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Welcome to the web version of 

this post Diamond Jubilee and 

pre Olympics edition in as 

much as there’s a lot in this issue on the Jubilee and 

nothing about the Olympics!  There are so many photos 

from that weekend—check out the back pages to see 

Stockbury celebrating the Jubilee weekend. 

 I’m sure the Olympics will give us many exciting 

hours of viewing on TV and for those lucky enough to 

get tickets I hope you have a great Games. 

 On the subject of sport, our cricket team is doing well 

this season in the League with a couple of really exciting 

wins under their belts.  A much more entertaining option 

to watching the England football team? 

 

This month also brings: 

Regulars: St Mary Magdelene and South Green Service 

dates; Gardeners; Book Club; W.I.; Poet’s Corner; 

Puzzle Corner 

Reports from: Draw Results; Ladies night; Diamond 

Jubilee weekend; Jenny Whittle, County Councillor; Big 

Bangs in Stockbury; Cricket; Jubilee Oak Tree appeal 

Features: Mid-Kent Downs Bulletin; Letters 

Notices & Dates: Church Fun quiz, Path clearing; 

Mobile Library, Stockbury Cricket fixtures (July-Aug) 

& Coaching dates; Community Bus schedule; Notes 

from the Parish Council (June); Cricket Trivia Quiz 

(July); Stockbury Art Gallery (advance notice, Nov.) 

Sue Gardner 

Big Bangs 

By John Cockett 

 

Stockbury has had an interesting year 

Unusual things have been occurring here! 

A lady in her garden had slopped her lemonade 

The day the army bomb squad blew up a hand 

grenade 

After it had been found inside a garden shed 

By an unknown person who we shall just call “Fred”! 

The picnic, bonfire and fireworks celebration 

Joined the spirit of Jubilee across the nation. 

July 2012—Editor’s notes Diary for July 

All events at the Memorial Hall unless otherwise shown 

Tue 3rd Not So Young Club 7.30 pm 

Wed 4th Quiz in The Harrow 9-11 pm 

Thu 5th Gardeners 8 pm 

Fri 6th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Wed 11th WI 7.30 pm 

  Quiz in The Harrow 9-11 pm 

Fri 13th Dancing Club 8 pm 

Tue 17th Not So Young Club  7.30 pm 

Wed 18th Parish Council  

  in South Green Hall 7.30 pm 

  Quiz in The Harrow 9-11pm 

Fri 20th  Dancing Club 8 pm 

Wed 25th  Quiz in The Harrow 9-11 pm 

Fri 27th  Dancing Club 8 pm 

Sat 28th  Cricket Club Quiz 7.30 pm 

Mon 30th  Boughton Monchelsea  

  Nursery 10 am-1 pm 

 

 

 
 

The services will be held in Hartlip 
church until further notice.  
 
The services for July are as follows:- 
  
1 July -   6.0pm; Sung Communion  
8 July –  6.0pm; Evensong 
15 July – 6.0pm; Sung Communion 
22 July –  6.0pm; Evensong; Feast of Mary Magdalene, our 
Patron Saint.  
29 July – 10.30am; joint benefice service at Newington 
church. 
 
There are a range of services held within the six parish 
cluster to which Stockbury belongs. Details can be found on 
the parishes' website – www.thesix.org.uk. or contact The 
Revd Liz Cox. 
 
For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact The 
Revd Elizabeth Cox - tel. 01795 - 844241 

 Penny Stevens 

 PCC secretary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church Stockbury 

Services at South Green Church 
You are most welcome to join us at our 10 am Sunday 
service on 1

st
, 8

th
, 15

th
 and 22

nd
 July.  On 29

th
 we shall be 

joining our friends at the Sittingbourne church for a service 
with Holy Communion. 
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Stockbury WI  
Our meeting in June was really 

interesting we got to try on lots of 

different hats that Terese Hesldine had 

brought from her shop in Faversham. 

 We all had fun finding out 

which hats suit certain people and which ones definately do 

not! Terese brought a long such a wide selection that there 

was something for everyone. If anyone gets a chance please 

do go along to her shop she is not far from the Sun Public 

House. 

 We had our delegate who represented us at the WI’s 

AGM at the Royal Albert Hall. She gave us a lovely report 

on what had happened. The resolution on the need for more 

midwives was carried and they all participated in a world 

record by having the most people to do some knitting in one 

place. They won’t know for some time yet if they have 

broken the record but let’s hope they have. She also went to 

see some of the Strictly Come Dancing stars as they 

performed a 15 minute slot to promote their tour. I bet that 

was really good.  

 We attended the Parish Council Annual Meeting on the 

14th June where we had our display board up for all the 

villagers to come along to see, to give people an idea of what 

we do. We also had some home-made cakes for people to 

sample. 

 Mr G Jones will be talking at our July meeting about 

Military Medals.  We are all going to be digging around in 

the lofts to see if we have any interesting medals for him to 

look at. 

 On the 12th July we will be going to our link WI in 

Westwell for a talk on Chocolutions which for us 

chocoholics will be heaven. 

 We will not be having our usual meeting in August as we 

will be going out for our Birthday Meal which we are all 

looking forward at the Harrow Public House. 

