on the packaging label. This was a 

really interesting and well delivered talk.  

 The evening was rounded off with delicious coffee and 

home-made cake – after all it was our 86th birthday!  

Moira Cooke 

Mobile Library 

The mobile library stops out front of Stockbury Village Hall 

every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 
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April Crossword Solution on page 12 

 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order 

to fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, sooner if 

possible please. 

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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Corporate and  individual

Private Health Insurance
Discounted for the self-

employed and professionals

WPA are authorised and regulated by the Financial

Services Authority, registration number 202608

Call your local account manager

Jon Collins

01795 842 702

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

                         Sponsored by 

Community Bus Weekly Schedule 

  
  

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 
  

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m. close to where you live 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat and for all enquiries. 

Saturday Freighter Service -Stockbury Village Hall 

Saturday 7th April 10:15—11:00 am 

Saturday 16th June 10:15—11:00 am 

Http:/www.maidstone.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/recycling,_rubbish_and_waste/Saturday_freighter_service.aspx 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/default.aspx


Page 5 

 

You get more  
with the Stockbury Observer on-line!   

See us in colour ! 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

LENT LUNCH 
(Soup, Jacket Potatoes etc.) 

at 

STOCKBURY VILLAGE HALL 

12.30 - 2.00pm 

 

£3.50 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

4th APRIL 
 

There will be a Bring and Buy stall 

Everyone welcome 

(Proceeds to Christian Aid and Stockbury 

Church) 

ART  EXHIBITION 

 

If you create original paintings, 

sculptures, graphic art; work with 

wood, iron, ceramics or glass or any 

other medium come to that and it is all 

your own design AND you live in Stockbury Parish, 

make a note in your diary NOW !   

Then……….. 

Please ring the number below to secure a space to 

exhibit or sell your work. 

 

Stockbury Art Gallery 

will be holding a one day exhibition 

in the Village Hall 

on 

Sunday November 18th 2012 

 

For information ring Ann on 07718 07 08 07 

FUN QUIZ  

in aid of Save Stockbury Church Fund 
 
A lively evening, with lots of fun, banter and heckling 

flying around the hall, with the questions being provided by 

Stuart and Mat the Quizmasters, who were ably helped  by 

Emma and Louise.  The questions were varied, some easy, 

some very difficult. 

 Twelve Teams took part and  the winning team 

“Pendlemassive” from Stockbury were congratulated and 

presented with wine and chocolates. 

 Thank you to everyone who donated raffle prizes.  

Special thanks to Mary, Sue, David & Frank for their help 

setting up and to everyone who kindly cleared away 

afterwards. 
 Rev. Liz Cox explained about the repairs at the Church 

and said how grateful we were for everyones support and 

that Stockbury Church is OPEN for services even though 

we are surrounded by supports, scaffolding and boarding. 

Brenda Mace 

On behalf of Stockbury PCC  

STOCKBURY Cricket 
Club  
in association with 
Hartlip CC 

Apr 15th Friendly Woodcombe Away 

Apr 22nd Friendly Milstead Away 

Apr 29th To be arranged 

May 06th Friendly Belnor Home 

May 13th Friendly Frinsbury Home 

May 20th League Great Chart  2nd XI Home 

May 27th Friendly Sherwood Home 

 
To have a chat about playing, call Tom on 07788584806  

 

April Sudoku (moderate) 

Solution on page 12 
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STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting held on 15 February 2012 in the 

Memorial Hall, Stockbury at 7.30 pm. 

 

1.  Present 
Cllrs. L. Cathcart (chairman), J. Cockett, F. Mace, C. Porter, 

D. Tomsett, P. Woods.  In attendance: Cllrs. D. Parvin 

(MBC), J. Whittle (KCC), D. Williams, treasurer, E.M. 

Buxton, clerk. 

2.  Minutes 
Copies of minutes of a meeting held on 18 January 2012 had 

been issued to councillors and, there being no amendments 

were approved and signed (proposed F Mace, seconded C. 

Porter). 

Matters arising 
Signwriting on Stockbury Community Bus had been 

completed.  Broadband in the village hall was again in 

operation. 

3.  Notice of reports from external meetings 
None. 

4.  Declaration of interests 
None. 

5.  Consultation on this meeting agenda 
None. 

6.  Police report and matters 
No report received from the police. 

Chairman reported: Theft from campsite, Rumstead Lane; 

Theft of bridles from stables from Yelsted.  Police/Parish 

Forum 22 February, the chairman and Cllr Tomsett would be 

attending. 

