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December 2011 

Editor’s notes 

A Child’s View of Christmas 

By John Cockett 

It’s coming up to Christmas I know I’m sure of that 

The turkeys round the farm shop are getting rather fat 

I overheard some things  that mum and dad have said 

When they thought that I was tucked nicely in my bed 

They talked about the family who’ll come for Christmas 

dinner 

And whether Aunty Alice is getting any thinner! 

I’ve written out a list of things I wish that could be mine 

And sent it up the chimney, hopefully in time! 

Last year a man in red left presents on my bed 

I’m not sure who it was but he looked like Uncle Fred!! 

 

Merry Christmas! 

There is no pleasing some people.  Last month I gave the 

readers of this publication an inside look at my month as 

a rural newsletter editor.  It seems some parishioners are 

slightly voyeuristic and were disappointed I did not write 

about my life other than being an editor!  Well, I’m not 

sorry to disappoint these few and I hope that the 2nd in 

this series will not incur the same disappointment. 

 On the subject of pleasing people, see the letters page 

for reactions towards the very successful Hog Roast late 

last month.  The next event in the orchard is the 

Maintenance Day, see page 7. 

 I am thinking of setting up a “Spot the Mistake” 

corner.  I have apologised to Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 

for omitting their names in the Village Green 

Sponsorship feature on this page last month.  Only a 

poor workman blames his tools, so I won’t do that. 

 This month also brings: 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green Service 

dates; the Community Bus timetables & info; 

Reports from:  WI, inc mobile library event; Parish 

Council Minutes (November); Stockbury Cottage 

Gardeners; Book Club 

Features:  Poets Corner; Puzzle Corner (by popular 

request); A week in the Life of... 

Letters page:  
Notices: Carols on the Green, All at Sea; Christmas 

Fayre, New Years Eve party Freighter dates, Mobile 

Library dates, Cherry Orchard maintenance 

 Sue Gardner 

Stockbury Village Green 
Sponsored by:- 

Tomsett Kent 

John Goldfinch 

Keith and Ann Rich 

Lyle and Wendy Cathcart 

Diary for December 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Thu 1st Gardeners 8 pm 

Fri 2nd Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sat 3rd Private Booking All day 

Sun 4th Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 6th Bowls 1-3 pm 

  NSYC Christmas Party 6.45 for 7pm 

Wed 7th Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 8th Bowls 7 pm 

Fri 9th WI Carols on the Green 7 pm 

Sat 10th Christmas Fair 11am -1 pm 

Sun 11th Bowls Match 3-5 pm 

Tue 13th Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 14th WI 7.30 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 15th Bowls 7.30 pm 

Fri 16th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sun 18th Bowls 3-5 pm 

Tue 20th Bowls 2-4 pm 

Wed 21st Parish Council 7.30 pm 

  Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 22nd Bowls 7.30 pm 

Fri 23rd Dancing Club 8 pm 

Wed 28th Quiz Night in The Harrow 9 pm 

Thu 29th Bowls 7.30 pm 

Fri 30th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sat 31st Gardeners New Year Party 8 pm till late 

Special BONUS web edition—see pages 15 & 16 for 

full colour photos 
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The services for December are as 
follows: 
 
4 December -  3.00pm Sung Communion  
18 December – Carol Service 3.00 pm; everyone is welcome 
especially children. 
24 December – 11.30 pm Midnight services to be held at 
Hartlip and Lower Halstow church. 
Christmas Day services – 9.00 am; Family Communion @ 
Lower Halstow and Upchurch. 
 
Also 10.30 am Sung Communion @ Newington & Iwade and 
Family service @ Hartlip. 
 
If we are still unable to use the church, these services will be 
held in Hartlip Church. 
 
Other events 
9 December – Carols on the Green @ 7.0pm; Bring a torch! 
10 December – the church will hold a stall of home-made 
jams, marmalades etc at the village Christmas Fair 11.00 am 
to 1.00 pm. 
 
There are a range of services held within the six parish 
cluster to which Stockbury belongs. Details can be found on 
the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The 
Revd Liz Cox .   
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 

Penny Stevens 
PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Services at South Green Church 
Services on 4th and 18th December will begin at the usual 

time – 10am. The service on 18th will include Holy 

Communion. 

Our Carol Service on 11th will begin at 3pm and will be 

followed by tea.  

There will be no service at South Green on 25th  December. 

STOCKBURY W.I. 

NOVEMBER MEETING  

The past month has been as full 

and varied as ever: A group of 

twenty members/friends and 

relatives going to see Jersey Boys 

and a meal out,  in London – a 

really enjoyable trip with everyone keen to do it again and 

hopefully this time go to see Mama Mia. The Craft group 

met to progress items for the Christmas Fayre – all of which 

is looking good. Last but not least the Hug a Library 

Campaign (see separate article). 

 We were all pleased to hear that Bridget is home from 

hospital following her major operation and we all wish her 

well and look forward to seeing her back with us soon. 

 The speakers at our November meeting were Neil and 

Bob Lawrence who gave a very entertaining and 

knowledgeable talk on “Antiques in your Garden Shed”. As 

an open invitation had been issued to anyone interested to 

attend, we were joined by various members ‘other halves’ 

too – for which I think our speakers were quite pleased 

about too! 

 As someone who had ‘inherited’ various old pieces of 

garden equipment from homes we have lived in, it was 

really interesting to gain knowledge to work out what they 

all were. We learnt about the history and evolution of 

different tools, where they were manufactured and the fact 

that nowadays 98% of garden tool trade names are in fact 

owned by Wilkinson Sword! Bob and Neil brought along 

some of their vast collection for us to see and it was 

interesting to hear about what is most sought after and how 

brass hand spray pumps are worth a lot more when they are 

dirty! 

 When you next look in your garden shed, remember you 

found out from this article that spades were first made of 

river wood? And since the 1600’s when metal spades were 

invented –their design has never really altered. We saw an 

amazing Fenland Clay Spade and saw a spade dating from 

1910 that was said at the time to offer a “pleasurable 

experience for digging”! Apparently garden forks evolved 

from reindeer antlers – but nobody knows how or from 

where.  