Judith Sanford 

Wot?  No Oil? 

by Sue Gardner 

I booked onto Ladies night at Tomsett Kent on 13th June 

with slight trepidation.  Despite trying to be an independent 

woman, what makes a car function is as alien to me as, 

well, an alien! I therefore freely admit that although I am 

never going to be a petrol-head, spending an evening 

talking to mechanics about cars may, just may help me 

identify a few bits and pieces that live under my car’s 

bonnet. Who knows, it might also save me getting stranded 

on the A249 causing rush-hour chaos as happened to some 

poor woman that very evening. 

 Dave Tomsett and his team were taking a huge risk 

inviting Stockbury ladies along as they didn’t know how 

much we already knew, though they may have had a rough 

guess!  As anyone taking the driving test these days knows 

you have to know basic car stuff.  However, folk like me 

who got their licence a while ago might get more interest 

out of counting sheep than wondering what proportion of 

water goes with what proportion of coolant.  Having said 

that, I already knew how to fill up my washer bottle and 

can amazingly check my tyre pressures.  Other than that, I 

don’t do anything else to my car other than fill up with fuel 

and drive it. Checking my fluid levels usually means I 

probably need to go home after an evening at the pub! 

 Coming straight from work, snacks and drinks were a 

welcome sight, although of course I didn’t attend this 

session for them.  However, I wasn’t sure I should be 

partaking in a complimentary glass of wine but I couldn’t 

resist!  Just the one, of course!  Besides, if I was to 

demonstrate my expected new-found skills of how to 

change a wheel, I needed all my wits about me! 

 It was quite refreshing to see some men attending.  

Obviously, they felt they needed help too!  It gave me 

hope!  We split into 

small groups led by 

one mechanic who 

demonstrated how to 

change a wheel, 

showed us where 

things should be filled 

up and why and what 

they were for.  They 

then let us loose on 

one of our own cars to 

practice what we’d 

learned. 

 As I was off to France in a few days, it was a chance to 

get my car checked over, so I started with the oil, or should 

I say I started with no oil.  There was not one drop of oil 

registering on my new-found dipstick!  The mechanic was 

horrified!  I was mortified!  I couldn’t believe I’d been 

driving around with no oil!  Despite having my car serviced 

8 months ago, I just assumed my oil would last from one 

service to the next.  “You should check it every week”, he 

said.  Really?  EVERY week?  Well, I will now, along with 

all the other things that need filling, such as coolant, brake 

fluid and washer fluid (which I had only been filling up 

when the warning light comes on!) 

 But there was worse to come.  “To change your wheel, 

you need to get out the spare one”.  “Oh, it’s in the boot,” I 

said, confidently.  The mechanic was bemused as I turned 

and turned the screw in vain as I tried to release the wheel 

from its housing.  How was I supposed to know that big 

screw releases the spare wheel which sits on a shelf 

underneath the car!  I had found the jack a few days ago by 

accident, but because I’d NEVER removed it from its 

housing I needed a strong pair of hands to help undo the 

bolt.  After that, changing the wheel was surprisingly easy.  

Exhausting, but easy, once I knew how!  By the time I’d 

changed it, taken it back off, returned it to its shelf under the 

car and replaced the original, I just wanted to go home and 

lie down in a darkened room with another glass of wine! 

 I would highly recommend that if Dave puts on any more 

of these sessions, which he says he might if there’s enough 

interest, whether you are female or male it’s well worth 

going to if you don’t know much about cars.  You might 

even receive a Ladies Night pack including information 

about your car and a certificate to say you have attended the 

course, a discount voucher for your next visit to the garage 

and a car-washing kit.  Now, washing cars I can do but I 

might wait until I return from France in my oil-replenished 

vehicle! 
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July Crossword 

Solution on page 12 

To contact the editor: Email: 
stockburyobserver@googlemail.com  
 

All stories, notices, letters, recipes, articles and pictures 

welcome. 

 All contributions must have a genuine name and contact 

details otherwise the article will not be considered for 

publication. 

 Please try to write your article as concisely as possible.  The 

Editor may have to change your layout etc. in order 

to fit the space onto the pages. 

 Deadline third Friday of the month, sooner if 

possible please.   

 All emails will be acknowledged. 

Views expressed by contributors are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Editor or Parish Council.  However, the 

Editor reserves the right to publish, shorten articles/letters or 

reduce the size of notices. 

 

mailto:stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
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Save Stockbury Church Fund  -  

Monthly Draw—Winning Tickets 
 

Held at MB Farms, Stockbury on Saturday 9th June 2012 

 

The winners were  

1st prize Sheila Toni Swansea, Wales 

2nd prize Robin Brown Stockbury 

3rd prize Sue Finnis Stockbury 

4th prize George & Janet Croucher Powys, Wales 

 

The next draw will be held at 12 noon at M B Farm shop on 

14th July.  The first prize in September will be £50 and £100 

in December. 

 

Prizes  £30  £20  £15 

 

Draw tickets now cost £6— one payment to cover each 

monthly draw up to December 2012 

 

The estimated repair bill to the 

church is substantial.  If you do 

not wish to enter the draws, or 

even if you do, any donations to 

the church funds would be very 

much appreciated.  If you are a tax 

payer we can claim gift aid relief from the Inland Revenue of 

one quarter the amount you have donated in addition to your 

own donation.  So a donation from you of £10 would give us 

a total receipt of £12.50 and a donation from you of £50 

would give us a total receipt of £62.50.  

 If you are interested please write to me at Beaux Aires 

Cottage, Yelsted Road, Stockbury, Sittingbourne, Kent  ME9 

7QY or ring me on 01622 737392.  

 Thank you for your interest in this new draw and for your 

support.  

David Williams 

Treasurer, Stockbury PCC & Save Stockbury Church Fund 

 

July Sudoku (moderate) 

Saturday Freighter Service 

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

At the time of going to print no date is 

available for the next freighter service 

 

Http:/www.maidstone.gov.uk/

environment_and_planning/recycling,_rubbish_and_waste/

Saturday_freighter_service.aspx 

 

 South Green Residents Association NOTICE of MEETINGS for 2012 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

South Green Residents Association (SGRA) conserves and protects South Green on behalf of its residents and the local 

environment. 

 SGRA meets three times every year in April, August and December, at South Green’s Methodist Church Hall and apart 

from providing our small community with an opportunity for a catch up with neighbours over tea or coffee, it gives members 

a chance to discuss any local matters, which are considered important to South Green’s residents. 

 If you are a permanent resident of the Stockbury hamlet of South Green, SGRA would like to invite you to join our 

friendly association, which meets on the first Thursday of April, August and December.   2012 meeting dates are as follows: 

 Thursday 2nd August 2012 from 1930 hrs 

 Thursday 6th December 2012 from 1930 hrs 

 

Annual membership costs just £3 per person/per year.  Please feel free to contact the 

association’s Chairman for more information: cpadams@live.co.uk  

 

Chris Adams -Chairman, South Green Residents Association 

 Follow us on Twitter @southgreen1 

 

 

 Email: southgreen@live.com 

Solution on page 12 

Help Wanted 
This year vegetation has grown very 
rapidly and parts of some public 
footpaths (rights of way) in our parish 
have become seriously overgrown. 
 

If you have a petrol strimmer, a brush-cutter 
or a hedge trimmer and an hour or so to 
spare please ring me on 01795 842978.  I 
shall be most grateful for your help. 

Jim Davey 

mailto:cpadams@live.co.uk
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Jubilee Oak Planting, 

Monday, 4th June 
by Ann Rich 

How many people does it take to 

plant an oak tree? 

Answer?...Quite a few. These 

three gentlemen started it off,  

(doing the hard digging, Chris 

Spree) and there followed various 

‘consultations’ with other 

members of the community as to 

the best way to support said 

sapling.  Eventually the tree proved to be secure and upright 

and it was left to Mrs. Jenny Whittle, County Councillor for 

Maidstone Rural East, to complete the ceremonial planting at 

the 4.00 p.m. ceremony, in front of a large gathering of local 

people. Everyone was delighted when, after a short speech, 

she invited the small children present there to help her finish 

the task. 

 In years to come it is to be hoped that this noble tree will 

spread its branches 

for future generations 

to shelter under and 

where maybe they 

will contemplate the 

special date we all 

celebrated on the day 

of its planting. 

(More photos of the 

weekend on the back 

pages) 

2012 DIAMOND JUBILEE WEEKEND 

CELEBRATIONS 

Jubilee Ball, Saturday 2nd June 

by Sue Gardner 

The theme could only be “Red, White & Blue”, the dress 

code was “Dress to Impress”. As with all previous such 

parties, the tables were decorated with enthusiasm and 

originality.  I had to restrain my Australian guest from 

“borrowing” an item from a neighbouring table in order to 

enhance our own.  I reminded her how Australia’s modern 

population started and she needed to know that this kind of 

behaviour in Stockbury was just not cricket! 

 The weather was kind enough to give guests the chance 

to show off their gowns in daylight on the Green and be 

served sparkling wine and canapés.  Stiletto heels quickly 

sank into the rain-soaked turf and several ladies unused to 

wearing such fancy shoes hoisted up long skirts and stepped 

delicately over the chain links onto the safety of the tarmac. 

 When the weather turned a little inclement, we retreated 

to a bunting-draped village hall where we toasted our 

Queen.  The food was as delicious as always: Coronation 

chicken, cold beef and ham, salmon, 10 different salads 

followed by summer pudding, pavlova, pecan pie, white 

chocolate and ginger mousse, crème brulee, cheesecake and 

key lime pie.  (I’m getting hungry just reminiscing!) 

 The music was provided by the Chillbillies, a 4-piece 

rhythm band who put their own twist on covers with an 

eclectic mix of classic tunes and high energy vocals, 

featuring their self-acclaimed infamous 'Raging Horns'.  

They were able to entice many of us up onto the dance floor 

including young Ethan Wynne who entertained us with a 

few lively dances with his grandmother, Sue Porter.  The 

band were also the judges for the best-dressed table and 

wearer of the most colourful attire.  They assured me no 

bribes were received and awarded first prize to “I’m-not-

bothered-about-winning” Ann Rich and her table the second 

time in a row, and Dave Adaway as the most colourfully 

dressed person with his Union Jack shirt.  Of course, it 

really isn’t about the winning but the taking part (I lied) 

though it must have been a difficult task trying to pick one 

winner from such high standards. 

 The Heads and Tails competition had a nail-biting finish 

and the two finalists fought it out, both choosing the same 

outcome—obviously they had to be different in the head to 

head.  Eventually, Steve Sargent was a true gentleman and 

Jubilee Picnic, 

Beacon and 

Fireworks 
by Sue Gardner 

As if by magic, during 

the day gazebos and 

tents mushroomed 

onto the playing fields 

(the new venue for the 

picnic due to the cherry orchard being too wet).  Friends and 

families hunkered down to shelter from the June chill and 

rain to celebrate as a community in such a way that 

communities celebrate with Royal street-parties.  Barbecues 

sizzled and braziers brazed to help warm us up and then it 

was time to make our way to the orchard for Stockbury to 

become one of over 4200 others in the Beacon celebration.  

Our bonfire beacon was huge and there were no complaints 

on it not keeping us warm and yet another magnificent 

fireworks display did not disappoint enthusiastically 

managed by Dave Tomsett and John Goldfinch doing a 

fabulous job being in charge of the pyrotechnics.  A joyous 

end to a memorable Royal Diamond Jubilee weekend.  

Thanks to all who helped make it so. 

The winning table! 

let Nicky Pendry keep her choice.  As a result, she won but 

she magnanimously shared the winnings with her gallant 

opponent.  A nice gesture.  Over £600 was raised for the 

Village Hall funds.  The ball ended at midnight and we all 

had to run the gauntlet of torrential rain to try and avoid 

soaked frocks and shoes, mostly to no avail!  
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You get more  
with the Stockbury Observer on-line!   

See us in colour ! 

www.stockbury.org.uk 

The Harrow Pub 
 

Fish & Chips Night 

From £7.95 

(every 1st Friday of the month) 

7th July 

AND 

Curry Night—20th July  

(limited non-curry option available) 
 

From 6 pm—9 pm bookings taken 

================== 

Sunday Roast 

£7.95—1 course 

£9.50—2 courses 

£12.50—3 courses 

From 12—3 pm 

================== 

Lunches and Evening Meals also served  

Tuesdays—Sundays 

Phone 01795 842546 

LETTERS PAGE 
 

Dear Editor 

 On behalf of everyone in the village I would just like to 

say how magnificent the flower tubs outside the village hall 

are looking and to say thank you very much to Chris and Di 

Spree for providing the plants and putting them into the 

tubs.  
Name & Address provided to the Editor 

 

Dear Editor, 

 My mother and sister are residents at Barty House 

Nursing Home, Bearsted.  I would like to start a choir with 

those who like to have a sing-along.  If anyone would like to 

come along and join in they would be most welcome—we 

usually sing the last Tuesday of the month. 

 Also, if you have any sing-along sheet music with words 

that you would like to donate to us I would be grateful. 

 Please contact me for further details. 

 Many thanks. 

Ann Ballard 

5 Bimbury Lane 

01622 736331 

Can You Help? 

Following the addition of the Parish Councils e-mail address 

onto our village web site we have received communications 

from a lady in Tyne & Wear who while clearing her 

mother’s effects came across some postcards of Stockbury. 

 It seems that her mother boarded in Stockbury while 

attending teacher training college in London around the 

1930s.  Below is an extract from the ladies letter.  Copies of 

the postcards are available on the web site or for viewing at 

Tomsett Kent MOT, Church Farm Stockbury. 

 Anyone who can help this lady with information should 

contact Dave Tomsett 07798633636 for her contact details. 

 

“I have 4 postcards of Stockbury from 1932-5, entitled: 

The Dormie House, Hill Farm, Stockbury, The 

Cottage, Hill Farm, Stockbury, Stockbury (photo of 1/2 

timbered house), The Bungalow, South Street, 

Stockbury. 

 My late mother stayed there when doing a teacher 

training course at Gypsy Hill College, London. 

 You mention that your family have lived in the area 

for a long time and might have known my mother. The 

writing on the back of the postcards suggests that she 

made 2 visits with her friends. ”Freda”(Collins) was a 

lifelong friend who she definitely met at collage and as 

mum was born in 1914 the date must have been I 

suppose 1932 or soon after.  Mum’s name was Lilian 

Greenwood. Her brother Ernest Greenwood lived near 

Broad Street and was an artist who held exhibitions in 

several places – not sure where.  My father came from 

Stockton on Tees so mum moved north when she 

married. 

 It would be amazing if any of this info rings any 

bells. No doubt Stockbury will have changed greatly 

over the years but it would be interesting to know 

whether any of these buildings are still standing.  

(Copies of these postcards will be scanned to be shortly 

available on www.stockbury.org.uk or please contact Dave 

Tomsett: Ed) 
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Stockbury Parish Council 

Notes from the meeting of 20th June 2012. 

Full unsigned minutes will be published in 

the near future 
 

20MPH Speed limit in the Village 

The Petition of this has been submitted to KCC and will 

then go before a meeting of the Joint Transportation Board 

held by MBC and KCC. 

 

Parish Clerk Vacancy 

The Parish Council appointed a Committee to deal with this 

vacancy. Interviews will take place on 27th June 2012. 

 

Code of Conduct 

A new Code of Conduct for the Parish Council will be 

considered and adopted at the next meeting. 

 

Police Report 

PCSO Siobhan DE BURCA reported that there had bee a 

total of 16 crimes reported in May for the North Downs 

area. 