7.  Highway matters 
It was reported that a bund in Steppes Hill Road had been 

completed.  Bull Lane at motorway bridge, although 

reported, was still in poor condition. 

8.  Stockbury Hall & Playing Field Committee 
A joint meeting would be arranged in order to explain the 

business of the council and hall committee and agree the 

way forward. 

9.  Planning 

Applications: 12/0095 Seaview Farm, South Street Road 

(retrospective); 12/0157 Oast House Bungalow, South Street 

Road; 12/0171 Hazelwood, Stockbury Valley; All 

recommended Approval. 

12/0081 Appsmoor Farm, South Street Farm; 

Recommended approval with a proviso. 

Decision 

11/1908 Appsmoor Farm; Removal of existing dwelling and 

barn, erection single storey dwelling with basement.  MBC 

approved 

Enforcement - Keepers Cottage, Rumstead Lane: an officer 

had visited the site 

MBC Land request – Gypsy and Traveller sites in the 

Borough.  Mr. Rob Jarman would be requested to inform us 

of the number of sites in the Borough. 

10. Finance 
A statement of accounts was received and approved. 

The Audit Commission had refused to reduce its fee.  Copy 

of their letter would be passed to Cllrs. Parvin and Whittle 

for information. 

Stockbury Cultural Fund, current balance £4162.  The parish 

council has discretion as to the use of the fund. 

Cllr. Parvin reported on a Borough Council meeting on 

withdrawal of Concurrent Functions. 

Briefly, parishes would have to tender for all work to be 

done, and negotiate separately with suppliers.  Agreement 

made would stand for five years. 

Cheque numbers 001358 to 001362 were signed and 

approved (D. Tomsett, C. Porter). 

11.  External reports 

Cllr. Whittle reported: Council tax; speeding on A249; 

Stockbury Church Appeal. 

Cllr. Parvin reported: Surveillance cameras available for 

purchase by property owners.  Council tax.  Parish Share. 

12. Correspondence 
KCC reply reference community action in emergency was 

noted.  KCC report noted on street lighting.  ACRK Annual 

Summary and SE Water Drought Plan to councillors for 

comment.  Reported that the street light in Bull Lane 

Cottages had still not been repaired. 

13. Any other business 
Raised by parishioners (13 present) 

Salt bin at bottom of Church Hill was not available during 

the recent snowfall.  It was noted that the Hill is a school 

bus route and should be kept cleared.  Cllr. Whitle reported 

she was unable to obtain information about farmers clearing 

the lanes. 

14.  Closure 
There being no further business, the chairman closed the 

meeting at 8.50 pm. 

 

EMB Parish Council Clerk 

STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 

 
The Book Club met again this month to a 

delightful evening of literary discussion with 

a hint of poetry thrown in.  First, we 

discussed When God Was A Rabbit by Sarah Winman.  We 

all enjoyed reading this book and a minimum of 6/10 was 

awarded by our book club members! The prose was light and 

easy and the sad and poignant exploits of the main 

character's life were lifted with 'laugh out loud' humour.  

Some of us found the storylines a little far fetched, but on the 

whole it was a most enjoyable read and I'm sure we would 

all recommend it.  

 Then, Ann Rich read us some poetry which included a 

rather solemn poem by Ted Hughes and some HaiKu 

Japanese poetry where each poem consists of just 17 

syllables.  Ann briefly gave us an excellent overview of 

different types of poetry and described how some poets 

'paint a picture' with their work.  Finishing with a flare Ann 

read Lewis Carroll's 'Jabberwocky'.  Next month, Brenda 

Mace will select and read a poem for us and our reading 

book will be The Nineteenth Wife by David Ebershoff.  This 

will be another interesting book for us to discuss at our next 

meeting in April.  

Denise Summer 
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Life of a Rural Housewife…Betty Town 

Interview by Sue Gardner 
 

Having unintentionally solely featured male 

members of the parish, mostly called “John” I realise I have 

neglected my fellow ladies of Stockbury.  This month, I am 

giving Betty Town a voice.  Whilst she needed a little 

convincing her life is something to write home about, I had 

a tougher job to persuade her that being “just” a housewife 

deserves more merit than people usually give credit for.   