 Not exactly something that would test your technical 

knowledge of gardening equipment – but did you know 

that the reason Americans call Aluminium ALUMINUM is 

because apparently when some of the said metal was 

exported to America during the war, the wooden crate 

shrank during shipping  and the I disappeared. Further did 

you know that the first Aluminium secateurs were made 

specifically for ladies and timed to be distributed during the 

playing of the 1966 World cup! 

 Last – but by no means least, we were shown a mystery 

item. Its use correctly guessed by someone who had one: a 

moth/fly trap. It looked like a wine decanter without a base. 

 All in all a real journey through the history and evolution 

of the garden tool and many thanks to Neil and Bob. 

 

Moira Cooke 

Oops !!  I seemed to have lost a month, Sorry, I missed last 

month’s press date.  20th September meeting was a bingo 

session. 

 The Spud evening on the 4th October drew 28 members 

to Squirrel House where they enjoyed jacket potatoes filled 

with chilli con carne, chicken, beans and cheese washed 

down with a glass of wine, tea and coffee.  

 My thanks to Pam and Carol for helping me with the teas 

at the Church Harvest Fayre on the 15th October. A very 

successful  event. 

 On the18th October Colin Coe gave a very interesting 

audio visual show of his photography.  

 Money flowed on the 1st November when our Horse 

Racing evening took place.  Arrangements were made for 

our Christmas Stall also the Christmas Dinner on the 6th 

December. 

 All our members wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year. We return on the 7th February to a Soup 

Evening. 

Shirley Moss 

Not So young Club 
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STOCKBURY CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
Stockbury village hall 

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER 11 am—1 pm 
 

 

Local Crafts, ideal for Christmas gifts, Including: 
 
Christmas Cards wrapping paper raffle homemade cakes 
 
Locally made Preserves—jams and honey Refreshments 
 
Knitwear Christmas table decorations & wreaths 
 
Gardeners- Great selection of plants and produce for sale 

Stockbury and South Green Churches Charity 
Lunch 
 
We thank all those who supported the lunch and we are 
pleased to say that £226 was raised for Prison Outreach 
Uganda. 
 
Brenda and Freddie 

T h e  s e a s o n s  g r e e t i n g s  t o  a l l  o u r  
f r i e n d s  i n  S t o c k b u r y ;  m a y  y o u  h a v e  
r e a l l y  h a p p y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  !  
 
T h i s  y e a r  i n s t e a d  o f  s e n d i n g  o u t  
C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  w e  s h a l l ,  a s  u s u a l ,  

b e  m a k i n g  a  d o n a t i o n  t o :  
T h e  S m i l e  T r a i n .  

V e r y  b e s t  w i s h e s .  
K e i t h  &  A n n  R i c h  

Chris and Sue Porter would like to wish all their 
friends in Stockbury a very merry Christmas 

and a happy new year. Instead of sending 
Christmas cards, we will be making a donation 
to: 
Demelza House Hospice 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

Liz, Brian & Jacob Lee will not be sending cards this 
Christmas.  They will instead, be making a donation 
to the Wisdom Hospice. 
 
They would like to wish everyone a very, merry 
Christmas 

STOCKBURY WI DOES ITS BIT FOR 

LOCAL LIBRARY SERVICES 
Stockbury WI may be small but never let it be said that it 

does not regularly ‘punch above its weight’.  

On Thursday 10th November the Library van turned up as 

normal...to be met by lots of WI members (and a few 

willingly co-opted fellow Stockburyites!) all dressed as 

characters from books.  

As you can see from the photos the characters covered were 

considerable.  Can you guess who’s who? 

On a more serious note, Stockbury WI has been doing its bit 

to support the National WI’s campaign to highlight the value 

of libraries in our communities and prevent  closures across 

the country.  On this occasion we succeeded in getting the 

local press to attend and representatives  from the Kent 

Library Service.  

None of this of course would have been possible without the 

loan of the fantastic costumes from “Wendy’s Wardrobe”–

grateful thanks to them! 

Mick and Brenda Bingham wish everyone a Happy 
Xmas and New Year  
Instead of sending cards, once again we will be 
giving a donation to: 
Demelza House Hospice 

See page 10 and visit Stockbury.org.uk  

to see more photos of this event [Ed] 
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Village Hall Committee notice 
 

1. Once again we have to remind dog owners of their 

responsibility for clearing up behind their dogs when using 

the recreation field. 

In recent weeks dog waste left on the field has had to be 

removed by someone other than the dog owner almost every 

day. 

PLEASE USE THE DOG WASTE COLLECTION BIN 

LOCATED NEAR THE FIELD EXIT 

 

2. It has also been noticed that garden waste is being 

dumped around areas of the field perimeter.  Whilst having 

the recreation field on your doorstep could be thought of as 

an advantage, using it as a community tip is not one of them. 

Garden waste disposed of in this manner is NOT permitted.  

Please use an appropriate method of disposal such as 

composting or the garden waste “green bags” via the 

borough council. 

Thank you. 

Halloween Hog Roast Bonfire Party 

 

There were sleepless nights aplenty, hasty prayers offered up to the Gods when rain set in at the beginning of the week and 

revisions galore but we made it! 

 The crowds turned up in their droves to Stockbury Orchard on a dry but blustery Saturday evening.  Tucking into hog 

roast baps and hot drinks; they caught up with friends of old not seen for many a year, keeping warm around the 16ft high 

bonfire topped with our very own Guy Fawkes.  Then, when the first firework exploded into the clear night sky, the crowd 

fell silent, watching intently as the rockets and bangers filled the inky black sky with colour.  What a night! 

 There are so many thank you’s we must say but firstly and most importantly, a HUGE thank you to John Mackelden for 

the use of the orchard.  Without it, there wouldn’t have been a Bonfire Party. 

