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July 2016 

Regulars:  St Mary Magdalene Service dates; W.I. 
note; Poet’s Corner; Gardeners;                                
Reports/Articles: Crime /Book Cub / Orchard             
Notices & Dates: Deadline dates ; Community 

JULY HALL  DIARY 
Diary for July 2016All events at the Memorial Hall unless 

otherwise shown. 

 

Vehicles Obstructing Footpaths 
There is a noticeable increase in vehicles using the footpaths to 
park on. Parents with children in pushchairs and residents walk-
ing in the village have to walk into the road to pass these vehicles. 
This    becomes even more hazardous during dark evenings. 
 
The correct place to park is on the road and on the correct side if 
within the 30mph limit. Any vehicles parked on a footpath are 
causing unnecessary        obstruction, which is dealt with by po-
lice and is an endorsable offence. 

PLEASE PARK RESPONSIBLY! 
 
 Mick Bingham 

 
From: nhw.westkent@kent.pnn.police.uk 
To: tony.lorna@hotmail.co.uk 
Subject: Kent Community Messaging - Mid Kent - 
YA29/22/6/16 
Date: Wed, 22 Jun 2016 11:50:22 +0100 
[Reference: YA29/22/6/16] 
        This is a crime and community message from 
Maidstone & District Neighbourhood Watch. We would 
like to inform you of the following information for your 
area. 
Tools, toys and other items were stolen from a garage in 
Bull Lane, Stockbury between 1.30pm on 14 June and 
5pm on 19th. June. Crime report no. YY/013150/16 
If you have any information in connection with this   
message, please dial 101. 
Reply using email Tony Kerr 

Fri 1st Daisy Foundation 9.45am‐12.45pm 

    Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 3rd Labrador Rescue Day ‐ 
Field 

11.00‐4.00pm 

Tues 5th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Thu 7th Bowls 2.00‐5.00pm 

    Gardeners 8.00‐10.00pm 

Fri 8th Daisy Foundation 9.45am‐12.45pm 

    Private Booking 1.00‐5.00pm 

    Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sun 10th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00 ‐11.00am 

    Cricket ‐ Field 1.00‐5.00pm 

Tues 12th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 13th Pilates 9.30‐10.30am 

    WI 7.00‐9.00pm 

Thu 14th Bowls 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 15th Daisy Foundation 9.45am‐12.45pm 

    Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sat 16th PCC Rally. Hall+Field 3.00‐11.00pm 

Sun 17th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

Tues 19th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

    NSYC 7.30‐9.30pm 

Wed 20th Craft and Chatter 1.00‐3.00pm 

    Parish Council 7.30‐9.30pm 

Thu 21st Bowls 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 22nd Daisy Foundation 9.45am‐12.45pm 

    Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30pm 

Sun 24th Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

    Cricket ‐ Field 1.00‐5.00pm 

Tue 26th Bowls 2.00‐4.00pm 

Wed 27th Pilates 9.30‐10.30am 

Thu 28th Bowls 7.30‐9.30pm 

Fri 29th Daisy Foundation 9.45am‐12.45pm 

    Dancing Club 8.00‐10.30 pm 

Sat 30th Food and Craft Fair 11.00‐2.00pm 

Sun 31st Dog Club ‐ Field 10.00‐11.00am 

PLEASE NOTE                                                           

Pilates will be in the hall at  4.00p.m. on July 
20th And not at it’s usual time of 9.30a.m. 

Can rugby be reborn? Ivor failed to stop the old boys proceeding  

- Part ii in the gym The Harrow Stockbury 

 8 pm 3rd August 16 



                      



Page 2 

 

Visit us on: 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

 

You get more with the  

on-line Stockbury Observer!   

 

We’re in Colour! More photos! 

 

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND SLUDGE 

REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 
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St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Stockbury 

 

Night Work 

 Some villagers have started to talk 

About a very dark night bat walk 

 

‘Batty’’ people will be walking for miles 

And give the  locals lots of smiles 

 

Looking for bats in the glooming 

Is the reason they are roaming 

 

Perhaps of all the strangest sights 

Are people looking for fl-by-nights 

 
John Cockett 

       JUNE  STOCKBURY CHURCH  DRAW    

1ST  -    Lex  Sargent 

2ND  -    Colin Fagg 

3RD—   Andrew Holman

St Mary Magdalene Church, Stockbury 

 The services in July are as follows:- 

 3th July – 6.0pm Sung Communion  

10th July – 6.0pm Evensong 

17th July - 6.0pm Sung Communion  

24th July – 6.0pm Evensong 

31st July - 10.30am joint open air communion service @ 
Upchurch. The church is now open from 10.00am to 
4.0pm every Saturday and Sunday until the end of Sep-
tember. You are invited to visit and enjoy the peace of 
this special building. Details of the range of services 
held within the benefice of the six parishes, to which 
Stockbury belongs, and can also be found on the par-
ishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The Revd 
Liz Cox .   