>>Is it true you really are from around here? 

“Oh, yes, I was born here and I’ve lived here all my life.” 

>>I hope you don’t mind me asking when you were 

born?  “Just before World War II, old enough to remember 

doodlebugs and being terrified when one fell on South 

Street.  Obviously, living so close to the aerodrome, and 

especially where I was in Heath Cottages, Stockbury was on 

the outskirts of that target.” 

>>What was it like?  “Life was quite basic.  Like most 

families in those days, we didn’t have any mod cons, like a 

washing-machine so all the washing was done by hand and 

we had a hand mangle—we were lucky and had ours 

indoors.  Obviously, there was no mains drainage, just like 

it is now and for many years we didn’t even have electricity, 

making do with paraffin lamps and candles and our heating 

was log and coal fires.  The winters were cold, but with no 

central heating or carpets on the floor we just put on another 

jumper.  People these days use so much fuel, don’t they, by 

turning up their heating instead of wearing an extra layer. 

Of course, we didn’t have an inside toilet – we used a pit 

which we dug out the back.  You didn’t want to go outside 

in the winter but of course eventually you had to!” 

>>It must have been a tough life?  Betty shrugs.  “Not 

really.  That’s how it was.  I didn’t know anything else.” 

>>So when did you move into the centre of the village? 

“When I was 14 years old, to Northdown until Roy and I 

got married at 20.  Then we moved to Hove Cottage for 9 

months and Fir Lodge on Hill Green Road for 15 years 

where Angela and Julie were born, then we moved here.” 

>>I don’t suppose there was much to do after school? 

We knew how to entertain and enjoy ourselves—we’d get 

lots of fresh air, running around and playing outside.  There 

were always little jobs to do for mum, like feeding the 

chickens.  Growing up here was good.  I went to the local 

primary school here and everybody knew everybody.” 

>>Where did you go to senior school?  “Rainham Girls 

Secondary.  All us girls went there and I left when I was 14 

or 15 to work in the village shop.  There weren’t many 

career choices if you were a girl.  I was lucky to get that job 

and worked there for about 5 years.  When I got married, I 

ended up working for Kent Book Binding Company in 

Market Street in Maidstone.” 

>>It might seem an obvious question but what was your 

job there?  “I prepared hard-back books for libraries all 

over south-east England with special see-through covers a 

bit like the plastic ones you get on the books today.  It was 

quite interesting but eventually I left to have my children.  I 

didn’t work until Julie, my youngest, went to school and I 

worked for old Mrs Quarry at the Vicarage.  She was a 

lovely employer and I stayed with her 30 years. 

 “When Norman Brown at the Harrow asked if I was 

interested to help his chef to prepare the food, I wasn’t sure 

I could do it.  But I could cook a good meal for my family so 

once the chef taught me how to prepare meat which is what 

he wanted me to do first off, I moved on to other things in 

the kitchen.  I also cleaned there.  When Chris and Carolyn 

(Plant) took over the Harrow I worked for them for 22 years 

and we’d regularly do 50-60 covers a time.” 

>>So you were working at the Vicarage in the mornings 

and the pub in the afternoon?  All that cleaning for 

everyone else, your own house must have been a tip.  
Betty laughs.  (She knows I’m teasing her.  I can see her 

house is immaculate!)  “I actually like housework—it’s got 

to be done, and I love cooking, particularly baking which 

I’m always doing.  (I can vouch for her culinary skills as she 

offers me another bun.  Amongst other things, she makes all 

her own jam, pickled onions and Christmas puddings.  I tell 

her I used to make my own puddings but can’t be bothered 

these days.)  “Why?  It’s not hard,” she says.  “You just mix 

the ingredients and if you cook it in a slow cooker, you can 

forget about it for 12-14 hours.  You don’t even have to top 

up with water as you do if you were steaming them.” 

 Despite being retired, Betty’s days are busy.  The kitchen 

is clearly her domain and she also irons every day.  And her 

garden is evidence of how much she enjoys gardening, with 

a flourishing vegetable patch and vibrant flowerbeds.  “But I 

can never go out in the garden until the work indoors is done.  

Oh, no, I couldn’t do that.” 

>>Where did you do all your shopping?  “Some of it at the 

village shop but for the rest we’d have to go into 

Sittingbourne or Maidstone.”   