 To MB Farms for their generosity in supplying and cooking a pig with all the trimmings and their excellent Hog Roast 

team, Nick, Jackie & Matthew Brown, Mark & Claire Wragg and Gary ‘the butcher’.  THANK YOU! 

 To all the local business and private donators of Stockbury and Hartlip for their generous monetary and raffle prize 

donations:  

 

Burden Bros Agri Ltd Chris Porter Chris Spree (Spree NDT) 

Eddie Kingsford Fiona & Geoff Moody The Harrow Public House 

Hartlip Place John Deere John Goldfinch 

Jon Collins Metro-Flow Ltd Mrs Muir 

Lawrence Laver (Stockbury’s excellent postie) Robin Brown Roger & Irene Milton 

Richard Ratcliffe (Solicitors of Sittingbourne) Tomsett Kent MOT Centre Russell’s Commercials 

Stockbury Village Hall & Playing Fields Committee  

Sue Gardner & Liz Lee (Random Jams) 
THANK YOU! 

 

To ALL of YOU who dug deep in hard times and made the donation boxes rattle (not a button or peanut was found!) and 

bought raffle tickets, too.  THANK YOU! 

We mustn’t forget all those who helped build the magnificent bonfire and Guy Fawkes as well as help clear up on the Sunday 

morning either.  THANK YOU! 

And lastly but by no means least, our thanks to Dave & Heather Tomsett, John Goldfinch & Jan and Fiona & Geoff Moody 

for reviving a Stockbury tradition of old and for all their hard work leading up to, during and after the Halloween Bonfire 

Party. 

We hope you all had an enjoyable evening and we look forward to doing it all again next year! 

On a final note, we still have an unclaimed raffle prize.  Green raffle ticket, number 99, with the serial number AZ8Y GF52 

was drawn and the owner has a prize waiting.  If you can prove that this winning ticket is yours, please call 01795 841007. 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 

 

Saturday 28th January 2012 10:15—11:00 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles 

and pictures welcome. 

All contributions must have a genuine name and 

contact details otherwise the article will not be 

considered for publication. 

Please try to write your article as concisely as possible. 

The Editor may have to change your layout etc in order 

to fit the space onto the pages. 

 

Deadline third Friday of the month, sooner if possible 

please. 

 

All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author 

and not necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  

However, the Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten 

articles/letters or reduce the size of notices. 

I would like to wish all the readers and 
advertisers a very happy Christmas and 
hope 2012 is a good one for you.   
Sue Gardner [Editor] 

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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HUNGRY FOR FUNGI? 
By Sue Gardner 

In the second of my walks this year with the Bredhurst 

Woodland Action Group (BWAG) as advertised in this 

publication (the first was the bat walk back in July) my 

friends and I headed off early on a beautifully sunny autumn 

Sunday morning to join probably too large a group of 25 

enthusiastic fellow fungi spotters. 

 Our guide, a well-informed lady, let’s call her Mary 

because I can’t remember her name, looks like she knows 

one end of a chanterelle from another, found our first 

fungus—a field mushroom.  Unless we wanted to clamber 

over the fence to take a closer look we had to take her word 

for it.  Well, it was a mushroom alright and it was growing 

in a field, so what’s to check? 

 She explained that due to the dry summer and very mild 

autumn, the fungi were not in great evidence at the moment.  

(I knew it!  It was turning into a repeat of the bat walk—for 

those who remember it, we only saw a couple of bats before 

the rain came.  That particular summer’s day obviously 

wasn’t too hot or dry...but I’m sounding a little bitter so I’ll 

continue with my woodland tale…) 

 Our group consisted of young, old, fit, not so fit, keen 

photographers, folk with fungi books and a couple of dogs.  

It didn’t feel like we walked that far as the pace was 

leisurely and once we’d found our first toadstools, they 

seemed to be everywhere. 

“Mary” gave us little lenses so we could look up close and 

personal into the world of fungi.  With such names as King 

Alfred’s cakes, so named because they look like burned 

PUZZLE CORNER ~ ~ DECEMBER CROSSWORD  & SUDOKU (MEDIUM DIFFICULTY) 

cakes and are excellent fire starters.  What looked like 

turquoise-stained wood became a fairy land toadstools 

when we used the lens.  This emerald-green elf fungus was 

used in Tunbridge Ware by the Victorians.  The tiny yellow 

disco fungus is self-explanatory.  Turkey tail, the very 

common fairy bonnet, brittle gill, charcoal burner, all 

common in these woods.  There are 60 types of russulas in 

the UK and 10 of them are in this area.  I can’t remember 

what they look like, if indeed we found any but it’s good to 

know that we have so many of them in the vicinity.   

 You may have heard of the honey fungus?  But did you 

know it glows in the dark, apparently?  As does the 

candlesnuff.  I’m not suggesting you can use these as a 

torch if you’re lost in the woods at night but it’s a pretty 

cool trick. 

 I had hoped we’d find a variety of mushrooms (what you 

eat) and toadstools (what you can’t eat) but nature being 

what it is, it can’t be relied upon.  Given the conditions 

previously mentioned, it was hardly surprising that most 

specimens were actually either themselves mouldy or short 

on the ground.  However, “Mary” showed us where to look, 

sometimes to look up as there was some spectacular birch 

bracket fungus (also used in past time to sharpen razors, 

then as a sponge to mop up the blood) above eye level, she 

advised us not to touch (of course, though try telling that to 

the children and dogs in our group). 

 I was shocked to learn that under just one tree there 

could be approximately 19 kilometres of mycelium thread 

running underground.  Fungi are necessary to help break 

down leaves and wood.  We’d be in trouble if they weren’t 

there.  Bio-diversity at its best. 

 Time had passed really quickly and before we knew it, 

we needed to sneak off before the end after the three hours 

as our Sunday lunch beckoned.  My friends and I made our 

escape while the others in the group were still vying for 

attention from “Mary” and the children thought that picking 

yet another toadstool for “teacher” to identify was an 

endearing gesture. 

