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OCTOBER  HALL  DIARY 

OBSERVER DEADLINE ! 

IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE OR PUT A STORY IN  
WE MUST HAVE IT BY 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 21ST 2016 

Diary for October 2016 All events at the Memorial 
Hall unless otherwise  

Sat 1st Caravan Club. Field + 
Hall 

All Day 

Sun 2nd Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

    Caravan Club Field All Day 

Tues 4th Music and Movement 10.00‐11.00am 

    Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 5th Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

Thur 6th Gardeners 8.00‐10.00pm 

Fri 7th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sat 8th Hartlip P.A. 5.30‐11.00pm 

Sun 9th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tues 11th Music and Movement 10.00‐11.00am 

    Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 12th Pilates 9.30‐10.30pm 

    WI 7.30‐9.30pm 

Thur 13th Bowls 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 14th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 16th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tues 18th Music and Movement 10.00‐11.00am 

    Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 19th Pilates 9.30‐10.30 am 

    Craft Club 1.00‐3.00pm 

    Parish Council 7.30‐9.30pm 

Thur 20th Bowls 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 21st Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sat 22nd First Aid Course 9.00‐1.30pm 

    Private Booking 2.00‐11.00pm 

Sun 23rd Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tue 25th Music and Movement 10.00‐11.00am 

    Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 26th Pilates 9.30‐10.30 am 

Thur 27th Bowls 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 28th Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 30th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

 !!!   THE HARROW  !!! 

As many of you may have heard, Shepherd &  
Neame have decided to sell The Harrow pub in 
Stockbury and we are currently looking at the 
opportunity to buy it as a community, safeguard 
its future and make it a place that residents of 
Stockbury will want to go to.  A meeting was 
held on 27th September to assess interest and we 
will now be progressing the options. If you 
would like to be involved or think that you may 
be able to help, please contact:-                         

Chris Porter - 01795 843715                      

Phil Woods - 01634 263644 

This is urgent as we have only a few months 
to finalise any arrangements. 

FUN QUIZ In aid of Stockbury Church on 

Saturday19th NOVEMBER 2016 at 

Stockbury Village Hall 

7.30pm start 

 £5.50 per person 

includes nibbles (bring own drinks) 

 Teams of 6 - 8 per table 

 To book a table Contact 

Brenda Mace 01622 884746 
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Visit us on: 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

 

You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   

 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 

 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND SLUDGE 

REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Stockbury 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Stockbury 

 Sunday 2nd October 2016    6.00pm    - HARVEST                      
                                                                    FESTIVAL 
 Sunday 9th October 2016     6.00pm    - Evensong 
 Sunday 16th October 2016   6.00pm    - Sung  
                                                                    Communion 
 Sunday 23rd October 2016   6.00pm    - Evensong 
 Sunday 30th October 2016   No Service Stockbury  
(There will be a joint Communion  service 
                                                          10.45am at Iwade)  
 
Penny Stevens PCC secretary 

 St Augustine’s RC Church Deanwood Drive, 
Rainham Mass times are Saturday     10 am and 6 
pm, Sunday 9.30 am and 11 am and week days 
9.30 am every day  

SEPTEMBER  STOCKBURY  CHURCH  DRAW   

£50 1st - Carol Waters (256) 

    £20  2nd - Judith Sandford (109)                           
£10  3rd - Susan Sellens (50) 

BULL LANE COFFEE MORNING. 

  Thank you all who attended a very enjoyable coffee 
morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer. 

  Support was at No1 Bull Lane on Friday 9th Sept. 
£80 was raised for the charity. Again thank you all 
for coming and for your generosity.                              
Doreen Town  

 Stockbury Book Club  August meeting  
 
This month we met up to share and chat about 
some of our favourites. We were treated to a    
reading from “The Village” which is a volume of 
short stories written by Mary R Mitford and         
another popular read was Jessica Burton’s “The 
Miniaturist”. We look forward to reading her       
recently published second novel, “The Muse”. 
Philip Pullman’s “Four Tales” which is a take on 
fairy tales with morals attached was an interesting 
and favourite read of another of our group       
members and the authors Jodie Picoult and Lesley 
Pearce are enjoyed by three of our group. It’s     
always interesting to find that one person’s favour-
ite best seller is really disliked by someone else , 
and in our group, this prize goes to “Gone Girl”. 
Next month we’re reading a book by Helen        
Dunmore and then hope to return to another      
C.J Sansom book in his “Shardlake” series.  

Jan Butterfill 

Try DEAR DAD BY Gazelle Green Ed. 

Kent Orchards for Everyone 

By popular demand Stockbury Community Orchard held a bat walk around the village attended by a dozen people.  
With high expectations of hearing and seeing the common pipistrelle the evening started a little quiet with just the one 
soprano pipistrelle bat flying by close to the village hall.                                                                                             
With the dark evening setting in everybody, with their bat detectors in hand set at 45khw, the frequency needed to           
detect the echolation of the common pipistrelle bat, slowly wandered up the street, into Hill Green Road. Silence, only a 
little owl singing his heart out and the odd cricket croaking away.  We retraced our tracks and headed towards Bull 
Lane.  Again nothing. We trundled down to the end of the village and the end of the cherry orchard— only a dog bark-
ing could be heard.                                                                                                                                                   
With resignation that this evening was not going to be the best for bats, we turned back and suddenly the bat detectors 
picked up an unusual echolation.  Simon Ginnaw, our guide from Explore the Wild, was carrying a very sophisticated 
detector and was almost speechless.  We all waited in anticipation. What was it ? Yes a new record for us at Stockbury; 
it was a Natterer’s bat.  These bats live off spiders; they catch them with their tails and flick them into their mouths.  At 
last it was not all in vain, with this record we continued back up the Street and 
along Hill Green Road where we heard more soprano pipistrelles until the houses 
ended and we were treated to a symphony of common pipistrelle bats. Everybody 
was mesmerised.  What a fantastic end to the evening.                                                              
Pippa Palmar                                                                                                                  
Kent Orchards for Everyone                                                  
www.kentorchards.org.uk                                                                         
Facebook Kent Orchards for Everyone                 
pippa.palmar@kentdowns.org.uk 
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The Harrow Public House STOCKBURY— Frances and 
Channon would like to wish a warm welcome to the pub 

Telephone: 01795 228177 - 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Opening Times are: 

Mon—Sat 12.00 am – Quiet   
Sunday 12.00 pm – 7.00 
Sunday lunches served from 12-5 pm (last orders 
4.30 pm) Every 3rd Week of month Fish &Chips. Sunday 
Roast 2 courses £10, booking advised. 

Please look out for our specials board ! 

O.A.P. SPECIALS Mon—Fri  12—4p.m. 2 courses £7.50 

Food is served every day. 

Monday –Saturday 12.00pm-8.00pm 

 

Musical Playtime is coming to Stockbury! 

 

 Musical     Playtime    classes  create  a   lively  and exciting       atmosphere  for  
you and             your  child    based  on  repetition  and   outine. 

Activities promote   children's   natural           

  creativity ,  curiosity and their need to  explore through movement !                          

Come and       join Carley ! 

Classes begin on Tuesday 13th September 2016  

at lOam in Stockbury Village Hall     

The Street, Stockbury, Kent. ME9 7UD 

 £4.50 per session or 6 sessions for £20. 

 

 07854 620 611      www.musicalplaytime.co.uk  

 

 

 

October Concert ~ Saturday October 15th   

 Dvorak ~ Overture - Carnival 

Shostakovich ~ piano Concerto No.2 (soloist: Alexander Panfilov) 

Berlioz ~ Symphonie fantastique  

Be exhilarated by live music! 

 Experience a large group of musicians in performance! 

 Become alive with the sound of classical music!  

Enjoy Steve Migden’s Pre-Concert talk from 6.40 -7.10 

at Mote Park, Maidstone~ free parking. Interval bar. 

Phone 07817 429143 for Nicci Whitaker  

(new Subscribers 50% off) or book via the website www.mso.org.   

MOBILE LIBRARY DATES 

OCTOBER 13th 

            27th  



Will we get a Christmas Present from BT ? 
 
By the time you read this the works necessitating 
the closure of Church Lane should be completed 
and life should be back to normal, but do you 
know why it was closed? It's because Broadband is 
on the way! Not the version of Slowband we have 
been saddled with based on something 
comparable to a pair of tin cans a bit of string, but 
proper Broadband with many of us being able to 
get speeds in the range of 30-40Mbps. That's 
something like 20 to 30 times faster than we 
currently get! 
Getting us connected requires a fibre optic link to 
the exchange in Newington which means a new 
green box / cabinet alongside the existing one on 
Church Lane. But the new cabinet needs a power 
supply and even though there is a Transmission 
pole pretty well behind it in the orchard, it is the 
wrong sort of power, High Voltage rather than the 
required 240v! This has meant that the Project 
Manager looking after the roll out to get 
Broadband into rural areas has had to coordinate 
between UK Power Networks and BT Openreach to 
get this resolved - all I can say is that he must be a 
very patient man... 
 

 If you had a look at the lane while the works were 
being carried out you will have seen that there was 
quite a bit of it dug up which undoubtedly caused some 
inconvenience / problems (particularly for MB Farms 
and the like), but I'm sure most of you will agree that 
the benefits will make it worthwhile. I'm not just talking 
about the amount of time we will soon be able to waste 
watching You Tube and on demand TV services, but 
things like our eldest daughter being able to do the 
web based homework she gets from school, being able 
to load learning apps for our younger daughter, and for 
those of you using other means of getting a high speed 
connection (Dongles, Vfast, Sky etc...), you should be 
able to get a more reliable service. Stockbury can join 
the virtual world! 
 
 The completion date for this project has slipped a few 
times over the course of the year, but the latest 
completion date is the middle / end of November. This 
may slip again, but now works on the ground are 
actually underway we should be should have a 
reasonable connection by Christmas. Yippee, but 
fingers still crossed!!! 
 

 Dave, 
Glebe House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every other year we try to showcase art and crafts from the talented people of 
Stockbury and also this time, talents in Kent. Do come and see for yourself on 

SATURDAY November 26th                        
in the village hall                                                            

from 11.00a.m. until 3.00p.m.                      
We will be showing photographs, many mounted and paintings of varied subjects, 

ready framed, beautifully crafted bags  - all unique, hand painted cards,      
wood turned items and quirky small soft toys.  

Prices to suit all pockets! 

FREE ENTRY   FREE REFRESHMENTS  FREE PARKING 
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Bespoke Kitchen, Bathroom & Bedroom Installations 

We provide a full service package which not only includes the supply and installation 
of your new kitchen or bathroom but also all of the associated plumbing & tiling, 
electrical installation, plastering, small building works and decoration. Our highly 
skilled fitters and engineers will see to every detail of your installation from start to 
finish and with each job supervised you can relax and watch your new room take 
shape to your custom design. We are members of Checkatrade with an average rat-
ing of 9.7 and also Kent County Council Trading Standards approved with  all the 
relevant accreditations and insurances.  

A family run business so our reputation is our guarantee.                         

  Telephone 01622 616117                         

website: www.elliottinstall.co.uk   email: elliott.install@gmail.com 

I am a very experienced dog groomer, in the business for 7 years. I recently moved into the area and am pleased to offer my 
mobile van based dog grooming services for all small to medium size breeds.  



Stockbury Gardeners October 2016 

Well what a great end to the summer! It started with cold 
and wet and we all thought typical English weather!!  Then 
it all ended up with a Mediterranean feel with record 
temperatures and a shortage of rain. For those that 
managed to water  your garden sufficiently I hope you had 
a bumper crop of vegetables and some magnificent flower 
displays. 

The wild life around our pond has been thriving; in the 
garden we have found numerous slow worms and lizards 
(see picture). My son who was weeding with me picked up 
a pile of weeds and jumped back when he saw the lizard, 
so we took the photograph and carefully placed him back 
where we found him, or her not 
too sure on sexing lizards? On 
the subject of gardens and 
wildlife remember all wildlife is 
wild and deserves to be allowed 
to live in its habitat, it is up to us 
to maintain that environment and 
not destroy it. Your writer and 
wife have been fortunate to have 
been awarded a Gold award by 
the Kent Wildlife Trust and we 
travel to Canterbury University 
during October to receive the 
award. 

Another plus in providing habitat for Dragonfly is that they 
eat wasps, that must please some of you, I recently saw a 
Dragonfly take a wasp in mid-air, I was delighted as I am 
sure it must have been that very same wasp that has been 
ruining my apple crop. 

Now for this months to do list 

Join the Stockbury WI in order to learn to bottle, 
preserve, freeze ,cook  etc. all of the garden 
produce, and don’t forget the hedgerow produce 
as well, especially around our lanes we are so 
lucky to have hedgerows left. 

Keep weeding do not let those weeds produce seed 
heads for next year. 

Plan next year’s garden with a new sowing plan, pick 
up your seed catalogues from the Stockbury 
gardeners with a hefty 50 %  discount, not a 
member? I hear, then come and join an expanding 
friendly club on the first Thursday of the 
month, this month at 8 oclock. 

Once you have put weeds onto the compost heap 
turn them over after a few days to let the air in to 
speed up composting. 

Good luck with any digging as we really require some 
rain. 

The greenhouse could do with a good clean so empty 
everything out and disinfect with jeyes fluid, wash 
the outside glass down but ensure the water does 
not enter the water butt 

If you have  not got a water butt, fit one. 
Keep a watch on the weather for frosts which will finish 

off tender plants, so bring pots into the greenhouse 
or conservatory. 

The gardeners meeting this month has the autumn 
vegetable and flower  show, which promises to be a record 
entry this year, with carrots and onions weighing in at over 
1 kilo. The judging takes place while we have our AGM. In 
order to vote there will be an allocated time to join prior 
to the proceedings, the cost for the whole year is £10, 
which includes various memberships and entitlements with 
the RHS and big discounts on composts, seeds, etc.   

Chris Spree 

                               - - - - - - - - - - - -  

STOCKBURY SHORTS (from listening in to 
Stockbury Parish Council) 

 Tired of coming face to face with a van or lorry 
parked dangerously on our motorway bridges, 
blocking the lanes, which are advertising, well, 
stuff?  They’re a hazard and Kent police would 
like to know about them.  Please report it to 
them on their 101 phone line.  

  The new village sign went up.  The new village         
 sign came down.  Stolen?  No!  It’s gone for a 
 paint job.  To see the different colour options, 
 check them out soon in the MB Farm shop and 
 the final decision will be made by the sign’s 
 designer. 

  Something to look forward to next July during       
 the Kent Show weekend: no more cones 
 closing off entry to Stockbury.  A victory for the 
 “Keep Stockbury Accessible” activists. 

  Potholes? Sick of them?  Please report them! 
 The more residents who report them, the more 
 likely they'll be fixed. http://www.kent.gov.uk/
roads-and-travel/what-we-look-after/roads/potholes 

  We’re now even closer to getting our own 
 village defibrillator installed.  It just need to be 
 housed in a defibrillator cabinet at the village 
 hall. More on this soon. 

Fireworks, hog roast and huge bonfire are coming to 
the cherry orchard for our legendary, even bigger, 
more spectacular Halloween event.  More details 
soon. 

Parish shorts  provided by our very own roving reporters               



Page 7 

 

Stockbury Gardeners October 2016 

Well what a great end to the summer! It started with cold 
and wet and we all thought typical English weather!!  Then 
it all ended up with a Mediterranean feel with record 
temperatures and a shortage of rain. For those that 
managed to water  your garden sufficiently I hope you had 
a bumper crop of vegetables and some magnificent flower 
displays. 

The wild life around our pond has been thriving; in the 
garden we have found numerous slow worms and lizards 
(see picture). My son who was weeding with me picked up 
a pile of weeds and jumped back when he saw the lizard, 
so we took the photograph and carefully placed him back 
where we found him, or her not 
too sure on sexing lizards? On 
the subject of gardens and 
wildlife remember all wildlife is 
wild and deserves to be allowed 
to live in its habitat, it is up to us 
to maintain that environment and 
not destroy it. Your writer and 
wife have been fortunate to have 
been awarded a Gold award by 
the Kent Wildlife Trust and we 
travel to Canterbury University 
during October to receive the 
award. 

Another plus in providing habitat for Dragonfly is that they 
eat wasps, that must please some of you, I recently saw a 
Dragonfly take a wasp in mid-air, I was delighted as I am 
sure it must have been that very same wasp that has been 
ruining my apple crop. 

Now for this months to do list 

Join the Stockbury WI in order to learn to bottle, 
preserve, freeze ,cook  etc. all of the garden 
produce, and don’t forget the hedgerow produce 
as well, especially around our lanes we are so 
lucky to have hedgerows left. 

Keep weeding do not let those weeds produce seed 
heads for next year. 