>>Did you drive there?  “Goodness, no!  I didn’t have a 

car.  I’d walk down to the A249 and catch the bus.  But I’ve 

never driven.  Never even had the desire to learn.  Besides, 

the A249 is crazy – when I lived in Heath Cottages, it wasn’t 

a dual carriageway and it was so much quieter then.  There 

just weren’t the cars on the roads like today.  Did you know, 

the cows could be brought to the farm across the road for 

milking opposite the Three Squirrels?  It makes me sad to 

think how it’s all changed.  Obviously the M2 wasn’t even 

built until about 1963.  It’s hard to imagine how the A249 

would cope if the M2 and I suppose the M20 weren’t there.”   

>>Your jams and home-grown produce must surely win 

prizes with the WI or the Gardeners Club?  “No! I’ve 

never really wanted to belong to a club, not even the 

Brownies or Guides.  As a child, there were always other 

things to do around the house and when I was older, my 

work meant I was out of the house from early morning to 

late evening, so even if I wanted to I wouldn’t have had the 

time to go along to a meeting.  Do you know even now, I’m 

up and about at 5.30 am?  And I’m not the only one who is.  

There are plenty of us older folk who don’t laze around in 

bed, even though we could.” 

 Before I know it, two hours have gone and mindful I’m 

stopping Betty from getting on, I thank her for giving up her 

valuable time.  Despite being tempted to take up her offer of 

another delicious cake, I decline for the sake of my waistline. 

 As I write, I reflect that Betty is more or less the same age 

as my own mother and I remember how life was for her.  But 

my mother was a townie living near Bromley and despite 

them both experiencing doodlebugs, rationing et al, her life 

was much cushier than Betty’s.  However, after listening to 

Betty’s reminiscences, I get the feeling she’s glad she grew 

up and still lives here in rural Kent.   
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Hello from the Stockbury Cottage Gardeners.   

 
Our March meeting was Mrs. T Moxey, who gave a very 

interesting talk on the subject of fungi.  Unfortunately, her laptop 

did not project the correct colours on to the screen so it was a bit 

difficult to picture the fungi correctly but we got the general idea. 

 Our next meeting will be our Annual Quiz against Faversham 

and this year our ladies (Ms Lex Levermore, Jacqui Harman and 

Jan Adaway) are doing the questions, so we have a new team. 

Fingers crossed we will retain the trophy as I am sure our team 

will do us proud. I know it will be a really good evening. 

 In May we have had to change our meeting night to 

Wednesday 2nd May because the hall will be used for Polling. 

Members, please remember to put this date on the calendar.  The 

speaker will be Paul Sanford and he will be showing us how to do 

hanging baskets etc. with the aim to getting us to have a go so it 

will all so be a hands on work shop. We will be supplying the 

compost and plants for a small fee.  

 We also look forward to seeing you at the Spring Fair on the 

5th May from 11 am – 1 pm so please come along to support us. 

 

Spring should now be in 

evidence, with daffodils 

in flower and blossom 

adorning trees. Expect the 

inevitable ‘April showers’ 

but the frequent sunny 

days and rising 

temperatures too make it 

perfect gardening 

weather. It's an exciting 

month, with indoor-sown 

seeds well into growth, and it's also time to start sowing 

outdoors. Just watch out for frosts. 

Judith Sanford: Secretary 

 

Top10 jobs this month 
 

1. Keep weeds under control. 

2. Protect fruit blossom from late frosts. 

3. Tie in climbing and rambling roses. 

4. Sow hardy annuals and herb seeds. 

5. Start to feed citrus plants 

6. Increase the water given to houseplants. 

7. Feed hungry shrubs and roses. 

8. Sow new lawns or repair bare patches. 

9. Prune fig trees. 

10. Divide bamboos and water lilies. 

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS 

 

I am pleased to announce that the annual rates for 

advertising in this publication remains unchanged 

for the second year running for 2012-13 

£85 for a half page 

£55 for a quarter page 

 

Adverts less than 12 months duration will be 

charged on a pro-rata basis. 

 

 Our advertising year finishes at the end of May.  

If you would like to continue running your ad for 

next year, from the June 2012 issue, please email 

stockburyobserver@googlemail.com with your 

advertisement if you are a new customer or confirm 

your intent and I will send you details of how to pay. 