 So I still don’t know too much about what’s good to eat 

and what’s not but this walk was a great taster, not literally, 

course! 

 Mushrooms, anyone? 

 

King Alfred’s cakes (no, not something 

picked up from our recreation field!) 

Answers 

on page 13 

http://www.uksafari.com/alfredscakes.htm
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor, 

I felt I must write to say a big thank you to Dave Tomsett, 

MB Farms and all the volunteers who organised the very 

successful village hog roast and firework display in October. 

 The evening was clearly enjoyed by all who attended with 

the most spectacular firework display to close the evening. 

 Well done Dave, your efforts were appreciated and hope 

this is the first of many village events staged in the Cherry 

Orchard. 

 

Elizabeth Lee 

Dear Editor, 

I would like very much to thank all those who were involved 

in the hard work and effort in organising the Hog Roast 

Fireworks Display on 29th October.  My family and I had a 

brilliant evening and we all thought the fireworks were some 

of the best we've seen.  The display was managed with 

continuity and skill and we could see that those lighting the 

fireworks were very experienced and safety conscious. 

 The Hog Roast was superb, so a big thank you MB Farms 

for their generosity and also to all the businesses in 

Stockbury and Hartlip who made huge contributions, 

including the raffle prizes.  Thanks too to everyone who gave 

funds via the collection boxes leading up to the event. These 

donations made all the difference, I'm sure.  

 I was amazed at how the village 'came together' for this 

successful event and it made me very proud to live in 

Stockbury.  Let's hope there are many more occasions like 

this! 

Denise Summer 

Stockbury Parish Council -  

Affordable Housing 
The parish council is pleased to confirm that it has been 

advised by English Rural Housing Association (E R) that 

they will be resubmitting a planning application for 8 

affordable homes (as per the last application) to be built on 

the originally designated site in South Street Road, opposite 

the entrance to the farm shop, to be available for rental to 

local people. The background to this application is as 

follows: 

1. The original application for the same development was 

refused by Maidstone Borough Council’s (MBC’s) 

planning committee because, in their view:- 

a. The development had an adverse impact on an area 

designated as an AONB; 

b. Stockbury is a “non-sustainable” community, since it 

does not have a school or a doctor’s surgery and that 

there should be no provision for ANY more 

affordable housing in the parish.  

The above objections were in spite of the fact that a senior 

planner from MBC selected this site in early 2007. The 

parish council disagreed with both these conclusions, which 

would inevitably lead to the decline of our parish since 

those who could no longer afford to live in it would be 

forced to move elsewhere. 

 

2. E R submitted an appeal against the decision in June 

2011 and the planning inspector concluded the following: 

a. “I conclude that the location is an acceptable one in 

terms of sustainable development, according with 

policy H3 of the South East Plan”;  

b. “The design of the proposed buildings would be in 

keeping with the existing range of styles in the 

vicinity. The AONB is distinguished by a large-scale 

landscape of chalk down land. The proposal would 

have only a limited impact on the wider setting of 

the site within this landscape”.  

In other words, both the objections raised by the MBC 

planning committee were rejected. However, the inspector 

had concerns that the agreement for the housing to be 

available for local people “in perpetuity” was not strong 

enough and the appeal was dismissed. 

3. E R has confirmed that following their discussions with 

MBC, the S106 agreement will ensure that the houses will 

be designated for local people in perpetuity. This will 

resolve the issue raised by the planning inspector and will 

be agreed with the parish council. They have also 

confirmed that 13 local households who were originally on 

their list are still interested in local needs housing and they 

have had one further applicant so far.  

 As a result of the above, ER will submit a planning 

application shortly. 

 As you are aware, this process has taken far longer than 

originally planned. However the parish council is now 

hopeful that much needed affordable houses for local 

people will be soon be available in Stockbury. 

 If you wish to be considered for one of the proposed 

houses, please contact Alison Thompson at English Rural 

Housing Association on 01233 665846. 

 

Stockbury Parish Council 

Dear Editor  

I would just like to take this opportunity to say many thanks 

to all the helpers/organisers for an enjoyable evening of 

SATURDAY 29TH OCTOBER when they held the village 

bonfire and fireworks party. We had a really good time and it 

was lovely to see so many people turn out and give their 

support which I personally hope will become a yearly event.  

My children enjoyed watching the fireworks. If help is 

needed next year then I am willing to help.  

 The time and effort that the organisers had put in was 

tremendous making sure everything ran smoothly so hats off 

to them and my point is if anyone can do better then lets see 

them do it or do they just like to moan about it. 

 I heard that some people said that there was not alot of 

choice in food .  HELLO IT WAS ALL FREE so why moan 

about it.  Where else would you go and get FREE FOOD 

AND FIREWORKS AND ALSO NOT FORGETTING HOT 

DRINKS AND CHILDRENS DRINKS.   No where I dont 

think unless you stay at home and then you still have to buy 

things. 

 This event was run on DONATIONS ONLY so a big 

thankyou to all who donated.  

A BIG WELL DONE TO ALL INVOLVED. 

Many thanks  

 
MISS TINA JACOBS 

2 BULL LANE COTTAGES STOCKBURY 



Page 7 

 

You can read the Stockbury 
Observer in colour ! 

 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

 
Also an advertising opportunity not 
to be missed—if you are a local 
business why not use our website 
to have a world-wide presence 

 
Contact Chris Porter on 01795 843715, 
likewise, to report any anomalies or 

errors. 

Our meeting this month was with Mr Withnal and 

he was talking about Garden Design, this was very 

interesting he showed us some gardens that were 

really lovely and would be well worth visiting. 

The next months meeting will be our presentation 

evening and a we all look forward to finding out 

who has won all the cups this year.  

 Then we have the Christmas Fayre were we will have our 

usual stall so we are hoping to see lots of people come a long 

and support us as well as all the other clubs.  

 There are still tickets for the New Years Eve party so if 

you would like to join us please give me a call on 01795 

479440.  There will be an assortment of party games, 

dancing, and if you feel really brave you can even dress up 

and you never know you might even win the best costume 

prize. 