Plan next year’s garden with a new sowing plan, pick 
up your seed catalogues from the Stockbury 
gardeners with a hefty 50 %  discount, not a 
member? I hear, then come and join an expanding 
friendly club on the first Thursday of the 
month, this month at 8 oclock. 

Once you have put weeds onto the compost heap 
turn them over after a few days to let the air in to 
speed up composting. 

Good luck with any digging as we really require some 
rain. 

The greenhouse could do with a good clean so empty 
everything out and disinfect with jeyes fluid, wash 
the outside glass down but ensure the water does 
not enter the water butt 

If you have  not got a water butt, fit one. 
Keep a watch on the weather for frosts which will finish 

off tender plants, so bring pots into the greenhouse 
or conservatory. 

The gardeners meeting this month has the autumn 
vegetable and flower  show, which promises to be a record 
entry this year, with carrots and onions weighing in at over 
1 kilo. The judging takes place while we have our AGM. In 
order to vote there will be an allocated time to join prior 
to the proceedings, the cost for the whole year is £10, 
which includes various memberships and entitlements with 
the RHS and big discounts on composts, seeds, etc.   

Chris Spree 

                               - - - - - - - - - - - -  

STOCKBURY SHORTS (from listening in to 
Stockbury Parish Council) 

 Tired of coming face to face with a van or lorry 
parked dangerously on our motorway bridges, 
blocking the lanes, which are advertising, well, 
stuff?  They’re a hazard and Kent police would 
like to know about them.  Please report it to 
them on their 101 phone line.  

  The new village sign went up.  The new village         
 sign came down.  Stolen?  No!  It’s gone for a 
 paint job.  To see the different colour options, 
 check them out soon in the MB Farm shop and 
 the final decision will be made by the sign’s 
 designer. 

  Something to look forward to next July during       
 the Kent Show weekend: no more cones 
 closing off entry to Stockbury.  A victory for the 
 “Keep Stockbury Accessible” activists. 

  Potholes? Sick of them?  Please report them! 
 The more residents who report them, the more 
 likely they'll be fixed. http://www.kent.gov.uk/
roads-and-travel/what-we-look-after/roads/potholes 

  We’re now even closer to getting our own 
 village defibrillator installed.  It just need to be 
 housed in a defibrillator cabinet at the village 
 hall. More on this soon. 

Fireworks, hog roast and huge bonfire are coming to 
the cherry orchard for our legendary, even bigger, 
more spectacular Halloween event.  More details 
soon. 

Parish shorts  provided by our very own roving reporters               



                                                    



Page 8 

 

Page 6 Page 6 

 

 

Oil Boiler Specialists  
 

A big thank you to all my loyal customers. 

I have been doing a lot of training  

and readying my company for the new RHI launch and to 
this effect we can now offer you biomass boilers  

(log, pellet and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

All design and installs in-house  

and this will allow you to gain the MCS payment from the 
government to cover the cost of installation.  

I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you all 

and keep your oil boilers running at their best. 

 

Give me a call or email 
 

Mark Viccars  

Chestnut Plumbing  

07894067151  

01795 842291  

chestnutplumbing@yahoo.co.uk 

OFTEC & HETAS registered and certified 

Local Electrician 

Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates  

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 

We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 

info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 
www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  

Chartered Physiotherapists 

( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

 

Make every day a 

‘day against’ pain... 



  

 
PARTY 

 
  

 

 

 
 Get an entry discount voucher at 

www.stockbury.org.uk 
 

How to have a voice in this community 

Do you want to know more about your 
environment and how efforts are always being 
made to maintain the status quo of this pleasant 
space we all love (and which is why we choose to 
live here)….. Stockbury ? 

If you could spare an hour or so each month  (not 
much in a lifetime ! ) to attend a parish council 
meeting (7.30p.m.) then all would be revealed. 
NOT ONLY THAT should you wish to have your 
opinion known and perhaps acted upon you can 
have your say at a dedicated time on that evening. 

This is the very best way to have the parish / 
village of Stockbury progress in a democratic 
fashion. 

Please come along and meet other interested 
Stockbury residents ! 

NEXT MEETING…. Wednesday, October 19th  

      in the village hall.        Ann Rich 

CRIME REPORT 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
In Pett Lane, Stockbury a burglary took place on 

the night of September 7th or early the following  

morning September 8th. 