 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in 

this parish, so don’t miss out on this unique 

opportunity to promote your business. 

 

The Editor 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

 

Post Office hours     
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 

Stockbury WI 

PIE LUNCH  

28
th

 April 2012 

STOCKBURY 

VILLAGE HALL 

11.45am to 1.15pm 

or 

1.30pm to 3.30pm 
 

 

ADULTS £6.50  

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS £4.00 
INCLUDES DESSERT AND DRINK 

 
FOR TICKETS PLEASE CALL: 

Mary Clarke: 01795 842991 

or 

Brenda Mace : 01622 884746 

 

EVERYONE 

WELCOME 
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THE 

WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF 

PATTENMAKERS 
WITH WHICH THE ANCIENT MYSTERY OF 

GALOCHMAKERS 

WAS INCORPORATED IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY 

 

Hello Reader 

 

My name is SSgt Gary Masters, I am currently serving with 

101 (City of London) Engineer Regiment (Explosive 

Ordnance Disposal).  

 This year I am running the Virgin 2012 London 

Marathon on behalf of The Worshipful Company of 

Pattenmakers. We are raising money for our service men and 

women undergoing treatment at Headley Court, the armed 

forces rehabilitation centre. Our fundraising this year is 

particularly focussed on the supply and fitment of specialist 

orthopaedic shoes which can cost up to and in excess of 

£1500 per pair. Unfortunately the demand for these shoes is 

ever increasing, as the number of service personnel returning 

from overseas operations with life changing injuries 

continues to rise.  

 Your support has never been more vital, so please dig 

deep and give generously.  

 Sending money is simple: 

 

Either: Pay by credit/debit card through:   

www.virginmoneygiving.com/pattenmakersMarathonTeam 

This method will ensure that we can claim gift aid on your 

donation. Please accompany your donation with a short 

message to say that it is me you are supporting. 

 

Or Send me a cheque payable to ‘Pattenmakers 

Charitable Foundation’, 10 Northdown, Stockbury, 

Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7UL 

 

Thanking you for your generosity 

 

 Gaz Masters 

On Operations in 

Afghanistan 

Headley Court  

www.bwag.org.uk  

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group 

Forthcoming Events  
Bluebells & Cream Tea Weekend 

Date/Time: Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd 

April 

Walks start at 2pm each day 

Meet at Hurstwood Road, 

Bredhurst 

Details: Due to growing demand, BWAG 

are holding bluebell walks 

through Bredhurst Woods 

followed by cream teas over two 

days this year - shorter and longer 

walks available each day.  Tickets 

£6 per person and must be 

purchased in advance - tickets 

will not be available on the day 

(children under 16 free).  

 

For more details and bookings please call Jim 

Chalmers on 07870 878907 or email 

bwag@vanessajones.plus.com 

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/pattenmakersMarathonTeam
http://www.bwag.org.uk/
mailto:bwag@vanessajones.plus.com
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations – Monday 4th June 
 

As part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations the parish plans to hold a number of events on 

Monday 4th June.  

 

An outline of the programme is as follows: 

 

4.00pm Planting of a diamond jubilee English Oak tree on the village green 

 

4.30-11.30pm Party in the Church Lane cherry orchard.  

 All parishioners are invited to bring BBQs and gazebos/tents and to have a great time in 

the orchard. Stockbury clubs and societies will be organising various activities 

throughout the afternoon, so there will be plenty to keep all age groups occupied. The 

highlights of the evening will be: 

 

 Lighting of the jubilee beacon/bonfire at around 10.30pm. This is a timed event, with 

hundreds of beacons lit around the country. For more details go to: 
 http://www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk 

 Firework display to follow the bonfire  

 
If you have any ideas on things that you would like to see happen on the day or if you would like to help, 

please call: 

 

Dave Tomsett 01795 841007 

(Daytime) 

Chris Porter 01795 843715 

 

 

 

Bonfire photo © Matthew Gately 

 TUG-OF-WAR COMPETITION 

 

The Harrow in Stockbury has been invited to enter a 10-man team in an inter 

village tug-of-war competition being held as part of Newington Village's St George's weekend celebrations on 

Saturday, April 21 (noon start). 

Anyone interested in joining the team should add their name to the list in the Harrow asap or call them (John) on 

842546. Hopefully there will be enough support to enable Stockbury to compete so please let people know about 

it and encourage them to take part. 