 

Highways Matters 

Flooding Plum Tree Lane - Councillor Cathcart reported 

that a meeting had taken place with Kent highways 

regarding the flooding at Plum Tree Lane, and this would be 

dealt with by them in due course. 

Bull Lane – Concerns were raised with regards to the poor 

road surface in this area. KCC Councillor Jenny Whittle 

stated that she would report this to KCC. 

Verges to the entrances of Stockbury – It was noted that 

these were in need of cutting back. KCC Councillor Jenny 

Whittle stated that she would report these to Kent 

Highways. 

 

Planning Matters 

The Planning application to vary the conditions at Fourayes 

was considered by the Parish Council. 

Councillor Adams declared a Prejudicial Interest in this 

matter and left the meeting to allow this to be considered. 

Members heard the concerns of local residents and 

considered this matter. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Parish Council would object to this application. 

 Members agreed that Fourayes should be an agenda item 

at the next meeting being held at South Green and residents 

and representatives from Fourayes should be invited to 

attend. 

 

Unsociable Activities on the A249 

The Parish Council held a meeting with MBC, KCC and the 

police to discuss this ongoing problem and steps are going 

to be taken to try to resolve these problems. 

 

Parish Website and parish Council Policies 

The Parish Council agreed that the website and Parish 

Council Policies would be reviewed in the near future. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Stockbury Parish Council will be held 

on Wednesday 18th July at 7.30pm at South Green. 

CITIZENS ADVICE 

MAIDSTONE 

Working with the Community 
in Maidstone Borough  

Would you like to help people solve 
their problems? 
Are you able to do voluntary work at 
evenings and/or weekends? 
If the answer is yes find out more... 

Maidstone Citizens Advice Bureau  
 Helps people deal with problems associated 

with debt, benefits, housing, employment, 

relationship breakdown and more. 
 Works with those in greatest need. 

 Provides opportunities for volunteering and 
helps people back into work through 
training and work experience. 

 Works to prevent problems happening in 
the first place, by providing money 
management training and support. 

 Supports the local economy. 
 Tackles social exclusion. 

 Promotes community cohesion. 
 Values Diversity promotes Equality and 

challenges Discrimination. 

We wish to develop our work within the 
community and make our services available to all 
who need us. 

Our clients’ problems are often complex and multi 
layered. Our advisers provide information and 
advice to clients, and carry out casework and can 
also represent them if required. 
 

We are impartial, independent 
free and confidential 

Join our team of motivated and dedicated 
volunteer advisers and help us deliver our service 
to those who are unable to come to us during 
weekdays and office hours. We will provide all the 
training you need for you to help others. 
 

To find out more about us and 

volunteering with Maidstone CAB 
contact: 

Maurice Burlem, Guidance Tutor 01622 

750770 training@maidstonecab.org.uk    
2 Bower Terrace, Tonbridge Road, Maidstone, 

ME16 8RY 

mailto:training@maidstonecab.org.uk
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LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL 

DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE, OIL AND 

SLUDGE REMOVAL,  

CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

Report from County Councillor:  

Jenny Whittle 
 

Anti-social behaviour on the A249 
I attended June's Parish Council meeting when frustration 

was expressed about the perceived lack of action to tackle 

anti-social behaviour by the Aerodrome Estate and the 

surrounding area.  The landowner of the Estate has 

apparently been thwarted by Maidstone's planners to erect 

signage to deter those participating in these activities and I 

am now on the case to resolve this. 

 

Kent Jobs for Kent's Young People 
Is your son or daughter or grandchild out of work and 

looking for an apprenticeship?  Or are you an employer who 

would like advice and financial support to provide 

apprenticeships in your business? 

 Kent County Council wants to double the number of 

apprentices in Kent and will offer grants to local employers 

to provide apprenticeships that could cost as little as £60 per 

week - or £100 without a grant.  KCC will take care of all 

the paperwork, leaving the process quick and simple. 

 We have put aside £2m to establish the Kent Jobs for 

Kent Young People Fund to help local employers to take on 

more young people as apprentices.  Your business may be 

eligible to access grants of £2,000 to take on an apprentice. 

This grant will be available if your business meets our 

criteria and will in most cases combine with other national 

grants. This means in some cases you could receive as much 

as £4,275. 

 To be able to receive the grant, businesses must: 

be based in Kent have less than 250 employees (applies to 

units/departments in public sector and does not apply to 

social enterprises) have not taken on an apprentice for the 

last 2 years (This criteria does not apply if the candidate is 

9+ months unemployed). 

 Apprenticeships enable you to ‘grow your own’ skilled 

employees, which ensures that your staff have the relevant 

knowledge and skills your organisation needs. This in turn 

reduces skills gaps, improves staff retention and reduces 

training and recruitment costs. Your employees gain 

valuable qualifications that will help them progress in their 

chosen careers – and you reap the rewards of having loyal, 

confident staff that can help steer the future success of your 

organisation. 

 If you would like to pursue this please call KCC on  

0800 101 8224 or email KEP@kent.gov.uk to arrange a 

meeting with an experienced advisor.  Your apprenticeship 

advisor will explain everything you need to know from 

contracts and wage information, to how to access funding 

and will answer any questions you may have.  KCC will 

guide you through the simple recruitment process, from 

advertising your vacancy to interviewing suitable 

candidates, ensuring you get the right apprentice for your 

business. 

 And for young people thinking of applying for an 

apprenticeship, there are more than 100 types of 

apprenticeships available across 60 industry sectors. These 

include apprenticeships in engineering, business 

administration, horticulture, plumbing, retail and catering. 

 

KCC Budget Savings 
More than £40million has been taken out of Kent County 

Council’s staffing budget in the past year – a significant 

chunk of the £195million that will be saved in 2011/12 and 

2012/13.  Restructuring the senior management of the 

council, which provides more than 300 services for Kent’s 

1.4million residents, has saved £1million alone. Without 

staff reductions of 1,500 posts, council tax, which has been 

frozen for the past two years, would have had to rise by 

8%. Between 2011 and 2014, the county council will make 

savings of £340million. 

 

Kent County Show, 13-15 July 2012  
I will be attending the Kent County Show on 13 July when 

I will be involved in launching a new website and 

campaign  dedicated to recruiting Kent residents to foster 

children in care in Kent.  If you have thought about 

fostering and would like to know more, it would be lovely 

to see you on the day - or you can go on line after the 

launch of the website!  I have met foster carers locally who 

do a fantastic job to support Kent's most vulnerable 

children - we just need more of you! 

 

If you need my help or advice, please don't hesitate to get 

in touch on Tel: 734897 or jenny.whittle@kent.gov.uk 

Village Hall – New Piano 
 

The village hall committee would like to thank the 

family of Eileen Buxton for the very kind gift of 

Eileen’s piano which is now on the stage in the hall. If 

anyone in the parish would like to use the piano for 

practice or recreation, please feel free to contact one of 

the committee members and we would be happy to 

arrange for you to do so. 
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This is often one of the hottest months of the year and a great time to sit out and enjoy your garden. 

Keep plants looking good by regularly dead-heading, and you'll enjoy a longer display of blooms. 

Make sure you keep new plants well watered and hoe off weeds, which thrive in the sunshine. 

Top10 gardening jobs this month 
1. Check...clematis for signs of clematis wilt 

2. Place...conservatory plants outside now that it is warm 

3. Water tubs...and new plants if dry, but be water-wise 

4. Deadhead...bedding plants and repeat-flowering perennials, to ensure continuous flowering 

5. Pick...courgettes before they become marrows 

6. Treat...apple scab 

7. Clear...algae, blanket weeds and debris from ponds, and keep them topped up 

8. Order...catalogues for next year’s spring-flowering bulbs 

9. Give the...lawn a quick-acting summer feed, especially if a spring feed was not done 

10. Give...woodwork a lick of paint or preserver, while the weather is dry Judith Sanford: Secretary 

Hello from the  

Stockbury Cottage Gardeners 
 

Our outing in June was cancelled due to the bad 

weather so we ended up having a social evening 

in the hall with a quiz.  I think most of us found it quite 

challenging the hall with everyone deep in thought.  I 

everyone enjoyed themselves.  

 On the 14thJune I attended the Parish Council Open 

Evening where I displayed some of our photos through the 

years. We also displayed the RHS Magazines/National 

Vegetable Magazines and a few schedules so that people 

could see what we get up to in the year. 

 Our meeting on the5th July will be a Floral Art 

Workshop with Zara Evens.  If anyone would like to come 

along and have a go here is a list of what to bring:- 

 Please remember this is a WORKSHOP, not a 

competition so the colour and type of flowers are not 

paramount. You may wish to buy your flowers if you wish 

but it is NOT required. I will also be bringing with me some 

containers and suitable saucers with oasis to be purchased, 

including some accessories, cane, test-tubes etc.  We will be 

working with flowers in the Olympic colours, - blues, reds, 

yellows, and greens. 

Your workbox should contain scissors/secateurs/knife, pot 

tape, binding wires, decorative wires, string, CAMERA 

If you need more information on any of the three designs to 

be created on the night, please contact me.  

 On the 2ndAugust we will be in the Harrow Public 

House trying to play Pétanque for a fun evening.  Hopefully 

the weather will be kind to us on the night. 

 Our Summer Show is on the 18th August.  Doors open 

at 2pm and we will have our usual Plant stall. Also, 

refreshments and a raffle.  Please come along and we would 

love you to come and see all the hard work our members will 

have put in to exhibiting their produce etc.  

STOCKBURY BOOK CLUB 
 

This month, Stockbury book club read and 

discussed Hotel On The Corner Of Bitter 

And Sweet by Jamie Ford. 

 This book met with mixed reactions, which is common in 

our book club and adds interest to our discussions.  What is a 

fabulous read for one person, might not grip another.  

However, the book club encourages us all to read books 

which we might not otherwise pick up and broadens our 

outlook. 

 Some members didn't enjoy the writing style and some 

found the book to be bland and were 'waiting for something 

to happen', while others found it a poignant and refreshing 

story of love and relationships, set against a backdrop of 

traditional Japanese culture in modern America.  We gave 

this book marks out of ten ranging from five to nine and a 

half! So, a very mixed response to this one! 

 Our poetry reading was by Brenda Bingham who read The 

Way Through The Woods by Rudyard Kipling. This was read 

beautifully and I realised that I really enjoy poetry when it is 

read to me, instead of reading it to myself!   