EIGHT wooden panels were taken from the front 

fencing of a dwelling, breaking all the cement 

and the up rights. 

If any odd vehicles are seen please report to 
PCOS  

Ryan Waring   07769  584  213 

and Dave Rowley  0772  226  097 

GREAT DOUBLE PAGE ARTICLE  

NEXT PAGES 
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WHY  WALK  THE  SAXON  SHORE  WAY  ? 

A reasonable question for anyone – never mind the 
un initiated to ask and I may well indeed ask myself 
the same question a few times over the coming 
months – but decide to walk it we did – myself and 
my friend Julia. 

Having decided to move to Kent seven years ago, it 
really was a county I knew very little about, except 
that was the way you went to Dover and it was where 
Bluewater Shopping centre was! Time and a 
keenness to get to know the county better has 
taught me there is a lot more to Kent than that and 
more to north Kent than an outsider like me may 
initially realise. It was a BBC programme on Hidden 
Kent that initially made me think about this, but it 
was conversations with Julia in the winter that put 
‘flesh on the bones’ and eventually the idea turned 
into a plan as she had suggested the Saxon Shore 
way since it runs very near to where she lives. 

After a few false starts because of the weather and 
my concerns about whether I was fit enough we 
eventually got going in mid. August. For those of you 
who know nothing about it (obviously me until very 

recently), it runs from Gravesend to Rye in East 
Sussex. Historically it connected a series of Forts 
built by the Romans to keep Saxon marauders at bay 
(Sillitoe and Godwin 1983). It is 140 miles long and 
regarded as one of the most variable coastal walks 
in Britain. 

We took the decision to start within Medway, since 
logistically it involves a fair bit of driving, to avoid 

needing to walk two ways and so our first walk 
was from Cliffe to Cooling.  

We set off bright and early to avoid the heat of the 
day. The walk began with the need to negotiate our 
way through some mineral works (bit scary with the 
huge lorries thundering by, never mind the diggers 
and dumpers). The walk takes you by the side of the 
gravel works which co-exist side by side with 
beautiful RSPB nature reserves, created from former 
flooded clay pits. As the walk progresses the 
mudflats at the edge of the Medway offer a place for 
many wetland birds. We passed bright green lagoons 
apparently filled with dredged mud from the River 
Thames, successfully adopted as a habitat by plants 
insects and birds. Ship wrecks, derelict jetties and 
the long abandoned Cliffe Fort (built to defend the 

River Thames) all compete with one another to 
assault my senses and make me re assess what 
constitutes a beautiful and interesting landscape. 

We gave up trying to find Pickes Way which would 
have led us on to the last part of our walk and 
quickly learnt that despite arming ourselves with 
maps printed by Medway Council and one or two 
others, the lack of signposting and detail on the 
map, led to some confusion!  Even locals that we 
met had no idea which way the Saxon Shore way 
went! Lesson 1 buy an OS map for the next stage 
and meanwhile – adjourn to the pub for a well-
earned sit down. 

Not wanting to be beaten by the lack of a decent 
map, we returned a few days later to finish the last 
part of the first walk. This time we took in some 
lovely views of the north Kent marshes as well as 
Cooling Castle and Church. Many of you may know 
the graveyard here with its Lozenge shaped graves 
provided some of the inspiration for Dickens’ Great 
Expectations novel. We even spotted some Saxon 
Shore Way signposts this time, having wondered if 
they existed! 

Feeling buoyed up by our signposting success we 

pressed on with Part two of the walk, which 
goes from Cooling toward High Halstow. 
Beyond Cooling the walk enters Orchard country 
where many a tempting ripe pear was spotted, with 
fine views over to London it was superb. Northwood 
Hill – on the north side of High Halstow offers oaks 
with many nesting sites for the largest heronry in 
Britain. Northwood Hill is the largest and oldest RSPB 
nature reserve in the country. 

At this point we retraced our steps to Cooling where 
we had left the car and retreated to Cliffe to sample 
the fare of a different pub and feeling quite virtuous 
that we had managed not to get lost this time. 