Eight teams from surrounding villages will take part on a knockout basis. 

Thanks for your support. 

 

Richard Thompstone: Newington St George's Weekend organising committee. 

Affordable Housing 
 
The parish council is pleased to announce that the application by English Rural Housing Association (ERHA) to 
build 8 affordable houses for rental to local people was approved at a meeting of the Maidstone Borough 
Council’s planning committee on Thursday 8th March. Further details of the likely timing for the construction of 
the houses will appear in future editions of The Observer. If you need any further information, please contact 
the clerk to the parish council or  
 
Alison Thompson from ERHA on 01233 665846 
 

Eileen Buxton – Clerk to the parish council 

http://www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk/
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Save Stockbury Church Fund New Monthly Draw 

 

The first of the ten monthly draws was held at MB Farms, Stockbury on Saturday 10 March.  

 

The winners were 1st prize David Adaway Stockbury 

 2nd prize Beth Raby c/o Stockbury 

 3rd prize Wendy Gibson Stockbury 

 4th prize Steve Adams Stockbury 

 

In the previous ten weeks 211 tickets have been sold at £10 each.   This income of £2110 has covered set up costs and 

all the prize money to December 2012 and enabled £1110 to be used towards urgent repair costs of the church.   I was 

very pleased that over 100 tickets were bought by people living in Stockbury. 

 Tickets entered for the first draw in March will automatically be entered for the remaining nine draws this year – 

on the second Saturday of each month April to December – without any further payments due.  New tickets can be 

bought at any time to be entered for any draws that have not yet taken place – at a cost of £9 up to the April draw, 

then £8 to the May draw, £7 to the June draw and £6 to the July draw.   After the July draw tickets will cost £5 right 

up to the December draw.   Do please let any friends or relations know.   Details of the draws can be obtained from 

Angela at the MB Farms Post Office or from me. 

 The estimated repair bill to the church is substantial.   If you do not wish to enter the draws, or even if you do, any 

donations to the church funds would be very much appreciated.   If you are a tax payer we can claim gift aid relief 

from the Inland Revenue of one quarter the amount you have donated in addition to your own donation.   So a 

donation from you of £10 would give us a total receipt of £12.50 and a donation from you of £50 would give us a total 

receipt of £62.50.  

 If you are interested please write to me at Beaux Aires Cottage, Yelsted Road, Stockbury, Sittingbourne, Kent  

ME9 7QY or ring me on 01622 737392.  

 Thank you for your interest in this new draw and for your support.  

 

David Williams 

Treasurer, Stockbury PCC & Save Stockbury Church Fund 

STOCKBURY CHURCH 

OPEN AFTERNOON 

 

 

 

 

BANK HOLIDAY  

MONDAY 9
TH

 APRIL 2PM TO 4PM 

This is a chance to see the 

damage to the inside of the 

Church and the plans for the work 

we need to do.   

Tea, coffee and cakes will be 

available. Draw tickets will be on 

sale and of  course the 

opportunity to make a donation to 

the work 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 

 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist – Church Steward - Freddie Davey  

  01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey  01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Judith Sanford 01795 479440 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 

Maidstone BC Councillor—Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

  07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch—Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 

  01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Newspaper correspondents for KM 

 Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Observer Editor—Sue Gardner

 Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

Parish Council Clerk—Eileen Buxton 01795 842687 

embstockbury@btinternet.com 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

timharnold@btinternet.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency 01622 690690 or 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 Including contacting our rural PCs 

Rural Police Officer  
  07772 225983 

  01622 604390 

or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 

@kent.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 

0800 555111 

Public Footpaths – PROW Officer—John Pelham 

    01732 872829 ext  4 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis  01795 844524 

South East Water emergency   0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W. I.- Brenda Mace  01622 884746 

Puzzle Solutions: 

Suduko (March) Suduko (April) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crossword 

Twenty’s Plenty! 

At the council meeting on the 22nd of March I was able to say 

what a huge and positive response I had to my letter that 

confirmed  how much the villagers wanted the speed reduction 

made and indeed not just around the Village Green.  Our wish 

to have a speed reduction on our roads was accepted by all of 

our Councillors who will now take up the issue with the Kent 

County Council and Police. 

Thank you all so much for your response and indeed your 

excellent useful comments. 

Paul Howells 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:embstockbury@btinternet.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk