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact 
The Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241  

Penny Stevens 

PCC secretary 

 

 St Augustine’s RC Church Deanwood 
Drive, Rainham Mass times are Saturday      
10 am and 6 pm, Sunday 9.30 am and 11 am 
and week days 9.30 am every day  

FIRE BRIGADE ADVICE 
 
Unfortunately, over half of all the fires KFRS attends start in 
the kitchen and the majority are caused by unattended 
cooking, a build up of grease and fat on the cooker, or by 
kitchen mishaps, where items such as tea towels, chopping 
boards or washing baskets have been placed on a hot hob. 
  
By taking a few moments to work out what is coming        
between you and a fire safe mealtime, you can avoid a fire 
of this type happening in your home. 
  
Make fire safety your main ingredient and help prevent a 
kitchen fire in your home by following these tips: 
  
 Keep an eye on your cooking and remember to switch       
off your cooker if you have to leave the room 
 Use a timer for items placed in your oven or grill to      
remind when your food is done and to save it from burning 
 Plan and prepare - if you know you have a busy week 
ahead, try and plan in advance and prepare meals that do 
not require lots of cooking 
 Avoid storing or placing household items on your cooker 
or stove 
 Keep your cooker, grill and oven clean to avoid a build 
up of grease and fat that could start a fire 
 Keep children and pets well away from you cooking area 
 Ensure electric cookers, toasters and microwaves are 
turned off at the mains when you have finished using them 
 

Fit a working smoke alarm on each floor of your home 
and test it weekly to ensure it provides early warning in 
the event of a fire. 

For further fire safety advice visit                        
www.kent.fire-uk.org/cooking or call 0800 923 7000. 
  
Kind regards,  
  

Sacha 

AN OBSERVATION 

I know we all lead busy lives, going to and from the village, 
but surely on your daily travels, you're at the very least  
noticing the overgrown hedges; even if you are not being 
affected by them scratching your car, or reducing your   
visibility around bends. We all moan about it, but seldom 
few of us seem to do anything about it. So I ask of you, do 
not turn a blind eye to maintaining your verges and 
hedges immediately outside your property, as this will    
reduce the majority of the blind spots and general      
untidiness of the village. Thank you. 

Hannah Brown 
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The Harrow Public House STOCKBURY  

Telephone: 01795 228 177  or 07450 095 631 

Email: theharrowstockbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

 

Frances wishes you a warm and hearty welcome to The Harrow, a 200 year old public 
house. I hope you enjoy your meal, if you do then please tell others, if you don’t then 
please tell us!  

We pride ourselves on providing quality food, not fast food, using local producers 
whenever possible. 

The Harrow Bar Restaurant fransmille@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Opening Times are: 

Mon 4.00 pm – 10.00 pm 

Tues –Sat 12.00 am – 11.00 pm 

Sunday 12.00 pm – 9.00 pm 

Sunday lunches served from 12-5 pm  

Please look out for our specials board ! 

O.A.P. SPECIALS Mon—Fri  12—4p.m. 2 courses £7.50 

Food is served every day. 

Monday –Saturday 12.00pm-8.00pm 

AWARD  WINNING  M B Farms  

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 8.00 am —5.00 pm  

       Sunday  8.00a.m.—3.00p.m. 

 Saturday 9.00a.m.– 5.00p.m. 

 

Post Office hours 

Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri         9.00 am—5.00 pm 
Saturday         9.00am—12 noon 
Wednesday                9.00a.m.—4.00p.m.
 National Lottery now available 

Find us on Facebook! 

OBSERVER DEADLINE ! 

IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE OR PUT A STORY IN  WE MUST HAVE IT BY  

THURSDAY 21ST JULY 2016 IN WORD IF POSSIBLE 

Fly Tipping 

This is an increasing problem in the parish, but there 
is a solution to clearing it up. If you telephone the 
numbers below, depending on whether it is in Maid-
stone or Swale, the council will arrange to have it 
picked up. The process is simple and efficient and will 
help keep or parish looking tidier. 

Maidstone      01622 602162 

Swale              01795 424341 

NOTE  

NEW PHONE NUMBER for THE HARROW 



MORE  on  HGV s 

HGVs in Bimbury Lane / Yelsted Road 

 As I am sure that anyone at this end of the Parish 
knows, we get a lot of trouble with HGVs turning off the 
A249 and getting themselves stuck whilst trying to 
“escape”. The major problem is HGVs trying to get to 
the IPL depot in Spade Lane, although the most recent 
was heading for Morrison’s on the Island! 

Following a recent incident in Yelsted Road, I have had 
discussions with IPL, the company that owns and 
operates the Spade Lane depot. Once their Chief 
Executive (and the Chief Executive of ASDA who own 
IPL) got involved, IPL could not have been more helpful 
and I hope that we have solved at least part of the HGV 
problem, at least on the western side of the A249. 

Strict instructions and a map have now been issued to 
all hauliers delivering to Spade Lane. The map also 
specifically notes roads that they are not to use, with 
refusal of the load being the sanction for anyone to 
transgresses. IPL are very, very keen to be on good 
terms with the “locals”. 

This will not, of course, stop the random idiot who turns 
off the A249 for reasons only known to him/herself, but 
should be a significant improvement. 

If you come across an HGV stuck in the lanes, could 
you please ask the driver where they are headed. Even 
those with limited English can usually tell you, or at 
least present their delivery ticket. If they were heading 
for Spade Lane, could you please take the number and 
any other details you can glean and then contact me? I 
will in turn get in touch with one of IPL’s senior 
managers and their head of European Logistics. It will 
not get rid of the lorry, but will allow them to investigate 
and, if necessary, strengthen the instructions to 
drivers. 

Phil_woods@btinternet.com 

0755 272 9494 (text only please, reception is dreadful 
around here!) 

MORE PROBLEMS with RUBBISH 

As a collective, as a village, we despise fly tippers, the 
people who throw their rubbish out of their car windows 
without a care, or reverse along the side of the road to 
unload a day or two’s worth of used building supplies. 
So, why do a select few members of the village deem it 
ok to dispose of their garden rubbish, amongst other 
things, over their garden fences and into a farmer’s 
field? Is it because it’s ‘out of sight, out of mind’? Or is 
it born from the same laziness as the other members of 
society who use the top of Honeycrock Hill as their local 

waste disposal site; I very much doubt ANY homeowners 
along The Street would be too forgiving if someone was to 
unload an unwanted mixture of grass cuttings, rusty bed 
springs and even hard core into their driveways? So 
please, treat the fields and surrounding areas of beauty 
with a little more consideration. 

Thank you 

Hannah Brown 

MORE CRIME REPORTING 

We have received reports of scam phone calls from 

people claiming to work for HMRC. 
The residents are being told that they owe income tax 

and must pay the money back immediately. 
If you receive a call you are not expecting, be 

wary. Never disclose any personal information such 
as bank details to anyone over the telephone, no 

matter who the caller claims to be. 
You can reduce the number of unsolicited sales and 
marketing calls you receive by registering your 
telephone number with the  

Telephone Preference Service.  ItÕs a free service 

and only takes a minute to register. 
Tony Kerr 

MORE  DAYS IN BETWEEN 

The last library van visit in June is on the 30th 

There will then be a short break of two weeks before 
the new timetable begins. 

The new library van visits will then be THURSDAY…... 

JULY 21st 

  AUGUST 4th 

    AUGUST 18th 
 

All at the new time of                   
9.10a.m.  -  9.40a.m. 

MORE OF EVERYTHING ! 



Page 5 

 

MORE  on  HGV s 

HGVs in Bimbury Lane / Yelsted Road 

 As I am sure that anyone at this end of the Parish 
knows, we get a lot of trouble with HGVs turning off the 
A249 and getting themselves stuck whilst trying to 
“escape”. The major problem is HGVs trying to get to 
the IPL depot in Spade Lane, although the most recent 
was heading for Morrison’s on the Island! 

Following a recent incident in Yelsted Road, I have had 
discussions with IPL, the company that owns and 
operates the Spade Lane depot. Once their Chief 
Executive (and the Chief Executive of ASDA who own 
IPL) got involved, IPL could not have been more helpful 
and I hope that we have solved at least part of the HGV 
problem, at least on the western side of the A249. 

Strict instructions and a map have now been issued to 
all hauliers delivering to Spade Lane. The map also 
specifically notes roads that they are not to use, with 
refusal of the load being the sanction for anyone to 
transgresses. IPL are very, very keen to be on good 
terms with the “locals”. 

This will not, of course, stop the random idiot who turns 
off the A249 for reasons only known to him/herself, but 
should be a significant improvement. 

If you come across an HGV stuck in the lanes, could 
you please ask the driver where they are headed. Even 
those with limited English can usually tell you, or at 
least present their delivery ticket. If they were heading 
for Spade Lane, could you please take the number and 
any other details you can glean and then contact me? I 
will in turn get in touch with one of IPL’s senior 
managers and their head of European Logistics. It will 
not get rid of the lorry, but will allow them to investigate 
and, if necessary, strengthen the instructions to 
drivers. 

Phil_woods@btinternet.com 

0755 272 9494 (text only please, reception is dreadful 
around here!) 

MORE PROBLEMS with RUBBISH 

As a collective, as a village, we despise fly tippers, the 
people who throw their rubbish out of their car windows 
without a care, or reverse along the side of the road to 
unload a day or two’s worth of used building supplies. 
So, why do a select few members of the village deem it 
ok to dispose of their garden rubbish, amongst other 
things, over their garden fences and into a farmer’s 
field? Is it because it’s ‘out of sight, out of mind’? Or is 
it born from the same laziness as the other members of 
society who use the top of Honeycrock Hill as their local 

waste disposal site; I very much doubt ANY homeowners 
along The Street would be too forgiving if someone was to 
unload an unwanted mixture of grass cuttings, rusty bed 
springs and even hard core into their driveways? So 
please, treat the fields and surrounding areas of beauty 
with a little more consideration. 

Thank you 

Hannah Brown 

MORE CRIME REPORTING 

We have received reports of scam phone calls from 

people claiming to work for HMRC. 
The residents are being told that they owe income tax 

and must pay the money back immediately. 
If you receive a call you are not expecting, be 

wary. Never disclose any personal information such 
as bank details to anyone over the telephone, no 

matter who the caller claims to be. 
You can reduce the number of unsolicited sales and 
marketing calls you receive by registering your 
telephone number with the  

Telephone Preference Service.  ItÕs a free service 

and only takes a minute to register. 
Tony Kerr 

MORE  DAYS IN BETWEEN 

The last library van visit in June is on the 30th 

There will then be a short break of two weeks before 
the new timetable begins. 

The new library van visits will then be THURSDAY…... 

JULY 21st 

  AUGUST 4th 

    AUGUST 18th 
 

All at the new time of                   
9.10a.m.  -  9.40a.m. 

MORE OF EVERYTHING ! 





Page 6 

 

 

 

Bespoke Kitchen, Bathroom & Bedroom Installations 

We provide a full service package which not only includes the supply and installation 
of your new kitchen or bathroom but also all of the associated plumbing & tiling, 
electrical installation, plastering, small building works and decoration. Our highly 
skilled fitters and engineers will see to every detail of your installation from start to 
finish and with each job supervised you can relax and watch your new room take 
shape to your custom design. We are members of Checkatrade with an average rat-
ing of 9.7 and also Kent County Council Trading Standards approved with  all the 
relevant accreditations and insurances.  

A family run business so our reputation is our guarantee.                         

  Telephone 01622 616117                         

website: www.elliottinstall.co.uk   email: elliott.install@gmail.com 

I am a very experienced dog groomer, in the business for 7 years. I recently moved into the area and am pleased to offer my 
mobile van based dog grooming services for all small to medium size breeds.  



BOOK CLUB REPORT for JUNE 

After pretty dreadful weather all day, the sun managed to 
come out in time for it to shine and give us a pleasant 
evening for our annual summer BBQ. The all too rare 
visitation of sunshine helped enhance everyone’s mood I 
think and we  had a really enjoyable evening with lots of 
successful future planning achieved. 

The book we were meeting to discuss was Hothouse 
Flower by Lucinda Riley. The plot concerned one Julia 
Forrester, a successful concert pianist, whose husband 
and son had been supposedly killed in a car accident in 
France. She returns to Norfolk to try to assuage her grief 
and meets a new man who has links to a large house 
called Wharton Park. The story unfolds to talk about both 
Julia’s relationships and those of Harry Crawford and his 
wife Olivia, wartime residents of the house. 

This was Lucinda Riley’s second book which we had read 
( the first was The Light Behind the Window, score: 8) and 
everyone was of the opinion that this one was not as 
good. It was described as inconsequential, with a weak 
plot and not an absorbing book—several people 
commenting on the similarities in plot observed in her 
other book. Interestingly as I write this review I realised  
that nobody had commented on any of the more historical 
figures in the book, only the modern day ones. It would 
seem that their characterisation was perhaps the most 
inconsequential. That said it was also an easy, pleasant 
enough read with lovely descriptions of Norfolk, it's 
countryside and beaches.  

We gave it an overall score of 5. 

Thanks to everyone for the food they brought and Alan for 
being our BBQ chef. Amazing that he didn’t have to 
exercise his cheffing skills in the rain ! 

Moira Cooke  

STOCKBURY COTTAGE  GARDENERS  

My trip to the Chelsea flower show somehow managed to 
be rain free. The popularity of Chelsea is such that tickets 
are sold for morning, afternoon and evening periods, but 
the whole spectacle is well worth visiting. This year’s best 
show garden was won by the Daily Telegraph with a 
design and layout by Andy Sturgeon. The design was 
inspired by his love of the cliffs on the south downs, 
where he claims “it is all about being in the wild, under 
the stars, drinking beer and chewing the fat, while gazing 
into the flames and setting the world to rights”, hmm……. 
maybe I should get him to design my garden, never the 
less it was a fantastic attempt of design which caught the 
judges eye. 

Next month I will report on a trip to Hampton Court Flower 
Show which I have managed to find tickets for the Press 
and VIP day, it’s a secret so I will report in the August 
issue!!                                                                                 

Tips for this month. 

Dead head roses and spray against black spot and 
mildew; personally mildew is only a problem on certain 
varieties so consider changing for next season. Black spot 
has been a major issue for me this year. 

Sow catch crops once early cabbages have been 
harvested. I sow Pak choi, rocket and salad onions. I have 
also managed to  get a late crop of beetroot which lasted 
into the winter. 

Once Calabrese has been harvested, leave the old stem 
in the ground to get the florets; in a few weeks they can 
be picked and steamed then tossed in butter and 
sprinkled with parmesan cheese, wow. You can test your 
potatoes once they have flowered as there will be small 
new potatoes ready to eat, leave some to grow bigger 
though. Keep an eye open for slugs and snails, I have 
heard of a certain lady well known to me, who tip- toes 
around the garden at night in her dressing gown and 
wellies, armed only with a salt cellar to sprinkle on the 
offending beasts. The mind boggles, personally I would 
rather use nematodes and have an early night. 

The gardeners had their sweet pea and rose show on the 
25th June. I can report that there were a few new 
competitors who managed to win some awards for the 
first time, well done to them. Mick Johnson who is the 
vice chairman of the society has been quite ill but he is on 
the mend and we all wish him well. 

The next meeting will be at 8 pm on the 7th July, there is a 
presentation and talk by Glyn Bareham on gardening 
photography. 

If you are fortunate enough to be attending the Kent 
agricultural show this month, it will be worth paying a visit 
to the Kent Federation of Horticultural Societies tent 
where there  will be  entries from Stockbury gardeners 
members, in both the flower and vegetable classes in this 
highly esteemed show. 

Have a great summer in your garden. 

Chris Spree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A (1997) sketch of the clock tower in Little Hill Green 
Road by the talented Mr. John Cockett 
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judges eye. 

Next month I will report on a trip to Hampton Court Flower 
Show which I have managed to find tickets for the Press 
and VIP day, it’s a secret so I will report in the August 
issue!!                                                                                 

Tips for this month. 

Dead head roses and spray against black spot and 
mildew; personally mildew is only a problem on certain 
varieties so consider changing for next season. Black spot 
has been a major issue for me this year. 

Sow catch crops once early cabbages have been 
harvested. I sow Pak choi, rocket and salad onions. I have 
also managed to  get a late crop of beetroot which lasted 
into the winter. 

Once Calabrese has been harvested, leave the old stem 
in the ground to get the florets; in a few weeks they can 
be picked and steamed then tossed in butter and 
sprinkled with parmesan cheese, wow. You can test your 
potatoes once they have flowered as there will be small 
new potatoes ready to eat, leave some to grow bigger 
though. Keep an eye open for slugs and snails, I have 
heard of a certain lady well known to me, who tip- toes 
around the garden at night in her dressing gown and 
wellies, armed only with a salt cellar to sprinkle on the 
offending beasts. The mind boggles, personally I would 
rather use nematodes and have an early night. 

The gardeners had their sweet pea and rose show on the 
25th June. I can report that there were a few new 
competitors who managed to win some awards for the 
first time, well done to them. Mick Johnson who is the 
vice chairman of the society has been quite ill but he is on 
the mend and we all wish him well. 

The next meeting will be at 8 pm on the 7th July, there is a 
presentation and talk by Glyn Bareham on gardening 
photography. 

If you are fortunate enough to be attending the Kent 
agricultural show this month, it will be worth paying a visit 
to the Kent Federation of Horticultural Societies tent 
where there  will be  entries from Stockbury gardeners 
members, in both the flower and vegetable classes in this 
highly esteemed show. 

Have a great summer in your garden. 

Chris Spree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A (1997) sketch of the clock tower in Little Hill Green 
Road by the talented Mr. John Cockett 
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Oil Boiler Specialists  
 

A big thank you to all my loyal customers. 

I have been doing a lot of training  

and readying my company for the new RHI launch and to 
this effect we can now offer you biomass boilers  

(log, pellet and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels. 

All design and installs in-house  

and this will allow you to gain the MCS payment from the 
government to cover the cost of installation.  

I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you all 

and keep your oil boilers running at their best. 

 

Give me a call or email 
 

Mark Viccars  

Chestnut Plumbing  

07894067151  

01795 842291  

chestnutplumbing@yahoo.co.uk 

OFTEC & HETAS registered and certified 

Local Electrician 

Domestic electrical installation & repair work 

undertaken to  high standard 

No job too small 

Part P BS7671 Qualified 

Free Estimates  

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 

The Coach House, 39b High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4AW 

We also have a Practice in Gillingham 

 if you would like more details contact us in Sittingbourne 

info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk      01795 435060 
www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk 

Stay Fit...Stay Active 

Fully Qualified Male & Female  

Chartered Physiotherapists 

( MCSP & HCPC Registered ) 

(Established 20 years in Sittingbourne High Street) 

 

 

Make every day a 

‘day against’ pain... 



Donuts, Cricket and a Comfort Zone 

Clarkson punching someone because his supper 
was not ready had been bad enough ! And then 
Matt LeBlanc, American actor and co-host to Chris 
Evans on the new version of Flop Gear (will it still 
be showing by the time you read this one 
wonders), upset many some months ago by doing 
donuts, wheelies, power slides - call them what 
you will - in front of the Cenotaph. It was, to most, 
an appalling act of crass disrespect.  

Nearly equally so to cricketers, those who chose to 
do the same thing on our village cricket square, 
during May. Titter ye not ! Cricketers and cricket 
lovers take no prisoners ! Within an hour of the 
act, President Keith Rich was on the case, rallying 
all concerned as we faced our first home fixture 
within days of the dastardly act. Grounds man 
Roger Milton was quickly taking decisions and 
selecting a strip, and there we were, up and 
running for the first home fixture of the season. 
Now anyone who knows anything about cricket 
would say that tyre indentations on a cricket 
square would be something of a hazard. The TMS 
team would have a field day ! They did when Free 
George Davis campaigners poured oil on the 
Headingly Test wicket in ’75. Stockbury cricketers 
are made of stern stuff and quickly adapted to the 
situation, winning their first 4 league matches! a 
feat not achieved since the glory days of Nigel 
Sharp back in the early noughties. All of which 
says something about the stalwart qualities of 
Stockbury cricketers. 

All this can now be watched, albeit not the donuts, 
from our new comfort zone – seven simply 
splendid traditional park benches. Positioned 
beneath the overhanging branches, just along 
from Bill Bailey’s commemorative cherry and the 
Fourayes donated Bramley and its Gala pollinator, 
what better way to spend summer Sunday 
afternoons ? Check the Fixture Book for dates of 
remaining home matches.                                   

Michael Lee 

 

FUN  QUIZ 

August 27th  

at 

7.30 p.m. 
in the Village Hall 

 

                 £5 per person 

                 8 on each table 

Licensed bar 

Raffle 

                 Book your table NOW ! 

     RING NICK on   

          07833 915 245  

                 Or TOM on 

    07780 440 526  
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We carry out plumbing, heating  

and property maintenance 

 

A family run business  

with over 20 years of experience 

 

Bourne Services is a Gas Safe and 
NICEIC registered company 

Please call or email us for a no obligation quote on:  

01795 410032 or 

07889 867028 or 

bourneservices@yahoo.co.uk 

“CHARITY WATER-BARBIE” 

24th July!!  And maybe you “oughta” Come to 
our Barbie and dip in the water! - Bounce in a 
castle and hunt for some treasure—A few 
hours of fun whatever the weather  - A 
leisurely seat in a heated whirlpool—And then 
a fun swim, surely that would be cool? - £10.00 
a ticket for a swim and some food—Children 
under 10 free, so bring us your brood! - Drinks 
and a raffle so prizes galore—All proceeds to 
charity who could want more? - The Rainy Day 
Trust is our charity—For people who work 
hard, like you and like me—Who fall on hard 
times through no fault of their own—In danger 
of losing their business and home—Please help 
us to raise a few hundred pounds—For this 
worthy cause held in our house and grounds.—
From 2.00 pm onwards, please purchase tickets 
in advance.—Payment can be by cash, cheque, 
credit/debit card, or bank transfer.    

Please apply to: or 

 

Gill and Richard Graves 

Foxes Farm 

Hill Green Road 

Stockbury 

ME9 7UP 

Phone:  01795 844988 

E.mail: 
vixen_668@fsmail.net 

 

Phoenix Bathroom 
Designs Ltd. 

47 High Street 

West Malling 

Kent 

ME19 6QH 

Phone:  01732 873309 

Paulphoenixbath-
roomdesigns@gmail.c

om 

 

 

 

 



WI REPORT 

In society we all dread and probably fear somebody 
in our family developing Alzheimer’s/Dementia.   
Alison Carter presented us with her knowledge of 
working and caring for sufferers by introducing us 
to, No Place Like Home.  To raise our awareness 
and insight into, hopefully, understanding people 
who have a form of dementia and to maybe offer 
our help.  

No Place Like Home was set up after her father, 
John was diagnosed with vascular dementia.   Her 
mother dedicated herself to ensuring that John was 
able to remain at home and enjoy life as much as 
possible.   Lessons learnt inspired their daughter, 
our speaker, Alison to set up No Place Like Home. 

Alzheimer’s is the most common cause of demen-
tia, affecting around 500,000 people in the UK.   
Symptoms of dementia usually include the gradual 
loss of memory and communication skills and a 
decline in the ability to think and reason clearly.   
The term dementia is used if the symptoms are  
severe enough to have an effect on a persons    
ability to carry out ordinary daily activities – which 
we may take for granted.  

Last week I watched (as many others surely did) 
Chris’s Story (BBC1) which chartered 18 months of 
the experiences of 55 year old Chris Roberts and 
his family.  The programme would have left the 
viewer wrestling with some important, non-political 
questions that only we can answer – will we find 
the courage if and when our time comes?  The Rob-
erts family set a very high example of love and care 
whilst facing the anxiety that dementia brings to a 
family.   Should we be demanding our governments 
to intervene with more help towards this devastat-
ing condition ?  -  Yes we should ! 

Thank you Alison for sharing your experiences and 
raising our awareness to Alzheimer’s and other  
dementia conditions.  Maureen Mannering 

Stockbury WI 9th June 2016. 

STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
 
 Summer is in the air … OK ! OK ! …. I admit I’m     
being a little optimistic !  Looking out my window at 
the moment it’s more like April with the heavy down-
pours, than June, but I can but hope! 
 The summer months can only mean one thing 
to us at bus HQ (apart from my annual summer 
driver dilemmas that is !) and that is the return of the 
much loved Summer Day Trips.  As has become   
customary, we kick off this year with the very popular 
Whitstable Oyster Festival, which is a favorite with 
you all and always requested as a place to go.  The 
date for your diary this year is Wednesday 27th July. 
 We’ll be leaving Stockbury Village Hall at 
9.30am and intend returning at around 3 o’clock.  
For those of you that are unable to get to the hall, we 
will collect you from a pre-arranged point and   return 
you there on our way home to the village. 
 The return fare will be £5 and for those with      
National Bus Passes, your pass will be valid for the 
journey. 
 Our second trip will be on Wednesday 7th  
September to the very beautiful Hever Castle & Gar-
dens, the childhood home of Anne Boleyn.  The     
entrance to the castle and gardens is £14.40 for 
seniors and £16.50 for those under 60 years of age 
or you can just wander the magnificent gardens for a 
reduced entrance of £12.40 for seniors and £13.90 
for those under 60.  Entrance for a child is different 
again so please ask me if you would like further    
details, I’ll be happy to help. 
 If you are not a National Bus Pass holder, the 
bus fare will be £8 return. 
 If you would like to join us on either or both of 
these trips, please ring me on 07551 454 702 to 
reserve your seat.  Our new all singing and dancing 
bus is wheelchair accessible and has aircon too !  
Please let me know when booking if you will be need-
ing the wheelchair access. 
 