 On behalf of all the Stockbury Cottage Gardeners can I 

wish you all A Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New 

Year. 

Top 10 things to do this month 

1. Check your winter protection structures are still securely 

in place 

2. Check that greenhouse heaters are working OK 

3. Prevent ponds and stand pipes from freezing 

4. Prune open-grown apples and pears (but not those 

trained against walls) 

5. Prune acers, birches and vines before Christmas to avoid 

bleeding 

6. Harvest leeks, parsnips, winter cabbage, sprouts and 

remaining root crops 

7. Deciduous trees and shrubs can still be planted and 

transplanted 

8. Take hardwood cuttings 

9. Keep mice away from stored produce 

10. Reduce watering of houseplants. 

 

Judith Sanford 

STOCKBURY COTTAGE GARDENERS 

 Church Lane Orchard 
 

Due to the outstanding success of the Hog Roast recently held in our beautiful orchard and as it was dark 

you may not have noticed that a few trees may be slightly worse for wear.  The new trees that were planted 

in Church Lane Orchard a few years ago have, for the most part, done well and produced blossom and some 

fruit this year. There are about 15 trees (of the 100 originally planted) which have not survived and Mike Phillips of 

Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership has agreed to supply replacements.  If you would like to help put something 

back into such a worthwhile community project, there will be a working party to replant the trees on  

Sunday 4th December starting at 10.00am 
This should not last more than a couple of hours, so please come along.   Your help will be most welcome.  Please bring 

your own gardening gloves, if you have them. 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND SLUDGE 

REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 



Page 8 

 

Mobile Library 

The mobile library stops out front of Stockbury Village Hall 

every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 

 

STOCKBURY WI 
INVITE YOU TO 

CAROLS ON THE GREEN 
WITH 

 

THE SALVATION ARMY BAND 
ON 

 

FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2011 

7.00 TO 7.30pm 

ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 
 

FESTIVITIES CONTINUE IN THE VILLAGE HALL WITH 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS, REFRESHMENTS AND RAFFLE 

 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN TORCH OR LANTERN 

 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
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STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 
Below is the amended item for the minutes from  19 
October [see item 3 below: Ed]:- 
 
Item 9 Highway matters, 3rd line down now reads: 
 
Cllr. Parvin reported possible development at Detling 
Showground/Airfield.  Although within an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, Bearsted and Thurnham 
parish councils, as members of the Joint Parishes 
Group, suggested this alternative location to the 
proposed development at Junction 8, M20. 
 

NOT YET APPROVED 
STOCKBURY  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Wednesday, 16 November 
2011 in the Memorial Hall, Stockbury at 7.30 pm. 
 
1.  Present 
Cllrs. L. Cathcart (chairman), J. Cockett, J. Collins, F. Mace, 
C.  Porter,  D. Tomsett, P. Woods.  In attendance: D.S. 
Williams, treasurer, Cllr. D. Parvin (MBC), E.M. Buxton, 
clerk. 
2.  Apologies 
Cllr J. Whittle (KCC). 
3.  Minutes 
Copies of minutes of a meeting held on 19 October 2011 
had been issued to councillors.  There was one amendment 
to item 9 Highway matters [see notes at the top of the 
page: Ed].  The minutes were then approved and signed 
(proposed C. Porter, seconded P. Woods)  
Matters arising 
Core Strategy: nothing had been received from Maidstone 
Borough Council.  A Jubilee beacon had been registered for 
4 June 2012.  The Hall and Playing Field Committee would 
be arranging an event in the afternoon/early evening, 
leading up to the beacon lighting. 
Parish Plan.  Stockbury Observer to print a warning 
regarding removal of gritsalt from salt bins. 
4.  Notice of reports from External Meetings 
26 October at Steppes Hill Road, and later Police Forum, 
Yalding. 
5.  Declaration of interests 
There were none, but see below, Item 14 Any other 
business. 
6.  Consultation of this meeting agenda 
None. 
7.  Police Report and matters 
No report from the police. 
Letter discussed from the new District Commander of Police, 
previously circulated,   Noted that new telephone contact 
numbers were required for publication.  The chairman 
reported:- 
10-11 October Rumstead Lane, lorry batteries stolen; 2 
November Chalky Road,  corrugated iron sheets, motorcycle 
frame, engine casing stolen; 2 November South Green 
Farm, insulation stolen. 
From 14 November a new police number, 101, is in force.  
This is for non-emergency calls to local officers.  Calls cost 
no more than 15 pence. 
Police Forum, Yalding. 
Matters discussed:  Maidstone crime figures highest in the 
county; new vehicles secured; Speedwatch should continue; 
Gypsy and traveller sites; 999 response time 9m40sec.; 
Combined fire and police control room proposal; continued 
use of mobile phones in cars. 

Next meeting 22 February 2012. 
First aid equipment in emergencies; check to be made in 
village hall store.  KCC to be asked what equipment is 
required in case of emergency. 
8.  Highway matters 
A249 Action Group meeting wrongly reported in Kent 
Messenger.  Parking at night on double yellow lines in 
Aerodrome Approach.  Steppes Hill Road, chairman met 
with John Edwards, of Maidstone Borough Council and two 
highway engineers.  Measurements taken with a view to 
preventing parking. 
9.  Parish Services Scheme 
Papers received had been studied and were discussed.  Cllr. 
Woods, together with the clerk, would compile a response to 
Maidstone Borough Council. 
10. Planning 
Application:  11/1612 Ashwood, Chalky Road . Demolition of 
part of bungalow, reconstruction of centre, extension to roof, 
3 dormer windows:  Recommended Approval. 
Decisions: 11/1331 Court Farm, Yelsted.  MBC Refusal. 
  11/1562 South Leas Farm, South Green.  MBC 
Approval. 
11. Finance 
Financial statement to 31 October 2011 received and 
accepted.  The treasurer was in contact with the Borough 
regarding a shortfall in the 2nd concurrent function payment. 
The Audit Commission would be requested to consider 
leniency in respect of the fee due.  Increase in turnover was 
caused by receipt and payment of KCC grant for Broadband. 
Bonfire/fireworks, Hallowe'en.  The considerable profit made 
at this successful event would be placed in a new account to 
be opened - Stockbury Orchard Account - and used only for 
such community events. 
Cheque numbers 1342 to 1346 were signed (proposed  
F. Mace, seconded C. Porter). 
12. External meetings 
Future meetings: Tri-Parish,  8 December, 7.30 pm Detling 
Airfield Industrial Estate, new development between 
showground and industrial estate.  Learning & Development 
chairmanship course, Cllr Woods expressed an interest in 
attending. 
Cllr Parvin (MBC) reported: New contract for waste 
collection; development at showground; congratulations on 
successful Hallowe'en event. 
13. Correspondence 
CPRE Kent AGM and lunch, 25 November, Lenham.  Cllr 
Porter would attend. 
14. Any other business 
From the public (5 present) 
Complaints of people outside Stockbury attending the 
Hallowe'en event. 
 