We took up walk three from High Halstow to 
Hoo right at the end of August when our beautiful 
but totally unpredictable summer weather was still 
with us. Our very limited experience had taught us 
that walking a totally continuous route was dictated 
by both good signposting and available parking. Yet 
again our attempt to utilise our map reading skills 
was thwarted by public footpaths meant to join up 
with the Saxon Shore way, petering out and for this 

(Continued on page 11) 



MIND YOUR LANGUAGE 
 

Lost drivers are having fun and games 

In navigating our narrow lanes 
 

They thought that they were in for a treat 
Being sent for a trip down easy street 

 
At school a diversion was something nice 

Like going to the theatre once or twice 
 

English language has a lot of ambiguities 
And road signs now make use of lots of these! 

 
John Cockett 

reason we were left with no alternative but to pick it 
up in High Halstow. The arable land still had a lot of 
its beautiful colours even though the crops had 
been harvested, so yet again I was struck by what a 
place of contrasts north Kent is – golden fields 
leading on to views of Kingsnorth and the Isle of 
Grain Power stations. Julia – a true local informs me 
that the Chimney of the Isle of Grain Power station 
is to shortly be demolished, so by the time we do 
our next walk the landscape will look very different 
structurally as well as seasonably. The way the 
positioning of these monolithic buildings could 
seem to alter so much depending on where you 
were in the walk, was quite confusing and 
disorientating to me, but eventually we find our way 

to the sea wall at Hoo, which leads in turn to Hoo 
Marina Park. 

 For those of you that may be concerned this walk is 
an excuse for a pub crawl of Kent and East Sussex, 
this time we adjourn to a very nice café in the Marina 
where we are told the SSW had been substantially 
re-routed by the current owners of the boatyard, to 
prevent it running across their land. You will see from 
the photo that glimpses of the Thames barges were 
still available to us – reminding us of where we were 
– so geographically close to London. After a well-
earned sandwich we retraced our steps to Hoo and 
eventually home. Hoo to Upnor having to wait until 
October.                     Moira 
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CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS   It’s never too late...to advertise in the 
Stockbury Observer 

Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and have 
remained unchanged for the fifth, consecutive year: 

 £85 for a half page    £55 for a quarter page                    
Our advertising year started in June and new adverts for less than 
12 months duration will be charged on a pro-rata basis and prices 
on application for ads smaller than a quarter page.  If you would 
like to take out an ad for the remainder of our advertising year, 
please email -stockburyobserver@gmail.com to express your 
intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent 
along with details of how to pay. 

If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, preferably 
in MS Word, Powerpoint or Publisher.  Please bear in mind when 
designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may not look 
so good in black and white on the paper version, despite looking 
great on our web version. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this parish 
plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great opportunity 
to promote your business 

Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 

Pick ups from 9.30 am close to where you live 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

Sponsored by 

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Cricket Club—Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 
                                                   th.bul2@yahoo.com  
Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  
Revd Liz Cox 01795 435184 

elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 
Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club—               Brian Crisp 01634 231886  

Dog Club— Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners—Lex Sargent 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 
Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 
Kent Messenger correspondent                             
Claire Adams 01795 841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
Maidstone BC Councillor – Patrik Garten 
   01622 807907 
                                    patrikgarten@maidstone.gov.uk   
MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch— 
Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 
Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842 691 
Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 
Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
timharnold@btinternet.com 
Police – Emergency only 999 
Non-emergency 101 
& ALL General enquiries 
 
Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Ryan Waring                               07969584213 
5872@kent.pnn.police.uk  
PCSO Dave Rolley                                 07772226097 
59079@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 55511  

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  03000 41 71 71 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 03000 41 81 81  
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem  
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  
or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency             0333 000 0365 
South East Water Leak line                0333 000 3330 
Potholes  

www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 

Stockbury Observer Editor  07944811668 
Brendan Ferrill—Stockburyobserver@gmail.com 

WI Brenda Mace                                   01622 884 746        

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes  

The minutes for our parish council meeting will be  ap-
proved at the following meeting and will then be published 
on www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the meeting at 

which they were approved 

AWARD  WINNING  M B Farms  

  Monday to Friday 8.00 am —5.00 pm  

       Sunday  8.00a.m.—3.00p.m. 

       Saturday 9.00a.m.– 5.00p.m. 

Post Office hours 

Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri         9.00 am—5.00 pm 
Saturday         9.00am—12 noon 
Wednesday                9.00a.m.—4.00p.m.
 National Lottery now available 

Find us on Facebook! 



                                                