 Our usual terms and conditions apply. 
 
 I look forward to hearing from you.                  Fiona  

 

 

Come and see it for yourself !  

On Sunday June 26th our new village sign was unveiled by it’s designer Mr. John Cockett. 
A number of villagers and friends turned out to witness the event and were pleased to see 
the silhouette of our church, which changes depending from whichever angle you view it. It 
was partially funded by the cultural fund, monies raised from the history book sales. 
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CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS   It’s never too late...to advertise in 
the Stockbury Observer 

Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable and have 
remained unchanged for the fifth, consecutive year: 

 £85 for a half page    £55 for a quarter page                    
Our advertising year started in June and new adverts for less 
than 12 months duration will be charged on a pro-rata basis and 
prices on application for ads smaller than a quarter page.  If you 
would like to take out an ad for the remainder of our 
advertising year, please email -stockburyobserver@gmail.com to 
express your intent.  The editor will confirm receipt and an 
invoice will be sent along with details of how to pay. 

If you are a new customer please also attach your ad, preferably 
in MS Word, Powerpoint or Publisher.  Please bear in mind 
when designing your ad that large solid blocks of colour may not 
look so good in black and white on the paper version, despite 
looking great on our web version. 

 The Observer is delivered to every household in this parish 
plus there is our internet presence, so this is a great 
opportunity to promote your business 

Community Bus  

Weekly Schedule 

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 

Pick ups from 9.30 am close to where you live 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat 

Sponsored by 

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Cricket Club—Tom Bulbrook 07780 440526 
                                                   th.bul2@yahoo.com  
Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene  
Revd Liz Cox 01795 435184 

elizabeth.cox448@btinternet.com 
Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 
Dancing Club—               Brian Crisp 01634 231886  

Dog Club— Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 
Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  
Including bulky items 01622 602162 
Gardeners—Lex Sargent 01795 842741 

stockburygardeners@live.com 
Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 
Hall Bookings—Sue Porter 01795 843715 
Maidstone BC Councillor – Patrik Garten 
   01622 807907 
                                    patrikgarten@maidstone.gov.uk   
MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 
Neighbourhood Watch— 
Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 01795 844077 
Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842 691 
Kent Messenger correspondent                             
Claire Adams 01795 841140 
foxgloveadams@aol.com 
Parish Council  - Sherrie Babington 01634 867173 
Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 
Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 
timharnold@btinternet.com 
Stockbury Observer Editor  07944811668 

Brendan Ferrill—Stockburyobserver@gmail.com 
WI Brenda Mace                                   01622 884 746        
 
Police – Emergency only 999 
Non-emergency 101 
& ALL General enquiries 
 
Police Community Support Officer for Stockbury 
PCSO Ryan Waring                               07969584213 
5872@kent.pnn.police.uk  
PCSO Dave Rolley                                 07772226097 
59079@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers (confidential) 0800 555111 
  

Public Footpaths & bridleway (problems with) 
westprow@kent.gov.uk  03000 41 71 71 
Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 03000 41 81 81  
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem  
RSPCA 0300 1234999 
Short Mat Bowls—Tony Russell 01795 842738  
or Angela Russell 01795 842738  
South East Water emergency             0333 000 0365 
South East Water Leak line                0333 000 3330 
Potholes 

 www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes  

The minutes for our parish council meeting will be  ap-
proved at the following meeting and will then be published 
on www.stockbury.org.uk within 5 days of the meeting at 

which they were approved 

CRIME REPORT 

 INFORMATION 
There have been an increasing trend of people approaching 
properties and gathering information shortly before an of-
fence takes place. The person will usually make an excuse for 
being on/approaching the property, when they are actually 
looking around the property, possibly looking to return later. 
An example recently was when a person approached a prop-
erty asking if any logs were for sale, having no reason to do 
this. The next day, a quad bike was stolen from the property. 
 
IF VEHICLES ARE SEEN                                                                     
PLEASE REPORT THE  REGISTRATION NUMBERS 

 PCSOs Ryan Waring & Dave Rowley 



                                                