 Next month we will be having our summer BBQ meeting 

where we will discuss our next book.  Fingers crossed for 

good weather, although rain probably won't dampen our 

ardour for reading! Denise Summer 

DON’T FORGET ! 

Stockbury Art Gallery 

All you budding artists out there … less than 5 

months to go before we hold an exhibition and sale 

in the Village Hall, of all your original art work. 

 

Sunday, November 18th 2012 
 

If you still haven’t contacted me for a place that 

day ring me! 

Ann  on  07718 07 08 07 

Diamond Jubilee Oak Tree 

 
Thank you to those who have contributed to 

the plaque and guarding for the tree. We do 
need more funds and if you would like to 

contribute, please contact  
Chris Porter 01795 843715 or  

Dave Tomsett 01795 841007 (Day) 
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Local Electrician 
 

All types of domestic electrical 

work 

undertaken to a high standard. 

No job too small. 

Part P BS7671 NICEIC 

registered. 

Free Estimates 
 

Call - Graham Seymour 

Tel:01622 884288 

Mobile:07522 666116 
 

 
STOCKBURY CRICKET CLUB 

in association with Hartlip CC 
Cricket Coaching 

When: Every Wednesday 

from 27th June 

6.00 – 7.30pm 

Where: Stockbury cricket ground 

 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 Match Report 

 on Sunday 10th June 

 by Dan Bulbrook 
 

Stockbury faced New Ifield in their second league game of 

the season on a cold and drizzly afternoon in June. 

Stockbury won the toss and decided to bowl first, but New 

Ifield put on a large opening partnership to frustrate the 

home side. It looked as though a big total was on the cards, 

before captain Tom Bulbrook (5-15) continued his excellent 

form with the ball and took 5 wickets in quick succession to 

leave New Ifield reeling at 104-6, who eventually dragged 

themselves to a decent total of 150 all out. 

 The rain then began to get harder during tea and 

prevented play for an hour or so, resulting in the two teams 

calculating a target of 114 from 30 overs based on run rate, 

for Stockbury to win the game. Stockbury always kept up 

with the run rate, in an innings based on Hal Pearson’s 40 

runs, but the pace of scoring was perhaps too steady as it set 

up a tense finale! Contributions from Joe Martin (15) and 

Nick Emery (18*) meant that Stockbury needed 5 runs to 

win from the final over, and after Nick edged a boundary 

and ran through for a single, Stockbury had their 2nd KVCL 

league win in 2 games. 

STOCKBURY Cricket Club  
in association  
with Hartlip CC 

NOTHING MUCH EVER HAPPENS  

IN THIS SLEEPY VILLAGE ! 

 

Not so…… Let’s wind back to a day towards the end of 

May when suddenly there was great activity outside a small 

cottage in Stockbury village.  

 The police turned up, and then a van and then long 

strands of tape appeared blocking access to the playing field.  

 What …..?  

 Neighbours came from nowhere; heads were scratched; 

theories abounded, especially as on the back of THAT van 

was printed large,  the legend the BOMB SQUAD ! A 

policeman, a very young looking policeman, went from door 

to door explaining to residents still unaware of the drama 

unfolding that there was to be a controlled explosion on the 

field and that they were not to be alarmed. 

 Meanwhile occupants of Bull Lane Cottages had 

assembled in the field at the back of their properties the 

better to see what was happening, unaware that on the other 

side of the hedge a hole had been dug, 

sand bags arranged,  ready for the 

detonation. They and the sheep in that 

field were waved away and then…… 

BANG !   All was over.  

 What had caused the mild panic ?  

Whilst clearing an old outhouse 2 English 

grenades and a German stick grenade had been found. It is 

not clear whether they were live but certainly their discovery 

enlivened this ‘sleepy village’ for half an hour ! 

Ann Rich 
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STOCKBURY  COMMUNITY  BUS 
All my begging and pleading for more drivers worked!  We have recently welcomed with open arms not just one but 

two new recruits – Jan Adaway and Alan Cooke.  Jan and Alan have recently been put through their paces by KCC 

and have earned their driving accreditations to enable them to now join our much valued driving team.  I’m sure you 

will all make them feel at home in the driving seat! 

 Our next ‘Day Out’ is taking place on Saturday 11th August when we will be visiting the Mount Ephraim Gardens 

at Hernhill.  There are 10 acres of gardens to wander including a Japanese garden to explore and a wildflower and 

grass maze if you feel like a challenge; then relax in the Woodrose tearooms and enjoy a well earned cuppa and a 

slice of something homemade.  Entry to the gardens is £5.00 for an adult or £2.50 for children aged 4-16 yrs.  The 

admission price is not included in the cost of the bus fare which will be £4.00 return unless you are in possession of 

a valid National Bus Pass.  If you would like to visit the gardens, send an email to communitybus-

stockbury@hotmail.co.uk or call me on 07551-454702 to book your seat. 

 We still have a few seats available for our trip to the Oyster Festival at Whitstable if you would like to join us on 

Sunday 22nd July.  Again the bus fare is £4.00 return unless you are in possession of a valid National Bus Pass. 
 