From councillors 
Report on Hallowe'en event (filed with these minutes).  
Grateful thanks were expressed to Cllr. Tomsett and his 
support team.  It was hoped to make this an annual event. 
Stockbury church is closed for the time being due to internal 
structural damage.  Night lights had been removed from the 
war memorial.  Lorry damage in Pett Lane.  Temporary road 
closures, Plum Tree Lane and South Lees for road repairs.  
Closure of Yelsted Road 3-15 December for re-laying 
electric cables.  Point-to-Point in February. 
Reference Item 5 of these minutes, Cllr. Cockett stated as 
follows :- 
 "In case, in the future, someone trawls through the 
records looking for pecadillos, 
 I would declare YES and NO. 
 YES for the interests I have had for the last sixty years 
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in village events such as 
 bowls, gardeners, hall committee etc. etc. 
 NO regarding any pecuniary interests affecting the 
parish council." 
15. Closure 
There being no further business, the chairman closed the 
meeting at 9.30 pm.  
 

E M Buxton 

STOCKBURY BOOK 

CLUB 
 

Stockbury book club continues to 

meet monthly in members’ homes 

within the village.  Refreshments accompany lively 

discussions about the latest book we have read and we remain 

stimulated by the members’ variety of interpretations, levels 

of enjoyment and yes...who has managed to actually finish the 

book and who has not! 

What We Are Reading: 

September’s book “Nurse Nurse” by Jimmy Frazier was a 

light-hearted read which we welcomed as a contrast to the 

summer book “The Poisonwood Bible” (a 615 page epic set 

in the 1960’s Belgian Congo).   

 One participant, a trained nurse, was able to offer specific 

insight into Frazier’s writing and comparisons were made 

between ‘old-school’ nursing and modern NHS approaches. 

 We all generally agreed that the book was humorous, easy 

to read, but not overly compelling.   

 We then read the next book “Bad Blood” by Lorna Sage, 

which, we concurred, was reminiscent of the past for all of us, 

some relating more to Sage's experiences than others.   

 This month we are reading "The Girl With The Dragon 

Tattoo" by Stieg Larsson and will meet in December to 

discuss the book and watch the DVD of the film, with some 

Christmas fare to accompany 'movie night'! 

 The book club is an informal group, broadening our 

horizons in a very entertaining and enjoyable way, by 

stimulating us to read a broad spectrum of books which we, 

perhaps, otherwise wouldn’t.  With the summer barbecue and 

Christmas book/film evening thrown into the mix, it has 

proved another of Stockbury’s very successful and popular 

social events!  

Denise Summer 

Sherlock and 

Queen Victoria 

(guess who?) 

From left-right:   The two 

‘aitches’ - Hagrid and Harry and 

Fagin and Nancy?  Do you know 

who they are yet? 
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A week in the life of Gary...a Rural Butcher 

Interview by Sue Gardner 
 

I meet my first victim of this new series for 

the Observer in the pub, where Gary, 

assistant manager of the shop at MB Farms 

is about to eat his beef casserole.  This was a 

pre-arranged meeting—it’s not like I’ve 

picked him at random.  You will know Gary, especially if 

you shop at MB Farms.  He is also “occasionally” in the 

Harrow and a Pétanque team member in the summer. 

 

But you’re not from round here are you?  “How can you 

tell?  I can tell you how to get to the Harrow, in fact I could 

get there blindfold.  But ask me directions for anywhere else 

and I’d be struggling.” 

(I don’t think this is good enough proof that Gary isn’t a 

local—I’ve lived here for over 4 years and I still struggle.) 

Gary goes on to explain that he moved here 18 months ago 

from Folkestone on a 2-week trial as a butcher at MB Farms.  

“I don’t know if I’ve passed yet, though as I am now 

Assistant Manager, I guess I must have!” 

 

I suppose you have to get up at the crack of dawn to start 

work?  “It depends if it’s winter!” he laughs!  “I’m up at 

4.30-5 am every workday Tuesday-Sunday, then on my days 

off I’m up really late...at 8 am!” 

 

On a normal day, what’s the first thing you have to do?  

“Well, I don’t have breakfast, just a coffee—got to have 

that—to start the day, then I’m at work from 5.15-5.30 am.  

My first job is to check the answerphone.  We get orders 

from restaurants, mostly for steaks, joints, diced beef, mince 

and chicken.” 

 

MB Farms has a great reputation for quality, hasn’t it?  

“Yes, all our meat is free range from our farm, apart from the 

pork which is free-range supplied by another farm.  We get 

orders from a wide area and customers also come for the 

good service, from me and Clive and the rest of the staff of 

course!” 

 

So what’s the next thing you have to do?  “If it’s a 

Monday, we’ll have two bodies of beef to butcher.”   

A body?  Gary proceeds to describe what he means.  “2 

hindquarters and 2 forequarters.”  He shows me by drawing a 

finger from his neck straight down the middle, then from left 

to right across his abdomen.  “Luckily, Monday’s my day 

off!  That takes most of the day, plus I serve customers and 

top up the window.” 

Gary explains he has a butcher’s shop background, where the 

meat is displayed in the window but at MB Farms it’s in the 

counter. 

“On Tuesday, lamb or pork is cut up.  That’s my day off 

too!”  He laughs. 

 

So, Gary, what do you actually do?  It sounds to me that 

by the time you get back from your days off all the work 

is done?  “Not quite.  There’s still loads to do.  Like today, a 

Wednesday, I spent most of the day tying up topside joints.” 

 

That must mean you know how to tie knots?  “Oh yes!  

The good old butcher’s knot.  It’s a slip knot and if you can’t 

tie that you’d not last 5 minutes in this job.  I’ve been tying it 

since October 1976!” 

He then describes what’s involved butchering a pig: breaking 

sides of pork into primals.  “This is the shoulder, loin and 

leg; you bone and tie the legs, the shoulders and loins are 

prepared as chops, belly pork is sliced up, chump is boned 

out and prepared as steaks.” 

 

Aren’t you sick of the sight of meat?  “I actually enjoy 

working with it, especially here as you get the whole animal 

to butcher rather than cryvac’d (vacuum packed) pre-cut in 

pieces in boxes like you do in other butcher shops.  I like 

eating it too, though I’m not too keen when it’s rare—I hate 

the sight of blood!”  He laughs, but he’s actually serious. 

 

Christmas is coming; your days are going to be a bit 

different?  “We’re going to be very, very busy.”  Just 

thinking about it makes him order another beer.  “Turkeys!  

Hundreds of them, all free-range of course!  We already have 

about 40 up at the farm that we’re fattening up and the rest 

come in the week before Christmas from our supplier.  We 

have to draw them (gut them) and finish plucking them.” 

 

Sounds horrendous.  How long does that take?  “About 10 

minutes.” 

 

That’s very quick.  “Remember, I know what I’m doing.  It 

would probably take you till next Christmas!” 

 

Oi, that’s a bit unkind—Easter maybe?  We both laugh.  I 

sense we’re coming to the end of the interview until I 

remember I’ve not “interrogated” Gary on the farmshop’s 

famous sausages.  This is my chance to learn their secret 

recipe.   

“If I told you, I’d have to kill you!” he says menacingly.   I 

don’t want to risk it.  What he does tell me is the Stockbury 

Pork, and Olde English flavours are the best sellers.  “We 

make probably three times more sausages at Christmas, along 

with chipolatas and pigs in blankets.  And don’t forget our 

gammons that we cook up into ham.  Each joint takes 7-8 

hours in our boiler.” 

I don’t suppose you’re allowed time off in the run-up to 

Christmas?  “Oh no, and we have to work long hours to get 

it all done.  But I don’t mind, it’s all in a day’s work.” 

So what will you do on Christmas Day?  “Sleep, 

probably!” he laughs. 

Gary (centre) at work 

serving a customer at 

the recent Stockbury 

Hog Roast 

 

© photo courtesy of 

Matthew Gateley  

 

To see some of Matt’s 

other photos of this 

event, please go to 

stockbury.org.uk and 

click on the link to the 

Observer [Ed} 
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There has been a lot of back slapping and celebrating going on 

at the Community Bus since I last wrote.  Some of you may 

already be aware that in October, we won The Action with 

Communities in Rural Kent Village of the Year Award 2011, 

in the Transport category.  Aren’t we so very proud!  Dave 

Tomsett attended the awards ceremony with Lyle Cathcart, 

Stockbury Parish Council’s Chairman, where they were given 

a winner’s certificate, (which you may have seen displayed in 

the bus) and a voucher for £100 towards the bus maintenance. 

 Further celebrations were to be had that same week, when 

my long suffering husband, Geoff and I were put through our 

paces by KCC to become accredited KCC mini bus drivers.  

We are now the new recruits of the driving team, so be gentle 

with us – for a little while at least! 

 Amongst all this good news, however, is some sad.  We 

said au revoir to Andrew Kift, one of our valued drivers, at the 

end of November.  Andrew has been an integral part of the 

Stockbury Community Bus team since day one and we would 

like to thank him for all his time and dedication to the service.  

He will be greatly missed and we hope one day, he will return 

to us. We wish him well. 

 Although, all too aware, that Christmas isn’t too far away, I 

was reminded recently that Father Christmas will be in his 

grotto at Newnham Court Village (Notcutts) 

during December.  What a superb excuse for us 

to make a small festive detour on the way to 

Maidstone on a Tuesday.  Why not use the 

opportunity to take your little ones to sit on Santa’s knee and 

make a Christmas wish before he has to rush back to the North 

Pole and those mischievous elves.  To go, a small child is not 

essential!  Why not just take the chance to browse the 

Christmas decorations and those naughty but oh, so nice 

Christmas goodies.  You may even find a pressie or two.  

Tempted??  To book your seat call me on 07551-454702 or 

send an email to communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk 

and let me know you would like to be dropped at Newnham 

Court Village.  We will be offering this service only on a 

Tuesday, from 6th – 22nd December. 

 Don’t forget that the bus is going to Bluewater too, on 

Saturday 10th December, departing Stockbury at 8.30am, so 

book those seats! 

 Finally, your award winning Stockbury Community Bus 

team wish you all, a very safe and happy Christmas and New 

Year.  Enjoy!  We look forward to seeing you in 2012. 

 

Fiona x 

STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 

101 is the number to call when you want to contact your local police - when it’s less urgent than a 999 call.  
 
101 is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

 

Monday the 14th November saw the launch of the new 101, non-emergency number. The 2010 British Crime 

Survey found that 54% of the British public did not know how to contact their local police. The 101 number will 

make it easier for the public to contact their local police as well as easing pressure the on 999 system and making the police 

more accessible to everyone.  