Fiona x 

M B Farms Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Saturday 8.00 am—5.00 pm  

Sunday 8.00 am—3.00 pm   

 

Post Office hours     
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.00 am—5.00 pm 

Wed—9.00 am—4.00 pm 

Sat—9.00 am—12.30 pm 

STOCKBURY  CRICKET  CLUB 
In association with  

HARTLIP CC 

GRAND  FUN  QUIZ ! 
In aid of club funds 

Stockbury Village Hall 
 

Saturday July 28th   
7.20 p.m. for prompt start at 

7.30p.m. 
 

£5 per head with tables of up to 8 people 
 

Bring your own drinks; snacks provided 
 

To book a table  
ring Chris on 01795 843 715 
or Keith on 01795 843 129 

Sponsored by 

Community Bus Weekly Schedule 

  

Mondays   – Sittingbourne 

Tuesdays   – Maidstone incl. Lockmeadow Market 

Thursdays – Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre) 
  

Pick ups from 9.30 a.m. close to where you live 

Call 07551-454702 to book your seat and for all enquires. 

Mobile Library 
The mobile library stops out front of Stockbury Village Hall 

every Thursday between 10.00 and 10.30 am. 

THIS MONTH ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

THIS MONTH ! 

 STOCKBURY Cricket 
Club  

in association  
with Hartlip CC 

July 1st Friendly Borstal Sunday X1 Home 

July 8th Friendly Belnor Away 

July 15th League Stone in Oxney Away 

22nd July League Upchurch 2nd X1 Home 

29th July League Meopham 2nd X1 Away 

5th August To be arranged 

12th August League Addington Village Home 

19th August Friendly Cobham 2nd X1 Home 

26th August League Linton Park Home 

 

To have a chat about playing, call Tom on 07788584806  

http://www.kent.gov.uk/default.aspx
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cricket Club—Mike Lee 01795 842532 

Church Matters—St Mary Magdelene – Please contact 

 Revd Liz Cox 01795 844241 

South Green Methodist – Church Steward - Freddie Davey  

  01795 842978 

Community Bus—Booking line 07551 454702 

Dancing Club—Sue Carey  01634 387478 

Dog Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Electricity Problems 0800 7838866 
Environment Agency—Incident hotline 0800 807060 

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection  

Including bulky items 01622 602162 

Gardeners—Judith Sanford 01795 479440 

Golf Society—Jeff Hall 01795 843296 

Hall Bookings—Brenda Cockett 01622 737782 

Maidstone BC Councillor—Daphne Parvin 01622 673209 

  07967 224839 

MB Farms stores and Post Office 01795 842401 

Neighbourhood Watch—Local co-ordinator—Tony Kerr 

  01795 844077 

Not So Young Club—Shirley Moss 01795 842691 

Newspaper correspondents for KM 

 Claire Adams 01795 841140 

foxgloveadams@aol.com 

Observer Editor—Sue Gardner

 Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com 

 

Pétanque Club—Mick Bingham 01795 842480 

Photographic Club—Tim Arnold 01795 843049 

timharnold@btinternet.com 

Police – Emergency only 999 

 Non-emergency 01622 690690 or 101 

 & ALL General enquiries 

 Including contacting our rural PCs 

Rural Police Officer  
 PCSO Siobhan De Burta 07772 225983 

  01622 604390 

or email maidstonerural.neighbourhood 

@kent.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers (confidential) 

0800 555111 

Public Footpaths – PROW Officer—John Pelham 

    01732 872829 ext  4 

Roads, potholes etc (manned 24 hours) 

Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk 08458 247800 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Short Mat Bowls—Sue Finnis  01795 844524 

South East Water emergency   0845 6032603 

South Green Rendezvous Club 

 Ken Elgar 01795 424827 

W. I.- Brenda Mace  01622 88 4746 

Puzzle Solutions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mid Kent Downs Bulletin  
(abridged by the Editor) 

Events 
Friends of Boxley Warren 

Bat Walk (led by Kent Bat Group) - Thursday, August 23rd 

(8.00pm - 10.00pm) 

More dates to be announced shortly so keep an eye on the 

website 

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group 

Tree Identification Walk - Saturday, 28th July (10.00am - 

4.00pm) 

Volunteer Task Days usually every 3rd Sunday of the 

month. 

For more information go to http://

www.midkentdowns.org.uk/events.php 

Gorham & Admiral Community Woodlands 

Practical Day - Thursday, August 9th (10.00am – 4.00pm) 

See http://gorhamandadmiralwoods.org.uk/index.shtml 

Heaths Countryside Corridor 

Sweetly Watered Place (an outdoor play) - Sunday, July 1st 

2:30 pm at Chilston Ponds 

For more information go to their website: http://

www.heathscc.co.uk/index.php?

option=com_eventlist&view=eventlist&Itemid=4 

Park Farm Community Cherry Orchard, Lynsted 

Cherry Day - Saturday, July 7th (12noon - 4.00pm) 

mailto:foxgloveadams@aol.com
mailto:Stockburyobserver@googlemail.com
mailto:timarnold@btinternet.com
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:maidstonerural.neighbourhood
mailto:Kent.highwayservices@kent.gov.uk
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Diamond Jubilee Ball 
Photos by Sue Gardner ©  
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Tree planting and Jubilee picnic 
Photos by Sue Gardner ©  
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