 Callers will NOT be put through to a national call centre, it will be kept local. The introduction of the 101 number will give 

the public a simple, easy way to contact their local police force to report non-emergency crime and disorder, where they can 

speak to their local officers or make general enquiries 

 Each call to the 101 number will never cost any more than 15p, no matter how long the duration of the call, what time of 

day it is or whether they are calling from a landline or a mobile. All of the call charge goes to the phone operator - not to Kent 

Police. This cost is very competitive with other call rates and as there is a charge will hopefully not be used inappropriately.  

 The call you make will be able to pick up your mobile phone signals or identify the area codes you are calling from on your 

landline. This information will determine which police force the call is directed too. If a caller is within 1 mile of the boundary 

of two forces they will be given options by the operator to which force they wish to talk to. Callers wanting other forces 

around the country should still call the 101 number.  

 The number is already in use by many police forces around the UK with the last force due to go live in December this year. 

The 101 number has so far been well received by the public and has led to improvements in public satisfaction and confidence 

when calling the police.  

 In an emergency the public should continue to call 999, when a crime is in progress or life is in danger and people who are 

deaf or speech impaired can still text 'police' and their message to 60066. 

FAQs 
When should I call 101? 

You should call 101 to report less urgent crime and disorder or to 

speak to your local officers.  For example, you should call 101 if: 

Your car has been stolen, your property has been damaged, you 

suspect drug use or dealing in your neighbourhood. 

Or to: 

Report a minor traffic collision, give the police information about 

crime in your area, speak to the police about a general enquiry. 

 

You will hear a recorded message announcing the police force you 

are being connected to. If you are on a boundary between two or 

more forces, the recorded message will give you a choice of which 

force to be connected to. 

 

If I am deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired, can I call 101? 

Yes, you can textphone 18001 101. 

What about reporting general nuisance or environmental 

issues? 

You should continue to call your local council for things like: 

reporting graffiti, dog fouling, abandoned vehicles, dumping and fly 

tipping, vandalism. 

What should I do if the 101 number is currently blocked on the 

phone at my workplace / college / business premises? 

As 101 is a new number, some business phone systems and 

switchboards may not yet be programmed to recognise 101. Please 

contact the person who administers your phone system to request 

that access is opened to the 101 number. 

mailto:communitybus-stockbury@hotmail.co.uk
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Corporate and  individual

Private Health Insurance
Discounted for the self-

employed and professionals

WPA are authorised and regulated by the Financial

Services Authority, registration number 202608

Call your local account manager

Jon Collins

01795 842 702

SALT BINS 

Winter is almost upon us, and the prospect of snow and ice 

threatens once more to strand Stockbury residents.  It is 

therefore timely to mention that the salt bins provided by 

KCC are therefore to be used on our public highways and the 

contents are not to be removed for personal use.  The Parish 

Council is aware that salt 

is already being removed 

from the bins and this 

could be classified as 

theft. 

FIRE HYDRANTS 

Further to item 10 in the October Parish Council 

Minutes, a preliminary list has been made: 

 

Location Approximate Grid reference 

 

Village Green 841628 

Church Farm 846617 

M2 Roundabout 854620 

Pet Farm, Pet Lane 856612 

The Green, South Green 850602 

A249 Primrose layby 834604 

Beaux Aires, Bimbury Lane 823610 

 

If anyone knows the location  (and grid reference if 

possible) of the other hydrants in our Parish, please 

contact  

Dave Tomsett on: 

  

01795 841007, daytime only. 

 

If you don’t know 

what a hydrant looks 

like, here are a couple 

of examples: 

 

Crossword & Sudoku Solutions 
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 

 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist – Church Steward - Freddie Davey  

  01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey  01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 / 07775 856273 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Judith Sanford 01795 479440 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 

Maidstone BC Councillor—Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

  07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch—Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 

  01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Newspaper correspondents for KM 

 Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

for East Kent Gazette—John Cockett 01622 737782 

Observer Editor—Sue Gardner

 Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

STOCKBURY  
COTTAGE GARDENERS ASSOCIATION 

 
 

Stockbury Village Hall 

 
 

Fancy Dress Costume optional  

(Prize for the best Costume) 

 

There will be a Disco/Party Games etc 

 

Tickets Cost £15 per person 

 

For tickets contact Judith on 01795 479440 

 

(Please bring own food and drink)  

Parish Council Clerk—Eileen Buxton 01795 842687 

embstockbury@btinternet.com 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

timharnold@btinternet.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency 01622 690690 or 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 Including contacting our rural PCs 

Rural Police Officer  
  07772 225983 

  01622 604390 

or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 

@kent.pnn.police.uk 

 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 

0800 555111 

Public Footpaths – PROW Officer—John Pelham 

    01732 872829 ext  4 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis  01795 844524 

South East Water emergency   0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W. I.- Brenda Mace  01622 884746 

THE HARROW 

SEASONAL OPENING TIMES 

 

On Christmas Day, Boxing Day and 

New Year’s Day, the Harrow Pub  

will be open between 12 noon-3 pm 

 

For opening times on Christmas Eve & New Year’s Eve 

please see the notice in the pub window or contact the pub 

on 01795 842546 

 

Other dates in December: 

December 2nd Fish & Chips (booking recommended) 

December 21st Xmas quiz 9 pm start 

 

Normal opening hours during the rest of December, unless 

stated otherwise 

 
Jean and Linda would like to wish their customers a very 
merry Christmas 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm 

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm 

Post Office hours 
 

Monday, Tuesday,  

Thursday, Friday 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wednesday 9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Saturday 9.00 am—12.30 pm 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:embstockbury@btinternet.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk
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HOG ROAST & FIREWORKS 

photos by Matthew Gateley ©  

Nick from MB Farms—feeding 
the masses! 
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OUR FAVOURITE BOOK CHARACTERS  

COME TO LIFE IN STOCKBURY 

Do you recognise this 
motley crew?  Thanks to 
Wendy’sWardrobes for 
sponsoring this event..  
Great costumes! 


